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The Speech of Mr. Chamberlain Wrtxzs, when" he 


preſented the Freedom of the CITY of Lon Do tg 


N ; 


the Moſt Noble the Mazauvris CorRnwaALL1s, 
April 8, 1794. 2 


My Loxp, Joo | | „ 4 4 
rig | 
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[ GIVE 3 2 Band I am happy in having the honour, as Chamberlain, 


. 


of convene to your Lordſhip the unanimous thanks of” the Lord 
Mayor, Aa ee ed Common Council, of the City of London, for: 
thoſe greaz e dent ſervices which the nation at large, no leſs than the 
capital, dwelypon with gratitude and exultation. Et ot! 


The Britiſh arms, under the wiſe and ſpirited conduct of a brave com- 
mander, have raiſed the glory of the Engliſh name to the higheſt pitch in; 
the Eaſt, The moſt brilliant and ſplendid victories have followed your 
Lordſhip's ability in council, the excellence of all your military meaſures, 
and diſtinguiſhed intrepidity in the moſt dangerous ſcenes of action. They 
have not only given perfect ſecurity to our former territories, but extended 
the bounds of the empire, accompanied with an acquiſition of more than 
400, ooo l. a- year; an object of national importance. Yet, my Lord, per- 
mit me to add, that, though I am dazzled with your victories, with the; 
pride and pomp of ns the humbling of the capital of - Myſore, and 


the glorious 6bth"of February 1793, a proud day for Englind, and an era) | 
moſt diſtinguiſhed in the annals: of the Eaſtern empire, there are tilt nobler 
and higher triumphs which croud upon us, the triumphs of your huma- 
pity, . Your Lordſhip's care and folicitude for the well-being of the nume 
dus troops under your command, the mild exerciſe of an authority beyond 
I controul, which conſtantly afforded” an adequate protection to merit, and] 
ſervices of every kind, in the friendly natives, during the whole courſe f 
the war, gave you an empire, founded on efteem and affection, beyond the 
power of the ſword. Such - conſiderations overcame, in the Eaſtern Mo- 
narch, tht ties of Nature; and the father, with a- calm reſignation, 
conſented ess young princes, the hopes of his empire, ſhould | 


under the gye Md protection of an heroio and humane conqueror. 


= ; i 
My Lords pur great Milton ſays, Peace has her victories, no leſs renown'd | | 
than war. They have been well earned in the civil adminiſtration of your 
[| Lordſhip, The native inhabitants of India were, at your Lordſhip's acceſſion | | 
to power, the happie/t and beſt protected ſubjects in India; and they continued | 
to enjoy that protection in its fulleſt extent under your happy auſpices. 
The plan of a late Governor-general, the ſaviour of India, Mr. Haſtings, 
was examined with great care and attention, and adhered to with libera- 
lity. A better could not have been adopted. With wonderful ability he 
ſtruggled through a maſs of difficulties of a different kind, brought on in 
a moſt critical and perplexed ſituation of Indian affairs. He roſe ſues», | 
tior to the combined efforts of our enemies, and preſerved to us the | 
empire of the Eaſt, to be ſecured on the moſt permanent baſis, and en- 
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-& GIVE you Joy; 20 I have WP" lation of returning you hacks þ in 
' ” the name of the Lord Mayor, Al 


1dermen, and Commons, of the City 
of London, in Common Council aſſembled. They have unanimouſly | 
voted you the Freedom of the Capital, and defire to expreſs their bigh 
| ech for the ſecond in command under the Marquis Cornwallis, and grati-, 

- tude far'the glorious and important advantages gained by His "uy" Jr 
| in n the E. Indies, aided by your gallant condutt. 


— — 


; 1 I be permitted to remark, that the Faft Indies heve = been * 
| teſt, although the moſt important, ſcene of your military glory? Th 
public attention has long been fixed on former victories in various other 
parts; and the aſtoniſhing ſucceſs at St. Lucie, with very inferior num 
bers, againſt the formidable ſtrength of the antient enemy of theſe king 
doms, is ſill related with patriotio enthuſiaſm. I will not go into any” 
other particulars of your conduc in wy Held, nor dwell on that nice 
| ſenſe of honour which has marked your progreſs through life. Vour 
country approves and applauds, and che Citizens of London ao 8 0 
285 name in the uftrious *¹ of the. denelyFtors of chis free nations - | 


15 defire to add. my eee vide char 1 may og alert the; nit: 
e and unſullied banden * are = rower K 4 mark 1 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


PREFIXED TO THE TWO FIRST VOLUMES, 


I have collected the Speeches of Mr. Wilkes i in the pre- 
ſent Houſe of Commons from news-papers and oral 
tradition for two reaſons. The firſt is, they contain, 
in my opinion, many bold truths, eſpecially reſpecting 
America, which are of importance, and in this conve- 
nient form they will be found more uſeful. The other 
reaſon is, if that gentleman ſhould ever ſwerve from 
the great line of public duty, and declared attachment 
to the people, which he has often pledged himſelf to 
purſue through life, the moſt general infamy * over- 


5 fake him, and puniſh his apoſtacy. 


The Proteſts of the Lords on the ſame fubjett with 
ſome of the Speeches I thought would be Ln to 
the political reader. ; 


Some Notes are added,  eietly by way os — ; 
| for which I am ENS 6 LETS Wa en 


Lenden, July 9, 2977+ „ 8 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


84 


; | 
| 1 . | Prefixed to the Third Te. | 


THE n of Mr: Tilkes ! in * Houſt of 
1 commons are here continued to the end of the laſt Se- 


ſion of Parliament. I have collected them, like the 
former, from news- papers and oral tradition. I think 
; no apology neceſſary either to the public, or to that 
2eeentleman, for the freedam which I have uſed in the 
notes with ſome characters of high rank and dignity. 
Truth ought to be preferred to every motive and con- 
ſideration. 
Adminiſtration appear ſyſtematically to treat the 
Houſe of Commons with contempt. They ſuffered the 
Lords in the laſt Seſſion to have the communication of 
two important papers, Lord Howe's letter to Lord 
George Germaine, dated Sept. 20, 1776, and likewiſe 
another letter from Lord Howe and his brother to the ; 
ſame Secretary, dated Nov, 30, 1776; both which 
were refuſed to the repreſentatives of the people. They 
have fince been given to the public. Mr. Wilkes moved - 
for the Proofs of the marriages of the King's Brothers, 
| of which the Houſe of Peers were in poſſeſſion. The 
| LE motion was received very unfavourably by adminiſtra- 
f tion; but as the ſubject is highly intereſting to every 
| Engliſhman, they are now firſt printed with great care 
and fidelity in the Appendix, 
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PR E F A C E. 


HIS abo volume is a faithful tran- 


ſcript of the three volumes of the 
Speeches of Mr. Wilkes, which I formerly 
printed in duodecimo, with the addition of 


ſeveral Speeches, ſince the period of the laſt 
publication, drawn from the ſame ſources, 
with equal diligence and attention. The 
two prior volumes, with the Notes, make 
the 176 firſt pages of this volume, and the 
third continues to page 296. The reſt is 
new matter, and on a greater variety of in- 
tereſting ſubjects. | 


I have not given many Adieu Notes; 


but they will, 1 hope, be found uſeful and | | 


explanatory. 


London, Dec. 9, 1786, _ 285 rar EDITOR. 
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Verma of ages ak. rms 6 
| A motion was made, and rhe queſtion being propoſed, 
That the Chaplain. to this Hoùſe do preach be- 
_— fore. this Houſe, at St: Margatet's Weſtminſter, 4 
„ upon Monday next, 3 ae ay 0 wn * _ 


c ſtant * . 8% To 01751 | 
2 E Lord Mayor, Mrs Willis, Fad, 8 be was Mi 
for the. obſervance of the gay, not in the uſual manner I 
by faſting and prayer to deprecate the pretended wrath 
of heayen, but in a very different way from what fome 

other gentlemen had propoſed ;. that, it ſhould be. cele- _ 
brated 24 d feſtival, as a day of triumph, not kept as A 1 


faſt; that the, death of the firſt Charles, a determined = 
enemy of the liberties of his country, who made war — 
on his people, and murdered many thouſands of his ins 3 
nocent ſubje&s, au odious, hypocritical tyrant, who — 
was, in the great  Miltan's words, ip/ſo Neraus nern rf, 3 
ſhould be conkidered as 2 ſacrifice. to the public juſtice iy 

= In another place Milton ſys, Bam animj magnitudinera yohis, o dives; injetit = 


Deu, ut devjctum armis veſtris et dedititium retem judicio inclyto judicare, et con- 
demnatum punire, primi mortalium non dubkaretis. Poſt br ficigus . dup 
nihil humile aut anguſtun, nibjl non magaum atgue excelſum, et cogitarg'et facers 
debetis, . LE ny I ne? patriz denique caritate accenſos, tyrane 
num puni ad * Miltoni, Angli, pro pepulo Anglicano defenſio. 
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„ 
of the nation, as highly approved by heaven, and 


ought to be had in ſolemn remembrance as the moſt 


glorious deed ever done in this, or any country, with- 
out which we ſhould at this hour haye had no conſtitu- 
tion, degenerated into the moſt abject ſlaves on the 
face of the earth, not governed by the known and equal 
Jaws of a limited monarchy, but ſubje& to the jmpe- 
rious will of an arbitrary ſovereign. 
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| Vorns of Feb. 1. 1 


A motion was ale; and the queſtion being put, That 
leave he given to bring in a bill for ſhortening the 
duration of parliaments, &c.” 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, faid, that FA queſtion 
now before the houſe had been fo frequently and fo 
ably ſpoken to by the honourable gentleman *, who 
made the motion, and that it was in general 65 per- 


fectly well underſtood, that he ſhould trouble the 


houſe with few words on that occaſion, and that he 


roſe chiefly to return the worthy member thanks for 
this truly patriotic endeavour, and his ſpirited perſe- 
verance in a buſineſs of ſuch importance. He added, 

Frequent | Parliaments, Mr. Speaker, are che ockeie 
eonftitution of England, and the right of the people to 
them ariſes from the nature of all delegated power, 
and the neceſſity of a controul. If a repreſentative in 
the firſt ſeſſion of a parliament acts contrary to the 
duty of the truſt repoſed in him, is it fit that his con- 


ſtituents ſhould be compelled to wait till the end of a 


tedious period of ſeyen years before they can have an 


| # Mr, Alderman Sowbridge, Member for London. 
opportunity 


„„ „%% 


82 


8 . 
2 ee of depriving him of a power, which he ſo 
rly abuſed? I think the caſe now mentioned actually 
exiſts in the very dawn of this new parliament. Seve-. 
ral gentlemen have talked of the laſt parliament in the 
terms of reproach and indignation which that profli- 
gate aſſembly moſt juſtly merited. I fear, fir, the pre- 
{ent parliament are treading | in the ſame ſteps, which 
conducted their immediate predeceſſors to the utter 
katred of the nation. They ſeem to advance with 
giant ſtrides to a like deteſtation from this age, and 
from all poſterity. The people without doors, eſpeci- 
ally in che capital, make no ſcruple to affirm that the 
majority of this houſe have even thus early, in one 
great inſtance, acted contrary to the plain duty, which 
they owe to their country, and to the ſacred truſt re- 
poſed in-them. I allude, fir, ro the contempt ſhewn 
of the Petition * of ſo reſpectable a body as the Mer- 
chants of the city of London trading to North America, 
This the majority have done in defiance of all decency, 
and of the great principles of the conſtitution. I am 
ſorry to obſerve, that the alarm is already become gene- 
ral, that from this early abuſe of their truſt, the dele- 
gated powers, which the {ame men have ſo lately re- 
ceived for the ſecurity and preſervation of the rights 
of their conſtituents, will be employed through a courſe. 
of the next ſeyen years for their deſtruction, and that 
of our fellow-ſubje&ts in America, unleſs the excellent 


ä eee eee of ens 
preſented by Mr. Alderman Hayley, Member for London, to the Honſe of Com- 
mons, ſan..26, 1795, Rates, « that by the reſolution to which the houſe hath come, 


« reſpeRting the reference of their ſaid petition [the jr ft Petition of Jan. 23, 1775, 


| | they are abſolutely precluded from the benefit of ſucb a b4*ring, in ſupport of their ge 


« (aid petition, as can alone procure them that relief, which the importaace and preſent 
« deplorable ſtate of their trade require.” 


B 2 | motion 


$4 
: motion of the honourable gentleman Gould arreſt how 
in their career. N Ya dd ei 
. Anew argument, Gr, in brd of the motion in your | 
hand ſeems at this time to ariſe from the-nature of moſt 
of the Petitions complaining of undue elections, which 
have been preſented to us in this firſt ſeſſion of the par- 
liament. The general complaint is that of bribery and 
corruption. Short parliaments, ſir, if they did not to- 
tally eradicate this moſt pernicious practice, muſt ne- 
ceflarily diminiſh the evil in no ſmall degree, By the 
frequent return of appeals to the people, the public 
money in the miniſter s hands would not be found al- 
ways adequate to the crooked counſels of an inſidious 
court, nor to a determined purpoſe of regularly coun- 


teracting the wiſhes of a nation. The floodgates of 


the treaſury, however widely . would on ſuch 
repeated occaſions ſcarcely afford torrents copious and 
dbupetuous enough to carry away all ſenſe of duty ta 
the conſtitution, all regard to the laws and liherties of 
the country. If this houſe were elected for a * ſhort term 
ealy, a commerce of corruption between che miniſter 
and the repreſentative could not grow up to acquire 
rhe Krengrh and conſiſtency iowa is given by a pe- 


a The Houſe of commons— was confudered, as a controul, un 
from the people, and ſpeedily to be reſolved into the maſs from whence it aroſe. 
. Wb! Thoughts on the cauſe of the preſent Diſcontents, $10 edition, page 66. 


If the perſons to whom the truſt of n oat their places ſar 
wort terms; if they are choſen by the unbiaſſed voices of a majority of the ſtate, and 
ſubject to their inſtructions; liberty will be enjoyed in its higheſt degree. But if 
they are choſen for long terms by a part only of the ſtate j and and if during that term, 
they are ſubject to no controul from their conſtituents 3 the very idea of liberty wil 

be loſt, and the power of chaſing repreſentatives becomes nothing but a power, 
lodged in a few, VVV for 
the reſt of the community. 


Dx. Price's Obſervations on Civil Liberty, fiſh edition, p. 10. 
riod 


ip Þ £7 


fed of ſeven” years ſecurity, and uns on the 
| power by which we were created “. 


I beg the indulgence of the houſe, fir, for _ one | 
more ſhort 6bfervation. This motion ſtrikes me as 4 5 


Kind of parliamentary teſt, which brings every thing 
home to bur confeiences: It cannot fail of meeting 
in this houfe the ſupport of all the true friends of the 
ancient conſtitution of England, of all who mean to 
act honeftly, for they run no riſque, They are ſure 
of the applaufe, and free choice of their conſtituents, 
on every freſh appeal. The venal and intereſted," all 
who think lightly of their ties and obligations to theit | J 
maſters, ai do not hold themſelves bound to hear ang 
redreſs the injuries of the nation which they repreſent, 
but are regardleſs of the feelings + of the people, in- 
tent only on the public plunder ; all theſe have their 
terrors, and certainly not ill-grounded, on the firſt ſug- 
geſtion of an appeal to their conſtituents. From ſuch 
| go: 1 2 


* In 1692 King William rejected a Bill for triennial 3 aſter it had 

bein both houſes. But in a following year he thought proper to give his aſſent. : 
Dr. Price's additional obſervations, page 46. 

+ + The virtue, ſpirit and effence of a Houſe of Commons conſiſts in is beiog the 
expreſs image of the feelings of the nation ¶ ast of 5 58 gentlemen mer in St. Step ben's / 
Ebapet) Thouylits on the cauſe of the pr2ſent Diſcontents, p. 67. | 
: 02:84 By the King. 

A Proclamation, 5 
for Aitolving the preſent Parliament, and declaring the calling of another. 

Whereas we have thought fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Council, to 
diffolve this preſent Parliament, which now ſtands prorogued to Tueſday the fif- . 

teenth day of November next: We do, for that end, publiſh this our Royal Procta- | 1 
mation; and do hereby diſſolve the ſaid Parliament accordingly : And the Lords | 
Spiritual and Temporal, and'the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, and the Com- 
mltſioners for Shires and Burghs of the Houſe of Commons, are diſcharged from 
their meeting and attendance on Tueſday the ſaid fifteenth day of November next. 
And we being deſirous and reſolved, as ſoon as may be, to meet cur people, and to have + 

| -thiir advice in Pa: Hament, do hereby make known to all our loving ſubjects, our 
Royal Will and pleaſure to call a new Parliament; and do hereby further declare, 
That, with the advice of our Privy Council, we have this day given order to our 


B 3 Chancellor 


— 
7-2. 

men only, an oppoſition to this motion is to be ex- 
pected. The repreſentative who is conſcious of hav- ö 
ing merited well of his conſtituents, will always re- 

joice at the opportunity of applying for frequent 
proofs of their regard and truſt; will deſire, will ear- 
neſtly ſolicit, this appeal; while the man who has 
acted contrary to the clear dictates of his duty, and be- 
trayed his truſt, will naturally dread every ſuch occa- 
ſion, will tremble even at the diſtant view of the ſpi- 
rited indignation, with which he would be rejected. 
A guilty mind, ſir, frequently braves the ſilent re- 

a proaches of a wounded conſcience, but can ſeldom 
bear up againſt that public contempt and infamy, 


which I truſt will always purſue parliamentary proſ- 
titution. 


Vorxs of Feb. 6, 1775. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
„That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
* to return His Majeſty our moſt humble thanks, for 
“ having been graciouſly pleaſed ro communicate to 

« this Houſe, the ſeveral papers relating to the preſent 
* ſtate of the Britiſh Colonies in America, which, by 


Chancellor of Great Britain, to iſſue out writs in due form for calling a new parlia- 
ment; which writs are to bear teſte on Saturday the firſt day of October next, and 
to de returnable on Tueſday the twenty-ninth day of November following. 
Given at our Court at St. James's the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, 
I _ in the fourterath year Gf our Reign. 


God ſave the King, 
Journals of the Houſe of. commons, vol, XXXV. page 3 
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(. 


160 His Majeſty's ende have been laid before this 
« Houſe, and from which, after taking them into our 
<« moſt ſerious confideration, we find, that a part of 
His Majeſty's ſubjects in the province of the Maſſa- 
ec chuſets Bay have proceeded ſo far to reſiſt the au · 
* thority of the ſupreme legiſlature, that a rebellion 
? at this time actually exiſts within rhe-ſaid province 
© —that we beg leave, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to 
 affure His Majeſty, that it is our fixed reſolution, 
« at the hazard of our lives and properties, to ſtand 
« by His Majeſty, againſt all rebelligus attempts, in 
t the maintenance of the juſt rights of We | 
c and the Two Houſes of Parliament.” 
And a motion was made, and the queſtion. put, 
That the ſaid reſolution be re- committed; 


The Lord Mayor, Mr, Wilkes, ſaid * 


1115 Speaker, | PB 


The buſineſs before the Houſe, in its fol extent, 
reſpecting the Britiſh Colonies in America, is of as great 
importance as was ever debated in parliament. It com- 
prehends almoſt | every queſtion relative to the common 
rights of mankind, almoſt every queſtion of policy and 
legiſlation. I do not mean to enter into ſo vaſt, ſo well- 
trodden a field, I will confine myſelf to the immediate 
buſineſs of this day. The Addreſs now reported from. 
the committee of the whole Houſe appears to be un- 
founded, raſh, and ſanguinary. It draws the ſword un- 
= againſt America; but before adminiſtration are 
ſuffered to plunge” the nation into the horrors of a civil 
war, before they are Permitted i to force Engliſhmen 
to ſheath their ſwords in the bowels of their fellow- 

—F.- ſubjeas, 


—— —— ꝙ œ ũ — —— — — 
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ſubjects, 1 hope this: Houſe wilt ſeriouſly able tie 


| original ground and cauſe of this unhappy diſpute, 


and in time refle& whether juftice & is on our fide, and 


gives a ſanction to the intended hoſtile proceedings. 
The aſſumed right of taxation without the confent of 


the ſubject is plainly the primary cauſe of the preſent 


quarrel. Have we then, fir, any right to tax the 


Americans? Fbat is the great important queſtion. 


The fundamental laws of human nature, and the princi- 


ples of the Engliſh conſtitution, are equally repugnant 
to the claim. The very idea of property excludes the 


. right of another's taking any thing from me without 


my conſent, otherwiſe I cannot call it my. on. No 
tenure" can” be ſo precarious as the will of another. 
What property have J in what another -perſbn. can 
ſeize at his pleaſure ? If any part of my property is 
ſubject to the diſeretionary powers of others, the 
whole may be ſo likewiſe. If we can tax the Ameri- 


_eans without their conſent, they have no property, 


nothing they-can call their own with certainty, for we 
might by violence take the whole as well as the part. 


The words liberty and properiy, fo dear to an Engliſh- 


man, ſo, pleaſing in our ears, would become a, cruel 
mockery, an inſult to an American. The: laws of ſo · 


_ are profelledly calculated ba: ſecure. the property 


* The enquiry, W hether the war "I the Colonies i is 3% war, will Yo beſt de- > 
termined by ſtating the power over them, which it is the end of the war to main» 
tain: And this cannot be better done, than in the words of an Act of Parliament, 
made on purpoſe to define it. That Act, [poſed in 1766] it is well known, de- 
dares, That * this kingdom has power, and of right ought to have power, to make 
© Jaws. und ſtatutes to bind the colonies, and people of America, in al caſes robat- 
« ever,” — Dreadful power indecq 1 defy any one to expreſs. fzv ery in ſtronger 
language. | It is the ſame with deQariug, © that we have aTight to do with them 


ede we pled” Dr. Prices Obſervations oa Civil Liberty, p. 34. 
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of each individual, of every ſubject of the ate. This 


this realm, was not taxed till it ſent a re 


© 


SI 


paint is no leſs. clearly determined by the great prins 
ciples of that happy conſtitution under which we live. | 
All ſubſidies to the crown have always been confidered,, l 
and expreſsly declared, to be grants from the Com- 1 
mons of che realm, thn gifts from the people... Their | = 
full conſent is ſtated in the grant . Much has been 
ſaid of che Palatinate of Cheſter, and the Principality 
of Wales, and the period of their taxation; but, fir, 
there is a more remarkable cafe in point; which alone 
would determine this. queſtion. If gentlemen will 6 
ſearch the Records in the Tower, and the Chapel of 
the Rolls, they will find that the town of Calais in 
France, when it belonged to che imperial crown of 


preſentative _ 
to parliament. A Thomas Toroler actually ſat and voted A 


in this Houſe as a burgeſs of the town of 3 6 


From that period, and not till then, was Calais taxed. 
The Merit out of Chancery, and the Return in tbe 4 
reign « of Edward VI. are fill extant. I faithfully: gave: 

chem to the buhlen from atteſted pen he 
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* The TIE of tit FN" e ot. 42. M 1 An 1 
« for granting to His Majeſty a certain Tum of money ot of the Sinking Fund, and 
© for applying certain monies therein mentioned fur the ſervice of the year 17753 
« and for furttier appropriating the ſupplies granted in this ſeffion of parliament,” 
is in the following words, “e, your Majeſty's myſt ditify't nud loyelt fuljidt, the Com- 
« mm of Great Britain, in Parliament afftmbled, towards r the neceſſary ſupphiey 
« which wwe bave chrarfully dA Treu e in this fi of parliament, Bes- 
46 Wc week and ORKANT to your NI the ſun betein after mentioned, Sc. Ce. 


k + Retornamentum Parliamento de Anno Regn F 
Edwardus Sextus Dei gratia Anglia Franciæ & Hiberniaz Rex, fudei defenſor &. in- 
tare: cccleſte Anglicans & Hibernia:faptcnuwn caput; dilsctis & fidetivys fubjoBtis 
deputato & conſilio ville ſuæ Califiz ſalutem. Quia de aviſaments & al ν b 
lui ſw, ꝓro quibuſdam arduis & urgentibus negotiis nos ſtaturn g defenſionem regni 
noſtri Anglia & eccleſi Anglicanz concernentibus, quoddam parliamentum na- 
trum apud civitatem noſtram Weſtmonaſterieuſem quarta die Noverabris proceden- 
« 


— RT 


| 1D. 
It will, 1 foreſee, fir, be objected, Is Ameriea then 
to enjoy the protection of Grear Britain, and to con- 


tis teneri ordinavimus, & ibidem cum prelatis magnatibus & preliberis dicti regni 


noſtri colloquium tenere & tractatum, vobis mandamus, firmiter injungentes, quod 
immediate poſt receptionem hujus brevis noſtri nominari & elegi facietis nnum ho- 
norabilem & diſcretum inhabitantem intra villam noſtram predictam ad aſſendendum 
Burgenfem pro parliamento noſtro predicto pro villa predifta & Marchiis ejuſdem, 
pro negociis in eodem parliamento agendis juxta formam cujuſdem actus in parlia- 
mento domini- Henrici nuper regis Angliz octavi, nuper patris noſtri percariſſimi, 
apud Londinum predifto die Novembris anno regni ſai viceſimo primo et exinde per 
diverſas prorogationes uſque Weſtmonaſterium quarto die Februarii anno regni ſui 
viceſimo ſeptimo adjornato & tunc edfito & poſteavis, eumque ad dictos diem & lo- 
cum venire facietis. Ita quod idem Burgenſis plenam & ſufficientem poteſtatem pro 


| fe & communitate villæ & Marchiarum predictarum habeat ad faciendum & confers 
tiendum iis quz tunc ibidem de eo conſilio dicti regni noſtri, faventes Deo, contigerint 


ordinari ſubter negociis antedictis. Ita quod per deſectum poteſtatis hujuſmodi ſcrip- 
turæ, improvidam electionem Burgenſis predicti diẽta negocia infra non reniatieant 
quovis modo; & cum electionem & nominationem illam fic faceretis, illas nobis it ' 
Cancellariam noſtram diſtincte & apte ſub ſigillis veſtris ad dictos diem & locum 
debite certificetis, indilate remittentes nobis hoc breve una cum retornamento no- 
minis ejuſdem Burgenſis difto brevi conſuto. Teſte meipſo apud Weſtmonaſterium 


| fecundo die Auguſti anno regni noſtri primo. 


This is a trus copy of the original record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls, 
having been examined. | Hex. Rook t, Clerk of the Rolls. 
Excellentiſſimo & metuendiſſimo domino noſtro Edwardo Sexto Dei gratia An- 


gliz Franciæ & Hiberniz Regi fidei defenſori & interea ſupremo capiti Anglicana 


& Hibernicz eccleſiæ. Nos veſtri humiles Major Burgenſes & liberi homines 
communitatis Ville? veſtræ Caliſiæ benigniffimo modo quo poterimus gratiz veſtræ 
oertificamus, qui] virtute honorabilis brevis veſtri de ſummonicde parliame:..ti nuper 
nobis directi & deliberati cui iſtud retornamentum nimirum eſt annexum, per aſ- 
ſenfum.8 conſenſum totius Comitatis ville veſtrz Caliſia predictæ & Marchiarum . 


_ gjuſdem, unum hominem de melioribus & diſcretioribus villæ veſtræ Caliſiæ pre- 
dictæ elegi fecimus, videlicet Thomam Fowler dictæ villz veſtrz generoſum, ad- 


aſſendendum Burgenſem ad parliamentum veſtrum predictum ad diem & locum in 
predicto brevi veſtro ſpecificatum,. qui quidem Burgenſis plenam & ſufficientem 


| poteſtatem pro ſe & tota comitate villz veſtræ Califiz predictæ & Marchiarun. 


ejuſdem habet ad faciendum & conſentiendum iiſque tunc & ibidem de communi 
conſilio veſtro, Deo favente, contigerint ordinari, prout breve villam Predictam in, - 
ſe exigit & requirit. In quorum premiſſorum teſtimonium nos predicti 1 * 


miles Major Burgenſes & liberi homines communitatis villa veſtrz Calif 1 7 


diaz & Marchiarum ejuſdem Sigillum Majoratatus Officii Villa Nan 8 
predictæ preſentibus fecimus apponi. pa tw vs daa. 


| rnb. . „ 
This is a true Copy of the original record remaining in the Chapel of g Kall, 
ene er ef HN. Rook x, Clerk of the ES 


tribute * 


. 
tribute nothing to the ſupport of that parent ſtate, 
which has ſo long afforded it ſafety and ſecurity, which | 
has carefully and tenderly nurſed it to this hour of its _— 
preſent ſtrength and greatneſs? The Americans them- 1 
ſelves have given the fulleſt anſwer to this objection, in N 
a manner not to be controverted, by their conduct | | 
through a long ſeries of years, and by the moſt ex- 
plicit declarations. Equally in words and actions, of 5 | 
| the moſt unequiyocal nature, they have demonſtrated 
their love, their ardour, their ſtrong filial piety to- 
wards the mother country. They have always ap- 


peared ready, not only to contribute towards the ex- f ] 


pences of their own government, but likewiſe to the 
wants and neceſſities of this. ſtate, although perhaps 
they may not be over · fond of all the proud, expenſive 
trappings of royalty. In the two laſt wars with France 
they far exceeded the cold line of prudence. With 
the moſt liberal hearts they chearfully gave you nearly 
their all, and they fought' gallantly and victoriouſſy 
by your fide, with equal valour againſt our and their 
enemy, the common enemy of 'the liberties of Europe 
and America, the ambitious, faithleſs French, whom 
now we fear and flatter. . Our Journals, fir, will bear | 
witneſs to the grateful ſenſe we had of the important 
ſervices of our brethren in America, by the great ſums 
we ſhall find voted to be * repaid them for what they 
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' 8 W dn of Philadelphia, befrrs's Cu 
e 
Ar l 
Quai, Worgyou not reimburſed by Parliament ? Ss A 

Auf. nnn bene 
ond eur proportion, or beyond what might reaſonably” be expected from us ; 
and& was @ very ſmall part of what we ſpent. Pennſylvania, in particular, diſ- 
„„ „„»„ͤ«ͤ%ꝙ -witnte, &8 wat aries 
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expinded in the ſpirifed wWarlike expeditions, which 
they carried through with- equal coutige and conduct. 
The ſiege and capture of Louiſbburg, the Various ie: 

ceſsful operations againſt the general for, without the 
teaft'knowledge,” much leſs participation, 61 our part, 
are the fulleſt proofs of the warm affeUtton of thei? 
hearts to this country, and of tfeit teadineſs to bear 
more than their ſhare of che public expence and bür- 
then. But, fir, tile whole was the gift of freetrien, our 
fellow - ſubjects, who feel that they ate, and no) 1 
they have a right to be, as free as ourſelves. | What 
is their language even now, at à moment when you 


ate planning their deſtruction, when you are brandiüg 
them with the odious appellation' of rebels? Tn'the 
hate'® Perimm of the Congreſs to the King, they de- 

_ elare, they are ready and willing, as they ever have le 
aber conflitutionatly required, to denionſitate their inal 
1 his' Majeſty, by: exerting their moſt Arenuotis efforts in 

rranring ſupplies ond rdifong forces. This is the unit 
nous | reſolution! of à Congreſs, compoſed of Deputiet 
from che ſeveral colonies of New Hampſhire, Maffa- 


„ From this deſtrubtive ſyſtem of Colony Adminiſtration) adopted a wierd 
N the loft wht, have fbtt6wed' thoſe diftreſfes, danyers; fears, ant Jealouſies, 
thar overwhelm your! Majeſty's Colpillegwitty afffi tiny; and we defy out nuit ſub- 
tle and inveterate enemies to trace the unhappy differences between Great:Rritajn 
md thieſe RENT, fork an earlier ing or * other cavſes than We have aſs 
Adel Kc. Sr. ; 51 * f 5s iin dt 99 

We preſent this Petition andy to odtain rodrefh of grievances and relief from 
ſears and: jealouſids, dccaftioried. vg eee fer tn ens e "wh 
fer ibo cla of thi laf ur, ben. Se. n 

petition of the Congreſs to the King, OG 26, . 

Place ys in the ſame ſituatitt ur nnn ee n ur 

1 lr cee oo owe BW A 
1 YA The Congrafo-to the Peaple of Great'Britain; October 226 g 

They were alarnied-by: a ei Hels of /la-ute: ond galerie, -adaptaty f the 
Sami Hunte ob the Cotonats, that ſmed their minds: with the moſt palfHi 
and jealouſies. | Petition of the Congreſs to the King, Iuly 8, 1 


chuſet's 


ay, 


= 


ebuſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, and Providepoe: Planta: 4 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New Jerſey, Poanls : 
vania, the counties of Newgadtle, Kent, and Suſſex on I 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and the Two Carolings. 4 
I have heard, ſir, of a plan of accommodation, 


mich, 1 believe, would reconcile all differences. But 
alga! Ar, it does not come from any ſervant of the 


cron. He comes. from, the? NAA omen 
0% : X10 @ 7.486. 4 Vs teat this 


Rn ee de ul d th G 1577, Fark 
Gower, Lord Prefigtent of the Council, with that mild, winning air af modeſty 
and meekneſs, which characteriſe the Begford fchogl, declared, that © he muſt 
— no public notice whatever by any man 6r body of men, by any Affen 

«Hy or Congreſs, ' by any! printed American newſpaper or pamphlet, had been 
© taken of Lord Chatham's plan of reconciligtion between Great Britain and her 
{Colonies z that it ſunk immediately into abſolute oblivion, for not een a hint was - 
* thrown ont on the other fide the water, complaining that the propoſition was-re- 
« jected, or acknarledging, that if the bill had paſled into a lay is would have 
& produced a reconciliign, or that it contajugd even the qutlings of a fit accom- 
«-rmodatich, di Iny thing to · proceed upon, and therefore he was platnly right in 
80 — gta np apar dy; otra mac uh 
6 l, two years 5897 wards were taken w ith great exactneſs. The Duke - 
of Grafton heard thn anfwered matiy parts of Lord Gower's ſpeech; but, 
whether from \hnorance, ꝙ malice to. Lord Chatham, 1 do act Uethtenine, Ji 
Grace was ſilent on the plan of reconciliation. To eſtabliſh the veracity of Earl 
Gower, 1 ſhall produce extrat of only one public act, the Addrefs of the 
General Afemhly. of Virginia, preſented on the 14th of June 1775, to his Excel- 
cellency the Right Hon. John Kart of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, Rc. cc. 
and printed in an the American newſpapers. n | 
gan Ramm aft vob. Ep. «42 dh 

Sr which, 
though not entirely equal to the terms we had a right to aſk, yet differed but in 
v. few poims from what the General Cangrefs had held out. Had partianient been 
« diſpoſed fincerely, as We are, to bring about a reconciliation, reaſonable men had 
„ hoped, that, by meeting us on this ground, ſomething might have been dong. 
& Lord Chatbom's Bill, on the one part, and the terms of the Congreſs ow the other, 
& would have formed a baſis for negotiation ; which a ſpirit of accommodation or 
both ſides, might, perhaps, - have reconciled. It came recommended, too, from 
' & one whoſe ſucceſsful experience in the art of government ſhould have enſured” 
« to it ſorne attention from thoſ&#ts whom it was tendered. He had ſhewn to the 
61 world, that Great Britain, with her calonies, united firmly under a juſt and 
& honeſt government, formed a power which might bid defiance to the moſt 
e ene kate 2 robot 
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(4) 
this country has the moſt eſſential obligations, to whom 
it is ſo highly indebted for its Iate ſplendor and glory. 
The plan is, to aſſemble another Congreſs in the ſpring ;/ 
the parliament of Grear-Britain' and the deputies | 
the ſeveral colonies: to meet together, jointly empow- 
ered to e the various quotas to be Na, by ' each 


2% #3." 


* 


to Scotland, be adopted as to America. The 
tion of each colony might be ſertled according to the 


lund-tax in England, at one, two, of more 'thillings .' 
in the pound. I am not deep politician. enough to 
know what the Proportion ſhould be of each Province, 


which will vary greatly in half a century, but I ſpeak 
of each quota being at all times to be regulated accord - 
ing to the land- tax of this country. The very exten 
ſive and flouriſhing colonies of the Maſſachuſer's Bay, 


Virginia, and South Carolina, for inſtance, ſhould, 
contribute more, the ſmaller and poorer: colonies of 


& meaſures took place: the component parts of the eapirs Have, from that mo- i 
«ment, been falling aſunder; ang a total annihilation of its weight, ne CER 
« ſcale of the world, ſegms juſtly to be apprehended,” 

Ol happy PriagQ@z=ci/ of England, where ficerity and truth preſide !. 

« When Earl Gower was appointed Preſident of the Council, the King, with, 
nnn hed, age Lact eee eee, bine 
« the Duke of Bedford left him.“ ' Junius, vol. I. p. 172. 5 
4 Is there any onę mode of thinking or afting with at 8 to: dawine, which 


&« the Duke of Grafton has ppt ſucceſſively adopted and abandoned?“ Ib. p. 89. 


« In America, we trace you' {the Duke of Grafton] from the firſh oppoſition to 
« the Stamp-Act, on principles 67. convenience, to Mr. Pitt's ſurrender of the 

« right; then forward to Lord Rockingham's ſurrender of the fat; then back 
« again to Lord Rockingham's declaration of the right ; then forward to taxation 
with Mr. Townſhend ; and, in the laſt inſtance, from the gentle Conway's un- 
4 determined diſcretion, to blood and compuliag, with the duke of RON 


| Page $3- 


Was not Lord Chatham the firſt, who raiſed N 
« ang goft of a Miniſter, and the firſt whom he abandoned? Did he not join with 
# Lord Rockingham, and betray him ? P. 88. 

New 


a ( 13 ) 
New Hampſhire and New Jerſey leſs ; but, ſir, I in- 
6ſt, not a ſhilling can be taken without their conſent v. 
| After this day's debate, ſhould the Addreſs now moved 
for be carried in this Houſe, I greatly fear that not 
only this wiſe plan of the noble Lord, but every 
idea of a reconciliation between this country and her 
colonies, will be utterly impracticable. | 
The Americans, ſir, have of late been treated, both 
within doors and without, in a manner, which marks 
no ſmall degree of injuſtice, and even a wantonneſs of 
cruelty. We have been repeatedly told to-day, that 
they complain of the Navigation Act, and inſiſt on the 
repeal of it, We have authentic evidence to the con- 
trary, In the reſolutions of the Congreſs, they deſire 
only to be pur on the footing they were at the cloſe of 
the late wat as to the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regula- © 
<« tions ;. nor among the vgrious acts, of which 1 they 1 
ſolicit the repeal, have they once mentioned either 
the Navigatian or Declaratory Act. It has likewiſe 
been aſſerted, that they are froward and angry enough 
to wiſh to throw: off the ſupremacy of the + mother 
country. Many expreſs reſolutions, both of the Ge- 
neral Congreſs, and the different Provincial Aſſemblies, 
are the fulleſt evidence of the ſenſe, which the Ameri. 
cans entertain of their ohedienc und duty to Great 
Britain. They are $99 numerous to be quoted. Theis 


S ws hs F 
Reuber ſur ces ſubjets: ſans octroy 
et conſentement de ceux qui le doivent payer, Anon par tyrannie ou violence? 

Memoires de Philippe de Comines, ſcho. Te, 6 OE Royale, 
1649, page 218. 

+ L never ſaw a froward child mended by whipping, and I would not have the ; 
w:ther country become a fepmorber, o | 
R a year. 


Lord Cheſterfield's Letter of Dec. 25, 1765. 


has no influence upon the Whole body of every nation: 
their ſubjeR; on!y by the injuries, boſſes, and miſchief brought Ee | 


Juſt, —_— the canſe « or Manner of i it, . Algernon Sydney, p. 416. 


* PY ) 
full. ks, as ſtared by: themſelves, is ſo 3 and 


clear, that I beg leave to read it to the Hauſe f 


their Petition, #0 tho, King v. It declares, We aft but 


for peace, liberty, and ſafety, : Surely, firz no requeſt was 


ever more modeſt and reaſonable,' no claim better 


founded. It expreſsly mentions; aw not a dimi | 


nution of the prerogative, nor do dus ſolicit a graut of any 
pew! right..jn our faveur. Your royal authority ovrr us, 
and our cammection with Great Britain, we ſball always 


carefully and æealouſiy endeavour to ſupport and maintain. 


What a contraſt; fir, does this make with the pro · 
r of adminiſtration at home! They are. {+ 


dulouſly endeavouring to tear aſunder thoſe powerful 


ties, which have long and happily un and ound us. 


| together. er 1 Nia 


The Addreſs, fir, mentions the 1 province 


of the Maſfachuſet's Bay as in à ſtate of actual rebellion; 
The other provinces are held out to our indignation as 


aiding and abetting. Many arguments have been ems 
ployed by ſome learned gentlemen among us, to involve 


| er in all the confequences of an open, declared re- 


bellion, and to obtain the fulleſt orders for our officers 
end troops toact againſt them as againſt rebels. Whether 
their preſent ſtate is that of rebellion 4, or of a fit and juſt 
reſiſtance to unlawful acts of power, to out attempts to 
rob them of their property and libef̃ties, as they ima- 


gine, I ſhall not declare, This I know, a ſucceſsful 
5 reſiſtance 1 is a revo 


lies not a rebellion Rebellion ir in- 


* In the firſt Congrels, ſigned Hader 26, 1774. ain 
\" © The oath of allegiance binds no private.man to more than the law directs, and 


many princes are known ts 
of itſelf is neither good nor evil, more than any other war, but is juſt, ar way 


deed 


n 


8 
2 


deed appears on che back of a flying enemy, but Roves 


lution flames on the breaft-plate of the victorious war- 
rior. Who can tell, fir, whether. in conſequence of 
this day's violent and mad Addre/sto His Majeſty, the 
ſcabbard may not be thrown away by them as well as 


by us; and ſhould ſucceſs attend them, whether in a 


few years the independent Americans may not celebrate 


the glorious æra of the revolution of 1775, as we do 
that of 1688 The generous efforts of our forefathers 


for freedom heaven crowned with ſucceſs, or their 


noble blood had dyed out ſcaffolds, like that of Scottiſb 
traitors and rebels; and the period of our hiſtory, 
which does us the moſt honour, would have been 
_ deemed a rebellion againſt the lawful authority of the 


prince, not a reſiſtance authorized by-all the laws of 
God and man, not the expulſion of a tyrant. 


The policy, fir, of this meaſure I can no more com- 


prehend, than I can acknowledge the juſtice of it. Is 
your force adequate to the attempt? I am ſatisfied it is 
not. What are your armies? and how are they to be 
kept up and recruited? Do you recollect that the fingle 
province of Maſſachuſet's Bay has at this moment 
30, ooo men well trained and diſciplined? Do you not 


know that they can bring near 90,000 men into the 
field? They will do it, when every thing dear to them 
is at ſtake, when they have their liberties to defend 


- againſt cruel oppreffors and invaders. You will not be 


able to conquer and keep even that ſingle province. The 
noble Lord * with the blue ribband propoſes only 


10,000 of our troops to be there, including the four re · 


giments now going from Ireland; and he acknowled ges, 


with great truth, that the army cannot enforce the late 


Lord Nox rx. 


2 5 ' a& 


act of pafliament. Why ther is it ſent? Boſton iddeed 
you may lay in aſhes, or it may be made a ſtrong gar- 
riſon; but the province will be loſt to you. Boſton 
will be like Gibraltar. You will hold in the province 
of Maſſachuſſet's Bay, as you do in Spain, a- ſingle 
town, while the whole country remains in the power 
and poſſeſſion of the enemy. Your fleets and armies 
| may keep a few towns on the coaſt, fer ſome time at 
leaſt, Boſton, New-York, St Auguſtine; but the. vaſt 
continent of America will be irrecoverably loſt. A few © 
fortreſſes on the coaſt, and ſome ſea ports only, will 
tremain in your poſſeſſion. All the back ſettlements 
will be independent of you, and will thrive in the rapid 
| progreſſion of your violences and unjuſt exactions on 
the towns. A new arid amazing landed intereſt will be 
created. The ancient ſtory of the Philoſopher Calanus 
and the Indian hide will be verified, Where you tread, 
it will be kept down; but it will rife the more in all 
other parts. Whete your fleers and armies are ſtationed, 
the poſſeſſion will be ſecured, while they continue; but 
all the reſt will be loſt. In the great ſcale of empire, 
4 : you will decline, I fear, from the deciſion of this day ; 
and the Americans will riſe to * independence, to power, 
to all the greatneſs of the moſt renowned ſtates, for 
they build on the ſolid baſis of 8 general publick- l- 


11 : 
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| 

} 

| 


. 


ber ty. 2. 
I rremble, fir, at the almoſt certain bende of 
Auch a Addreſe, founded in cruelty and injuſtice, 


- equally contrary to the ſound maxims of true policy, 


(4 Fw 8 


* The Declaration of Ind:pend:ncy, by the Repreſentatives of the United States 
of America in Congreſs aſſembled, was made on the 4th of juh, 1776, about a 
N. a half after this Aud. elt of the Houſe of Commons. 
+ In Congreſs at Philadelphia, April 16, 1776, Rdtolyed, Tiki. 5 3 bg 
imported into any of the Uaited Colonies 


and 
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and the unerring rule of natural right. The Ame- 
ricans will certainly defend their property and their 
liberties with the ſpirit of freemen, with the ſpirit our 
anceſtors did, and I hope we ſhould, exert on a like oc- 
caſion. They will ſooner declare themſelves indepen- 
dent, and riſque every conſequence of ſuch a conteſt, 
than ſubmit to the galling yoke, which adminiſtration i iS 
preparing | for them, An Addrt/s of this fanguinaty ha- 
ture cantiot fail of drlving them to deſpair. They will 
ſee that you ate preparing not only to draw the ſword, 
but to burn the ſcabbard. In the moſt harſh manner 
you are declaririg rhetti rebels. Every idea of a reconci- 
liation will vaniſh. They will purſue the moſt vigo- 
rous meaſiires in their 6wn defence. The whole conti- 
nent of North America will be diſmembered from Great 
Britain, and tbe wide arch of the raiſed empire fall. But 
I hope the juſt Vengeance of the people will overtake 
the authors of theſe pernicious counſels, and the loſs 
6f the firſt province of the empire be ſpeedily followed 
by the loſs of che heads of thoſe mimſtcdwwho vie 
theſe wicked and fatal meaſures, OM 


Vorns of Feb. 22, 1775 


A motion was s made, and the quellen b, 4 That the 
KReſolution of this Houſe, of the 1th day of Fe- 
a bruary 1769, bat Jobn Wilkes, Eſquire, having. leen 
in this ſeſſion of Parliament expelled thit Houſe, was, 
t andas, incapable of being elefted a Member 10 ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament, be expunged from the 

Ca Journals 


» 
( 20 
cc Journals of this Houſe, as . ſubvetſive of the 


Not rights of the whole ** of cleteks of this kings, 
oc dom ; 97 | 


The Lord Mayor , M. * faig , 
Alx. Speaker, 


The motion, which I ſhall have the honour of ſubs 
mitting to the Houſe, affects, in my opinion, the very 


vitals of this conſtitution, the great primary, ſources of 
the power of the people, whom we repreſent, and by 
. whole authority only, delegated to us for a time, we are 


2 part of the legiſlative body of this kingdom. The 
proceedings of the laſt parliament, in the buſineſs of 
the Middleſex elections, gave a juſt alarm to almoſt . 


every elector in the nation. The fatal precedent then | 


attempted to be eſtabliſhed was conſidered as a direct 


attack on the inalieniable rights of the people. Many 


of the moſt reſpectable bodies. in this kingdom expreſſed 
their abhorrence of thoſe arbitrary meaſures. They 


proceeded ſo far as to petition the crown for the diſſo- 


lution of that Parliament, as having been guilty of a 


flagrant abuſe of their truſt. Above 60,000 of our 


fellow-ſubjects, freeholders of the realm, carried their 
complaints to the foot of the throne; a number ſurely 
deſerving the higheſt regard From. every Miniſter, 
whoſe whole, attention was not engroſſed by the 6000 
borough eleftors, who return a majority for him to 


this Houſe. The people, fir, were in a ferment, . 


which has not yet ſubſided. They made my cauſe their 


own; for they ſaw all the powers of government exerted 


againſt the conſtitution, which was wounded through 
my ſides, and the envenomed ſhafts of a wicked admi- 
F | niſtration 


(a) = 
iſtration pointed at our laws and liberties no leſs than 
at a hated individual, The plan was carried on for 


ſome years with a ſpirit of malevolence and rancour, 


which would have diſgraced the very worſt, but with a 
| perſeverance which would have done honour to the beſt, 
| cauſe. I do not mean, bir, to go through an ib 
detail of the various perſecutions and injuries which 
that perſon ſuffered, I hope with a becoming forti- 
tude. I have forgiven them. All the great powers of 
the ſtate were at one time combined to pour their ac» 
cuinulated vengeance on me, The two Hoaſes of Par- 
liament choſe me as the moſt acceptable victim, which 
could be ſacrificed at the ſhrine of their court idolatry; 

and even * imperial Jove pointed his thunder-bolts, 
red with uncommpn wrath, at my devoted head. I was 
ſcorched, but not conſumed. The broad ſhield of the 
law protected me. A generous public, and my noble 
friends, the freeholders of Middleſex, the ever ſteady 
friends of liberty and their country, poured balm into 
my wounds. They are healed ſo that ſcarcely a oſcar 
remaitrſs. But, fir, I feel, I deeply feel the wounds 
given to the conſtitution, They are ſtill bleeding, and 
this Houſe only can heal them, as well as reſtore the | 
conſtitution to its former ſtate of purity, health, and | 
vigour. May I be permitted to point out the mode 
of cure, and the ſalutary methods, which I think you 
ought to apply ? Before I proceed to the remedy, I 
ſhall beg the indulgence of the Houſe to ſtate the caſe 
with preciſion and accuracy, I hope they will forgive - f 


* In Junius's letter to the King of Dec. x9, 1769, it is ſaid, “ the deſtruction of 
4 one man { Mr. Wilkes] has been now, for many years, the ſole object of your go- 
„ yerament ;* [not the happineſs of millions, whom God had committed to bis care, but 
the deftruttion of ane man, bam be ongbt te have prote Tad as bis ſubje.] 


Junius, vol. II. p. 38. | 
C3 a dry, 
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a dry, but candid and ſhort, narrative of the principal | 


facts, becauſe I mean to argue from them; I will give 


them as brief as poſſible, and with all wp impartiality 
of a bye- ſtander. 


Mr. Wilkes was firſt . for che county of Mid- 
dleſex, on the 28th of March 1768. He was * ex- 


pelled the 34 of F February 1769, und the ſecond time 
choſen, | 


* in that reſolution of the Houſe of commons, the fir f article in the Aegr exate 
Fund of Mr. Wilkes's crimes, which were the pretended cauſes of his expulſion and 
in. apacity, is the being author of the Prefarory Remarks on Lord Weymouth's exe- 
crable epiſtle, relative to the f.l/ une xpiated maſſacre in St. George's Fields on the 
20th of May 1768, which the preſent Comptroller of his Majeſty's. Houſehold, 
Sir William Meredith, thought a very good reaſon for Mr. Wilkes's electior. In 
his pamphlet of “ The Queſtion ſtated,” Sir William ſays, “ Was I a freeholder 
« of Middleſex, ſo far am 1 from thinking, that to make the ſevereſt animadver- 
& ſions on que h a letter js a ground of intapacity, the more a man arraigns (what 1 
take to be) ſuch unconſlitutional poſitions, the filter be is to be en'ruſted with the 
6 rights of the people, 5 P- 29. No proſecution whatever on the charge of that inſolent, 
ſcarda l:, and ſeditious libet, as the Prefſatory Remark: were Voted to be by both 
Houſus of Parliament, of which Mr. Wilkes avowed himſelf the author, has been 
carried on againſt him in any court of law. I ſhall only tranſcribe the famous libel, 
and ſome paſſages relative to it, without any obſervations. 5 

The Prefer aegis were, e 
Dec. 10, 1568. 

I ſend you the following eatbentic fate paper, the £5 of which, prior by more than 
three weeks to the fatal 10th of May, ſhows how long the berrid maſſacre'i in St. George s 
Fields had been Planned and determined upon, before it ua: carnied into execution, ond 


% h:w ung a belliſh Port can be brcoded ever by fome infernal ſpirits _— ns * 4 


rem rſce 

i 
Extradt from Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to the County of Middleſex, dated from the 
, | . King's Bench Priſon, Dec. 17,. 1768. = 


I hold myſelf accountable to you for every action of my life, which reſpects the 
ublic. I defire to ſtand, or fall, by your free and unbiatfed judgement. I wiſh to 
be dir eed by 56 "counſel and inſtruction in all matters of importance. — -L take 


tune exxlieſt opportunity, gentlemen, of ſtating to you the following particulars. 


I cauſed to be printed and publiſhed, in the St. James's Chronicle of December the 


roth, a letter of the Secretary of State { Lord Weymouth], written from St. Jarhes's 


on the 17th of April to Mr. Juſtice Ponton, with ſore Prefatiry Remarks. - Lavoly 


the publication of both. I will go further, and declare, that I firſt, ſeveral montKs 


ago, tranſmitted to the preſs the letter of the Secretary at War E Lord Barrington], 


dated May the 11th, returning thanks in the King's name to the officers and ſoldiers 


. 4. Na . — of. 
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5 
choſen, without oppoſition, the 1 6th day of the ie 


month. On the day following the election was vacated, 
and 


ou third regiment of Guards, for the rank and foul „„ theſe 
fields on the 10th of that month. My hand trembled, while I copied what I 
bluſhed to read ; and I gave it to the public in the only way my preſent ſituation 
could admit, with the hope of promoting a parliamentary enquiry into that bloody 
tranſaction, which I truſt this ſecond publication will now. accompliſh, and becauſe 
I think this free nation has a right to be fully informed of the conduct of adminiſ- 
tration-in ſo important a concern as the loſs of the lives. of many ſubjects. Admi- 
niſtration complains of me for having publiſhed. the letter of the Secretary of State. 


I complain to the nation that ſuch a letter has been written, This is not a letter on- 


any perſonal bufineſs or pleaſure. I would have ſcorned to have publiſhed any ſuch. 


This letter was from a Secretary of State to the Chairman of the Quarter Seflions 
at Lambeth, and is written in characters of blood. It affect deeply the conſti- 


tution- of this country, and every man in_our. iſland, | I will at preſent leave it to 


the honeſt indignation of eyery Engliſhman. I fhall nog on ud, that if I have 
not given to the public a moſt accurate and faithful copy, I aſk pardon of the Se. 
cretary of State. If I have, then I will ſay, that for the innocent blood of our- 
cquntrymen ſpilt in conſequence of that letter, the writer of it ought to aſk forgive- 
neſs of God, nd his e and paſs the remainder of his lik in penitence and 
| Hara from the 5 of Feb. 35 1769, vol. XXXII. page 175 | 
© Evidence was given to the Houſe, by two of their members · in their places, thar 
te letter printed in the ſaid newſpaper is an exa# coy of the original letter ad reſſed 
to, and received by, Daniel Ponton, Eſquire, e of the Quarter Seſſions at 
Lambeth, 3 . 

The you of Mir: Wilkes when a Priſoner, at the Bar of * Houſe of Commons, 

Feb. 3, 101. | 


Mr. Speaker, 


acknowledge that I tranſmitted to the _ the 8 of the eee of 3 5 


Lord Weymough, and that I wrote and publiſhed the Prefotory Remarks to it; and, 
_ fir, whenever a Secretary of State ſhall dare to write ſo bloody a ſcroll, 1 will 

through life dre to write ſuch P. efatery Remarks, as well as to make my appeal to 
the nation on the occaſion. J aſk pardon, fir, that I made uſe of too mild and 


gentle expreſſions, when 1 mentioned ſo wicked, ſo inhuman, ſo cowardly a maſ- 


ſacre, as that in St. George's Fields on the roth of May. 1 pledge myſelf to 


the Houſe, that whenever a day ſhall be appointed to go into this important inquiry, 


I will bring evidence here to prove che truth of every word I have aſſerted. 1 


hope the Houſe, fir, will ſend for Mr. Ponton, and examine him, whether he did 
or did not receive that letter from the Secretary of State. If he anſwers in the af- 


firmatiye, I am fure, from the virtue of this Houſe; that chey will immediately 


order an impeachment againſt the Secretary to be carried up to the Bar of the 
Houſo of Peers. 


* 
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| and he was declared by a majority of the Hauſe inca: 
| fable of being elected into that Parliament: Notwith- 
Randing this reſolution of the Houſe, he was a third 
time, on the 16th of March, elected without oppoſition z 
for I ſuppoſe the ridiculous attempt of a * Mr. Dingley, 
who had not a ſingle freeholder to propoſe, or vote for 
him, can hardly be called an oppoſition. . That elec- 
tion however was declared yoid the next day. On the 
13th of April Mr. Wilkes was a fourth time elected, 
by a majority of 1143 votes againſt Mr. Luttrell, who 
had only 296. The ſame day this Houſe + voted, 


\ 
3 2, 1769, vol. XXXII. page 176. 


Reſolved, That the \Intreda2iv4 to this copy of a Letter, addreſſed to Daniel 
Ponton, Efquire, Chairman of the Quarter Seffions at Lambeth, and dated St. 
James's, the 17th of April 1768, contained in à certain newſpaper, intituled, 
« The St. James's Chronicle, or the Britiſh Evening Poſt, from Thurſday Decem- 
« ber the 3th, to Saturday, December the toth, 1768, printed by Henry Baldwin, 


at the Britannia Printing-Office, No. 108, Fleet-Street,”” of which Inmradudticn 


John Wilkes, Eſquire, a Member of this Houſe, has now at the Bar of this Houſe 
confeſſed himſelf to be the author and publiſher, is an inſolent, ſcandalous, and ſe» 
ditious libel, tending to inflame and ſtir up the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects to 
ſedition, and to a total ſubverſion of all good order and legal government, 3:56 I 


Extract from the Journals of Feb. 3, 1769, vol. XXXII. page 178. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being put, that John Wilkes, Eſquire, 3 
Metnber of this Houſe, who hath at the Bar of this Houſe confeſſed hitnſelf ta be 
the author and publiſher of what this Houſe has reſolved to be an . ſcan · 
dalous, and ſeditious libel, &c. &c. &c. be expelled this bouſe. 8 
| | The Houſe divided. 

| Tellers for the Yeas e eee 219 

= Jo 
Tailor fv the Ns He lags. 11 
| | So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

3 A ee perſon, had been perſuaded by the Duke of Oruſton to ſet up 
for Middleſex, his grace being determined to ſeat him in the Houſe of Common, if 
he had but a ſingle vote, It happened uriluckily that he could not prevail upon atiy 
one freeholder to put him in nomination. Junius, vol. I. p. 60. 

1 Sir Fletcher Norton, when it Was propoſed to puniſh the Shetilfi, declared ĩn 
he Houſe of Commons, hat they, in recurning Mr: n 
Heir duty. Junius, vol. I. p. 70 

| & that 
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C25) 
e that Mr. Luttrell ought to have been returned. On 
the agth of April, a Petition was preſented to the 
Houſe from the freeholders of Middleſex by a worthy 


Baronet , who is not only an honour to this Houſe, . 


but to human nature; notwithſtanding which, the 
Houſe on the 8th of May reſolyed, © that Henry 


t Lawes Luttrell, Eſquire, | is duly elected a Knight 


i of the Shire to ſerve in this yn Parliament for 
 * the county of Middleſex.” 


Theſe, fir, are the great outlines, the leading facts. 


I will not trouble the Clerk to read all the reſolutions, : 


to which I have alluded. ' They are freſh, I am per- 
ſuaded, in the memories of gentlemen. I only call 
for that of Feb. 17, 1769, reſpecting n. as the 
certain ne of * 9 


[The Clerk read the Reſolution.) 


low. Sir, L think it fair to ſtate to the Houſe the 


whole of what I intend to move in conſequence of the 
facts ſtated, and the reſolution juſt read. The firſt 
motion I intend is, that the Reſolution of this Houſe 
« of the 17th of February, 1769, That Fobn Wilkes, 
«FE Eſquire, having been, in this Seſſion of Parliament, ex- 
5 gelled this Houſe, was, and is, incapable of being elected 


«© a member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be ex» 


© punged from the Journals of this Houſe, as das ſub- 
tc verſive of the rights of the whole body of electors of 


4c this kingdom.” This I hold of neceſſity to reſtore the 


conſtitution, which that Reſolution tears up by the roots. 
* if I ſucceed, if juſtice and 3 reverence for | 


Lr Georgs zeile, Baronet, Member for Yorkſhire. | 


* 
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— 
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the « conſtitution * in this Parliament, proceed to 


the other Motion, That all the declarations, orders, 
& and reſolutions of this Houſe, reſpeCting the election 


«of John Wilkes, Eſquire, for the Count? of Middle. 


C7 ſex, as à void election, the due and legal election of 
40 Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſquire, i into the laſt Parlia- 


<« ment, for the County of Middleſex, and the i incapa- 

cc city of John Wilkes, Eſquire, to. be elected a Mem: 
ce her to ſerve in the ſaid Parliament, be expunged. 
4c from the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubver- 
« five of the rights of the whole _— of cleftors of 


„this kingdom.” 


The words of the Reſolution of the 1 jth of F clint 
1769, which I mean more particularly to combat, are, 
&« was and is incapable,” and the explanation of them'the 
fame day in the order for a new writ, © in the room of 
e John Wilkes, Efquire, who is adjudged i incapable 
« of being elected a Member to ferve in this phone 
«c Parliament. ” In the firſt formation of this govern- 
ment, in the original ſertlemenr of our conſtitution, 
he people expreſſiy reſerved to themſelves a very con- 


ſiderable part of the legiſlative power, which they con- 


ſented to ſhare jointly with a King and Houſe of Lords. 
From the great population of our jfland this right 


could not be claimed and exerciſcd-- perſonally, and 


therefore the many were compelled ro delegate: that 


power to a few, who thus were choſen their deputies 
and agents only, their repreſentatives. It follows, from 


the very idea of a choice, that ſuch choice muſt be 


free and uncontrouled, admitting of no reſtrictions, bur 
the law of the land, to which the King and the Lords 


are equally ſubject, and what muſt ariſe from the. na- 
ture of the truſt,” A Peer of Parliament, for inſtance, 
vo 8 | cannot 


* 


<'#) 

ane be elected a Member of the Houſe of com. 
mons, becauſe he already forms a part of another 5 
branch of the ſame legiſlative body. A lunatic has A 
natural incapacity. Other. inſtances might be men- 

- tioned, but theſe two are ſufficient. The freedom of 
election is then the common right of the people af 
England, their fair and juſt ſhare of power; and I hold 
it to be the moſt glorious inheritance of every ſubject 
of this realm, the nobleſt, and, I truſt, the moſt ſolid 
part of that beautiful fabric, the Engliſh conſtitution. 
Here I might lean, ſir, on the moſt reſpectable authõ- 
rities which can be cited, the ſupreme judicature of 
this kingdom, and the venerable Judges of former ages 
as well as of our own times. I met them accidentally this 
morning in the courſe of my reading, as an old friend * of 
Wilkes and Liberty, now alas! loſt to every ſenſe of 
duty to his country, frequently tells another great aſ- 
ſembly, that he aceidentally meets in this manner all his 
tireſome quotations. The Houſe of Peers, fir, in the 

* The Duke of Grafton. Junius in a letter to his Grace of May 30, LE 

« you complained— chat yogr friend, Mr. Wilkes, who had ſuffered ſo much for the 


10 party, had been abandoned to his fate = as for Mr. Wilkes, it is, perhzps, the greateſt 
“ misfortune of his life, that you ſhould have ſo many compenſations to make in the 


« doſet for your former friendſbip with him. Your gracious maſter underſtands 1 
4 your chara&ter, and makes you a perſecutor, ban en | F 
Vol. I. p. 79 


Now, my Lord, 8 Ba i ger eee ts Nene while 
were withdrawing this deſperate wretch ¶ Mac Qi-#] from that juſtice which the 
Jaws had awarded, and which the whole people of England demanded againſt him, 
that there is another man, who is tbe favourite of bis country, whoſe pardon would 
have been accepted with gratitude, whoſe pardon would have healed all our divi- 
_Gons? Have you. quite forgotten. that this man was once your Grace's friend or is 
it to murderers only that you will extend the mercy of the crown? Vol. I. p. 59. 
Was he [the Duke of Grafton] not the boſom friend of Mr. Wilkes, whom he nom 
ues to deſtruction? Vol. I. p. 89. | 
en 
'4 *Happort the Marquis of Reckingham's adminiſtration. He reſigned however in a 
little nme, under pretence that he could not agt without Lord Chatham, nor bear # 
2. 9 4 Junius, vol. I. p. 5. note. 


3 | caſe 


28 ) 
gaſe of Aſhby and L in 1704, determined, 4 


** man has a right. to bis freehold by the common 


law; and the lau having annexed bis right of 
5 yoting to his freehold, it is of the nature of his 


* freehold,” and muſt depend upon it. On the ſame 


occaſion likewiſe they declared, it is abſurd to ſay, 
« the electors right of chuſing is founded upon the 
te law and cuſtom of parliament. It is an original right, 
<« part of the conſtitution of the kingdom, as much as a 
te parliament it, and from whenee the perſons elected 


t to ſerve in parliament do derive their authority, and 
& can have no other but that which is given to them 


5 by thoſe that have the original right to chuſe them.“ 
The greateſt law authorities, both ancient and modern, 
agree in the opinion, that every ſubject of the realm, 
not diſqualified by law, is eligible of common right. 
Lord Coke, Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, and Mr. Black- 
fone , are the only authorities which I ſhall cite. I re- 
gard not, fir, the laviſh, couri/y doctrines propagated 
by lawyers in either houſe of Parliament, as to the 
rights of the ſubject, no more than J do as to what 


Doctor Blackſtone is Solicitor to the Queen, The Dogo recolle&ed that he 


3 | Had a place to preſerve, though he forgot that he had a reputation to loſe. We have 


now the good fortune to underſtand the Doctor's principles as well as writings. For 
the defence of truth, of law, of reaſon, the Doctor's book may be ſafely confulted ; 
but whoever wiſhes to cheat a neighbour of his eſtate, or to rob a country of its 
rights, need make no ſcruple of confulting the Doctor himſelf. Junius, vol. I. p. 93- 


Mr. Grenville quoted a paſſage from the Doctor's excellent Commentaries, which 


Girefty contradicted the doctrine RR 
mons. Page 122. 

mtbe Commentaries, after : A long enumeration of Statifications it added, «Bur, 
CTTCTTCPTGCCG00G— OY ROO: 


ble of common right,” 
|  Commentaxies on the Laws of England. By William Eſqy Vinerian 
|  Profeſlpr of Law, and Solleitor- General to the > wo al e 


Oxford in 37G, vol I. page 156. 
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they. pronounoe high treaſon and rebella. Such-dows 
trines are delivered here only to be reported elſewheres 
Theſe men have their reward. But the venal tongue 
of a proſtitute advocate or judge is beſt anſwered by 
the wiſe and ſober pen of the ſame man, when in a for- 
mer cool moment, unheated by party rage or faction; 
after the fulleſt deliberation, he gave to the nation, to 
the preſent age, and to poſterity, a fair and impartial 
detail of their undoubted rights, and when he laid 
down in clear and expteſs terms the plain law of the 
land. Lord Coke ſays, * He which is eligible of com- 
© mon right, cannot be diſabled by the ſaid ordinance 
in Parliament, unleſs it had been by act of Parlia- 
ce ment.” Lord Chief Juſtice Holt declares, * the 
bo election of Knights belongs to the freeholders of 
te counties ; and it is an original right, veſted in and 
« inſeparable from the freehold, and can no more (be 
© ſevered from their freehold, than their freehold its 
te ſelf can be taken away. Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, i in 
the firſt book of his Commentaries on the laws of En- 
gland, has the following words, . ſubje&'to theſe te- 
4 ſtrictions and diſqualifications, every ſubject of the 
realm is eligible of common right.” This common 5 
Tight of che ſubje&, fir, was violated by the majorit 'Þ 
: of the laſt houſe of Commons; and I affirm, that they, 
and in particular, if J am rightly informed, the no- 
ble Lord with the blue ribband, committed by chat 
. : . | YE 2 at , 
| © Thisis a miſtake. Lord Staily, -now Earl of Derby, declared ut that ume in 
the Houſe of Commons, That the worthy magiſtrate [the Lord Mayor, Afr. 


« Wilkes] was miſtak-n in aſcribihg to the noble Lord with the blue ribband that de- 


« Caration. in was bis father, the late Loed Strange ho made uſe af dt enpreſ- 4 
© Lion,” ; | 
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Ade by Eb treaſon againſt Magna Charts. This houſe oy N - 


without the interference of the other parts of the legi 
lature, took upon them to make the law. T hey ad- 


| Jad ged me incapable of being elected a member to Terve 


in that Parliament, although I was qualified by the 
law of the land, and the noble Lord declared in \ this 
houſe, © if any other candidate had only fix votes, he 
< would feat him for Middleſex.” I repeat it, ſir, 
this violence was a direct infringement of Magna 


Charta, high treaſon againſt the ſacred charter of our li- 


berttes. The words, to which 1 allude, ought always 


to be written in letters of gold: No freeman ſhall 
e he diſſeized of his freehold, or liberties, or free euſ- 


* toms, unleſs by the lawful judgtrient of his peers, or 


40 by the law of the land.” By the conduct of that 


majority, and of the noble Lord, they aſſumed to them: 
ſelves the power of making the law, and at the ſame 
"moment inyaded the rights of the People, the King, 
and the Lords. The two laſt tamely acquieſced in the 


| en Member for Thetford, and Vice-Chamberlain to the Queen, le- 
wiſe aſſerted, © That the magiſtrate was alſo miſtaken i in attributing his expulſion to 
3 the noble Lord with the btye ribband, for it was a juſt, and the favourite) meaſure of 
the noble Duke, his brother, who. was then Miniſter.” The Lord Mayor, A. 
, replied, that what one brother had, perhaps with more truth than diſcretion, 
confeſſed of the other, bught to be the ſubject of an impeachment from all the Cork- 


mons of England agaiift the Duke of Grafton, on the very evidence of the Member 
' whoſpoke laſt; and he expatiated on the inſolence, as he termed it, of a Peer's inter- 
ering in the elections and privileges of the Commons, and of declaring who hond fit 


in that Houſe. Such barefaced uſurpatians om the rights of the people were, he ſaid, 


_ the old genuine Stvar; maxims, which he hoped had taken their flight at the acceſſion 
of the Brunſwick line. He concluded, that the Houſe ought to be alarmed at this 
open avowal, that the expulſion of one of their members was a Favourite meaſure of 
an arbitrary Miniſter, the Member of another Houſe, and predetermined in another 


place; that he could not ſuppreſs his indignation, that any man could entertain the 


idea of deriving a kind of imputed family merit from a violation of the laws of his 


country perpetrated by a brother; and that. the approbation and voluntary confeſſion 
of a crime committed by ancther, but almoſt incapable of proof, argued a degree of 


Folly ngoſ} juſtly the object of pity, but à total want of principle, with excited 
horror. 


2 55 5 | exerciſe 


1 5 1 
exerciſe of a power, which had been in a great inflane& | 
fatal- to their predeceſſors, had put an end to their 
very exiſtence; but the people, ſir, and in particular 
the ſpirited freeholders of this county, whoſe ruling 
paſſion is the love of liberty, have not yet forgiven the 
attack on their rights. 80 dangerous a precedent, of 


uſurped power, which may in future times be cited and < 


. 
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| adopted in practice by a deſpotic miniſter of the 
crown, ought to be expunged from the nee, of 
- this Houſe. | 
T have heard and read hich of precedents to juſtify | | | 
the proceedings of the laſt Houſe of Commons. Town, = 
fir, I value very little the doctrine of # precedents: 
There is ſcarcely any new villainy under the ſun. A 
precedent can never juſtify any action in itſelf wicked, 10 
a, robbery for inftance on the heaths of Hounſlow oF 
Bagſnot, of which there are innumerable precedents, 
The baſeſt actions may be juſtified by precedents drawn 
from bad times and bad men. The ſole queſtion, 1 is, 
Whether this power is not a direct uſurpation on the 
rights of the people? If that is proved, Icare not how long 
the uſurpation has continued, how often been practiſed. 
It is high time to put an end to it. It was the caſe of 
General Warrants. One precedent however, the moſt 


| 
inſiſted upon, I muſt take notice of, becauſe it is _ 7 b 


fully to come up to the point, but, id my opinion, in 
.almoſt every part it proves the contrary of what it has 
been brought to ſupport. I mean the remarkable caſe 
of Mr. Walpole i in 1711, a period, in which the. rankeſt 
Jory principles were »countenanced more than in any 
other of our hiftory prior to 1760, The caſe, fir, has. 


one precedent creates another. —They ſoon accumulate and confliture Law, 
What * was fact, to-d⸗ y is doctrine. | 


Junius, baue 9th Kaiba p. 3 =_ 
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been fo partially quoted, even by a * petfon Whoſe fole 


merit here was an afſumed accuracy, which he never 
poſſeſſed, that I ſhall defire it may be read to the Houſe 


n the e 


| (The Clerk read 4 
0 * Reſolved, chat Robert Walpole; Eilat, Kaitlin 


_ been, this ſeſſion of Parliament, committed a priſoner * 
tc to the Tower of London, and expelled this Houſe, 


« fur an high breach of traſt in the execution F bis office, 


4 and notor ious rerrupt ion, when Secretary at War, was 


r and 4s incapable of being elected a 3 to ſerve 
« in the preſent Parliament.” 


- Now, fir, I muſt obſerve, that even that that of 
donde „at an Era ſo hoſtile to the liberties. not only 
of England but of Europe, did not venture to adjudge 


Mr. Walpole incapable of being elected 4. member to 


ſerve in that Parliament 'only becauſe he was expelled ; 


but in che body of the Reſolution itſelf they added anos 


ther reaſon, which would be trifling, if the formek was 
ſufficient and adequate to the point, the high breach of 


* in the execution of bis office, and noterious corruption, 


| — Biaj formerly Chr En- Ben et Commer Member in 


th preſent Parliament for Horſham in Suſſex. 

It is well worth remarking that the compiler of a Ad wee called The eſo 
of the 14f} election for: the county of Middleſex confidered, has the irtpudence to recite this 
very votes ini the following terms, (vide page 11) ( Reſatved, that Robert Walpole, 
* Eſq; having been that ſeſſion of parliament expelled the Houſe, was ahd is inca- 


, pable-&f being vtected a member to ſerve in the preſent partiament.” There can- 


not be a ſtronger poſitive prof of the treachery of the compiler, nor a ſtronger pre- 
fubaxtive proof that he was convinced.that the vote, if truly-recited, would overturn 
kiswhate argument. Junius, vol. I. p. 145» 

After couvifting Mr. Dyſon.of. giving a falſe quotation from the journals, and hav- 
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when Secretary at War. As truſtees for the nation, 
they aſſigned a public cauſe, which muſt intereſt every 
member of the community. In the caſe of Mr, 
Wilkes, the laſt Houſe of Commons declared, that 
« John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in this Seſſion 
<<: of Parliament, expelled this Houſe, as and is in- 
es capable of being elected a Member to ſerve in this 
« preſent... Parliament.” - The baving, been expelled, 
whether juſtly or — is the only reaſon, which 
they gave to the world. I ſhall not yet, fir, difmiſs 


the caſe of Mr. Walpole. It will prove another pro- 


poſition maintained by me: it will ſhew the injuſtice 
of the late Houſe of Commons in ſeating Mr. Luttrell, 
as Repreſentative for the County of Middleſex. The 
fact was, that the Houſe in Queen Anne's time, having 
| expelled Mr. Walpole, ordered immediately the iſſu- 
ing of a new writ. At the ſubſequent election Mr. 


| Walpole . was again returned. A Mr. Taylor, who 
had a minority of votes, petitioned ; but the election 
was vacated. Had the doctrine propagated by the 


late majority, and by the noble Lord with che blue 
ribband, been juſt and founded, Mr. Taylor ought᷑ to 


have been the fitting member, the Houſe ſhould have 


| reſolved that he ought.to have been returned, and that 
the groſſeſt injuſtice had actually been committed 


againſt him. But even that Parliament, whoſe me- 


mory the nation execrates, ſtopped ſhort in their career 
of iniquity, and did not proceed to. ſuch enormous 
wickedneſs. It was reſerved for the preſent æra, when 


ſhame has loſt its bluſh... Mr. Luttrell was for ſome 


years permitted to ſit here as: repreſenting the County 
of Middleſex, although a great majority of the free- 


holders 3 and reprobated the idea of hir repre- 
D 860 _ | 
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ſenting them, on every public occafion-dedared it, and 
in their Frnriom to this Houfe gave the record of ir under 
their hantis to all poſterity. | 

Sir, when the ſtrong, unanſwerible rather, ono 
any dactrine is founded, bear me out, I care little about 
precedents. I recollect however mother iriftance in 
more auſpicious times, when a glorious monarch de- 
fended the conſtitution, which he had reſtored. It di- 
realy meets the objection ſo much relied upon; that 
« expulſion neceſſarily implies incupacihy.“ It is the laſt, 
which T ſhall deſire the Clerk to read. I Wiſh kim co 
1 turn * of Feb. 20, 1698. 


- [The Clerk read,] 


Ry Relotved, thatRichard Woollafton, Eſquire, Lang 
e a Meniber of this Houſe of Commons, and having 
© ſince been concerned, and acted, as a receiver of the 
duties upon houſes, as alſo upon births, marriages, 
and burials, contrary to the Act, made in the fifth 
< and ſixth years of his Majeſty's reign, for granting 


( ſeveral duties upon Talt, beer, ale, and other Uquors, 


ce be expelled this Houſe.” _. 

Now, fir, I defy all che ſubtlety of the moſt expert 
court lawyer among us, all the ſophiſtry of the bar, to 
reconcile Mr. Woolaſton's caſe with the favourite court 
renet, © that expulſion neceſſarily implies incapacity.” 
"The fact is aſcertained, and indeed admitted, that a 
new writ did iſſue for the borough of W hitehurch in 
Hampſhire, and that Mr. Woollafton was re-ele&tet, 
and at in the ſame Parliament. Tncapacity therefore 
in the fame Parliament does not neceffurily Tollow en 45 | 


zullon. \ | 
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Lam wendy to admit, chat, where a clear lego! 1 ineupa⸗ 
_ tity exiſts, all votes given to a perſon incapacitated are 
thrown away, if rhey are knowingly given to him. 
But, fir, I beg leave to affert, that this was Hot the caſe 
in the Middleſex buſineſs. Mr. Wilkes was qualified 
by the law ef the land; and the frecholders, who per- 
fectly underſtood the clear point of law, as well as 
their own ights, expreſlly declared in the Petition pre- 
ſented on th ef April 1769 to the Houſe, «Your 
6 Petitioners beg leave to repreſent to this honourable 
<« Houſe, that the ſaid Henry Lawes Lurtrell had not 
5© the majority of legal votes at the ſaid eleckion, nor 
* did the majority of the freeholders, when they votell 
*« for John Wilkes, Eſquire, mean thereby to throw 
TS] away their votes, or to wave their right of repreſen- 
station; nor would they, by any means, have choſen 
eto be repreſented by the ſaid Henry Lawes Luttrell, 
« Eſquire. Your Petitioners therefore apprehend he 
< cannot fit as the repreſentative of the ſaid County in 
1c Parliament, without a manifeſt infringement of the 
< rights and privileges of the frecholders thereof.” 
 'This Houſe, dir, is created by the people, as the 
other is by the King. What right can the majority 
have to ſuy 40 any county, city, or borough, you ſhall 
not have a particular perſon to be your reprefentative, 
only becauſe he is obnoxious to us, when he is qualz- 
fied by law ? Every county, city, er borough; has an 
equal right with all other -counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, to its own choiee, to its own Aitin& deputy 
in the great council ef the nation. Each is free-anil 
Independent, inveſted with preciſely the ſume powers. 
I do not mean, fir, mou to enter into he argument, 
-whether | it may not be fit to give this Houſe the power” 
D 2 i of 
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of expulſion in the firſt inſtance, for very flagrant oe" 
infamous crimes, either committed, or of which the 
member, may be convicted, ſubſequent to his election. 
The ſending the member back to his conſtituents on 
ſuch ground might be conſidered as an appeal to the 
people. If however his conſtituents ſhould differ in 


opinion from the majority of this Houſe, if they ſhould . 


think him fit to be re- elected, he ought to be admit- 


ted, becauſe he claims his feat under the ſame autho- 
rity by which every member holds the privilege of fit- .- 


ting and voting here, a delegation from the people, 


their free choice. 'The firſt appeal to the. conſtituents 
4 might i in many caſes appear juſt and reaſonable. The 
appeal certainly lies to them, for they are the fountain 

of this power. We exerciſe their right. By their re- 


preſentation only we age a Houſe of Parliament. They 
have the right of chuſing | for themſelves, not a Aye: 
rity here for them. 

Sir, I will venturs to alert, that the law of the land, 
by which all courts of judicature are equally bound, is 
overturned by the power lately exerciſed by a Majority 
of a Houſe of Commons. The right of election by 


law is veſted in the freehold.. It is not placed in you, 


but in other hands, in thoſe of the freeholders, or the 
conſtituents. Your predeceflors not only robbed a 
particular county of its nobleſt privileges, but they - 


changed the conſtitution of a Houſe of Commons. 


The freeholders of this county and the nation abhorred 
the proceeding, and poured their execrations on the 


| treacherous authors. From us not only they, but the 


law and conſtitution, now expect a full reparation of 
the 1 wyury, hy Ore the n 60 
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This uſurpation, if acquieſced under, would be at- 
tended with the moſt alarming. conſequences. If you 
can reject thoſe diſagreeable to a majority, and expel 
whom you pleaſe, the Houſe of Commons will be felf- 
created and ſelf-exiſting. You may expel till you ap- 
prove, and thus in effect you nominate.” The original 
idea of this Houſe being the repreſentative of the com- 
mons of the realm will be loſt. The conſequences of 
ſuch a principle are dangerous in the extreme. A 
more forcible engine of deſpotiſm cannot be put into 
the hands of a Miniſter. I with gentlemen would at- 
tend to the plain conſequences of ſuch proceedings, 
and conſider how they may be brought home to them- 
ſelves. A member hated, or dreaded, by the miniſter, 
is accuſed of a crime; for inſtance, of being the author 
of what he thinks a libel. I ſelect this caſe, as being 
the crime the leaſt likely to be committed by any 
one gentleman of the preſent majority of this Houſe. 
No proof whatever is given on oath before you, be- 
eauſe you cannot adminiſter an oath, except in the 
eaſes provided for by act of Parliament, You deter- 
mine the falt however, and thus the Miniſter begins 
with invading the rights of Juries, Before any trial, 
he gets the paper voted a libel, and the member he 
wiſhes expelled is voted to be the author, which is a 
fad this Houſe is not competent to try and determine. 
Expulfion means always, as it is pretended, incapacity. 
The member is accordingly adjudged incapable. He 
cannot in, conſequence be re- elected, and thus is to- 
tally excluded from Parliament. By ach manœuvres 
a miniſter may garble a Houſe of Commons till not a 
ſingle enemy of his own, or friend of his country, is 
left here, and the repreſentation of the people in a 


0 D 3 „ 


1H (38) 2 

1 great degree annihilated. Corruption had not lent 
deſpotiſm wings ta fly ſo high in the reigu of Charles 
4 I, or the miniſter of chat day would have been con- 
I tented with. expelling Hampden, and the: four other 
= heroes, hecauſe: they had immediately been adjudged 
| | mcapable,, and thereby incapacitated from thwarting i in 
[| parliament the arbitrary meaſures of a wigked court. 
6 My expulſion was an eaſy. victory over liberty and the: 
| | conſtitution., It went with wonderful expeditions 
| 

b 


cmhrough all the forms of this Houſe, for it was known. - 

do be a, meaſure previouſly adopted in the cabinet, 

| - * whoſe members have through the * preſent reign fre- 

| Ly quently dared to deliberate on the invaſion of, the 

- *Cdeareſtrights of their country. 

Upon all theſe conſiderations, fir, in order to ms ({. 

* - ; the minds of the people, to reſtore our violated con- 

ſtitution to its original purity, to vindicate the in- 
Jured rights of this county in particular, and of all the 
electors of this kingdom, and that not the leaſt trace 
of the violence and injuſtice of the laſt parliament in 

this important cauſe may diſgrace our records, I hum- 
bly move, that the reſolution of this Houſe of the 
if 17th of February 1769, that John Wilkes, Eſquire, 


* One of the fir acts of the preſent reign was to diſmiſs Mr. Legge, beak 
he had ſome years before refuſed to yield his intereſt i in Hampſhire to a Scotchm 
[Sir Simeon Stuart], recommended by Lord Bute. This was the reaſon publickly 
aſſigned by his Lordſhip. Junius, vol. II. p. 35. 

The franſa&tion, to which Junius alludes, is related at large in a 4to pamphlet 
compiled from. original papers, intituled, Seme: Account 'of the Character of the late 
R gbe Honourable Henry Bilfon Legge 

Mr. Legge received a verbal n from Lord Bute by Mr. Martin [Samuel 
Martin Eig.] Dec. 12, 1759, the purport of which was, as it ſtands upon Mr. 
Legge's paper, © that he. ſhould bid adieu to the County of Southampton at the 
4 general election, and aſſiſt, as far as lay in his power, the Prince of Male 's [now 
George the Third's) # nomination of reno members.” p. 16. 

Before the talons were grown, ſuch things were remarked, that every man of 
N dreaded the moment of * 
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ec having beets, in this ſofſon of Partiament,. ongelled: thi 
<<. put, wing; and 15, itteagabic of laing defied a Mens: 
<< bey -$0i ferwe'' in: the- pnefent- Parliaments, be expunged: 
<6. from the Journals of this: Hunſt, as being ſub- 
6. hore of the: _ at the "hai {ace — . 


* : 
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Ocdered, That the order ot the day; for the ſecond 
reading of the Bill to incapacitate William Abraham, 
James Anderſon, junior, &c. &c. from voting at 9 — 
tions for Members to ſerve in Parliament, and for the 
preventing bribery and corruption, in the election of 
Members to ferve in Parliament, for the Borough of | 
H. Hans in, the county of Wilts, be now read. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Member for Eaſt Retfori, gave no- 
tice in a very, ſpirited manner, that he would move the 
Committee to. inſert Iĩłewiſe in the Bill the names of 
the Bribers, the Candidates themſelves. The Lord 

Mayor, Mr. Wilkes. obſerved, that the puniſhment | 
ought to extend farther as to all the parties, and men- 
tioned a great defect in the Statute Law againſt Bribery 
and Corruption ; that at preſent a perſon convicted of 
bribery and corruption was indeed incapacitated from 
voting for a Member of Parliament, but not from 
becoming himſelf a part of the legiſlative body, and 
actually firting 1 in that Houſe, He added, that there 
way at this time ho gentleman” in « high and la- 


* The perfon Aunded e — W 
Truro in Cornwall, now a Lord of Tradey-wtis was proſecuted td eclavietion 305 
heidaey = 4 formor Kaum for Maldgn in N. 


D 4 | crative * - 


— — . ̃ . i 
_—_ — 
— * = 
: 
7 I 
- d — 


(4% ) 


ctative" office under the Crown, beſtowed upon him 


ſince he was perſonally convicted of bribery and cor- 


ruption, who was admitted and acknowledged to be a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons in this very Par- 

liament. He appealed to the Miniſter himſelf, who 
was preſent, for the truth of the aſſertion; but no an- 
ſwer was given. He further remarked, that the mode 

propoſed by ſome gentlemen, of proſecuting the 
electors of Hindon in a court of law, inſtead of puniſh- 
ing them by the preſent Bill, would let half the guilty 


| eſcape, even ſuppoſing a lawyer could be found public- 
_ "ſpirited. enough to undertake ſo many and expenſive 


cauſes, under the known circumſtance of the poverty 
of the parties, and their inability to pay the penalties ; 
for, as the law now ſtands, any perſon guilty of bri- 
bery and corruption, who informs againſt another 
equally guilty, faves himſelf, and acquires a perſonal 
indemnity; that this would certainly be the caſe of 
the venal wretches at Hindon, and conſequently 94 of 


them might eſcape the - puniſhment which all the 188 

ſo highly merited; whereas the mode of a Bill in Par- 
lirment dealt out equal and exemplary puniſhment to 
ary Fig guilty, | 


Vorxs of October 55 177 5. 


Reſolved, That an own Addreſs be 1 to 
His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty the thanks of this 


Houſe, for His moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne. 


To 


- I 


( 4.) 
Lo affure His Majeſty, that we haye long- lamented: 
the condition of our unhappy fellow ſubjects in Ames, 
rica, ſeduced from their allegiance by the groſſeſt miſ⸗ 


repreſentations, and the moſt wicked and inſidious pre- 


tences, &c. to declare, that His Majeſty's faithful 
Commons took a ſincere part in His Majeſty's paternal, 
deſire, rather to reclaim, than te ſubdue the moſt, re- 

Qory of His Colonies, &c. the rebellious war now le- 
vied is become more general, &c. that we. thankfully, 
acknowledge the gracious conſidergtions, which in- 
duced his Majeſty to ſend a part of His Electoral troops 
to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, &. 
that we are bound in duty to return His Majeſty our 
particular thanks for pointing out to us, from the, 
Throne, the conſtitutional reſource of our well-mo- 
delled and well: regulated national Militia; &c. and, to 
affure His Majeſty, that we hear wich the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction the affectionate declaration of the Father: f 
his People, enn 55d 5 | 


The Lord * Mr. Wilker, ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, a 3 


p * 


I entirely agree with the honourable gentleman #, *, 
who ſeconded the Motion for an Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, that every man ought now to ſpeak out; and in a 
moment ſo i important as the preſent to the whole 'em- 
pire, I think it ill becomes the dignity and duty of 
Parliament to loſe itſelf in ſuch a fulſome adulatory 
Addreſs to the throne as that now -propoſed. We 
ought rather, fir, to approach our Sovereign with 
found and wholeſome advice, and « even with remon- 


. * Governor Lyttelton, Member fr Bll, now Lond uche, a Lord of the, 
Treaſury, | 


ſtrances 
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= | Can Y 
firances againſt the conduct of His miniſters; who have 
Ptecipitated' the nation into an anj uſt, nuinous, foloniogs,! 
and mitrderous war: I call the war with our brethren? 
in America an unjuſt; fetonious- war, becauſe the primury- 
cauſe and confeſſed origin of it is, to attempt to tako 
their money from them without their conſent, con- 
trary to the commen rights of all mankind, and cho 
great fundamental principles of te Engliſh oanſtipu.- 
tion, for which Hampden. bled. P aſſert, fir, tiaf iv 
is in conſequence a murderous war, beeauſe it is an ef. 
fort to deprive men of their lives for ſtanding! up in 
0 the juſt cauſe of the defence of their property, and 
their clear rights. Tt becomes no leſs's murderous war, 
with reſpeck to many of our fellow-ſubjets- of this 
mMand'; for every man; either of the navy or army; | 
who- 155 been ſent by government to Ameriea, and 
fallen a vickim in this unnaturaÞ and unjuſt oonteſt, 
Bas, in my opinion, been murdered by adminiftration, 
and his blood lies at their door. Such- a war, fear, 
fir, will draw down. the vengeance of heaven upon this 

devoted kingdom. 

I think this war, fir, fatal and ruIngus' to our eoun- 
try. It abſolutely annihilates the only great ſource,of 
our wealth, which, we enjoyed unrivaled by other na- 
tions , and deprives * of the fruits of the laboriqug 

| | | 3 5 induſtry 
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be Speech of che LORP- MAVOK Ms, adi ws mags ou 
* © hath, tothy COMMON HAL, * . [ 
SGentlem of the Larry, 9 | Arb 
BF e hn r 
* 1 very readily complied with the requeſt. of feveral reſpectablꝭ Citizens to calſ this 


common Halt; from every{celingof juſdioe and huraniry te: oer perfecuted bree 
in America, and the fatal conſequences I foreſee of the violent proceedings now 
5 carrying om nien muſt-©-douply, aſtocr the:profperity; ave: onty. of tits, this firſt 
: S city in the world, but likewiſe the whole Kingdom. I will anly; gene. 
ly tlemen, 
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zudulfry of x near three millions of ſudſecks, which cette 


tereck here; That commerce has already taken its 
flight, and our American merchants are now de ploring f 


che conſequences of a wrerched polley, which As hs 
purſue to their deſtruction. It is, fir,, no Jefs rumbour 
with regard to the enormous expence of the fleets and 
armies neceffary for this nefarious undertaking, and 


of confequence the enormous fupplies to be raifed'®, 


fo that we are waſting our preſent wealth, while we 


are deftroying the ſources of all we might have in 
furure. An Humane mind muſt — * —. 
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n eee 
of a petition from this Metropolis. to both, Hauſes of Parliament, long before 
preſent 1 3 rr 
began, ſt, long age as the yer 1739. a 

« The Citizens, of London are ee. May interatded, in whatever ache thy 
un trade ofthis nation not to expreſs the utmoſt anxigty for the welfare of chat. only 
"—_ of .our. riches. The petitioners apprehend; that thte trade from theſd Hu 
% Majeſty's Kingdoms to His. eee 13 eee eee 
10 the only, profitablc trade this. nation now enjoys welt by eber. | 
-I6 Gentlemen;thetradetoour American\Colinits near forty years ago wits, accords 
ing to the declared opinion of this Metropolis, of facts importance, this amin o 
tries for ſeveral late years made in the boaks af the Cuſtomelouſe, which.aes.ab» 
moſt daily before your eyes, will beſt demonſtrate to what an immenſe maggituds 
it is ſinoe grown, and that ſuch an objedt calls for our molt earneſt, unwearied 
attention and regard. Whatever your: detenninatians may, be, you may be-affured 
of the Hearty concurrence of your Chief Magiſtrate. _ 
nn the Speech bon the- Throne on the ſume dey Bis Majeſty dectired, 
„ among the many unavoidable ill conſequences of- this: Rebellion, nome Hr me 
« more ſenfibly than the extraordinary burthen which it muſt create to my, faithful 
e ſubjecta. This: paſſage is a clear demonſtration, that the Speech from the 
Throne. muſt be confidered 25 the Speech of the Miniſter, not of the Sovereign. 
The Miniſter, who. controls the finances of a Nate, would naturally dwell on the 
great expence of a rehellious war ; but a good and humane King, who loved hig 
people, would def ae ther idea of the cruet effuſion of thi bloods 
and the loſs of the lives, of many thouſands of his ſubjects; 

En 1744, Menin eſt attaqus par les Frangois. On dit à Louis. XV des 
bruſquant une attaque qui codtera quelques hommes, on ſera quatre jours phatdt 
dans la ville. «Eh dien, dit le Roi, © prenons-la eker yes 
 Ijue min pros ques ²˙¹¹ꝛ⅜ 7: 


Journal de Louis XV. 
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are the conſequence, of every civil war, and eech. 
Ac civil war of this magnitude and extent. bbs 
's * ſpeak, fir, as a firm friend to Eng land and Ame- 
Tica, bur {till more to univerſal liberty, and the rights 
of. all mankind: 1 truſt no part of the ſubjects of chis 
Vaſt empire will eyer ſubmit to be ſlayes. I am ſure. 
the Americans are too high- ſpirited to brook. the idea. 
Your whole power, and that of your allies, if you had 
any, even of all the German troops, of all the ruffians_ 
from the North, whom you can hire, cannot effect 
ſo wicked a purpoſe. The conduct of the preſent ad · 
miniſtration has already wreſted the ſceptre of America 
dut of the hands of our Sovereign, and he has now 
ſcarcely even 4 poſtmaſter left. in that whole northern 
continent. More than half the empire is already loſt, 
and almoſt all the reſt in confuſion and anarchy. The 
miniſtry have brought our Sovereign into a more dif- 
_ graceful ſituation than any crowned head now living. 
He alone has already loſt, by their fatal counſels, 
more territory than the three great united powers of 
Ruſſia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia, have together by a wicked 
confederacy robbed Poland of, and by equal acts of 
Tiolegcs and jnjuſtice from adminiſtration, - 

England was never engaged in a conteſt of ſuch ims 
portance to our moſt valuable concerns and poſſeſſions. 
We are fighting for the ſubjection, the unconditional 
fubmiſſ on, of a country infinitely more extended than 

our own, of which ęvery day increaſes the wealth, the 
natural ſtrength, the population. Should we not ſuc- 
peed, it will be a loſs never enough to be deplored,' a 
'boſom friendſhip ſoured to hate and reſentment, We 
ſhall be conſidered as their moſt implacable enemies, 


| an 


(45 ) | 
an eternal ſeparation 1 will follow, and the grandeur of 
the Britiſh empire paſs away. Succeſs, final ſucceſs, - 
ſeems to me not equivocal, not uncerrain, but impoſ 
ſible. However we may difier- among ourſelves, they | 
are perfectly united. On this fide the Atlantic party» 
rage unhappily divides us, but one ſoul animates the | 
vaſt northern continent of America, the general con- 1 
greſs, and each provincial aſſembly. An appeal has 
been made to the ſword; and at the cloſe of the laſt 
campaign what have we conquered ? Bunter: Hill 

only, and with the loſs of i 200 men. Are we to pay 
as dearly for the reſt of America? The idea of the 

conqueſt of that immenſe continent is as romantic as 
unjuſt. | 

| The honourable condemn , who moved the Ad- 
dreſs, ſays, „the Americans have been treated with 
e lenity.” Will facts juſtify the aſſertion? Was your 
Boſton port Bill a meaſure of lenity? Was your iber 
Bill a meaſure of lenity? Was your Bill for taking away 
the charter. of the Maſſachuſet's Bay a meaſure of lenity; * 

or even juſtice ? I omit your many other groſs provo- 
cations and inſults, by which the brave Americans 
have been driven into their preſent ſtate. He aſſerts 
that they vow. a-diſpoſition to be independent. On 
the contrary, fir, all che declarations, both of the late 
and the preſent congreſs +, uniformly tend to this one 
object, of being put on the ſame footing the Americans 
were in 85 8 17634 3. 4 TAs has been their only de- 

| | mand, 


—— — 


* John Dyke Acland; Eig. Blender for Callington, in Cornwall. 3 
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km, from which they have mexer varkd. Theie 
daily prayers and petitions are for tiberty, peace, antt 
ey. I uſe the words of the Congreſs the laſt year. 
Whey guſtly expect to be put on an equal footing with. 
the ther ſubjocds of the empire, and are willing ro 

- come ime any fair agreement with pou in comercial 

donc. If you confine all aur trade to yourſelves, . 

day they; if you make a monapoly af ear commerce; 

I yon -ſbut#ll-the-orher ports of the work! againſt us, 

fo mot un ws Hkrwiſc. bf you tax us, chen give us 4 

frer Trade, ſuch as you enjoy yourſelves, Let us have 

equal udrumtages of commerce, ll orhor ports open to 

us; thenwe can, and will, chearfully, voluntarily pay 

taxes. , You will have a free-will Mering + given _ 

zllouſure, mot grudgingly. 

4 2 muſt give, fir, every man who loves this country, 
the deepeſt mancern at the naming in the Addreſs 

feeignnzwops, Hanoverians and Heſſians, who are now 
dalled uo interfere in our domeſtic · quarrels, not to d well 

chiis day on the illegulity of the meafure, the danget 

and. diſgrace attend ing foreign mercenaries. The militia, 

, indaad, are we are vuld woe now employed, and that 

noble inſtitution lis at preſent complimented by minitf- 
gers, but ve kmow hey hate the very mame of a militia, 


dern that ancuſure. i atopred au becauſe the ermnbody- 


Ante. Toe veſt.in.the world. 8 6 
tue Crown, and paid, in all their courts, obedience to Arts of Parliament. Nu- 

du as the ipeaple are in the foveril old prowimtes, they coſt yon notlung in 
farts, .citadels, garriſons, or armies, to keep them in ſubje ction. They were go- 
derned by this country at the expence only of a little pen, ink, and paper. They 
were led by a.thread. They-had not .en}y.a .refpeRt, but an atfeQtion, for” Great 
Britain, for its laws, its cuſtoms, and manners, and even a. ſandmeſs ſor its/faſhions, 
That-greatly inereaſed the commerce. Natives of Britain were always.treated avitÞ 
Particular regard; to be an Oi-Eygland-wan, was, of itſelf, a charaRter of ſome 
Tete, and pave 3 Kind of rank among us. Dr. Franklin's Examinations P. 111. 
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ing of thoſe forces enables adminiſtration to bub 5 


more of our fellow - ſubjects in America. 


Sir, I diſapprove not only the evil ſpirit of the — 


Andreſe, but likewiſe the wretched adulation of almoſt 


every part of it. My wiſh and hope therefore is, that 


it will be rejected by the Houſe!; and that another du - 
tiful, yet decent, and manly, Addreſs will be preſented 


to the King, praying his Majeſty to ſheathe the ſword, 


prevent the farther effuſion of the blood of our fellow- 
ſubjects, adopt ſome mode of negociation with the ge- 
neral-congrels, :in-compliance with their repeated peti-. 
tions, —— We * 2 * 
rratted wy. gg dee . | 


_ Vores 4 1 277 17 7 5. 


A \ Motion was made, and the Queſtion being pen 
« That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
: * jeſty, humbly requeſting, that his Majeſty would 
4 be gracioully pleaſed to impart to this Houſe, who 
© were the original authors and adviſers to his Ma- 
_o zeſty of the following meaſures, before they were 


e propoſed in Parliament — for taxing America, 


; < without the conſent of its Aſſemblies, for che _ 
00 * pole of a Revenue, &c. dee.“ yer 


Mr. Ilten OY 4; 1 Mics 11 


„ e eee eee 
The Addreſs to Hs Majeſty, WOES + the bevor 


gentleman has moved this day, is ſoefſentially different 


„ Mr. Alderman Oliver, Member for London. 


from 


«a» | 
from all Ather late addreſſes to the throne, that I own 
it meets with my hearty concurrence. I think it, ſir, 
of che utmoſt conſoquence to know the original authors: 
and adviſers of 'this unjuſt, pernicious, and calamitous 
war! which has already deluged with blood a part of 
Atherielg and ſpiead horror and devaſtation throu gh g 
char whole ref apy continent. When ſo many pro- 
vines of the empire are already loſt, and the reſt ao- 
euifly- engaged in a cruel, civil war, we ought not to 
fir down in a criminal ſupineneſs. It becomes our duty, 
| 48 the grand inqueſt of the nation, to find out and pu- 
- Hiſh the ddlitiquents, by whoſe fatal counſels ſuch evils. 
have been brought upon this convulſed and almoſt 
ruined tare. We owe it to the people at large; and 
ſeveral of us have it in expreſs charge from our con- ( 
ſtituents. C 
We are, I fear, ſir, on the eve of an Peas politicnd 8 
ſeparation from the weſtern world, unlefs a very ſpeedy 
reconciliation ſhould take place, If the preſent. mo- 
tion happily meets with. ſucceſs, I am ſure it will do 
more nah a ſincere, laſting, and hearty union with 
America, than all the captious and. fallacious propoſals 
of adminiſtration. The Americans will then believe 
we indeed deſire . a reconciliation with them, and they | 
will at length begin to have confidence in our counſels, 
when. they ſee the vengeance of Parliament fall on the 
authors of our common, calamities. The principles of 
violence and injuſtice,” which have hitherto prevailed, 
they will ſee, if the Houſe is really in earneſt to treat, 
yield to equity and moderation; a negociation on fair, 
equal, and Juſt terms, may. enſue, and a general tran- 
quillity be re-eſtabliſhed in an 1 8 YET! is now 
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| Trally think, fir, this is almoſt the only method == 
now left of extricating ourſelves with honour and digs 
nity from our preſent alarming difficulties. You have 
voted fleets and armies, and your forces figure greatly 
in the papers of the Secretary at War, and in the ex» 
penſive eſtimates on your table. But the miniſter 

knows very well they are not equal to the mad project 

of ſubjugating the vaſt continent of America; nor do I 

believe the whole ſtrength of this kingdom adequate to ; 

ſach an attempt. After a very bloody campaign you 

have conquered only one hill of Jeſs than a mile's cir- 
cumference, for you were ſuffered to land as friends in 

the only ſea · port town of any conſequence which you 
5 poſſeſs; Would the noble * lord, whom his Majeſty 

has lately raiſed to one of che higheſt civil offices, if | 
he were ſent on a military ſervice, would he venture, _ 
even at the head of the whole Britiſh tavalry, to ad- | 
vanoe ten miles into the country? He would not, I am 
rann be ſo raſh, nor do] think His \piric- quite | 
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. defore them, is of opinion, That Lord George Sackville is guilty of having di ſebeyed the 
i ; orders of Prinoe Ferdinand of Brunfwick, whom he was by his Commiſſion and In- 
Fi 5 firutions directed to obey, as-Cormander in Chief, according to the rules of war: 
= and it is the further opinion of this Court, that the ſaid Lend George Sackville is 
and he is OY e 7 to pres Hs 8 1 d 


"wow, 


| baten, 
Di . wn, 17756. 


His Mijeſty having pleaſed/rv pit the Right Honouradie bende 
| ville Geumaine to be one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, bis Lord- 
4 ſhip was this day, by His Majeſty's command, Tp ay] of His rn Prin- 

5 | n 


. 


** 


. 1 e . curing 


—_ 


daring enough to make the attempt. And is any mi- 


ruined merchant and manufacturer beſiege your doors, 


and farce now in contemplation, of thirty commiſſi- 
oners, with a ſalary of four thouſand N each, to 


the preſent motion, as holding out the olive branch. 


Alas! ſir, they are not ignorant even in the faſhionable 


| cities Houſe, that that province now grew more corn, 


perfectly underſtood the art of making gunpowder, and 


| - art of caſting both braſs and iron cannon, as well as of 
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niſter weak enough to flattter himſelf with the conqueſt 
of all North America? The Americans will diſpute 
every inch of territory with you, every narrow pals, 
every ſtrong defilg, every Thermopyle, every Bunker's 
Hill. A train of moſt unfortunate events will probably 
enſue, and the power of recruiting, perhaps ſubſiſting, 
your weakened forces, at ſuch a diſtance, be loft. After 
an unavailing ſtruggle of a very few years, when the 


you will perhaps think of nam ing ambaſſadors to the 
general congreſs, inſtead of the wild and expenſive jobb 


cry Peace, when there is no Peace, 
Vet, fir, I think Peace abſolutely a n 
Great Britain and America, and therefore I approve 


The Americans are rapidly increaſing i in population, 
and in the knowledge of all the uſeful arts of life. 


art of murdering our own ſpecies. 'The late worthy 
governor of Pennſylvania * declared at the bar of the 


than was ſufficient for the ſupply of its inhabitants; 
that they exported conſiderably every year; that they 


had effected it; that they had eſtabliſhed ſeveral works 
to procure ſaltpetre; that they had the materials and 
means in great plenty of caſting 1 iron cannon; .that the 


fabricating ſmall arms, had been carried to great per- 


* enn Penn, Eſq; was examined before the Hoſe of Lords, Nov. 10, 1775. 


fection; ; 
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fection:; and that they were expert in ſhip-building BE. 
yond the Europeans. He declared likewiſe, bat ſingle 


province had actually enrolled 20,000 men in arms, 


embodied, but not in pay, and had 4000 minute men 
ready on the firſt notice of any danger; The authentic 


accounts of the preparations for the forming, training, 


and diſciplining troops in the Maſſachuſets Bay and in 


Virginia are equally formidable, nor are they inconfi- 
derable in the other united provinces. Every idea of | 


force therefore on our fide muſt appear infatuation. 
All wiſe legiſlators, fir, have calculated the ſtrength 


of a nation from the number of its inhabitants, the tho 


borious, ſtrong, and active. The population in moſt 
parts of America is doubled in the courſe of nineteen 
or twenty years; while that of this iſland is known ra- 
ther to have decreaſed ſince the year 1692. The emi- 
grations of late from the three kingdoms have been 
amazing and alarming. Our own people have fled in 


multitudes from a government, under which they 
ſtarved. It appears from the niceſt calculations, that 


many more of our fellow - ſubjects have voluntarily left 
this kingdom for America - never to return than I 
believe adminiſtration has hitherto ſent in their pay 


both of fleets and armies never to return —in any 
conſiderable proportion I mean of the force ſent. The 
Americans, fir, are a pious and religious people. With 


much ardour and {ſucceſs they follow the firſt great 
command of Heaven, Be fruitful, and multiply. While 
they are fervent in theſe devout exerciſes, while the 


men continue enterpriſing and healthy, the women 


kind and prolific, all your attempts ro ſubdue them by 


force will be ridiculous and unavailing, will be regarded 
by * with ſcorn and abhorrence. They are daily 
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messe and if you loſe the preſent moment of 
reconciliation, to Which this motion tends, you loſe all. 
America may now be reclaimed or n but cannot 
be ſubdued. 
Gentlemen, fir, -do'not ſeom bernd the 
aſtoniſhing diſadvantages, under which we engage in 
this conteſt againſt tlue combined powers of America, 
not only from the diſtance and natural ſtrength of the 
country, but the peculiar and fortunate circuniftances 
of a young, riſing empire. The Congreſs, fir, have not 
the monſtrous load of a debt of above one hundred and 
forty millions, like our Parliament, to ſtruggle with, 
the very intereſt of Which would ſwallow up all their 
taxes! nor à numerous and hungry band of uſeleſs 
. placemen and penſioners to provide for; nor has luxury 
yet enervated their minds or bodies. Every ſhilling 
which they raiſe will: go to the man who fights the 
battles of his country. They ſet out like a young heir 
with a noble landed eſtate, uninoumbered with enor- 
mous family debts; while we appear the poor, old, 
feeble, exhauſted, and ruined parent, but exhauſted 
and ruined * our own vickelneft, ;prodigaliey, u 
 profligaey, 
Sir, I daily hear hy Americans, who-glow with'a 
divine zeal for liberty in all its branches, miſrepre- 
ſented in this Houſe, and the oftenfible miniſter is dili- 
gent in propagating the moſt unjuſt calumnies againſt 
them. The noble lord with the blue ribband told us, 
the liberty of ube preſs was loſt throughout America The 
noble lord deceives us in this, as in many other things. 
From experience we know that his intelligence can 
never be relied upon. The liberty of the preſs, the 
bulwark of all our . is loſt only i in Boſton, for 
: O his 
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his lordihip's miniſterial troops govern there only. The 
preſs is free at Water- Fown, but ſeven miles diſtant 
from Boſton, at Philadelphia, Newport, Williamſ⸗ 
burgh, and in the reſt of North America. I wilt give 
the Houſe the demonſtration. General Gage's fooliſſ 
and contemprible proclamation. againſt Samuel Adams 
and: Johm Hancock, two worthy: gentlemen, and, ! dare 
to add, true patriots, even that proclamation, deelar- - 
ing them rebels and traitors, while the generals Waſh- 
ington, Putnam and Lee, with all the naval comman- 
ders in arms, were unnoticed by Him, appears reprinred 
in all the American papers. His letters likewiſe to 
Governor Turnbull and others, in which he moft heroi- 
cally apologized for his inert conduct, as neceſſary fo 
the protection of the army the protection of an army!— ' 
and of an army, which we were taught to believe would 
Joolt all oppoſition into ſubjection, awe the factions, and 
give ſecurity to the well affected tlieſe letters too were 
all faithfully- copied. I believe all the curious, futile 
orders he has iſſued, all his untneaning declarations and 
| proclamations, will be found as exact im the Pennſyl- 
vania, Water-Town, and other American news- papers, 
28 in the Gazette, publiſhed by his authority at Boſ- 
ton, which in other reſpects is as partial and falſe as 
that of the American Secretary publiſhed by authority 
. in this capital. 
5 The * honourable gentleman fir, who ſpoke laſt, 
ſays, the © preſent addreſs is trifling, for we already“ 
* know the author and adviſer of all the late meaſures 
* againſt America; that the noble lord with the blue 
* ribband will avow them, and has done it.” I wiſh to 
hear ſuch" 4 declaration. Will the noble lord avow 


* Anthony Storer, Eſq; Member for Carliſle. 
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himſelf rhe adviſer of only one of the late ſlagitidus 
meaſures, that of eſtabliſhing Popery and deſpotio 
power in Canada? The father of that monſtrous birth 
I thought had prudently hitherto choſen to remain con- 
cealed, He likewiſe tells us, © the motion now before 
eus is coupled with nothing, and leads to nothing.” I 
will tell him what it ought to lead 10, what it ought to 
be coupled with. I mean an impeachment, fir, which 1 
truſt will follow, as the next motion of the honourable 
gentleman, who ſpoke firſt in this debate. Whoever 
did adviſe the meaſures lately purſued, which have loſt 
half our empire, I conſider as a criminal of fo deep a 
dye, that his head would be a juſt ſacrifice to the ho- 
nour of England and the peace of America. The word 
impeachment, I hope, will always ſtrike terror to the ear 
and heart of a wicked and arbitrary miniſter, and that 
the nobleſt and moſt i important prerogative of this free 
people, ſecured to us by our great deliverer, king Wil: 
liam III, in the . Act for the further limitation of the 
< crown, and better ſecuring the rights and liberties of 
te the ſubject, will ſhortly have its full effect, · that 
< no pardon under the great. ſeal of England be pleads | 
* able to an impeachment by the e! jo Paſt: 
ff ment,” | W | 
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Form of March 21, 1776, 
A 1 wegs made, — the Queſtion was put &« That 
„ be prep 90 bring ir in a Bill, for a juſt and 


3 * equal, 


( 


equal Ræpreſentation of the People of England in in 
« Parliament.” 


Mr. Wilkes faid, 


Afr, Speaker, 


All wiſe governments, and well regulated ftates, have 
been particularly careful to mark and correct the va- 
rious abuſes, which a conſiderable length of time al- 
moſt neceſſarily creates. Among theſe; one of the moſt 
ſtriking and important in our country is, the preſent 
unfair and inadequate ftate of rhe repreſentation of the 
people of England in Parliament. It is now become 
fo partial and unequal from the lapſe of time, that T 
believe almoſt every gentleman in the Houſe will agree 
with me in the neceſſity of its being t taken into our 
moſt ſerious conſideration, and of our endeavouring to 
| find a remedy for this great and growing evil. 

Il I wiſh; fir, my flender abilities were equal to a tho- 
rough inveſtigation of this-momentous buſineſs. Very 
diligent and well-meant endeavours have not been want- 
ing to trace-it from the firſt origin. The moſt natural 
and perfect idea of a free government is, in my mind, 
that of rhe people themſelves aſſembling to determine 
by what laws they chuſe to be governed, and to eſta- 
bliſn the regulations they think neceſſary for the pro- 
tection of their property and liberty againſt all vio- 
lence and fraud. Every member of ſuch a communiry 
would ſubmit with alacrity to the obſervance of what 
had been enacted by himſelf, and aſſiſt with ſpirit in 
giving efficacy and vigour to laws and ordinances, 
vhich derived all their authority from his own appro- 
bation and concurrence. In ſmall inconſiderable ſtates, 
| E4 this 


be a ſtrong warning to the people, even againſt their | 


- ar. When all the burghers of Italy obtained the free- 


by bimſelf, and. therefore the reſolution of Parliament 


| * erpoeded by their 8 in che great 
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| this mode of legiſlation has been happily followed, 
both by ancient and modern times. The extent and 


populouſneſs of a great empire ſeems ſcarcely to ad- 
mit it without confuſion or tumult; and therefore our 
anceſtors, more wiſe in this than the ancient Romans, 


adopted the repreſentation of the many by a few, as an- 


ſwering more fully the true ends of government. 
Rome was enſlaved from inattention to this very eir- 
cumſtance, and by one other fatal act, which ought to 


own repreſentatives, the leaving power too long in the 
hands of the ſame perſons, by which the armies of the 
republic became the armies: of Sylla, Pompey and Cæ- 


dom of Rome, and voted. in public aſſemblies, their 
multitudes. rendered the diſtinction of the citizen of 
Rome and the alien impoſſible. Their aſſemblies and 
deliberations became diſorderly and tumultuous. Un- 
principled and ambitious men found out the. ſecret of 
turning them to the ryin of the Roman liberty arid 
common wealth. Among us this evil is avoided by 
repreſentation, and yet the Juſtice of the principle is pre- 
ſerved. Every Engliſhman is ſuppoſed to be preſent 
in Parliament, either in perſon, or by a deputy choſen 


is taken to be the reſolution of every individual, and 
to give to the public the conſent and approbation of 
every free agent of the community. 

According to the: firſt formation of mis ex Gelbem 
conſtitution, fo long and ſo juſtly.our greateſt boaſt and 
beſt inherztance, we find that the people thus took care 
no laws ſhould' be enacted, no taxes levied, but by bir 


council 
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council: of the nation. The mode of repreſentation. i 10 
ancient times being tolerably adequate and proporti- 
onate, the ſunſe of rhe people was known by that of Par- 


lament, their ſhave of power in che legiſſature being 


preferyed, and founded in equal juſtice. At preſent it 

is become infufficient, Partial, and unjuſt. 
From ſo pleaſiig a view as that of the equal power, 

which our anceſtors had, witk great wiſdom and care, 


modelled for the commons of rhis realm, the preſent 


ſcene gives us not very venerable ruins of that majeſtic 
and beautiful fabric, the Engliſh conſtiration. As the 
whole ſeems in diſorder and confuſion, all the former 
union and harmony of the parts are loſt or deſtroyed, 
It appears, fir, from the writs remaining in the King's 
remembraneer's: office in the exehequer, that no Jeſs 
than 22 towns ſent members to the Parliament in the 
23d, 25thy and 26th, of Edward I. which have long 


ceaſed. to be tepreſented. The names of ſome of them 


are ſcarcely known to us, ſuch as thoſe of Canebrig 
and Bamburg in Northumberland, Perſtiore and Brem 


in Worcefterſhire, Jarvall and Tykhull i in Yorlkſhi re. 


What a happy fate, fir, has attended the boroughs of = 


Gatton and Old Sarum, of which, although ip peritve 
ruinæ, the names are familiar to us; the clerk regu- 
larly calls them over, and four reſpectable gentlemen 
repreſent, their departed. greatneſs, as the knights ar a 


coronation repreſent Aquitaine and Normandy? The 
little town of Banbury, petite ville, grand renom, as 


Rabelais fays of Chinon, has, I believe, only 17 elee- 
tors, yet gives us in its repreſentative , what is of the 
utmoſt importance to the majority here, a firſt Lord of 


the treaſury, and 2 Chancellor of the exchequer. Is 


®* Lord North is Moder for Banbury, 
F 
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; influence and weight on a diviſion, I have often ſeen 


overpower the united force of the members for London, 
Briſtol, and ſeveral of the moſt populous counties. Eaſt- 
Grinſtead too, I think, has only about 3o electors, yet 
gives a ſeat among us to that * brave, beroic lord at 
the head of a great civil department, now very military, 
who has fully determined + to conquer America—but not 
in Germany. It is not, ſir, my purpoſe to weary the 
patience of the Houſe by the reſearches of an antiqua · 
ry into the ancient ſtate of our repreſentation, and its 
variations at different periods. I ſhall only remark 
ſhortly on what paſſed in the reign of Henry VI. and 


ſome of his ſucceſſors. In that reign, Sir John For- 


teſcue, his chancellor, obſerved that the Houſe of Com- 


mons conſiſted of more than 300 chgſen nen; various 


alterations were made by ſucceeding Kings till James II. 
No change has happened ſince that period. Great 
abuſes, it muſt be owned, contrary to the primary ideas 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, were committed by our for- 
mer princes, in giving the right of repreſentation to 
ſeveral paltry boroughs, becauſe the places were poor, 
and dependent on them, or on a favourite overgrown 
peer. The land-marks of the conſtitution have often 
been removed. The marked partiality for Cornwall, 


which fingle county ſtill ſends, within one, as many 


members as the whole kingdom of Scotland, is ſtrik- 
ing. It aroſe from yielding to the crown in tin and 
lands a larger hereditary r revenue than any other En- 
gliſh county, as well as from the duchy being in the ⸗ 
cromn, : and giving an amazing command and inſſuence. 


3 
„Lend George Germaine is Member for Eaſt Grinſtead. 
+ This ſeems to allude to the celebrated Expreffion of Mr. Pitt in the Houfe of 

Commons, that he bad conquered America in Germany, 

. . d 
: By 
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By ſueh abuſes of our princes the conſtitution was 
= in its moſt vital part. Henry VIII. reftored 
two members, Edward VI. twenty, Queen Mary four, 
Queen Elizabeth twelve, James I. ſixteen, Charles I. 
eighteen, in all ſeventy-two. The alterations by crea- 
tion in the ſame period were more conſiderable, for 
Henry VIII. created rhirty-three, Edward VI. twenty 
eight, Queen Mary ſeventeen, Queen Elizabeth forty- 
eight, James I. eleven; in all 173. Charles I. made 
no new creation of this kind, Charles II. added two 
for the county, and two for the city, of Durham, and 
two for Newark on Trent. This Houſe is at this hour 
compoſed of the fame repreſentation | it was at his de- 
mile, notwithſtanding the many and important changes 

which have ſince happened. It becomes us therefore 
to enquire, whether the ſenſe of Parliamenr can be now, 
on ſolid grounds, from the preſent repreſentation, ſaid 
to be the ſenſe of the nation, as in the time of our fore- 

- fathers. I am ſatisfied, fir, the ſentiments of the peo- 
ple cannot be juſtly known at this time from the reſo- 

jutions of à Parliament, compoſed as the preſent is, even 

though no undue influence was practiſed after the re- 
turn of the members to che Houſe, even ſuppoſing 
for a moment the influence of all the baneful arts of 
corruption to be ſuſpended, which, for a moment, I be- 
lieye, they have not been, under the preſent profligate 
adminiſtration. Let us examine, fir, with exactneſs 
and candour, if the * repreſentation i is fair and per- 


*The repreſentation muſt be complete. e 
ſented in the legiſlature that governs it, is ef governed. Had Scotland no repre- 
ſentatives in the Parliament of Britain, it would not be free; n6r would it be 
proper to call Britain free, though” Eng/and, its other part, were adequately 
repreſented. The like is true, in general, of every country ſubject to a legiſlature 
in which ſome of its parts, or ſome claſſes of men in it, are repreſented, and others 
pot, . page 6. 
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fect; let us confider of what the efficient parts of this 
Houſe are compoſed, and what proportion they bear, 
an the large ſcale, to the body of rhe people of En- 
gland, who are ſuppoſed to be repreſented. | 

The ſouthern part of this ifland, to which I now 
_ confine my ideas, conſiſts of about five. millions of 
people, according to the moſt received calculation, 
Twin ſtate by what numbers the majority of this Houſe 
is elected, and I ſuppoſe the largeſt number preſent of 
any recorded in our journals, which was in the famous 
year 1741. In that year the three largeſt diviſions ap- 
. pear on our journals. The firſt is that of rhe 21ſt of 
- January, when the numbers were 253 to 250; the 
x feeond on the 28th of the fame month, 236 to 235; 
- the third on the ↄth of March, 244 to 243. In theſe 
=. diviſions the members for Scotland are included; but 
| I Will fate my calculations only for England, becauſe 
it gives the argument more force. The diviſion there- 
| fore, I adopt, is that of January 21. The number of 
lf members preſent on that day were zog. Let me, 
: however, fuppoſe the number of 254 to be the ma- 
| Jority of members, who will ever be able to attend in 
| their places. I ſtate it high, from the accidents of 
| ſickneſs, ſervice in foreign parts, travelling and ne- 
| | ceffary avocations. From the majority of electors 
only in the boroughs, which return members to this 
| Houſe, it has been demonſtrated, that this number of 
= 254 is elected by no more than 5723 perſons, generally 
ll the inhabitants of Corniſh, ant other very inignificant 
| boroughs, perhaps by not the moſt reſpectable part of 
_ the community. Is our Sovereign then to learn the 
ſenſe of his whole people from theſe few perſons & 
| Are theſe the men to give laws to this vaſt empire, and, 
i! 7 | to 
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to tax this wealthy nation? I do not mention all the 
tedious calculations, becauſe (gentlemen may find 
them at length in the works of the incomparable Dr: 
Price, in Poſtlethwaite, and in Burgh” s Political dif- 
quiſitions. Figures afford the cleareſt demonſtration, 
incapable of cavil or ſophiſtry. Since Burgh's calcu- 
lations only one alteration has happened. I allude to 
the borough of Shoreham in Suſſex. By the act of 
17715 all the frecholders of forty ſhillings per annum 
in the neigbouring rape or hundred of Bramber are 
admitted to vote for that borough; but many of the 
old electors were disfranchiſed. It appears likewiſe, 
that 56 of our members are elected by only 364 per- 
ſons. Lord chancellor Talbot ſuppoſed' that the ma- 


jority of this Houſe was elected by 56000 perſons, and 


he exclaimed againſt the injuſtice of that idea. More 
accurate calculations than his Lordſhip's, and the un- 
erring rules of political arithmetic, have ſhewn the in- 
juſtice to be roy beyond what his 2 even 
ſüſpected. 

When we (conſider, . Ae the mal unportant 
powers. of this Houſe, the levying taxes on, and enact- 
ing laws for, five millions of perſons, is thus uſurped 
and unconſtitutionally exerciſed by the ſmall number 
I have mentioned, it becomes our duty to reſtore to 
the people their clear rights, their original ſhare in 
the legiſlature. The ancient repreſentation of this 
Kingdom, we find, was funded by our anceſtors. in Juſ- 
tice, wiſdom, and equality. The preſent ſtate of it 
would ann e ann and in- 
juſtice. 1 

This evil hat Sha n of by bnd of che 


viſeſt Pauiots our country has produced. I fhall deg 


leave 
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leave to give that cloſe reaſoner Mr. Locke's ideas is 


his own words. He ſays, in the treatiſe on civil got 
vernment, Things not always changing equally, 


and private intereſt often keeping up cuſtoms and 
„privileges, when the reaſons of them are ceaſed, it 


« often comes to paſs, that in governments, where 
« part of the legiſlative conſiſts of repreſentatives 
« chofen by the people, that in tract of time this re 
66 preſentation | becomes very unequal and diſpropor- 


ec tionate to che reaſons it was at firſt eſtabliſhed upom 


« To what groſs abſurdities the following of a cuſtom, 


« when reaſon has left i it, may lead, we may be ſatis- 


< fied, when we ſee the bare name of a town, of which 
< there remains not ſo much as the ruins, where 
s ſcarce ſo much houſing as a ſheep-cote, or more in- 


ce habitants than a ſhepherd, is to be found, ſends as 
many repreſentatives to the grand aſſembly of law- 


“ makers, as a whole county, numerous in people, 
and powerful in riches. This ſtrangers ſtand amazed 


at, and every one muſt confeſs needs a remedy.” 


After ſo great an authority as that of Mr. Locke, I 
ſhall not be treated on this occaſion as a mere viſionary; 
and the propriety of the motion I ſhall have the ho- 
nour of ſubmitting to the houſe, will ſcarcely be dif- 


puted. Even the members for ſuch places as Old 


Sarum, and Gatton, who, I may venture to ſay at pre- 


ſent fant nominis umbre, will, I am perſuaded,. have 


too much candour to poraplain of the right of their 
few conſtituents, if indeed they have conſtituents, if 


they are not ſelf · ereated, elde , ſelf-exiſtent, of 


this pretended right being transferred to the county, 
while the rich and populous manufacturing towns of 


eee. „ Leeds, Sheffield, and others, 


may 


1 

may have at leaſt an equitable ſhare in the formation 
of thoſe laws by which they are governed. My idea, 
fir, in this. caſe, as to the wretched and depopulated 
towns and boroughs in general, I freely own, is am- 
putation. I ſay with Horace, Inuiles ramos Rn, 
feliciores inſerit. 

This is not, fir, the firſt attempt of the kind to cor- 


rect, although in an inconſiderable degree, this grow- 


ing evil. Proceedings of a fimilar nature were had 
among us above a century paſt. The clerk will read 
from our journals what paſſed on the 26th of March, 
1668, on a bill to enable the county palatine of Dur- 
ham to ſend two knights for the county, and two ci- 
tizens for the city of Durham. [The clerk readt.] In 
a book of authority, Anchitell Grey's Debates, we 
have a more particular account of what paſſed in the 
houſe on that occaſion, He fays that, Sir Thomas 
« Meres moved, that the ſhires may have an increaſe 
<* of knights, and that ſome of the ſmall boroughs, 
ce where there are but few eleQors, may be taken 
* away, and a bill for that purpoſe,” We find after- 
wards, “on a diviſion, the bill was rejected, 65 to 
50.” This diviſion, however, alludes only to the 
bill then before the houſe, reſpecting the county and 
ity of Durham. I defire to add the few remarkable 


words of Sir Thomas Strickland in this debate, becauſe 


I have not ſeen them quoted on the late important 
American queſtions. cc The county palatine of Durban 


was never taxed in Parliament by ancient privilege before 
King James's time, and ſo needed no repreſentatives ; but 


now being taxed, it is but reaſonable they- ſhould heave,” 


Such ſentiments, fir, were promulgated in this houſe 


even ſo Fang ago! as the reign. of Charles I. 2 


(.@ ) 


J am aware, fr, that the power, d jure*, of the 
legifarure to disfranchiſe AT Pas of wen upon 


e in a letter to 1 Wilkes, dated Sept. 7, 1271, and printed at the end 
& his ſecond volume, ſays; As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, 1 am as truck 
« offended as any man at ſeeing them under the direct influence of the arm, or 
< at the diſpoſal of private perſons. Yet, I n, I have both doubts and pppre- 
* heriſions, in regard to the remedy you 'propoſe. I ſhall be charged perhaps 
ir an wwiuak want of intrepidity, when 1 honeftly confeſs to- you, that I am 
< ſtartlod at the idea of ſo extenſive an arnputation.Ia che firſt place, L queſtian 
the power, de jure, of the legiſlature to disfranchiſe a number of boroughs, upon . - 
«the general ground of improving the canftitution. There cannot be a doctrine 
I « gore; fatal to the Liberty aul property we are icautenting for, than thaty which 
| e confqutals the idea vf a ſupreme and erbicrary legiſlature. I need nat point opt to 
3 « you the fatal purpoſes to which it has been, and may be applied. If we axe 
et fmcere in the political creed we-profeſs, there, are many thing, which we eught 
to affirm carmot be dene by King, Lordg, am Commons. Among (theſe 71 
A reckon the disfranchiſigg of boroughs: with a general view of improvement. I | | 
« conſiier it as equivalent to robbing the parties concerned df their freehold, of 
their birth-right. I. ſay that, although this birth - richt :may.beforfeied,, or e 
« exerciſe of it ſuſpended in particular caſes, it cannot ba taken away, hy a general 
« 1aw, for any real or pretended: purpoſe of improving the conſtitution. Syp 
the attempt made, I am perſuaded you cannot mean either King, or Lords, 
hani xe an active part in it. A hill, which only touches the rereſontation 
« of the people, muſt originate. in the Houſe of Commons. In the formation and 
- mode of paſſing it, the excluſive right of the Commons muſt be aſſerted as ſcru- 
E paloiſly-as-inthe” caſe of a ,noney-hill. Now, ſir, I ſhould be glad to Know 
« by hat Kind of reaſoning it can be proved, that there is a power veſted in the 
<< repreſentative to d bis immediate conſtituent; from wheat he could 
poſſibly derive it. A courtier, know, would be ready to maintain the affire- 
« ative. The doctrine fuits bim axactiy, becauſe it gives him an-enjimited pe 
tion to the influence of the crown. But we, Mr. Wilkes, ought to hold Aa” A- 
« ferent language. It is no anſwer to me to ſay, that the vm, when t paſſes the 
Huuſe of Commons, is the act of the majority, aud not ithe ; repreſentatives/of 
dhe particular boroughs concerned. If the majority can disfranchiſe ten boroughs, 
« why not twenty, why not the whole kingdom? Why ſhould not they make 
their on ſeats in parliament ſor life? When the ſeptennial-act paſſed, che le- 
_ 4 flatare did what, apparently and palpably, they had ub Tight to du z but the) 
* did more than people in general were aware A 8 _— dixfranchiſed 
W 
For atgumert's ſake, I will now ſuppoſe, hot this eupedieney of abe. du 
<-ſure, and the power of parliament, are unqueſtionable. Still you find an inſur- 
& mountable difficulty in the execution. When all your inſtruments of amputation 
e are prepared, when. the -unhappy- patient lies bound at your beet, without the 
ks ih of reſiſtance, by what infallible * will you direct the operation 
« When 
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the general grounds of i improving the conſtitution, has 
been doubted; and gentlemen will aſk,- whether a 
power is lodged in the repreſentative to deſtroy his im- 
mediate conftiruent 2 Such a queſtion is beſt anſwered 


by another. How originated the right, and upon 


what ground was it ar firſt granted ? Old Sarum and 
Gatton, for inftance, were populous towns, and there- 
fore the right of repreſentation was firſt given them. 
They are now deſolate, and of conſequence ought not 
ro retain a privilege, which they acquired only by 


rheir extent and populouſneſs. © We onght in every 


thing, as far as we' can, to'make the theory and prac- 
tice of the conſtitution coincide. The ſupreme le- 
giſlative body of a ſtate muſt furely have this power 
inherent in itſelf. It was de facto lately exerciſed to its 
full extent by parliament in the cafe of Shoreham with 
univerſal approbation, for near a hundred corrupt 
voters were disfranchiſed, and about twice that num- 
ber of freeholders admitted from the county of Suſſex. 


, cod can you tell us whe) parts are 
« perfectly ſound Are there any certain limits in fact, or theory, to inform you 
« at what point you muſt ſtop, at what point the mortification ends'? TU A mah 
« ſo capable of obſervation and reflection as you are, it is unmeceſſary to fay all 


* that might be ſaid on the ſubject. Beſides that I approve highly of Lord Chat- 


« ham's idea of infuſing a portion of new health into the conſtitution to enable it to bea: 


« its infirmitses (a brilliant expreſſion, and full of intrinſic wiſdom), other reaſons | 


& concur in perſuading me to adopt it. I have no objection, &c.” 


The man who fairly and compleatly anſwers this argument, ſhall have my | 


thanks and my apptauſs. My heart is alre: y with him.---1' am ready to be cott- 
vented.---1 admire his morality, and would. gladly ſubſcribe to the articles of his 
faith. Grateful, as I am, to the coop , whoſe bounty has imparted to me 


| this reaſoning” intellect, whatever it is, I hold myſelf proportionably indebted to 


him, from whoſe: enlighted underſtanding another ray of knowledge communicates 
to mine. But neither ſhould 1 think the moſt exalted faculties of the human mind, 
a git worthy-of the divinity; nor any aſſiſtance in the improvement of them, a 

ſubje& of gratitude to my fellow - creature if I were not ſatisfied, that really to 
iuform the underſtanding corrects and enlarges the heart. JUNIUS. 
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It will be objected, I foreſee, that a time of perfect 
calm and peace throughout this vaſt empire is the 
moſt proper to propoſe 3 internal regulations of this im- 
portance ; -and that, while inteſtine diſcord. rages in 
the whole. northern continent of America, our atten- 
tion ought to be fixed upon that moſt alarming object, 
and all our efforts employed to extinguiſh the \deveur- : 
ing flame of a civil war. In my opinion, fir, the Ame- 
rican war is in this truly critical era one of the ſtrongeſt 
arguments for the regulation. of our repreſentation, 
which I now ſubmit to the houſe. During the reſt of 
our lives, likewiſe, I may venture to propheſy, Ame- 
rica will be the leading feature of this age. In our 
lare diſputes with the Americans, we have always taken 
it for granted, that the people of England juſtified all 
the iniquitous, cruel, arbitrary, and mad proceedings 


of adminifſtration, becauſe they had the approbation 


of the majority of this houſe. The abſurdity of ſuch 
an argument is apparent, for the majority of this 
* K we know ſpeak only the ſenſe of 5724 perſons, 
even ſuppoſing, according to the laudable conſtitu- 
tional. cuſtom of our anceſtors, that the conſtituent 
had been conſulted on this great national point, as he 
ought to have been *. We have ſeen in what manner 
the acquieſcence of a majority here is obtained. The 
people in the ſouthern part of this iſland amount to 
upwards of five millions. The Teaſe, therefore, of 


9 ages, _ Hs tr of the Commons, have re- 
ſuſed to give their opinion in ſome caſes,” till they had conſulted with thoſe that 
ſent them; the houſes have been often adjourned to give them time to do it; and 
if this were done more frequently, or that the towns, .cities, and counties, had on 
ſome occaſions. given ini · u liens to their deputies, matters would probably have 
nnn have often done. 

F Algernon Sydney, 4to edition of 1763, page 424- 
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five millions cannot be- aſcertained by the opinion of 
not 6000, even ſuppoſing it had been colle&ed. The 


Americans with great reaſon infiſt, that the preſent 


war is carried on contrary to the ſenſe: of the nation, 
by a miniſterial junto, and an arbitrary faction, equally 
hoſtile to the rights of Engliſhmen, and the claims of 
Americans. The various addreſſes to the throne from 
moſt numerous bodies, praying that the ſword may 
be returned to the ſcabbard, and all hoſtilities ceaſe, 


confirm this aſſertion. The capital of our country has 


repeatedly declared, by various public acts, its ab- 

horrence of the preſent unnatural civil war, begun on 
principles ſubverſive of our conſtitution. Our hiſ- 
tory furniſhes frequent inſtances of the ſenſe of Parlia- 
ment running directly counter to the ſenſe of the na- 
tion. It was notoriouſly of late the caſe in the buſineſs 
of the Middleſex election. I believe the fact to be 
equally certain in the grand American diſpute, at leaſt 
as to the actual hoſtilities now carrying on againſt 


our brethren and fellow-ſybje&ts. The propoſition 


before us will bring the caſe to an iſſue; and from a 


fair and equal repreſentation of the people, America 


may at length diſtinguiſh the real ſentiments of free- 
men and Engliſhmen. 


I do not mean, fir, at this time, to go into a tedious 


detail of all rhe various propoſals, which have been 
made for redreſſing this irregularity in the repreſenta- 


tion of the people. I will not intrude on the indul- 
gence of the Houſe, which I have always found favour- 


able and encouraging. When the bill is brought | in, 


and ſent to a committee, it will be the proper time to 


examine all the minutiæ of this great plan, and to de- 
termine on the propriety of what ought now to be done, 


F 2 FER, and 
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= es Ge what nee accompliſhed. 
| The journals of Cromwell's Parliaments prove. that a 
| more equal repreſentation was ſettled, and carried: by 
him into. execution. That wonderful, comprehenfixe - 
mind embraced the whole of this powerful empire. 
Ireland was put on a par. with Scotland. Each king- 
dom ſent thirty, members to a Parliament, which con- 
ſiſted likewiſe of four hundred from England and 
Wales. It was to be triennial. Our colonies were 
then a ſpeck on the face of the globe; now they cover 
| half the new world. I will at this time, fir, only,throw 
i} out general ideas, that every free agent in this kingdom 
| - ſhould; in my with, be repreſented in Parliament; that 
| the metropolis, which contains in itſelf a ninth part of 
ll the people, and the counties of Middleſex, York, and 
[ others, which ſo greatly abound with inhabitants, 
ſhould receive an increaſe in their repreſentation;. that 
- the mean, and/ inſigniſicant boroughs, ſo emphatically 
ſtyled the retten part of aur conflitution, ſhould: be lops 
ped. off, and the electots in them thrown, into the 
| counties; and the rich, populous, trading tawns, Bir- 
f mingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, Leeds, and others, 
be permitted to ſend deputies to the great council. of 
_ *- the nation. 
; The disfranchiſing of the mean, venal, aud depen- 
| -dent boroughs would be lay ing the axe to the root of 


| 

i corruption and itreaſury influence, at well as. ariſtocrati- 
| | cal tyranny. We ought equally ra guard againſt %%, 
| 
| 


<obo.ſell themſelves, or whoſe Lords ſell them, Burgage 
tenures, and private property in a ſhare of the legiſla- 
= ture, are monſtrous abſurdities in a free ſtate, as well as 
an inſult on common ſenſe. I wiſh, fir, an Engliſh 
Parliament to ſpeak the free, unbiaſſed -ſenſe of the 


| oy 5 | | body 
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| body of the Engliſh people, and of every man among 
, , uy of each individual, who may juſtly be ſuppoſed to 


be comprehended in a fair majority. The meaneſt me- 
chanic, the pooreſt peaſant and day-labourer, has im- 


portant rights reſpecting his perſonal liberty, that of 


his wife and children, his property, however inconſi- 
derable, his wages, his earnings, the very price and Va- 
lue of each day's hard labour, which are in many 

trades and manufactures regulated by the power o 

Parliament. Every law relative to marriage, to the 
protection of a wife, ſiſter, or daughter, againſt violence 
and brutal luſt, to every contract or agreement with a 
rapacious or unjuſt maſter, is of importance to the ma- 
nufacturer, the cottager, the ſervant; as well as to the 


rich ſubjects of the ſtate. Some ſhare therefore in the 


power of making thoſe laws, which deeply intereſt 
them, and to which they are expected to pay obedience, 
ſhould be reſerved even to this inferior, but moſt uſe- 
ful, ſet of inen in the community.. We ought always 


to remember this important truth, acknowledged by 


every free tate, that all government is inſtituted fot 


the good of the · maſs of the people to be governed; that 


they are the original fountain of power, and even re- 
venue, and in all events the laſt reſource. 


The various inſtances of partial injuſtice throughout | 


this kingdom will likewiſe become rhe ptoper ſubjects 


of enquiry in the courſe of the bill before the commitee. 


Of this nature are the many Freeholds in the city of 
London, which are not repreſented in this Houſe. 


Theſe freeholds being within the particular Juriſdiction 


of the city, are excluded from giving a vote in the 
county of Middleſex, and by act of Parliament only 
D can vgte for the Repreſentatives of the City 
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of London. Theſe, and other particulars, 1 leave. I 
mention them now, only to ſhew the neceſſity of a new 
regulation of the repreſentation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, ſir, are confined to the ſouthern part 
of the iſland. Scotland I leave to the care of its own 
careful and prudent ſons. I hope they will ſpare a few 


moments from, the management of the arduous affairs 
of England and America, which are now ſolely en- 


truſted to their wiſdom, and at preſent ſo much en- 
_ groſs their time, to attend to the ſtate of repreſentation 
among their own people, if they have not all * emi- 
grated to this warmer and more fruitful climate. I 
am almoſt -afraid the forty-five . Scotiſh gentlemen 
among us. repreſent themſelves. Perhaps in my plan 
for the improvement of the repreſentation of the inha- | 
bitants of England, almoſt, all the natives of Scorland 

may at this time be included. I ſhall only remark, 

that the proportion of repreſentation between the two 


countries cannot be changed. In the twenty-ſecond 


article of the treaty of Union, forty five 1s. to be the 
proportion of the repreſentative body in the Parliament 
of Grea:-Britain for the northern part of this Iſland. 
To increaſe the members for England and Wales be- 


. yond the number, of which the Engliſh Parliament 


conſiſted at the period of that treaty in 1706, would be 
a breach of public faith, and a violation of a folemn 


# Withont any abſtract reaſoning upon cauſes and effects, we ſhall foon be con- 
vinced by exper icnce, that the Scots, tranjplanted from their own country, are always a 
diſtin and ſeparate body from the people who receive them. In other ſettlements, 
they only love themſelves; in ke I they Sh love themſelves, and as cor- 
dially hate their neighbours, Junius; Preface, p. 26. 


The wveoſe! Scots are hungry, and want beige · Elfpiſtle to Dr. Shebbeare. 
The table England being in prey, . n 


To her unguarded neſt the wea/'e! Scot * or | 
Comes ſneaking, and ſo ſucks her princely eggs. | 7 | Shakſpeare. 
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treaty between two independent ſtates. My propoſi- 


tion has for its baſis the preſervation of that compact, 


the proportional ſhare of each kingdom in the legiſla- 
tive body remaining exactly according to its preſent 
eſtabliſhment. . 


o * 


The monſtrous injuſtice and MEET 8 of the 


preſent repreſentation of the commons of England has 


been fully ſtated, and is, I believe, almoſt univerſally 
acknowledged, as well as the neceſſity of our recurring 
to the great leading principle of our free conſtitution, 
which declares this Houſe of Parliament to be only a 
delegated power from the people at large. Policy, no 
leſs than juſtice, calls our attention to this momentous 
point, Reaſon, not cuſtom, ought to be our guide in 
a buſineſs of this conſequence, where the rights of a 
free people are materially intereſted. Without a true 
repreſentation of the Commons, our conſtitution is eſ- 
ſentially defective, and our Parliament a deluſive name, 
a mere phantom. All other remedies to recover the 


priſtine purity of the form of government eſtabliſhed 


by our anceſtors would be ineffectual, even the ſhort- 


ening the period of Parliaments, even a place and pen- 


Gon bill, both which I highly approve, and think ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. I therefore flatter myſelf, fir, that 
I ſhall have the concurrence of the Houſe with the 
motion, which I have now the honour of making, 
That leave be given to bring in a bill for a juſt and 
« equal repreſentation of the people of England in 
0 Parliament.“ 
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Vorxs of April 30, 1776. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being * 


That the Reſolution of this Houſe of the 17th of 
ee. February 1769, that John Wilkes, Eſquire, having 
* been in this Sęſſion of Parliament expelled this Houſe, 
e was, and is, incapable of being elected a Member to 
« ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be expunged from 
the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of 
the rights of the whole body of electors of this 


Wu Wago 3 
Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, | 


The veneration, with which I am deeply impreſſed 
he the conſtitution of my country, the love and affec- 
tion of a native ro the noble privileges, the laws and 
liberties, of England, as well as duty and gratitude to 
the much-injured freeholders of Middleſex, are the 
powerful motives of my again troubling the Houſe 
with a - queſtion ſo frequently agitated within theſe 
walls, ſo fully diſcuſſed even the laſt ſeſſion, although 
not hitherto followed with the fucceſs, which 1 hope 
on the preſent occaſion. 


The profligacy, venality, and open attempts againſt 


liberty by the laſt Houſe of Commons, have made their 


memory odious to the people. The annals of our 
country 


V 
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country are difgraced with their various violations of 
the rights of the ſubject. I ſhall now confine myſelf to 
a ſingle caſe, but it was of the blackeſt nature, A the 
deepeſt dye, and branched out into many enormities, 
which ſtill demand ample atonement. I allude to the 
iniquitous and daring * reſolutions reſpecting the elec- 
tions for the county of Middleſex, and the ſeating Mr. 
Luttrell in the Houſe, although he had confefſedly 
only a minority of the ſuffrages of rhe freeholders, in 
whom the conſtitution has placed the right of election. 


While theſe reſolutions, fir, remain among our records, 


I conſider a precedent eſtabliſhed, under the ſanction of 
this Houſe, -to rob not only a whole county,. bur the 
entire collective body of electors of this kingdom, of 
their birthright, and moſt valuable inheritance. It is 
a precedent, which may be brought home to every bo- 
rough, city, and county, to every freeholder, every elec- 
tor in the iſland. 

The facts were fully ſtated to the Houſe in the de- 
bate on this ſubject the laſt year, and I am perſuaded 
they live in the memory of every gentleman. I ſhall 
deſire the Clerk to read only one reſolution. Tr is that 
of February 17, 1769, That John Wilkes, Eſq; 


© having been, in this ſeffion of Parliament, expelled 
this Houſe, was, and is, incapable of being elected a 


* The Speech of the Speaker, pm f 


Returning Officer of Shorebam, Hugh Roberts, on his knees. 


In vain have our anceſtors been anxiouſly comfet to flows the pen 
tions, by all the means human wiſdom and forefight could faggeſt; in vain have they 
particularly guarded againſt the partiality of the Returning Officer, and obliged himy 
by every tie, to a faithful diſcharge of that truſt, which the Conſtitution hath repoſed 


in his hands, — , Ate 29 
WERE SEVER N BY LMS LION BLEC TORS». 


Journals; Feb. 14, 1771 vol. 33, p. 162. 


on member 


4 


man, who i is not in a deteſtable league for the ſubver- 


(14) 
te member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament.“ This 
declaration, in my opinion, transfers from the people 
to this Houſe the right of election, and by an un- 
bounded, uncontrouled exerciſe of the negative power, 
the Houſe in effect aſſume the poſitive right of making 
whom they pleaſe the repreſentatives of the people in 
Parliament. I am very ready to admit that there are 
Various natural and legal i incapacities ; and when the 
party is ſubject to any one of them, he is not eligible. 
Aliens, minors, bicdobs, we e incapable of being elected 
into a Houſe of Commons. Beſides theſe, there are 
other incapacities ariſing from the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, and ſome created by particular 
ſtatutes. _ Where however there is no natural or legal 
diſability, the capacity of being elected is the inherent | 
right of every freeman of the realm. He cannot be 


diveſted of it without an equal injury to the party, and 


to the conſtituent, in whom the power is conſtitu- 
tionally lodged of determining whom he thinks the 
moſt fit and proper perſon to act for him in the great 
council of the nation. The declaration of the Houſe 


| therefore, that any man, duly qualified by law, ſhall 
not be allowed to fit in Parliament as a repreſentative 
of the Commons of the realm, was aſſuming to them- 


ſelves the making a new law, to which only the three 


eſtates are adequate. It was disfranchiſing a whole 


county, and W in effect the united king 
93 * TE | 


The public attention has been fo long fixed on this 
important buſineſs, that it would be the weakeſt and 
vaineſt preſumption i in me to attempt any new argu- 
ments in ſupport of a right acknowledged by every 


ſion 


— 


* 3 
* 


(Cn) 


fion of all our rights, liberties, and franchiſes. 1 ſhall 


not enter on a dull repetition of the debates, which 


for the laſt ſeven years have come on every ſeſſion, nor 


repeat a multitude of caſes and precedents ; but, while 
1 have a ſeat in this Houſe, I pledge myſelf to my 


country, that I will be firm and unwearied in my en- 


deavours, till every ſyllable on our Journals, which 
marks the injuſtice done to the freeholders of Middle- 


ſex, and to every eleCtor in the iſland, be fully eraſed 
or obliterated. 


Since the debate, however, on this queſtion. i in th a? 


laſt ſeſſion, almoſt within a fortnight after, a caſe re- 


ſpecting the election at Abingdon was determined here 


in a manner diametrically oppoſite to one part of this 
pretended law of Parliament, which has been ſolemnly 
laid down by all the advocates of the miniſtry in the 
affair of Mr. Luttrell. They argued, that all the 
votes given to Mr. Wilkes were thrown away, be- 
cauſe they were given, as they aſſerted, to a perſon 
labouring under a legal incapacity, and conſequently 
Mr. Luttrell, with only 296 freeholders, was entitled 
to his ſeat in preference to the other candidate with 
1143. The majority of the electors of Middleſex, 
fir, fully anſwered this argument in that remarkable 
petition preſented by the worthy barones near me, on 
the 29th of April, 1769, in which they aſſerted, 
« that Mr. Luttrell had not a majority of legal votes; 
« nor did they, when they voted for Mr, Wilkes, 
*© mean thereby to throw away their votes, or to wave 
their right of repreſentation, nor would they, by 
* Sir George Savile, | Wk 
Than whom a better ſenator ne'er held 


The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repell d | | 
The fierce Epirot, and the African bold. - | Mit ron. 
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| The —_ queſtion was, whether, if Mr. Mayor was 


1769 


* any means, have choſen to be repreſented by 


Mr. Luttrell.“ Notwithſtanding this petition, the 
Houſe on the 8th of May following declared Mr. 
Luttrel duly elected. Now let us examine the ſtill 
more recent cafe of the Abingdon election, the de- 


termination of the ſelect committee, with all the pro- 


ceedings of the preſent Parliament in that buſineſs. 


I will ſtate them briefly, and ſhall afterwards deſire 
| the clerk to read from the Journals the more imporrant 
paſſages. Mr. Bayley's petition was preſented to this 


Houſe on the 6th of December, 1774. It was con- 
ſided to one ſingle objection, the legal diſability of the 
other candidate, no accuſation of bribery or corrup- 
tion, riots, unfair practiſes, or illegal votes, being ex- 
Hibited. It ſtated, * that at the place of election, and 
4e before the taking of the poll, the mayor of the faid 
<« borough and the other electors were publicly told, 

« that as the other candidate, Mr. John Mayor, was 
« then high ſheriff of that county, he was incapable 
« of being choſen a member to reprefent the ſaid bo- 
<« rough in this preſent Parliament, and that alt votes 

<« given for the faid high ſheriff would be thrown away; 

4 notwithſtanding which, the mayor of the ſaid bo- 
4 rough did himſelf vote, and alſo received the votes 
« of divers lier perſons for the ſaid high fheriff; and 
“e that the ſaid high ſheriff hath returned hitnſelf as 


4 duly elected for the ſaid borough, in manifeſt pre- 


« judice of the petitioner, who, being the only can- 
«© didute capable of being elected, ought to have been 
returned.“ The facts, as ſtated in the petition, were 


admitted, as well as the numbers at the cloſe of the 


poll, for Mr. Mayor 146; fot Mr. Bayley only 116. 


not 
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not eligible, the votes for him were thrown away; and 


Mr. Bayley, who had not the majority of electors, 


ſhould be declared duly elected? The ſelect com- 


mittee, on the 6th. of March, 17/75, reported, that 
neither Mr. Mayor, nor Mr. Bayley, was duly elected, 
and that the election was void. The Houſe immedi 
ately. directed a new writ to iſſue for Abingdon, The 
miniſterial adyocares, who inſiſted on Mr. Wilkes's 
legal-i incapacity, can ſcarcely find a caſe more exactly, 


parallel. It is equalled only by the well known pre-- 


cedent of Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor, in 1711. 
Yet the burgeſſes of Lynn were not inſulted, by hav- 
ing a,gentleman declared their repreſentative, whonr 
they never elected. The Abingdon cafe was of the 
moſt public notoriety. The returning officer, and alk 
the electors of Abingdon, were publickly informed off 
Mr. Mayor's legal incapacity. Mr. Bayley polled near 
half the voters of that borough. His oppoſition how- 
ever being not to a friend of liberty and the people, 


but having made the attack on a ſubaltern in the mi- 


nifterial forces, he had little chance of being an adopted 


child of the Houſe, or of a committee ſeledted from 
the preſent majority. 


The arbitrary refolution pn our Journals, and the 
appointment of Mr. Luttrell, I conſider as an abſolute 
ſurrender of the conſtitution to the miniſter. The 
laws of the land are of no avail, when this Houſe alone 
can make a new law, adapted to the caprice, violence, 
or injuſtice of eyery emergency, and when repreſenta · 


tion in Parliament no longer depends upon the choice 


of the electors. The people of England may in yain 
aſſemble with the fond hope of effectually exerciſing 
their nobleſt * it the object of their choice is 

really 


„„ 
really what he ought to be, an independent friend of li- 


berty, ſuperior to menace or corruption. The miniſter has 


found out a way to baffle them in all their proceedings. 


He may, on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 


an expulſion ; and expulſion, we know, means incapaci- 


tation; ſo that during a long period of ſeven years, 
the favourite object of a country's choice may be kept 
out, and the nominee of a miniſter be declared to re- 
preſent a populous county. Can there be a more ſo- 
lemn mockery of the rights of a free people? 

While ſuch arbitrary reſolutions as thoſe reſpecting 
the Middleſex elections remain on our Journals, I 
think the miniſter holds high the rod of vengeance 
over the head of every member of this Houſe. He 
ſtands here with an uplifted arm, ſublimi flagello, to 
puniſh the refractory, and almoſt every action of the 
majority ſeems to betray their being either ſwayed by 
the daſtardly paſſion of fear, or corrupted by the mean 
principle of reward. We are governed by Solon's 
plan, præmio et pena, as Cicero has ſummed it up in 
three words. Is a member obnoxious or unruly ? Ac- 
cuſe him of a libel, or any other crime; then vote 


away your own privileges to get at him; and, before 
the cauſe can come to a trial by a jury of his country- 


men on oath, examine two or three partial and well- 


inſtructed witneſſes under no ſuch ſanction, and you may 
proceed immediately to expulſion. Vou then vote 
him incapable of being re- elected. The creature of 
the DI is received in his place, and declared a re- 
preſentariye of the people. A Houſe of Commons 
may in this manner be ſo garbled, as not to contain a 
 fingle, fair, and honeſt repreſentative, elected according 
to the law of the land. 


'The 


| (19) 
The motion of expunging from our records the re- 
ſolutions of which I complain, is, I know, conſidered 


by ſome gentlemen as à violent meaſure. The caſe, 1. 


think, requires the moſt ſpirited mode of redreſs. I 
wiſh as full atonement to the people as poſſible. The 
laſt Parliament gave us an inſtance of expunging from 
our Journals what never ought to have been moved in 
this Houſe, the thanks to a ſtupid “ tory parſon, of 
| the 


* F of Feb. 25, 17725 Vol. 33 p. 509. 
The Houſe was moved, That the Entry in the Votes of the Houſe, of the 31ſt fas: 


of January laſt, C that the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Reverend Doctor 


Novell, for the Sermon preached by him yeſterday before this Houſe, at St. Mar- 
« garet's Weſtminſter, and that he be defired to print the ſame, &c. &c.” might be 
read. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Egtry be exfnged from the Votes of this Houſe. aw 34 
The tory fame of the wretched Dr. Nowell bas lately ſuffered a total eclipſe by a. 
pedantic ſchoolmaſter of Weſtminſter, promoted to the Archbiſhoprick of York in 
Dec: 1776, a Doctor William Markbam. He preached a ſermon, all- powerful to ſoothe 
the foul in flumbers, at Bow Churctfn the City, Feb. 21, 1777, before the Incorporated 
Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts. In what a meet and win- 


ning ſpirit of chriſtianity, of gentleneſs, patience, and forbearance, does this Miniſter of- 


the goſpel of peace ſtate the uature, and bewail the wickedneſs, of the deluded parties 


among us? By what tender bonds of love and charity does this High Pri:ft endeavour - 
to bring over the noblemen and gentlemen in the oppoſition to the court paths of ho-+ 


nour, peace, and perhaps preferment? This Caiaphas of York obſerves, nothing 
« is tao mean for the uſes of parties, as they are xo conſtituted. Parties once had a 
« principle belonging to them, abſurd perhaps, and indefenſible, but ſtill carrying a 
notion of duty, by which honeſt minds might eaſily be caught. But they are-xow. 
« combinations of individuals, who, inſtead of being the ſons and ſervants of the com- 
« munity, make @ league for advancing their private intereſts. It is their buſineſs to 
hold high the notion of political honour. I believe and truſt it is not injurious to 
« (ay, that ſuch a bond js no better than that, by which the loweſt and wickedeſt * 
« tions are beld tagetber; and that it denotes the laſt flage of political depravity. . 
And is really the union in a great national cauſe of ſuch men as have compoſed 
the preſent oppoſition, and ſet their names to the ſpirited Prote/t; of the very laſt ſeſ- 
ſion, the Portlands, Richmonds, Devonſhires, Mancheſters, Rockinghams, Abing- 
dons, Chathams, Shelburnes, Effinghams, Fitzwilliams, Torringtons, &c. &c. and of 
the Saviles, Cavendiſhes, Townſhends, Johnſtones, Glynns, Wrays, Burkes, Barres, 
xc. xc. is ſuch à combination of individuals in the two Houſes of Parliament to be. 
conſidered as a bond ns better than that, by which the loweſt and wickedeſt combinations. 
arc beld together ? Are they really no better than the leutſt and wickedsft combinations of 
p raters, 


- 


: 
, 


- © a } | 
the rank Oxford breed, for a libel on the Revolu- 
tion, and = An eſtabliſhment, in a ſermon 


preached 

; ' . F i. 

Pirates, and banditti? Ne „ than gangs of robbers and Hichway- 
No for Ss 
Virgil. En. 6. 1. 544. 

Surely inſtead of this coarſe compliment we migttt expect à little wb dis a 
bis Grace, when he aſſures us, © the apoſtles themſelves, 201 all rheir advantages, 
« were not eaſily freed from the entanglement of pepular error.“ If the inſpired 
Apoſtles did indeed err, we wninſpired private chriſſians might expect ſome indul- , 
gence, rather than inquiſitorial ſeverity, on account of our popular errors. We might - 
charitably expect not to be conſidered as in a deſperate caſs, in the laſt flage of 
——— Agate not n loſt I balicbe and tri it 1 to 
ſax this: 

This political 2 n mailer r 
cr ions nature of UU TYY It reultues and: ſecuser all the voſt ; ;. and by thoſe, be re 
jn the enjoyment of it, ought to be maintained at all bhazard:.” Have not the Artes; 
ricans on thisjuſt gronnd* taketvupranmy?” Bu it remains to be, ſeti lad. Was it 
not ſettled by the Revolitionm?” 4 Haberein des it cn! St. Paul, in the Epiſtle 
to. te Romans, has anſwered this queſtion, of the Archbiſhop of Vork. He 
makes liberty, glorious liberty, confiftin being delivered from the bawdage of corrupe 
tioa, a prayer, which is often raade- by the people of England for the Highs Court of 
Parliament. The Apoſfle. ſays; © becauſe the creature itieif alſo ſhall. be delivered 
frum the ndage of currupriam into the” glorious . liberty: of the children of God.” 
„ chap, viii. ver. 21. - The-Arctibiſtiop' goes on; I have ſometimes thought ' it am. 
Foreume, that aitbing! ſs: valuable: and imperrane ſhould bu ve no avord-in cur language 
«6 r9-expreſ ie, except one h goes to-cvery thing tbat is <iltand latoleſi. Does the 
ſignification- of the word liber · realiy go to every thing trat is wild and lawoieſs? Has! 
tis de Prelate, who is ſo deep in- Latin, Greek, Hebrew, the Coptic, Perſian, 
Arteniam Chaldaic, Arabic, Syriac; Ffieenician, Palmyrtne, Chinefey Gentoo, 
dc. & e and abeve all in the Exſe, who is bimfelf a perfect Polyg/cr, has he never 
heard of the Engliſh words fieenriouſneſs and licence to expreſs every thing that i, 
and lav leſa, as diftinguithe® from /iberty; Penſioner Johnſon's" Difionan would" 
Have” told him that /ieentionſneſs is as boundleſs Inerty, a contempt of juſt re ſtruim, 
He right there have found the authority of S %, who fays, „ thiFeuſtora has 
« been always looked upon, by the wiſeſt men, as ane of licenciooſneſt, anti net 
64 of liberty! He would irr the ſume· Dictionary tiave found tliat at Ife © igex- 
v orbitand /iberty, contempt of ſeguſ and neceffiry reſtraint. Milton unerWod the 
diſterence between ſberty and irener, as Swift did between Hiberty and Vicentfouſmeſ, 
alttrough the · Archbiſhop-of York-ſeems to underſtand neither! Hf :Grace's idea Of 
liberty eomprehend every thing that is -46i/4ands Nen The monſter is of his 
own” creation, aind thetr he cotes in a rage; Hke the Sau of tlie Heathen my - 
thology, to deſtroy tus own” offspring. The Eg Homer, Milton, ſays; © Lirenes“ 
* they mean, when they cry liberty?” No two words ever conveyed more differ 
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preached on the anniverſary of the merited death 


of the tytant, Charles I. If ſo rrifling a buſineſs 
as a fooliſh ſermon, neither heard nor read by a, 
ſcore perſons, called for ſo ſpirited a meaſure, can it be 
deemed improper or violent, when the rights of all 
the electors of che kingdom have been openly invaded, 
and the uſurpation juſtiſied hy gentlemen in the higheſt 
affices under che 'ctown? The circumſtance is truly 
alarming, and demands the utmoſt exertions of an 


| hone zeal and generous ardout for the public weal. 


Ion, that I am not ſo nice and ſcrupulous about pre- 
ſerving everyline of the immenſity of the learned lumber 


in our Journals. They are become the mere regiſters 


of royal edifts, of turnpike roads, encloſures, and mat- 
ters of private bufineſs. There are many whole pages 


diſgraceful to the nation among our trivial, ſend re- 


cords, My. heart bleeds, when I read all the un) juſt 
and inhuman reſolutions againſt our fellow-ſubjects in 


ideas. ie es Las eee 


ference. The Engliſh .ru, iv act rbprdached with poverty, but by thoſe who 
are ignorant of it. 


What a melancholy conddertion is i for te riſing generation, hat an Wideru 
Prieſt, one . ö 

© * *. The low-born, cell+bred, ſuliſh, fervile band, 

athough ow jtobloebd s bd a tneral d He in tha ſable ey of the niniflerial 
mercenaries ot the Church AI in the Hauſe of Lords, that fuch à man ſhould 


baue been preceptor to the children of England, tothe Prince of Wales, and Biſhop 
of Oſnabrugh ?- Was a mere bende? who does not yet know the meaning of the 


moſt important word in the language of this free country, who is equally igndratit 


of the ebiag,” and is found ſtumbling at the very threſhold of {iberty, whs ſuch a per- 


ſon fit for ſuch a charge? The child that is unborn may rue the fatal miſtake. Is 
the next age likewiſe to deplore the miſchievous errors of the bad education of 
{heir prince? 


I was really forced to remind his Grace of the great Apaſtie Paul. "May I 


ſoftly whiſper in his ear a few words of St. Peter, becauſe they are a good receipt 


to cure magi/terial pride and petulance? As free, and not uſing your L 10 K TV for 
s cal of MALICIOUSNESS —bonour all men, love the brot ber boad. 


—_ n ch. ii. v. 16, y. 
G | America, 


* 
I 


— 


(8) 
| America, the fleets and armies voted for the vain at- 
| tempt of ſubduing the unconquerable ſpirit of liberty 
x among the deſcendants of Engliſhmen, When I re- 
ſlect on the ſubſequent proceedings, the barbarous 
and ſavage manner in which you have carried on the 
| war, by attempting to ſtarve thouſands of induſtrious 


fiſhermen, and labouring poor, with their families, as 

well as the burning open and defenceleſs towns and 

| villages ; I wiſh, for the national humanity and honour, 

= - which formerly ſtood ſo high, that theſe- black pages 
-of 'our Journals, and every trace of the cruelties and 
horrors which followed, were obliterated from the re- 
cords of this W of this kingdom,” of the human 
mcd. 

In Juſtice to * uſurped and violated rights of this 
county, in a full ſenſe of duty to all my brother electors 
at large, and to prevent the moſt fatal and pernicious 
precedent being ever uſed by a wicked and ill-deſigning 
miniſter to the deſtruction of the ſacred right of election, 
of national freedom, and independency, I move, that 

c the reſolution of the Houſe of the 17th of February, 
1769, that John Wilkes Eſq. having been in this ſef- 
ce fon of Parliament expelled this Houſe, was and is, in- 
-66 capable of being elected a Member to ſerve in this pre- 
a « (ont Parliament, be expunged from the journals of 
4 rhis Houfe, as being fubverſive of the rights of the 

: _ whole body of the electors of this kingdom.“ 
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Vorxs of October 31, 16. 


f 


| Refolved, © T hat an humble addreſs be preſented 
© to His Majeſty; to return His Majeſty the thanks 


« of this Houle, for His moſt gracious Speech from 
rc the Throne: 


To aſſure His Majeſty, „that while we lament 
« the continuance of the troubles which have ſo long 
« diſtracted His Colonies in North America, and of the 


& calamities and oppreſſions which our unhappy fel- 
e Jow-ſubje&s are ſtill ſuffering under the arbitrary 


© tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear to ex- 


& preſs our deteftation and abhorrence of the audacious 


e and deſperate ſpirit of ambition, which has at laſt 
carried thoſe Leaders ſo far, as openly to renounce 


ce all allegiance to the Crown, and all political connec- 


« tion with this country; and in direct terms to pre- 
ume to ſet up their rebelliaus confederacies for lade- 


« pendent States,” &c. &c. 


12 


& 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. speaker, 
The honourable gentleman #, *, who. 00 oke laft, en- 


deavours to miſlead the Houſe. It is . chat no 
Preſſing has at this time been carried on in the city of 
London, or its liberties. No preſs- gangs have dared 
to make their appearance in that Juriſdiction. Thoſe 


* George Wombwell, Eſq. Member for Huntingdon. 


W ö lawleſs 
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| by lawleſs bands of cruel banditti very prudently choſe 
| other ſcenes of horror and bloodſhed, of leſs danger to 
| themſelves. The city has hitherto remained in per- 
| | #& ſafety and rranquillity, in a moſt happy ſtate of 


ſecurity, by the Vigilance, introÞidity, and noble love 


| of liberty, which are conſpicuous in its Preſent worthy 
chief magiſtrate *, 


W. The conduct of Admimiſtration, Sir, in the late iſ- 
| ſuing of preſs- Warrants, before they: had tried the c ope- 
ration of the high bounty, is totally unjuſtifiable, | 
The Speech, now in your hand, Sir, is ſo very pacific, 
| +  thiat the large bounty of five pounds for every able, 
„ fifty ſhillings for every ordinary, ſeaman, pro- 
miſed in Taft Saturday's Gazette, might ſafely, for a 
wu. © ſhort time at leaſt, have been truſted to, the emer- 
+; gency not being thought by adminiſtration | very cri- 
tical. From the miniſter's own ſtate of public affairs 


in the Speech, there was no danger in the experiment. 
Much cruelty and bloodſhed had been avoided, many 
Xt valuable lives preſerved. 
1 The affair of Long Ifland has been miſrepreſented, 
BY and greatly magnified. The ſu riority of numbers 
uw was very conſiderable. General Ho owe landed 22, 000 
men. The provincials had only 6, ooo effective men 
on that iſland. They were ordered to retreat, and 
4,000 did accordingly, without being attacked, em- 
bark for the iſland of New-York. There was a real 
miſtake of orders as to the other 2,000, but they acted 
as brave men always will act under a mi/take of ordert; 
they fought. They ſaw the enemy, left their 'entrenCh- 
ments, and attacked with ſpirit. From the ſuperi- 
ority of numbers, and their flanks being negleCted and 


* Mr. Sawbridge, Menber for London, then Lord n 
un- 


f % 3 

unguarded, they were totally defeated. They did not, 
however, remain inactipe, like cowards, on an im- 

ortant day of battle, No ſuch imputation can be 
; Fixed on them. N othing deciſive can follow from the 
late ſucceſsful affair - againſt the Americans on Long 
p Iſland, no more than from the defeat of the Britiſh 
J troops at Sullivan's ifland. New York will probably 
fall into your hands, but your ſituation will in that 
; caſe be ſcarcely mended ſince the laſt yeax, for vou 


i then poſſeſſed rhe capital af North America, Boſton. 
: Is that great and important town advantageouſly ex- 
55 changed for New York ? I forgot that we ſtill like- 
2 


wiſe poſſeſs the fiſhing hamlet of Halifax. — But, Sit, 
we ought to take a much larger and more compre- | 
henſive view of this intereſting ſcene, which is now 
1 fully diſcloſed. 

The important diſpute of Great Britain with her 
colonies has for a conſiderable time fixed the attention, 
not only of this nation, but of, almoſt all Europe. 
oy The moſt effential intereſts of this country, and, in- 
deed, of the greater part of the powers on the con- 

tinent, are deeply intereſted in the event. The ſacri- 
fice of ſo much blood and treaſure is to every ſtate an 
object of high importance, but to us, whoſe empire 
_ ſeems mouldering away, of the neareſt concern. I 
much fear we are now brought by thextricable at. 


— culties to the very verge of deſtruction. | 

al Since our laſt meeting, Sir, the ſcene, with reſpe& 
ted to America, has totally changed. Inſtead of negoti- 
5 _ ations with various provincial aſſemblies,” inſtead of 
ch- _ deliberating on the moſt effectual mode of enforcing 


the parchment declaration of our conflitutiona] Jupe- 
8 3 ee raopity 
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2 over our Colonies 4, of our right to bind them i in 
all caſes whatſoever, we muſt conlider if we have power 


to bind them in any caſes. for. we bave now a War to 

© # The late adminiſtration. came into e ment ander the mediation of the 

Duke of Cumberland, July 11, 1765, and was removed, upon a plan ſettled by the 

Far) a Chatham, on July 30, 1 766, having laſted one year and . 5 age 

| In that ſpace of time CuO 
- 1 1. } The diſtrations of the Britiſh Empire were FAS b, 
a 3 Repeal of the American Stamp-Act, 

But the conflituti gal ſupericrity of Great Britain was preſerved by | 

«03 ks” »gthe depenilance of the Colonies,” &c. &0 | 

a late ſlort Adminiſlyation, 

in Auguſt 1766. - 

| The AR, dess called the Declaratory AA, is ſo much the ſubjoR of political 

1 Ma 4 e 

= - $3 Anno Sexto Georgii III. A. P. 1766, . 

An Act for the better ſecuring the Dependency of His gert Dominions in 

. America upon the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. 

j Whereas ſeveral of the Houſes of Repreſentatives in His Majeſty' 8. Colonies ns 
Plantations in America, have of late, againſt Law, claimed to themſelves, or to the 
Beneral Aſſemblies of the fame, the ſole and exchiſive right of impoſing Duties and 

| | Taxes upon His Majeſty's ſubjects in the ſaid Colonies and Plantations ; and have, in 

purſuance pf ſych claim, paſſed certain votes, reſolutions, and orders, derogatory to 

| the legiſlative authority of Parliament, and inconfiſtent with the dependency of the 

| ſaid Colonigs and Plantations upon the Crown of Great Britain: May it therefore 

pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, that it may be declared; and be it declared by 

| the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords 

| Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 

the authority. of the ſamę, that the ſajd Colonies and Plantations in America have 
been, are, aud of right ought to be, ſubordinate unto, and dependent upon, the im- 
3 perial Cn and Parliament of Great Britain; and that the King's Majeſty, by and 


v with the advice Ind conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal; and Cormmon of 
Great Britain, in Parlig nent aſſembled, had, bath, and of right ought to bave, full 
744 aut bority to make Laws and Statiites of Sufficient force and validity to bind the 
Colonies and 35-47 of America, Jubjedts of Y Crown of Grea: Brleghi in all — 
c . ., , , 
15 II. And be it farther declared and Rel by t the authority afbrctzid, That all Re · 
ſolutions; Votes, Orders, and Proceedings, in any of the ſaid. Colonies or Plantations, 
© whereby the power and authority pf the Parliament of Great Britain, to make Laws 
and Statutes as aforeſaid, is denied or drawn into queſtion, are, and are hereby 1 
: glared to be; utterly null and void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever.” © 
The Luna gtary Af, and the Reppal of the American Stamp Att, received the Rqyal 
1 Aſſent on the ſamg day, March 18, 176%) in y Adminiſtration of the Marquis of 
I} * Rogkiwgham, 


| ; carry 
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carry on againſt the Free and independent flates of Ame- 
rica; a wicked war, which has been occaſioned ſolely 
by a ſpirit of violence, injuſtice, and obſtinacy in our 
.miniſters, unparalleled 1 in hiſtory. In the beginning 
of September, in the laſt year *, a very humble and 
dutiful Petition was ſent from che congreſs to his 

jeſty, in which his Majeſty was ſupplicated“ 0 
rect ſome mode, by which the united applications of 
"« his fairhful coloniſts to the throne, in, purſuance 
« of their common councils, may be improved into 


* W e ee I Sad. 
Bay, which has been always conſidered as the moſt violent as well as powerful of All 
the American colonies,. even immediately after the murders by the K ing's troops at 


Lexington and Concord, on the 1th of April, 1775, is conſpicuous in their. Addreſs 


« to the inhabitants of Great Britain.” 
7.40 Provincial 229 Watertown, April 26, . 
Friends, and Fellow Subjects, 
Hoſtilities are at length commenced in this colony by the troops under commahd 
of General Gage, &c. &c. 
Theſe, brethren, are marks of miniflerial vengeance againſt this colony, for re- 


fuſing, with her ſiſter colonies, a ſubmiſſion to flavery ; but they have not yet de- 


tached us from our royal ſavereign 3 we profeſs to be bis loyal and dutiful ſubjeAs ; and 
ſo hardly dealt with as we have been, are till ready with our lives and fortunes 


to defend his perſon, family, crown, and dignity ; nevertheleſs, to the perſecution 


and tyranny of his cruel miniſtry we will not tamely ſubmit; appealing to Heaven 


for the juſtice of our cauſe, e determine to die or be free. 


We cannot think that the honour, wiſdow, and valour of Britons, will ſaffer 


them to be longer inactive ſpectators of meaſures in which they themſelves are ſo 


deeply intereſted ; aue purſued in oppolition ta the ſolemn Proteſts of many 


noble Lords, and expreſſed ſenſe. of conſpicuaus Comment, whoſe knowledge and 


virtue have long characterized them as ſame of the greateſt men in the nation; 
meaſures executing contrary to the intereſt, petitions and reſolves of many large re- 


ſpectable counties, cities, and boroughs in. Great Britain ; meaſures highly incom- 


patible with juſtice, but Kill purſued with a ſpecious pretence of eaſing the nation 


of its burthens ;- meaſures which, if ſucceſsful, muſt „ 
Britain, as well as the perſecuted American colonies. 

We ſincerely hope that the. great Sovereign of the Univerſe, who hath in den 
appeared for the Engliſh nation, will ſupport you in every rational and manly ex- 
ertion with theſe. colonies for ſaving it from xuin, and that, in a conflitutional connec= 
es with ur mgker country, we fe from b alnguber free nd bayty pop 


"andy Order, JOS. WARREN, Preſident. | 
G4 n happy 
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« 4 happy rnd permanent teconciliatioh.” There was 
Not a word inthe petition which did not breathe ſubmiſſion 
and loyalty, and yet the official anſwer of Lord Dart- 
mouth. ſecretary at that time for the American depart- 
ment, after a long deliberation, was to the laſt de- 
gree irritating, It was, hat no anſwer would be given; 


that is, we will not treat, we ſcorn to negotiate with 


you, we exact wnconditional ſubmiſſion. This anſwer, 
Sir, in my opinion, might juſtly be called indignity 


and inſult, and in à much higher degree than what 


the Speech fays the Americans have offered to England, 
after all the provocations on our part. It drove the 
Americans to deſpair, and, with the violation of our 
 perfidious promiſes in Lord Hilliborough's famous of. 
ficial circular letter *, laid the real foundation of their 

Declaration of Independency. | 
| 70 Much 


* The Circular Letter of the Earl of Hillſborough, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, a Ig: Maron ns eee e 
| Whitehall, May 13, 2769. 
man 1 Gd ven Ms precious Speech made by the King to his Parliament at 
the cloſe of the Seffion-on Tueſday laſt. 

What His Majeſty is pleaſed to ay in relation to the meafures which have been 
purſued in North America will not efcape your notice, as the ſatisfaction His Ma- 
jeſty expreſſes in the approbation his Parliament has given to tham, and the aſ- 
ſurances of their firm ſupport in the proſecution of them, together with his royal 
opinion of the great advantages that will probably accrue from the concurrence of 
every branch of the legiſlature in the reſolution of maintaining a due execution of 
hows laws, cannot fail to produce the moſt ſalutary effects. 

From henee it will be underſtood, that the whole legiſlature concur this 
opinion adopted by his Majeſty's ſervants, that no meaſure ought to be taken which 
can any way derogate from the legiſlative authority of Creat Britain over the Co- 
Jonies; but I take upon me to aſſure you, notwithſtanding inſinuations to the con- 
trary from men with factious and ſeditious views, that His Majeſty's preſent ad- 
-miniſtration have at no time entertained a defign to propoſe to Parliament to lay 


ny further taxes upon America for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, and that it is at 


preſent-their intention to propoſe in the next Seſſion of Parliament to take off the 
duty upon · glaſs, paper, and colours, upon conſideration of ſuch duties having been 
laid contrary to the true principles of commerce. 

ts | Theſe 
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Much has been faid, — of 1th 


miniſters, that the Americans would in the end de- 


clare themſelves independent. I give the miniſters no 


credit for ſich a prophecy. They went on the ſureſt 


grounds. They might very ſafely promulgate ſuch 


Aa prediction, when they knew that the unjuſt and ſan- 
guinary meaſures, which they intended to purſue, muſt | 


bring about the event. They drove the Americans 


into their preſent ſtate of independency. The Jeſuits in 


France riſqued nothing when they propheſied in 1610 
the death of the beſt prince that ever reigned in Eu- 

rope to be within that year. Their's was the fare word 
of prophecy. They employed Ravaillac to affaffinate 
their ſovereign. 

An honourable gentleman ® near me, Sir, attacks 
the American Declaration of Independenoy in a very pe- 
culiar manner. He pronounced it a wretched compo- 
ſition, very ill written, drawn up only with the view 
to captivate the People. That, ſir, is the very reaſon 
why I approve it moſt as a compoſition, as well as a 
wiſe, political meaſure z for the people are to decide 
this great controverſy. If they are captivated by it, 
the end is attained. The peliſhed periods, the har- 
monious, happy expreſſions, the grace, eaſe, and ele- 
gance of a beautiful diction, which we chiefly admire, 
very little captivate the people of America. Manly, 
nervous ſenſe they reliſh, even in the moſt awkward 


Theſe have always been, and r 
ſervants, and the principles by which their condu& with reſpect to America has 
been governed ; and His Majeſty relies upon your prudence and fidelity for ſuch 
an explanation of His meaſures, as may tend to remove the prejudices which habe 
deen excited by the miſrepreſentations of thoſe who are enemies to the 
proſperity of Great Britain and her Colonies, and to reeſtabliſh that mutual con- 
fidence and affection upon which the glory and ſafety of the Britiſh empire depend. 
. 1 
+. 


( 90 ) : 

and rincourh dreſs of language. Whatever compoſition 
produces the effect, which is intended; in the moſt for- 
eible manner, is, in my opinion, the beſt, and the moſt 

to be approved. That mode ſhould: alwiye be purſued, 
It has the moſt merit, as well as ſucceſs, on the 
great theatre of the world, no leſs than on the ſtage, 
-whether you mean to inſpire pity, Oy" or any other 

1 2 1 of des a a e 
Ihe honourable * gentleman, Sir, WE ſeconded the 
addreſs, ſays, the American Declaration of Independeney 
was no ſurprize to him nor T believe, Sir, to any man 
| of common reflection, after our hoſtilities and cruelties, 
After the frantic and extravagant career, which admi- 
| niſtration purſued, with a full chorus- of approbation 


from the majority of this Houſe. 
The ſpeech in your hand, Sir, which an honourabke 


gentleman near me has well called a ſpeech of hypocriſy, 
mentions the © affurances of amity, which his Majeſty 


. continues to receive from the ſeveral courts of Eu- 
rope.” At the beginning of the laſt ſeſſion, the mi- 
niſter gave us in the King $ ſpeech more explicit aſſur- 
ances. It was ſaid, -I am happy to add, as well from 
66 the aſſurances I have received, as from the general 
« appearance of affairs in Europe, I ſee no probability 
« that the meaſures, which you may adopt, will be in- 
© terrupted by diſputes from any foreign power.“ We 
have no ſuch aſſurances held out to us this year, that 
our meaſures will not be interrupted by diſputes with any 
foreign power; but we have ſtill aſſurances of amity, 
which are daily contradicted by the immenſe prepara- 
tions of the neighbouring foreign powers, of F rance 


* 


2 "OR Finch Hatton, Eſq; Member for Rocheſter, 


Governor Johnſtone, IL 
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ind Spain, and indeed of the whole nf of. Bouthon: 
T ke accounts from Naples contain little but the vaſt 
preparations making by the king of the Two Siciltes: 
Are we indeed fimple and credulous enough to truſt td 
general vague expreſſions of politeneſs, againſt the cleat 
evidence of facts? Our miniſtry Tow very well that 
an American privateer being lately ſtopped at Bilboa 
in Biſcay, an expreſs was immediately difpatched to Ma- 
drid, which returned with the fulleſt directions for the 
releaſe of the privateer, and permiſſion to furniſh him 
with proviſions, ſtores, ammunition, in hort, with 


whatever he wanted. This fact will not be denied. Is 
Spain then one of the foreign powers, which again 


ſoothes us with theſe honied affurances of amity? Has 
fate ordained, that we are neither to poſſeſs capacity 
enough to profit by the example of others, nor even by | 


our own experience? In the very firſt year of the pre- 


ſent reign, in September 1761, the Gazette told us, 
that the Catholic king had, at no time, been more 
intent upon cultivating A good correſpondence with 


England, than in the preſent conjuncture This 


declaration was received ſeriouſly here, held out as part 
of the court creed among us, and laughed at by all the 
reſt of Europe. In the beginning of the following 
January, without any one new fact having occurred of 
any moment, war was declared by England againſt. 
Spain, Will the plauſible, ſmooth-tongued French * 


likewiſe be able to lull us into a fatal ſecurity againſt 
the evidence of all hiſtory?. Can we expect to be treated 


by them in any other manner than tho Spaniards were 
at the time of the famous revolt of Portugal? The 


French ſent whole regiments, completely officered, in- 


to the ſervice wy the houſe of 9 They paid 


i 4 03 16388. 5 them 
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| by Great-Britain, which does not with ſucceſs to the 


= to tale root, muck miſchief muſt grow from it to the 


lonies. In this very ſpeech, we are told of their num- 


; « rien. Mais je m'entendrai a vous ſupplier de jetter Jes yeux ſur les nations qui 


( 92 ) 
hon under-hand the ſame as their national troops, ye 
all the while declared their abhorrence af rebellions and 
of rebels, iſſuing proclamation after proclamation, and 
recalling their deſerters under the moſt ſevere penal- 
ties. Sir, there is not a power in Europe, unſubſidized 


Americans. We .are conſidered, almoſt every where 
on the continent, in the odious light of * tyrants and 
oppreſſors. 


The ſpeech, Sir, ſtates, that if treaſon be ſuffered | 


« ſafety of my loyal colonies,” Alas! Sir, what we 
call treaſon and rebellion, and they juſt reſiſtance and a 
glorious revolution, has taken rogt, a very deep radt in- 
deed, aad has ſpread over almoſt all the American co- / 


bers, their wealth, their firength by Jea and land. The 
loyal colonies are three, the free provinces thirteen, In 
laying on the embargo, the exception to the rule is ri- 
diculous enough. It is as thirteen to three. The Ga- 
zette ſays, © any of my colonies in North America, ex- 


A French gentlemari, whoſe univerſal genins is no leſs admired at Peterſburg 


than at Paris, after mentioning ſome [pegcbes in the Engliſh Houſe of Cammons pn 
Americas Affairs, writes to his. friend at London. 


Jen al auth fait un, er le wici. 4 -Mefieurs, je ne vous parlerai point de la juſ- 
a tick ou de _Vinjuſtice. de votre conduite. Je ſens bien que ce mot n'eſt que du 
(6 bruit, quand il &agit qe V inter ot general. Je pourrois yous parler de vos moyens 
4 ge réuffir; ; et vous demander ſi vous tes aſſez forts pour jouer le role d oppreſ- 
#* feurs, [Cela'tonchervit un pen de plus pres à la queſtion ; cependant je n'en ferai 


. vous haifſent. Interrogez les; voyez ce qu elles penſent de vous, et dites moi juſ- 
3 aver reſotu de faire rire vos enemis.” 
u ent ici um popier qui on dit ere dA un homme important de votre nation. I 


paroit par ce papier que le projet ſecret. fle 1a mere patrie, oft de faire Egorger la 
moitié des Colons, et de reduire le reſte a la condition des negres. 


- Nothing furely could be more lamentable to thoſe who remember the Rtouriſhing 
days of this kingdom, than to ſes the inſane joy of ſeveral unhappy people, amidſt the 
fad 2 4 which e our — and conduct exhibit to he ſcorn of Europe. 

a1. | n Letter to the Sheriffs of Briſtol. 
1 | 5 cept 


wy 


| 6 cept the colonies — New-Har phie, Maſfackuſer's: I 
| „ Bay, Rhode-lfland, Connetlicir: New-York, New- 

- e Ter Mey, Penolylvania,the three lower eduntties nN ä 
« ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, Sourh-Ca- 
. « col ina, and Georgia. Of what other colonies was his 
e Majeſty in poſſeſſionat his acceiorto the throne? 1 think the 

d permiſſion extends only to the three provinces, which 

: we have not yet loſt, to the Raman Catholic provinces | 
d of Canada and Florida, and to Nova Scotia. 

e We have now been carrying on for two years 2 fa- 
e vage and pitatical, as well as an uyult, war. Evety 
a demand of government has been complied with, aud 
he yet the great force employed both by ſea and land has 
„not hitherto recovered a ſingle province of all the con- 
1 federated colonies. On the contrary, the evil grows | 
1e more deſperate . The laſt year only twelve colonies 
In humbly . petitioned the throne, This year, by the ac- 
i coſſion of Georgia, we have ſeen a fœderal union of 
a- chirtoen free and. powerful provinces aſſerting their in- 
* dependency as high and mighty ſtates, and ſetting our 
. power at defiance. This was done with circumſtances 
_ of ſpirit - aud courage in. theſe revolted colonies, to 


which poſterity will do juſtice, for it was directly after 
og the ſafe landing of your. whole force. In return you 


yens - plundered their coaſts, and ſet fire to cheir open towas 
* The <viſe Archbiſhop of York tell us, « that we muſt rely on the dd of 


me * our governors, in confidence that NECESS1T,Y will at laſt provide thoſe remedies, 
125 « which forghgb# did uot.” [Thie: ſeems gut, @ new applicati of the dativine of ur- 
* CESSITY- 

Sermon preached in the City before the Society fo te Propagation 
41 ol the Goſpel in foreign parts. 
jr America is not ſubdued. Not one unattacked village, which was originally advorſe 
ting - throughout that vaſt continent, has yet ſubmitted from love or terror. You have the 


3 ground you encamp on; amd ou have no more. The cantonments of your tredps 
i Bl ant your dominions are-2xa6tly of the ſame extent... You ſpread devaſtation; ber pu 
ER Sen ſphere of authority. 
| Letter from Edmund Burke, Eſq; to the Sheriff of Briſtol, dated April 3m, 
ept 4777. Briſtol ed. p. 25. 
and 
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and defenceleſs villages with £ barbarity which dif. 


graces the "Engliſh name. In the midſt of all the cru- a 
|  Elties, errors, and devaſtations, which follow your arms, 
| for. before them is as the garden of Eden, and bebind them 
| as the deſolate wilderneſs, the ſpirit of the Americans i is 
| | fill unſubdued. I hope, and firmly believe, you never 
will « conquer the free ſpirit of the deſcendants of Eng - 
liſhmeni thus exerted in an honeſt cauſe. They ho· 
nour and value the bleſſings of liberty, and are deter- 
mined to ive and die freemen , notwithſtanding the 
| Vain, efforts of every arbitrary power in Europe. It is 
i a fooliſh attempt to think of conquering and holding 
| a the immenſe territory of North America, when the 
| whole, country is united againſt us. The minifter'ar- 
| gues in a triſling manner in the Speech on the deciſive © 
| good conſequences from events only in the province of 
New. Vork. They do not prove that we ſhall ſubdue 
\ Virginia, or either of tlie Carolinas. Succeſs in two 
| | or three battles or ſieges cannot conclude for the 


b final ſucceſs of a war, ſo extenſive. already, ſo greatly 


* 


complicated. 
As to the + unaninity at home prophecied of in the 


Heech, the very idea is abſurd, becauſe impoſſible, WM - 
| while the preſent ſyſtem of injuſtice and oppreſſion is 
[i _ purſued. The American war has been declared by ſe- 

veral gentlemen 1 in this Houſe to be unjuſt, and uncon · | 


22105 


* iidersdeese fl h be wor perf cer, ts ths a That tho a- | 
« of the people of Americe is wholly adverſe to [from] e xt e8; 


„ ment.” Page 355 . 2 
+ They are continually boaſting of uranimity, of calling for it. But before this C 


+] wnanimity can be matter either of wiſh or congratulation, we ought to be pretty ſure, ; 4 
-. that we are engaged i in a rational purſuit. Phrenzy does not become a ſlighter diſ- 6 
temper on account of the number of thoſe who may be infected with it. Deluſſoa *. 


and weakneſs produce not one miſchief the leſs becauſe they are univerſal. 
| Letter from Edmund Burke, Eſq; ta the deri of Briſtol. p. 38. 
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( 95) 
ſtitutional in. its-firſt principle, and, if perſiſted in, ne- 
ceflarily to bring on our ruin. We have neither force 
to conquer, nor ſtrength to maintain ſuch extenſive con- 
queſts, i ifwe could at preſent ſucceed, if we could confi- ? 
nue, by every baſe compliance. and Gierifice of national 
honour, to perſuade our ancient open enemy, and preſent 
falſe friend, France, to wear the political maſk of amity, 
and preſerve a precarious peace. France ſecretly exults, 
when ſhe ſees our brave countrymen rurning their victo- 
rious ſwords into their own bowels. . 

Our ſituation, fir, is become truly critical. The con- 
ſtitution of this country is at home ſapped by bribery 
and corruption. On the other fide the Atlantic it is aſ- 
failed by. violence and force of arms. The too fatal 
ſucceſs in this devoted nation is very evident ; but in 
the new world, I truſt, as a friend to mankind, that all 
the deſpotic meaſures of a tyrannical adopt 
wilt prove ineffectual. It cannot be too often held out 
to miniſterial folly and. obſtinacy, that it is impoſſible 
for this iſland to conquer and hold America. They are 


determined and united. Your fleets may indeed every 
year carry horror through all · their coaſts, Your ar- 
mies may poſſeſs ſome ſea-port towns, but the nume: 
rous, and greatly increaſing, people of the provinces 


will retire. into the, interior, Parts, of which you" have 
already had ſome e experience. Peaceful towns. and vil- 
lages will cover theis fruitful plains,- and liberty fix her 
bleſt abode among them, the unmoleſted, happy inha- 


The great Duke of Marlborough, in a leter to Queen. Anne, ſays, K It is not 
C my opinion only, but the opinion of all ;nankind, that the frigndGip. gf France 


' ® muſt needs be. deſtructive ta your Majeſty: there being in {bet caurt 8 — 


MY of enmily irreconculeable to your Ma, government, RE theſs: ting- 


4 die 
dim. u. 5 


4. Accolitatihs Conduct of the benen Ducheſs of Martbacoughy, Eds 468 
34 6 «-: 4 — of 2 7s 4's, 507; ob wii bitants 


4 
Fitavts rejoicing that they are ne, 2 Jove, grocl 2 
Fulmine. | 

.T heartily agree, Sir, with the * noble Lord i in the 
amendment propoſed ; but I Lo farther, and my 
opinion is, that if we expect to ſave the empire, to 
"ap, even for a. ſhort . Canada ar the Weſt⸗ 


| BE ck the. idea of nag In this way cg can 

2-foupdation, be laid for the reſtoration of peace, inter- 
nal tranquillity, and unity to this convulſed + and dit. 
een empire. 


Vorks 


. Land john. Cavendiſn, Meryber for York. | 

1 Fir Fiilliam Draper. bye, , That this country is_conoulſed in every part by 
00 * anonymous, wigked and incend ary writers.” Locke is of opinion, that oppreſſion is 
F he great cauſe of vil commorion,” and furely rank, foul adts of oppreſſion have been 
faut many; years throughqut, this empire. The Knigit of che Bath being 
himſelf a fine, a very fine writer, attributes, in my opinion, too much to the influ- 
ence of fine writing, even of his own very fine writing, for the body of th 
proſe re-mupre:nitfully gouplayed than in the peruſal of pulite, elegant autbors. 
egg dq nat pead, very mych,. nor reaſan. cloſely on every occaſion, but they 
. Sig William, having ſheathed the bloody fword, apd bj 


4 


. 8 amt al guality, insb 
Pride, pomp, and cirtumſtance of glorious war, Shakſpeare. 
branbſhes te pratiful ped, f ils oceans of ink, and amuſes bimſelf in turning to a de 


| "tients "$a Tinooth” and melodi periods. He never was the miles plorieſus, but a 
Falſe nothly does not make him now canceal the obligation he confers om mankind 


Wee eee Locke obh 
eee 
che comerning ths d Hun Vuderſtanding, and '« Civil Govern- 

HET He does not quite agree with Sir William. ot 


, | « not 
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ſe | 

ts The Bill to empower « His Majeſty to end de- - 


" tain perſons charged with, or ſuſpected of, the Crime 


ir of High Treaſon, committed in North America, or on 
_ the High Seas; or of the Crime of Piracy, was read the | 
6, third time; and an ingroſſed Clauſe was added, by the 


an Ty to the Bill, by oy ** Ryder. 8 


.. 7 l bk Mrs Hiller cd, 


'2] cannot . filent while the "I 0. "I impar- 
tant a Bill as the preſent is depending before this 


in my opinion the Whole kingdom would have been 
put under an interdic? of Jaw. The perſonal liberty of 


« hardly to be prevailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the frame they 


every man in this ifland had been precarious and. inſe- 
* not ſo Aa; got out of their old forms, ax ſoms aro apt to HN They. are 5 


© have been accuſtomed to. Great iniſtakes in the ruling parts, many wrong and 


25 


Houſe. Adminiſtration at firſt brought in chis Bill in | 
a a form, which gave a very general and juſt alarm to 
the city, to the nation. If it had paſſed in that form, 


a de- „ inconvenient lavvs, and all the flips of human frailty, will be borne by che t, 


but a « without mutiny or murmur. Bur, if a long train of abuſes, prevarications, and u- 


Ak ind „üßces, al tending the ſame way, make the deſign viſible to the people, and they 


nod « cantiot but feel, what they lie under, and ſee, yyhither they are going; it is nöt to 


life in © be wondered that they ſhould then rouſe themſelves, and endeavour fo pre the rule = 


Verne " 7ato_ſuch e which government ea af firſt 
le aro * rata... R 


cure, 


[ 
4 
| 
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eure, depending folely on the will of the miniſter, 
The ſpirit of the Bill in its original ſtate was oppreſſion 


and tyranny through-every"part-of the empire. In this 
ſtate the Bill has continued ti this day. By the patriotic 


zeal of an honourable gentleman of the law *, a clauſe 
has juſt been offered and adopted by way of Ryder, as it 
is called in this ſtage of the Bill, which gives peace of 
mind, and ſecurity in ſome degree, to every ſubject 


reſident in this kingdom, for perſons under tiſis de- 


ſcription are at length declared not to be the objects 
of this Bill T. 1 _ of the clauſe, Sir, even as 


John 8 Eſq. 3 for 3 | 

+ In Mr. Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briſtol, it is ſaid, % the anions 
« tive regulation of e 28 id to- iſa denn law, and the ſtatute, Habeas * 
* Corpus (the ſble ſecurities either for liberty or juſtice), with regard to all thoſs 
« who have deen out of the realm, or on the high ſeas, within a given time. 
« The reſt of the people, as L underſtand, are to continue as they ſtood before. 

« I confeſs, gentlemen, that this appears to me, as bad in the principle, and far 


* 


a worſe in its conſequences, than an um̃verſal firſperifion of the Habeas Cmpus act; 


« and the limiting qualification; inſtead of zaking ont the fling, does, in ruy humble 


_ © opinion, ſharpen and envenom it to a greater degree. Liberty, if I underſtand it 


« at all, is a general principle, and the clear right of all the ſubjects within the 
© realm, or of none» Partial freedom ſeerms to me a moſt invidious mode of 
&« flavery.” P. 16. 

When Mr. Dunging moved the oY of limitation, he md that he meant to fal- 
the fling owt of the Bill as to all the people of Great Britain, whom he juſtly repre- 


7 fented as exceedingly atarmed at the ſuſpenfion of the Common Lays and the Ha+ 


beas Corp, at the temporary loſs of thoſe butwarks of the conſtitution, which Mr. 
Burke adtnits to be the Jole ſecurities citber for liberty or juſtice. The city of London 
had petitioned the Houſe of Commons on the 14th of February, and declared, 
that if the Bill mould paſs into a taw, ir auld create the greateſt uneafineſs in the 
winds of many of His Majeſty's gobd ſul jects, and tend to excite the maſt alarming diſ- 


turboncei, &c. Kc. tber etre earneſtly beſeeching the Houſe, that the ſaid Bill may nit 


poſs into a Let j or at lg th take ſuch care as in their wiſdom may ſeem meet, r 
vent it from being extended, in its operation or chuſlruc tion, to any of bir Majeſty's i ſub- 
Jets reſident in theſe kingdoms. The great with aud effort of thoſe geritlemen in op- 
(poſition, who attended their duty in Parhiament, was to have thrown ort the" Bill, 
and thereby freed eve» y ſubjedt of the empire fromthe terrors of the arbitrary power 


4 to de veſted in the preſent adminiſtration. When that was found imprati- 


aſter. repeated trials in every — they exerted themſelves, and 


7 
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pretended to be amended by an honourable gentleman 


happily ſacceeded in delivering moſt of the inhabitants of Great Britain, His Ma- 
Jefly's ſbjeAoreſident in tbeſt kingdoms, from this fangs of a cruel miniſtry: To them 
the nation is indetred for the-preſent peace and ſecurity of its capital, of this great 
ſeat of empire, of this whole iſland. Are they now, inſtead of being thanked, 
to be harſhly told by thoſe, who did not attend their duty in Parliament, that 
they have done miſchief, that fo far from taking owt the ſting, they have ſharpened 
and envenomed it to @ greater degrees that they ought to have ſuffered ſo wicked an 
AR to have been univerſol, . and to have extended to Great Britain as well as 
America ? Are they now to be reproached by thoſe, who would not join in the 
miniſterial attack, that the Act is for worſe in its conſequences, ' when by their ge- 
nerous ſtruggles, and glorious victory, it can have no conſequence whatever to the 
moſt important part of the empire? Were they to have ſacrificed the ſele ſecurities 
eil ber for liberty or juſtice for themſelyes, for the whole iſland, to u ſpeculation, that 

partial freedom was a moſt inwidious made of ? Mr. Burke judges better for His 
Tien, the iwo Sheriffs of Briſtol. He telis i in this letter, © [ never ven- 
« tured to put your ſolid interiſl: upon ſpeculative grounds,” p. 48. I have not 
heard of any anſwer to this letter from ether of the Sheriffs of Briſtol, © that 
« honeft well- ordered, virtuous city, a people who preſerve more of the original 
1 Engliſh ſimplicity, and purity of manners, than perhaps any other,” p. 69, in the 
words of their Member's poli:ical Creed. As to the two Briftel Sheriffs ideas of their 
ſolid interefts, I take it for granted that they exactly coincide with thoſe of the 
Sheriffs of London, the Aldermen Plumbe and Thomas. They well know their 


own ſolid interefls; and certainly proceed upon ſpec» ative ground: eſſentially dif 


ferent, both in nature and extent, from thoſe of Mr. Burke. Their /pecu- 
lations do not extend beyond Exthange-Alley. Bir. Burke's angel genius 


takes in 
yu . The hemiſphere of earth in cleareſt ken. - Mit rox. 


1 u anſwer for myſt City Sheriffs, whether of Lenden r Zrift!, at leaſt for 
the preſent London Sheriffs, that they attend to their own ſolid interefs ; and © have 
« never troubled their underſtandings with ſperu /ations concerning the unity of em- 
* pire, and the identity or diſtinction of legiſlative powers,” p. 54- Their ſpecu- 
lotions however are neither partial, nor narrow. They ſpeculate on every thing, 
on the Ommium with wonderful intelligence and ſagacity. If they do not beau- 
tifully moralize on this frail and feveriſh being, they calculate with amazing 
exactneſs the great uncertainty of human life, and the moſt minute degrees of the 
probability of its continuance in every object of their Speculation. Nor are their 
ſpeculations confined to any faction, or influenced by the blind zcal of party. Whigs 
and Tories, courtiers and patriots, are indifferent to thern, as to life annuities, and 
reverficnary payments. They. apan with two vake' the tary and wie the pourtier 


and pazriot---in a joint ſecurity. 


But to return to the argument Ve EL of the Habeas. Corpus. La 


man voluntarily to ſubmit to the conflagration of his own dwelling-houſe, becauſe 
. buildings of his are in danger of being burnt? Is a phyſician to give 


H 2 up 


— 


— e — = l 
ICC . * — cad 2 8 . - * 


. 


5 ( 1600 ) 


on the treaſury bench. His words, however, Sir, 
out of che realm, are too looſe and ambiguous, by no 
means deſcriptive enough of the perſons, who ate de- 
elared by adminiſtration not to be the objects of the 


up every idea of preſerving the head or the heart, from a belief that ſuch extremi- 
ties as the hands or the feet are in an alarming ſtate ? Is he to endeavour no cure, 
becauſe he cannot ſave all his patients? If we catinot beſtow the godlike gift of 
univerſal; we ought ſurely to give partial, freedom. When the minority found it 
impoſſible to redeem from ſla very the whole empire, they ſaved the moſt valuable part, 
-They nobly ſtruggled, and fucceeded for us on this fide the Atlantic. 1 will truſt 
the ſons of America to their own virtue and proweſs, by which I have no doubt 
of their being finally ſared. ; | 

What mode of flavery, however, partial freedom can ſeem 10 any man, I freely own that 
I do not gueſs. How partial ſreedom to ſome can be the meſs invidious mode of flavery 
to others, is beyorid my comprehenſion. | Yet I can conceive partial freed.m in ſome 


may make the loſs of liberty more regretted, more ſharply felt by others. Among 


all the different ſpecies of ſlavery, under which the inſulted race of man has ſuf- 
fered; partial freedom has not hitherto been claſſed, nor did they ever before accord 
eng friendly, harmonious uniſon as they are now found by the Sheriffs of 
riſtol. N 
Mx. Burke ſays, © I have not debated againſt this Bill in its progreſs through 
the Houſe ; becauſe it would have been vain to oppoſe, and impoſſible to cor- 
« re it.” Page 18. The Bill, and the Miniſters were both well corrected by Mr. 
Dunning. © I cannot conſcientiouſly ſupport what is againſt my opinion, nor pru- 
4 dently contend with what 1 know is irreſiſtible. Preſerving my principles un- 
& ſhaken, I reſerve my activity for rational endeavouis.” Page 19. Was the Court 
faction more determined to carry the Americen High Treaſon, than the Ciwil Lift, 
Bill? Was the firſt known by Mr. Burke to be more irre/ifible than the l/? Vet 
his efforts againſt the laſt Bill were great and laudable, although not ſucceſsful. 
He did, according to the words of the Preacher, Ecclefiafts, ch. vi. v. 10. nobly 


- contend 40i1Þ him that wa- mightier than be- the Lord North. It was a rational en- 


drawour. Why was not the ſame rational endeaweur exerted againſt the American 
Higb Treuſen Bill? Mr. Dunning's rational endeawour ſucceeded, and be need rot 
bluſh for his political company, p- 70. The preſeryation of fome property in the 
Civil LH Bill was ſurely not a conſideration of equal importance with the preſer- 
vation of perſonal liberty in the American High Treaſon Bill. There can be but 
one rule of conduct on theſe occafions. Watch every opportunity of being uſeful, 
at no moment defert the public cauſe, aud of thofe evils, which you cannot pre- 
vent, ftrive to leſſen the magnitude, and correct the malignity ? & not that I think 
« jt fit for any one to rely too much on his own underſtanding; or to be filled with 
« a preſumption, not becoming a chriſtian man, in his own perſonal' ſtability and 
« retitude.” Page 69. | | N | | 

* Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Eſq. Member for Winchelſea, a Lord of the 
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Bill, The Bill is profeſſed to relate only to treafons 


committed in North America by perſons actually re- 
ſident in that quarter of the globe. Gentlemen, how 
ever, on a tour of buſineſs to Ireland, or of pleaſure 
to France or Flanders, or even on a fiſhing party on 


our own coaſts beyond low-water mark, are acknows» 
ledged to be out 7 the realm, and may be brought 


within the act, even as it now ſtands. An opening is 


ſtill left for public, or private, revenge and oppreſſion 
to operate, The expreſſion, therefore, ought rather 


to have been out of Europe, than out of the realm, if the 
former words, moved by my honourable friend, in ſome 


or one of His Majeſty's colonies befare-mentioned, or on the 
High Seas, were rejected. But why, Sir, are words 
ſo clear and explicit to be changed, unleſs for ſome 


dark purpoſe, which dares not be ayowed ? _ 


This new clauſe, Sir, has happpily narrowed the 


| object of the Bill, but in no degree narrowed the 


proofs, or the nature of the evidence neceflary. I 


ſhall therefore give the Bill my hearty negative, for 1 
vill never conſent to encreaſe the enormous power of 


the crown at the expence of the freed of. the ſub- 
jet. Iwill not arm miniſters with an unconſtitutional 
power, dangerous to the people. In the preamble to 


the Bill it is faid, “ Many perſons have been ſeized - 


« and taken, who are expreſsly charged, or /trongh 


ſuſpected of ſuch Treaſons and Felonies, and many 


© more ſuch perſons may be hercaſter ſo ſeized and 


© taken.” In the firſt enacting clauſe of the Bill, 


and throughout, the word frangly is omitted, and the 
ſlighteſt ſuſpicion may warrant the commitment. The 
words are, All and every perſon or perſons, who 


i have been, or ſhall herealter be.ſei ized or taken in 


ny « the 
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ce the act of High Treaſon, committed in any of Hi 
« Majeſty's colonies or plantations in America, or on 
e the high ſeas, or in the act of Piracy, or who are, 
& or ſhall be charged with, or Suſpefted of, the crime 
ce of High Treaſon, committed in any of the faid co⸗ 
* lonies, or on the high ſeas. „» It is therefore ap- 
parent, that a mere oriiended Juſpicion, or fooliſh Cres 
dulity, or determined villainy, in a wretched, ig- 
norant, mercenary tool of a miniſterial magiſtrate, 


may till render the objects of this Bill, who are the 


inhabitants of above half the empire, liable to im- 


priſonment. This impriſonment likewiſe is to be 


without bail or mainprize, for that cruelty was ſtill de- 
termined to 'be exerciſed by the committee, notwith- | 
ſtanding the humane motion of my worthy colleague 5 | 
to leave out thoſe obnoxious words. There is not a 
fy llable | in the Bill of the degree of probability attend- 


ing the ſuſpicion. The Bill, "greatly amended as it has 
en, does not even now require an cath, nor that the 


parties ſhould be heard in their own Juſtification, nor 


confronted with the witneſſes, nor does it mention that | 
revo witneſſes ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the colour- 
able ground of a commitment for ſo high a crime as 
Treaſon i in America, as the law is in other caſes with- 
in the kingdom. Is it poſlible, Sir, to give more de- 
ſpotic powers to a baſhaw of the Turkiſh empire ? 
What fecurity 1 is left for the devoted objects of this 
Bill againt the malice of a prejudiced individual, a 
wicked magiſtrate, who, if he is proſecuted er. 
wards for fo flagrant an abuſe of power, wall certainly 
be indemnified, probably rewarded by a'moſt arbitrary 
r nora 3 Actions may indeed be brought againſt 


* Mr. Serjant Ves, Member for Niddleſex. 
* the 
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the offender j but we know all damages "recovered; | 


; however great, are paid by the people, not by the party. 

F Even in the caſe. of Petit Treaſon, by an expreſs-a (0h 
4 of Edward the Sixth, no perſon can be convicted, b 

5 on the oath” of #wo ſufficient and lawful witneſſes, or 

1 confeſſion, willingly; without violencé; ſo careful, Sir, 
4 were our wiſe anceſtors of provenng he? 8 of 
N the meaneſt ſubject. | 3 
. This caſe, Sir, demands our ſtricteſt attention "_ 
by vigilance from what we daily experience of the conduct 

1 of thoſe underling officers of every miniſter, who 
6 traffick and deal out Juſtice, under the colour of legal 

{2 magiſtracy. There is now, fir, actually in Newgate 
F an American merchant, named Ebenezer Smith Plat, 
1 who ſtands committed ſo lately as rhe 23d of laſt Ja- 
: ' nuary, charged with High Treaſon at Savannah in the co- 

. lony of Georgia in North America. He is committed by | 
— the well-known Juſtice Addington, and, as I am in- 
N formed, was not allowed to ſee any of the witneſſes 
bh againſt him, nor even to hear their affidavits read. 

* He had before been tried on the ſame charge at King - 


4 ſton in Jamaica, and acquitted. I never ſaw him, 
but I have read an atteſted copy * of the warrant of 


© his commitment, He is charged generally with High 


* To the Keeper of His Majeſty's Gaol of Newgate, or bi Deputy, - - 


F Middlefex. 7 Theſe are in His Majeſty's name to authorize and require you to 
is to wit, S receive into your cuſtody the body. of Ebenezer Smitb Plat herewith 
| ſent you, charged before me upon the ' oaths of Richard Scriven and 

a Samuel Burnet with High Tres ſn at Savannab in the Colony of Georgia 
1 in North America ; and you are to keep him ſafe untill he ſhall be deli- 

| vered by due courſe eee eee 
ly 8 | 
$4 | Given under my hand and ſeat this day of January 1777. 
1 2 OY | ras... ADDING rox. ES | 


(et 

Tre egen, which I take to be an illegal commitment. 
I do not pretend, Sir, to 2 deep knowledge af the 
law. I have only the attentive- reading of a private 
gentleman, I build my legal faich on ſome: known 
and approved authorities, a Blackfone, a Burns, and 
. very. few others. Thoſe authors agree, that every 
warrant of commitment ought to ſet forth the cauſe 
ſpecially, that is to fay, not for treafon or felony in 
general, but for treaſon in compaſſing the death of 
| the king, or levying war againſt His Majeſty in the 
realm, or counterfeiting the king's coin, or ons hs for 
ſtealing the goods of ſuch a one to ſuch a value, and 

the like. A court may then judge, whether the of- 
fence is ſuch, for which a. priſoner ought to be ad- 
mitted to bail. If then a juſtice living in the capital, 
under the immediate eye and direction of miniſters, is 
guilty of ſuch, an illegal commitment; what is, not ta 
be dreaded from the baſe; engines, and ſiaviſh tools, 
of power in the more remote counties? Is it poſſible, 
Sir, for too great caution to be uſed by enforcing in 
the. body of a Bill, which is to ſuſpend: the Habeas 
go act, the neceſſity. of an oath *, of two . ; 


. the itloyul treatment, which Mic Wilkes experienced in 
his own perſon in April 1763, gave additional energy to his reaſoning, and pointed 
every argument. There. was no accuſation on carb againſt him, either before the 
firſt warrant of apprehenſion, or the commitment to the Tower. He nt net aden · 
red. to ſes any one of bis ascuſers, or <viewſſes. His Speech in the Houſe: of Commons 
on tho firſt day of the ſubſequent Seffion, Nov. 15, 1763, ſtates the enormity of the 

EFFECT 


Nr. Speaker, 


elthimk itmy dury to lay before the Houſe a few fafts, which havogecurred fes 
4 our laſt meeting, becauſe, in my. hurahle opinion, which I ſhall always ſubmit to this 
Bouſe, the rights of all the Commons of England, and the privileges of Parliament, 
| have. in 4 been highly violatelh | J ſhall at preſent content myſelf with 


barely 


40 £0 
to the charge, and os their rt 5 with the 


priſoner #. 
The caſe of Plat, St, gives us an Waben ef wakes 
violation of the law, an evaſion of the Habeas Corpus act, 
that holy ſtatute, which miniſters hold in abhorrence, 
and are > now dd in e eb to > evade ets th . 


8 — fav th mts of procetng oth witom oft 


Houſe. 

' «Onthe zeth of April in the morning 1 Ns made a priſoner in my own houſes by 
ſome of the King's meſſengers. I demanded by What authority tie forced their 
way into my room, and was ſhewn a warram iffued,, wicbcut oaths by Lord. 
Secretary of State, in which no perſon was named in particular, but generally the 
« authors, printers, and publiſhers, of a ſeditious and trea ſanabir paper, entitled the 
Neath Brito+, Ne. 45. The meſſengers inſiſted on my going before Lord Halit; 
which I abſolutely refuſed, becauſe I knew the warrant was illegal. I applied by 
my friends to the Court of Common Pleas for a Habeas Corpus, which was granted, 
but as the proper office was not then open, it could not immediately: itftie. I was af- 
terwards carried by violence before the Karls of Egremont and Halifax, whora I in- 
formed of the orders given by the Court of Common Pleas for a Habeas Corpus; an 
when I was ordered into another apartment, I enlarged on this ſubject a confider- 
able time to Mr. Webb, the Solicitor of the Treaſury, - 1 was confromed with no-wits 
neſs, nor did 1 ſee any accuſer, I was carried to the Tower by virtue of another war- 
rant, iſſued likewiſe coilbout oath, which declared me «the author and publiſher of 


4a moſt infamous and ſoditious libel, entitled the Neth Briton No! N "The word 


treaſonable was dropped. I was however, with great ſtrictneſs detained a chſe pri- 


| ſoner, and no perſon ſuffered to come near me for atmoſt three days, although my 


counſel and ſeveral friends demanded adtnittanae, in order to concert the 'means of 


recovering my liberty. My houfe was plundorad, my bureaus broke-open, by order 


of two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, and all my papers carried away. 

Aſter ſix days impriſonment, I was diſchiarged by the unanimous judgement of the 
Court of Commod Pleas, that the privilege of this Houſe extendid'to myi caſs; Notwiths 
ſtanding this ſolemn decifian of ono of the King's fuperior courts of juſtice, a-fow 
days after I was ſerved with a Subpza upon an Information exhibited againſt me in 
the King's Bench. I loſt no time inconfultinꝶ the beſt books as well s the-greateftHiving 
authorities; and from the trueſt judgment I gould form, I thought the ſerving ma 
witty a Subpoena was another viotation of the privilege of Parlament, wich I will 


neither deſest nor betray, and therefore: I have not yet entered an appearance. 


*I now-ftand in the judgment of the Houſe; ſubmitting with tho unmoft defervnce 
the whole caſe to their juſtice and wiſderm, and beg leave to add, that if, after this 


important buſineſs has in its fall extent been maturely weighed, you ſhall'be of opi- 


nion that I am extiti ed to privilegey I' ä ——— —— 


. Tous to wave that privilege, and to pus myſolt upon a. Nu of my: countrymen.” 


7 | | "7 | nity ; 


* 
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nity ; in America, I fear, to ſuſpend for very near a 
twelvemonth. The hiſtory of it is this. Plat was 
firſt confined to the Antelope for three months, then 
removed to the Boreas for four weeks, then carried on 
board the Pallas, and in her brought in irons to En- 
gland. On her arrival at Portſmouth he was removed 
on board the Centaur for three weeks, then to the Bar- 
fleur. On the 4th of January laſt, an Habeas Corpuſ 
was obtained, directed to the captain of the Barfleur; 
but before it could be ſerved, an expreſs was ſent from 
the treaſury by their ſolicitor, and Plat was removed 
again t to the Centaur before the Habeas Corpus could ar- 
rive at Portſmouth, The return tp that Habeas Corpus 
was thus cluded; but an his friends declaring that they 
were determined to ſue gut another, Plat was at laſt 
ſent to rhe capital, and, in the illegal mode which 

J have ſtated, committed to Newgate *, I ſpeak, 

Sir, in the hearing of many gentlemen, who ought to 
contradict me, if I have advanced a ſingle circumſtance 
not founded in truth. Can miniſters, Sir, who are ca- 
pable of thus trampling on our moſt facred laws, be 
too narrowly watched, too deeply ſuſpected, tog 
ſtrongly guarded againſt? Do we not owe it to the peo- 
ple, to demand every ſecurity from the ſanction of an 
bath, the number of witneſſes, the confronting of them 
with the priſoner, the hearing him in his own juſtifi- 


ation, 1 and pier circumſtances „ of which pot the leaſt 


Mr. Plar was returned to the Judges at the Old Bailey, FORDS as one of tha 
* Middleſex Priſoners upon orders, in the cuſtody of the Keeper of Newgate. 
« No. 22. Ebenezer Smith Plat, committed Jan. 23, 17%, by W. Addington, Eſq; 
< charged, on oath of Richard Scriven and Samuel Burnet, with High Treaſon at 
Savannah in the Cqlony of Georgia in North America ; ordered to remain on his 
* commitment. Was on the AR like re Fa ns a WOE 2 
bach 


\ 


Frace 


; (1 ) ts 
trace is to be found in this criminal, arbitrary Bill Ty 
the perſonal liberty of the ſubject to reſt on the mere 


pretended ſuſpicion of a man, who acts probably under 
the orders of a profeſſed miniſterial agent, ever ready 


to make his court to power by the ſacrifice of public 


virtue and innocence, whoſe incapacity perhaps can 
only be equalled by his meanneſs and ſordid it of 
ain ? | 
. I regret, Sir, the Une rage, the extravagant 1 mad- 
neſs, with which every meaſure, . and in particular the 
Bill in queſtion, has been carried on againſt the Ame- 
ricans. It precludes every poſſibility of a reconcilia- 
tion, fo ardently to be wiſhed, All the meaſures re- 
ſpecting America, and this Bill in particular, as it was 
at firſt brought in, bear the ſtrongeſt marks of a regular 
ſyſtem of deſpotiſm among our rulers. They originate 
from the latent, dark all-controuling power of the* man, 
who wants wiſdom, and holds principles incompatible with 
freedom. Let us adyert, Sir, for a moment to the dif- 


* Mr. Tir made uſe of this expreſſion in the Houſe of Commons, ſpeaking of the 


Earl of» Bute, Junius ſays, © Lord Bute was not of a temper to relinquiſh power, 


« though he retired from employment. Stipulations were certainly made between your | 
« Grace [the Duke of Bedford] and him, aid certainly violated. After two; years 


5 « ſubmiſſion, you thought you had collected a ſtrength ſufficient to controul his in- 


« fluence, and that it was your turn to be a tyrant, becauſe you had been a ſlave. 
« When you found yourſglf miſtaken in your opinion of your gracious maſter's firm- 
( neſs, diſappointment got the better of all your humble diſcretion, and carried you to 
n 
reſpect.“ 

In a note, Junius adds, * the Miniſtry having endeavoured to excluds the Doweger 
« ont of the Regency Bill, the EAkl or BuT® DETERMINED To DISMISS' THEM. 
« Upon this the Duke of Bedford demanded an audience of the , reproached 
him in plain terms, with his duplicity, baſeneſs, falſhood, treachery, and hypocriſy 
7 ds him tho lie and left him in convulſions.” 

| Junius, vol. I. p. 17, 


| When the King came out of the cloſet, His Majeſty appeared in very great agita- 
27 ru PELLOW bas done every thing but firike 


ferenoe 


85 treaſon in America, and the actual charge of it here. 


(10800 
ference of two caſes in point, the fiſpicim only of high 


| A man. only Juſpetted of high treaſon in America, for 
inſtance, the giving aid or aſſiſtance to the Congreſs, 
or to any of the King's enemies, may on coming over 
to England be committed to. priſon, and by. this Bill 
continue there without bail of mainprize, or being able 
to bring on his trial for near a year, till January 1, 1778, 
to which time this bill is to continue in e In 
this kingdom, a man fu qppetted, or even actually charged 
with High Treaſon, in conſpiring the death of the 
King, or levying war in the realm, may have an Habeas 
Corpus, and be bailed by the Court of King's Bench. 
The ſuſpicio therefore of American treaſon ſeems a 
deeper crime in the judgment of our preſent miniſters, 
than an overt· act of Engliſh, or more probably Scotifh, 
treaſon, or rebellion againſt his Majefty's perſon, title, 
crown, or dignity, It muſt be rhought, Sir, a deeper 
erime, becauſe it is more grievouſly puniſhed, Dy we 
imagine the Americans will not retaliate, or do we 
vainly hope to intimidate them? Their cauſe is good, 
and after all the idle tales of qur late viſionary ſuc- 
ceſſes, the juſtice of it muſt in the end preyail. They 
are now nobly ſtruggling under the ſharpeſt ſufferings, 
but I truſt they have ſteady zeat and unwearied perſe- 
verance. In all events, the firſt moment of a foreign. 
war neceſſarily obliges us to withdraw our fleets and ar- 
mies. Every part of North America muff then be free 
2 independent. This Bill can only irritate, and will 
ot intimidate. It will probably be anfwered' by a 
wind reſolution of the Congreſs Would to God, 
Sir, the Britiſh Parliament equalled. chat Congreſs of 
FOOT that more tha Roman Senate, in wiſdom, in 
| fortitude, 


(109) 


fortitude, in love of their country, in me 
in public virtue! 
The ſecond enacting dauſe of the Bull, Sir, i impowers | 

66 his Majeſty, by warrant under his ſign manual, to - 
c appoint one or more places of confinement, within 
« the realm, for the cuſtody of ſuch priſoners; and all 
<« and every magiſtrate or magiſtrates, having-compe- 
« tent authority in that behalf, are hereby authoriſed 
eto commit ſuch perſons as aforefaid to ſuch place or 
« places of confinement, ſo to be appointed inſtead of 
« the commgpn' gaol.” This clauſe may operate in 4 
manner more to be dreaded than any baniſhment, ov 
confinement out of the realm. A power, which may be 

| thus groſsly abuſed, oughr-not to be truſted without re- 
ſtriction to any man. A perſon only ſuſpefted, or pre- 
tended to be ſo, may be doomed to a damp and noxious 
dungeon, in the midſt of putrid marſhes, or on the moſt 
ſwampy coaſt. He may be ſtifled in a vault, to whoſe 
foul mouth no healthſome air breathes in. I, Sir, perhaps 
may at laſt be ſuſpeRed, and poſſibly it will no be 2 

| /light fuſpicion. I have formerly experienced an Hlegal; 
cloſe *, and rigorous impriſonment in the Tower; but 
by this Bill I may be ſent to the gloomy waſtes and de- 
ſerts of the North, to the barbarous Highlands of Scot- 

's land, or among the ſavages in the dreary Iſle of Bute, 

N from whoſe bourn I am ſure I ſhould never return, even 

as a traveller, much leſs as a prifoner. Is this clauſe 

* a ; | . | ; 

2 ingeniouſſy meant, Sir, as a new mode of re- peopling 

" that ancient abandoned kingdom ? 

8 Much has been ſaid, Sir, both in the Committee and 

1 in the Houſe, about a Didater, and his extenſive 

pf 

in 

65 


# Tho lo ease lee eee Send en b 
ledges no (ige impriſonment, whereas I was kept with the moſt extreme rigour. 
Algernon Sydney's Apology PO TIN Page 173. 


powers. 


( ms 1 


powers. Many periods of the Roman Hiſtory Hare 
been retailed out to us minutely enough, and they have 


furniſhed many parallels: Compariſons between that 
virtuous republic, and this corrupt monarchy, are ge- 
nerally, in my opinion, more brilliant than ſolid, more 


beautiful than juſt. A Right * Honourable Gentleman 
under the gallery has juſt obſerved that our glorious 
Deliverer, William III, was a Didtator here after the 
füſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act in his reign. Should 


the preſent Bill for the ſuſpenſion of that act paſs into a 


law, I ſhall regard the noble Lord with the blue rib- 


band as the modern Dictalor of this great empire, as 
poſſeſſed of the moſt ample and deſpotic powers. The 
firſt important act of public buſineſs in the Roman 
Dictator was to name his coadjutor in office, the Ma- 
giſfter Equitum, or General of Horſe. It public gratitude 


has any weight with the DiFator here, I am ſure for 
fuch an office he will immediately fix his eyes on the 


noble Lord A at his right hand, who, to his immortal 
honour, with great and invincible courage, advanced 


and charged the enemies of our country at the bead of 
the Britiſh horſe. In one particular reſpecting the Dic- 


' tator of ancient times, I deſire to ſet right a very high 


Law-Officer { among us. All the Roman magiſtrates 
were not, as he ſays, ſuperſeded by that creation. The 
Tribunes of the People, but they alone, preſerved their 
authority, even under a Dictator. 


It has been ſaid, Sir, by another gentleman, who is 


likewiſe in a great Law-Office $, that in this Houſe a 
* Right Hon. Henry Seymore Conway, Member for Midhurſt. 


+ Lord George Germaine, in 1759 Lord George Sackville. 
1 Attorney-General, Edward Thurlow, Eſq; Member for Tamworth. 
§ Solicitor-General, Alexander Wedderburne, Eſq; Member for Okehampton, 


A for Mr. n man about bim, which even treachery conn 
ho 5 ha FOR 2. P. 185. 
985 S diſcontented 
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e diſcontented party dive ridiculouſly given into a tone of 
e Propbecy, which has never been accompliſhed, (arid that 
at particularly: about a year ago it was the caſe-of the 
e Right Hononrable Gentleman who ſpoke lately under 
re the gallery. It is not, 1 believe, very parliamentary to 


quote words ſpoken in a former debate. But if that 
member's memory goes to a prophecy of one year, which 
bas not been fulfilled, he will permit mine a fair excur- 
fion to another Prophecy of his own, fix years ago, 
which has been exactly verified. His Prophecy i in this 
Houſe was, that if the violent meaſures againſt the 
Americans were perſiſted in, the colonies, which formed 
ſo great a ſtrength to this kingdom in the reign of 
George II, would be ſevered from the Britiſh empire 
in the reign of George III. No Prophecy, Sir, ever re- 
ceived a more- perfe& accompliſhment. This gentle. 
man wonderfully poſſeſſes the ſecond fight of his native 
country. How deeply criminal he and others have 
been in the bringing his Prophecy to » paſs, I hope this 
Houſe will one day enquire. _- 
A very extraordinary obſervation of the ſame ts 
man in the preſent debate, amidſt a variety of heteroge- 
neous matter, it is impoſſible for me not to mention, 
He has laughed at uuiverſal benevolence, and endea- 
voured to demonſtrate the impoſſibility of its exiſtence. 
But, Sir, he has only given us the narrow, contracted, 
ſelf/h ideas of his own heart, and his own & country. 


His ſentiments and his feelings are confined to a very 

le a ſmall inſignificant circle indeed. They are merely Clan 
niſb and Scotiſb. His remarks I ſaw excited a general 

"Ty * We . with the Kerr in vrteats life, and obſerveitielr principles 
Ip of ating to ws, and to each other; - the charaRteriſtic prudence, the ſe}fſþ natzonaliry, 
183. the indefatigable ſmile, the perſeyering afliduity, the everlaſting profeſſion of a diſ- 
A A ceet aud Noderate reſertment. i ht ore Junius.* Preface, p. 25. 


indrgnation 


=, 


( itz | 
indignation i in this Houſe. An Englidumas has ideas 
infinitely more liberal and enlarged. His heart ex- 

pands itſelf, and takes in the general good and proſ- 
perity of mankind. It feels not the rancour, ad dif: 

dains the injuſtice, of ſuch a cruel, perſecuting Bill, as 

the object of this day's debate: Ir forms the warmeſt 
wiſhes for the liberty and happineſs of every individual 

+ of this late flouriſhing empire. Univerſal benevolence, 
and a generous ſpirit of humanity, have been no leſs 
the charatteriſtics of the inhabitants of the Southern 
parts of this iſland, than that good-nature, for which 
foreigners have not even a name. I will only add, Sir, 
that I think the moſt beautiful ſentence of all antiquity 
is that which was received with ſuch applauſe by the 
generous and free Roman people, and an Engliſh ſenate 
will ſurely adopt againſt every meaſure of oppreſſion 

and cruelty, homo ſum, bumani nibil d me alienum puta. 


Vores ol April 16, 1777. 


The Houſs was cheved; e That the order made va? 
„ Wedneſday laft, for referring the ſeveral Accounts 
* [rofpeing the Givil Lift] which were then pre- 
«ſented to the Houſe, by the Lord North, by His 
<< Majeſty's Command, to the Committee of the 
„hole Houſe, to hom it was referred to conſider 
* further of the Suppty r to his 2 


ä might be read. 
And the ſaid Order bein g read e ; 
A motion was. made and the Queſtion being 


put, That the ſaid order be Aſcburgedz 
7 lk - in the Negative. 


Mr | 


2 


„ 
Mr. Wilkes ſaid ; 
Mr. Speaker, 


THERE. is not A 8 in this Houſe, or in 
the kingdom, more anxious than I am, that the ſplendor 
and dignity of the Crown of England ſhould be main- 
rained in its trueſt luſtre, although for above a courſe 
of fifteen years I have received from the Crown only a 
ſucceſſion of injuries, and never in any moment of my 
life the ſlighteſt favour. I had the honour, Sir, of a 
ſeat in this Houſe, when the affair of the Civil Liſt was 
firſt agitated in Parliament in the beginning of his pre- 


ſent Majeſty's reign, when every good ſubject hoped to 
have more than the idea of a Patriot King, I then acqui- 


eſced in the propoſed grant. The acceptance of an an- 


nuity of 890,000 l. and the giving up to the public the 
ancient, hereditary revenues of the crown, originated 


>, from! the Throne. It was propoſed to this Houſe in 


the uſual mode by Mr. Legge, then chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Parliament adopted the Propoſition, and 
it was accepted with gratitude by the King. The miniſters 
of that time declared to this Houſe the King's entire 
ſatisfaRion, and that his Majeſty ſhould be happy to be 
delivered from the diſagreeable neceflicy of ever apply- 
ing to Parliament, like his predepeſſors, to make good 


the deficiencies of the Civil Liſt. It was admitted that 
the allowance was competent, ample, moſt fully adequate 
to the wants, and even to the ſplendour of the Crown. 


Parliament granted all the Sovereign aſked, and made 
the grant in the very mode propoſed by the miniſter. 


The Civil Liſt Act expreflly declares in the preamble, - 
that 800, oool. * annum, was a certain and conpe- 


4 | I 88 tent 


A ; 


1 
| 
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ce tent revenue for defraying the expences of his Majeſ- 
© ty's Civil Government, and ſupporring the dignity 
*© of the crown of Great Britain.” The nation thought 
themſelves affured of not paying more than 800,000], 

per annum to the Civil Lift, and gave that ſum chear- 
fully for the trappings of royaliy.. In the Speech at the 
eloſe of that ſeſſion our gracious young Monarchy told 
us from the Throne, that he could not ® ſu efficiently thank 
us, and that he thought himſelf much oblged to us for vat 
more immediately concerned himſelf. By this bargain, Sir, 
with .the public it. was generally underſtood, and in- 


+ deed admitted at that time, that his Majeſty would be 


a gainer of near 7,000). per annum. The noble Lord 
with the blue ribband has unfairly drawn his calcula- 
tions from only the laſt eight years of the late King's 
reigns He ought to have taken the whole of that 
reign together. In ſome years the Civil Liſt was very 
deficient ; in others it greatly exceeded the ſum of 
800,0:0l. As this is peculiarly a day of dry caleula- 
tion, I will obſerve that, from the accounts delivered 
into Parliament, it appeared, that in the 33 years of 
George the Second's reign, from Midſummer 172) to 
Midſummer 1760, the Civil! Liſt produced only 
26 — nen Wen for 33 enen amounts 


MM. The 2 dull, 8 vulgar e 60 1 cannot ſuſie hank my 
« faithful Coraltions,” ' is repeated in the King's Speech at the end of the laſt ſeſſion, 
June. 6, 19797." I cannot ſu fficiently thank my faithful Commons for the zeat and 
&« public ſpirit with which you have granted the large and extraordinary ſupptics, K+ 
1 Kc. Will there never be a ſeſßeten y of money from his faithful Commons to the 
King, or of tbonl from the King to his 7 Commons? or are they both to pro- 
ceed pari peſſu till the poor people of this country find their unfaithful repreſentatives 
have given aw ay the very power of giving? The ſufficicxcy of 1760 did not, ſuſice to 
1769. The ſeſßciency of 1769 did not ſuffice to 1777. How long, will the ſufficiency 
of 1777 ſuſßes When will be the next demand, and of conſequence the next grant 
of money from, his faichfu! Commons, and of confequence the next © I cannot ſuſþ- 
« ently | bank my f forcbfut Commons?“ 
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to 26, 486,060]. ſo that there is a deficiency of 21 761 1 
The gain t therefore on a net revenue of 800, oool. is on 


an average above 6, 37 6l. a year. The ſum of 800, oool. 
was at that time thought abundantly ſufficient to ſup- 


port the ſplendor of the crown, and the Majeſty of rhis 
great people. His Majeſty has received beſides 


172, 60 j. the arrears of the late King's Civil Liſt, 
100, oool. on account of Somerſet- houſe, and an addi- 
tional grant of 513,511. in the year ˖769, to diſcharge 


all incumbrances. The death of the Princeſs Dowager 


of Wales was a favingof G, oool. a year, and of the Duke 
of Vork 12, oool. a year. Yet, Sir, we are now told of 
another debt of 618,540]. and called upon to pay that 
likewiſe, notwithſtanding the former bargain <with the 
public, The very propoſal implies another violation of _ 
public faith. Sir, I will venture to ſay, if we are in- 
deed juſt truſtees for the people, if we conſcientiouſly 
reflect, that their wealth is intruſted to our care, that 
we ate the guardians of the public purſe, we ought to 
ſtop this growing evil, and reprobate the idea of ſuffer- 


ing their money to be thus ſquandered, as well as the 


country drained by a variety of taxes. I muſt add, Sir, 


taxes impoſed to ſupply a profuſion, which ariſes from 


a violation of a ſolemn compact with the nation, and 
renders the limitation of the expences of the crown by 
Parliament the moſt vague and abſurd of all propoſi- 
tions: The power of controul of the expences of the 
crown'is the being and life of Parliament. What traces 
do we now find of the exiſtence of this power? Are 
the accounts on our table proofs. of our boaſted 


oeconomy * and is meanneſs thus nearly lied to prodi- 
gality oh 
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There is at preſent, Sir, a peculiar cruelty in thus 
endeavouring to fleece the people, when we are in- 
volved in a moſt expenſive, as well as unnatural and 


ruinous, Civil War, and burthened with an enormous 
load of national debt, the intereſt of which even we 


are ſcarcely able to ſtand under. Is there no feeling 
for the ſufferings of this impoveriſhed country? Are 


the people really noting in the ſeale of government ? The 
principal of the national debt is ſtated to us at Mid. 


ſummer 1775 to amount to the aſtoniſhing ſum of 
1355943, 05 1 J. and the intereſt to 4,440, 8211. Is 


. this the time, Sir, that a miniſter can with an unem- 
barraſſed countenance come to Parliament to lay ad- 


ditional loads on an exhauſted nation, and to aſk more 
of the people's money? When the greateſt ſources of 
our commerce and wealth are deſtroyed by the folly 
and wickedneſs of adminiſtration, when we have al- 


ready ſpent in this unjuſt war above nineteen millions, | 


when above half our empire is loſt, and thoſe Ame- 
rican friends, who” have aſſiſted us fo frequently and 


| ſo powerfully, are forced by our injuſtice to become 


determined enemies, and for their own ſafety to en- 
deavour our humiliation, are we at ſuch a moment as 
this to talk of the greatneſs of the crown, à crown 
pern of balf its beams ? Are we to hear of the happy 
ſtate of the. nation, when we have loſt more than we 
have retained of this divided empire, when new taxes 
and additional burdens on the people, are the moſt 
important objects of government? Is the Civil Lift to 
increaſe in proportion to the loſs of all thoſe reſources 
of trade and riches, by which it is fed and nouriſhed ? 


Is the nature of the Civil Lift in the body politic 


analogous to on Lord * ſays of che . that 
it 


0 


it increaſes in proportion to the waſte, decay, hd 
rapid conſumption of the other parts of the human 
body ? 1 | ONE, 
Sir, we ought to look back to what former Princes 
and Parliaments have done. I will take the conſidera- 
tion only from the glorious æra of the Revolution, 
and it ſhall be ſtated fairly and fully. The Civil Lift 
was not granted to King William for life till the year 
1698, when 700, oool. a year was ſettled on him. The 
diſtractions of his government, and of all Europe at 
that period, are well known. His moſt generous 
views for the public were thwarted at home during 
the greateſt part of his reign by the Tories, as the 
friends of liberty are now harraſſed hy them in Ame - 
rica, according to the late orders of General Waſh- 
ington to the Continental army, and his ſpirited letters 
to the Congreſs. Queen Anne had che ſame revenue 
ſettled upon her. She did not aſk the additional fam 
of 100, oo0l. to her Civil Liſt, but ſhe gave unaſked 
out t of it yearly. 100,000). towards — on the 


* His Excellency General Waſhington daily forbids all the I and ſoldiers 
of the Continental Army, of the Militia, and all recruiting parties, plundering any 
on whatſoever, whether Tories or others. The ect, of ſu b perſons will be ap- 
Plied to public uſes ia a regular manner ; and & is expected that bumanity and renderniſs 
to women and children will diſtinguiſh brave American, contending for liberty, from i in- 
famous mercenary ravagers, whether im or 8 a 


Trenton, Fon. 1 1777. | S8. WANING TON, 


Did any Monarch in Europe begin this year with/fuch a glorious act reals 
and regard to the public, as Dictator Waſhington in America? 


+ © Greemwih, March 16, 1797. 
« The bearer hereof, Nehemiah Liſcome, . being an infamous Tory and profeſs 

« enemy to the United States of America, and conſequently having no right toa reſidence 
& or dwelling on this Continent, is hereby ordered to nen, to 
« A Iſland, &C, &C &C, 

6 By o. order of Mijor Gen. Waſtes, 
108.8 Fo, Cofins Ogden, Aid-d6-Camp." 
4 BE... 
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war, 4 tvar againfl France, beſides 200,0001. at leaſt 


x. 1 towards the building of Blenheim-houfe, and above 


100,009]. for the ſupport of the poor Palatines. We 
have a reſolution of this Houſe, Sir, -o0n/a report from 


_ - Committee, which ſtates this very fully. It is on 
the Journals of May 13, 1715, and in the following 


words ; *© Reſolved, that the ſum of 700, ooo l. per an- 


num was ſettled upon his late Majeſty King William 
„during his life, for the ſupport of his \Majeſty's 


4 houſehold, and other his neceſſary occaſions 3 and, 
tat the time of his Majeſty's demiſe, after the e 
* tion of 3, 700l. a week, that was applied to the 


public uſes, was the produce of the Civil Liſt re- 
*5 venues, chat were continued and ſettled on her late 


% Majeſty Queen Anne, during her life.” The de- 
duction far public ſervices of 43,700l. a week, or 
192, 400 l. a year, from that part of the Civil Lift re- 

venue called the Hereditary and Temporary Exciſe” 


was firſt made in the laſt year of King William. Not- 
withſtanding this deduction, the Civil Liſt Funds pro- 
duced in that very year 709, 420l. In the firſt of 
Queen 2 Anne the ſame Funds with rhe ſame deductions 


were ſettled on her for life, and declared to be for 


raiſing. 700,000 l. for the ſupport of her -houſchold, 
and the dignity of her government. In the gth of her 


reign the old Poſt · office act was repealed, and a new 


General Poſt - office with higher rates was eſtabliſted, 


in conſideration of which another deduction was made 
from the Civil "Liſt revenue of 7ool. a week, or 


36, 400l. a year. Both thaſe deductions have ever 
ſince been continued. | 


George I. had the ſame revenue ſettled upon him as 


Queen Anne; but if e paid him by the Royal 


* Exchange 


1383 


Exchingh and London Aſſurance Companies, and a 
million granted in 1726, towards paying his debts, 


are included, his income will appear to have been 


nearly 800, O00 l. per annum. In the firſt ſpeech to his 


Parliament he took notice, That it was his happi- 


« neſs to ſee a Prince of Wales, who may, in due 
te time, ſucceed to the throne, and ſee him bleſſed 
e with many children.“ Vet the eſtabliſhment of the 
Civil Liſt at the beginning of that . reign was only 
ſettled at 7e0,0001. a year. It was not call after the 
great expences conſequent on the rebellion of 
the Earl of Mar, and the other perjured Scots, who, 
although they had taken the oaths to his government, 
traiterouſly waged open and impious war againſt a 


mild and juſt Sovereign, that the Parliament paid the 


King's debts. In the reign of George 1. the Prince 


of Wales had an eſtabliſhment of ioo, ooo l. per annum. 


George II. had a very numerous family, and 
800, ooo l. was at firſt ſettled upon him, with whatever 


ſurplus might ariſe from the duties and allowances 


compoſing the Civil Liſt revenues. In 1736, that 
part of the hereditary and temporary exciſe, which 


conſiſted of duties on Spirituous Liquors, was taken 


from the Civil Liſt, in conſideration of which 70,0001. 


was transferred to it from the aggregate fund. The 
income of George II. including 11, 000l. granted in 
1720, and 455,733 l. in 174), towards making good 
the deficiencies, which had arifen in the Civil Liſt 


(2 


duties, was 8 10, 749 l. per annum, for 33 years. His | 


late Majeſty likewiſe had in his reign a Scotiſb rebel- 


lion, carried on by many of the ſame traitors, who had 
been pardoned by his father. The expence of that re- 
bellion to the King and: kingdom was . for it 


14 was 


\ 


( 220 ) 
was not-confined to the extremities. of the iſland, but 
raged in the heart of the kingdom, and the rebels ad- 
- vanced to within a hundred miles of the capital. 
Such an event, Sir, not unforeſeen, becauſe foretold, was 
a juſt ground for the Parliament's diſcharging a debt 
contracted by ſecuring to us every thing dear to men 
and Engliſhmen. 
The eſtabliſhment of the preſent King, -at the yearly 
rent charge to the nation of Soo, ooo l. was a meaſure 
at that time equally pleaſing both to the Prince and 
people. The miniſter boaſted that there was not a 
poſſidility af any future diſpute about the hereditary 
revenues, or concerning accounts ſuſpected to be falſe, 
wilfully erroneous, or decgitful, kept back, or anti- 
cipated, to ſerve a particular purpoſe. I am aware, 
Sir, that the Civil Liſt revenues have been increaſing 
for many years. The mean annual produce for the laſt 
five years of George II. was 829, 150l. and for the 
firſt fix years of his preſent Majeſty, it would have 
been, had the eſtabliſhment in the late reign con- 
tinued, 894, ol. In 1775, it would have been 
1,019, 450 l. Near 90,0001, per annum of this great 
increaſe has been produced by an increaſe in the Poſt- 
office revenue, occaſioned chiefly by the late alteration 
in the manner of franking, and by the falling in of 
the croſs poſts to the public by the death of Mr. 
Allen; but theſe profits wauld probably, at leaſt cer- 
tainly ought to, have been reſerved to the public, 
had the eſtabliſhment in the late reign been continued. 
At the foot of one of the accounts on our table it is 
Rated, © The amount of 800, ooo l. granted to his 
«© Majeſty from the 2 5th of October 1760, to the 
6 5th of January 1777. is 12,965,511. 48. 9d. . 
pt £* The 


r 


1 


N 
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t The produce as above exceeds the annuity by 
« 2,381,241l. 98. 1d. 3. But Parliament granted te 
« pay off the Civil Lift debt, on the 5th of Jan. 1769, 
cc out of the ſupplies for the year 1769, 513,5111. which 
being deducted ſhews the gain to the public to be, 


« 1,867,7301.- 98. 1d. 4.” The bargain. concluded 
for the public was of an annuity to the King of a 


clear 300 ,0001. ſubject to no deductions, or contin 


gencies for his life, on a ſolemn promiſe: of that be- 
ing made to bear all the expences of the Civil Lift, 
and the Royal houſehold. It was a fair compact of f- 
nance between the King and the ſubject, ratified by 
both parties. The moſt explicit aſſurances were given 
by the Chancellor of the. Exchequer, in the King's 
name, that no more ſhould be aſked, and that now 
His Majeſty could never be under the diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of importuning this Houſe with meſſages of 
perſonal concern. | 

1 have, Sir, carefully el the accounts laid 
before this Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, the 
eight folio books, as well as the other papers. I will 
venture to ſay they are as looſe, unſatisfactory, per- 
plexed, and unintelligible as thoſe delivered in by the 
noble Lord with the blue ribband in 1770, @ year aſter 
the former demand to pay the debts on the Civil Lift. 
I am, ſure, Sir, more looſe, unſatisfactory, perplexed, 
and unintelligible, no accounts can be, Their defec- 
tiveneſs and fallacy is highly culpable. The coming 
to Parliament at that time with ſuch a demand, bur 
without any account whatever, was an inſult to this 
Houſe, and the now laying before us ſuch accounts 
as thoſe on the table is a ſolemn mockery. Many 
gentlemen in the Houſe declared the laſt week their 
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Cw 
opinion, that, after the ſtricteſt examination, they 
could make nothing of thoſe former accounts. It was 
not intended they ſhould. One particular only fixed 


9 attention as an individual. Under the head of /c- 
Dei and ſpecial ſervice, I find that between Oct. 1762, 


and Oct. 176g, 4 moſt memorable year, there was iſſued 
to Samael Martin, Eſq. 41,0001. We have indeed, 
Sir, had a week allowed to go through theſe accounts; 
but I will venture to affirm, that a year would not be 
Jafficient to clear them from their ſtudied perplexity, 
to give order and light to ſuch a chaos. The moſt 


able accomptants do not pretend to underſtand them. 
They would puzzle a De Meivre. Egyptian dark- 


meſs hangs over the whole. There is not one friendly 
ray of light to lead us through this labyrinth. | 
No account, Sir, whatever is given Parliament of the 


other conſiderable revenues of the crown, beſides the an- 


nuity of 800, ooo l. I do not mean the income of the elec - 
torate of Hanover, or Biſhopric of Oſnabrug, but what 


His Majeſty enjoys as King of England. That is a fair 
conſideration with us, when the Houſe are providing 


for the ſupport of the luſtre of the crown, at preſent, 


1 fear, a lictle-tarniſbed. The extraordinary revenues 
of the Crown are, the revenue of Ireland, the Duchy 
of Cornwall, the land revenue within the principality 
of Wales, the revenue of Gibraltar; American quit - 
rents, now generally "loft, irredeemably toft, the Plan- 
tation duties of 41. 4 per cent. from the Leeward 
iſlands, fines, forfeitures, and many other particulars, 
which certainly carry the Royal income to much above 
one million a year. We may form ſome gueſſes 
from the grants we find made. From the revenue of 
"the? Duchy of Cornwall it e that Ty, O00 l. iſſued 
ine | to 


— 
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to Mr. Bradſbaw in one year, and 11,0001. in another. othe 


From the 41. 4 per cent. in 1769, for his Majeſty's fperial 
ſervice, 14,7421. to Sir Grey Cooper. In 1991, John 
Robinſon, Eſq. received 10,0001. of the Virginian 
quit-rents, the /a/# payment I believe of that nature. 
Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received 2, 144 l. from the 
revenue of Gibraltar; and in 1765 the ſum of 13,8041. 
was iſſued thence for ſpecial ſervice. Such copious 
ſtreams muſt flow from rich and abundant fountains, 
The Plantation duties of 41. 4 per cent. produced, in 
1753, the ſum of '27,3771. Pines and forfeitures are 
a very conſiderable addition to the Royal revenue. I 


vas plundered in one year of 10001. by two fines, one 


of 500 l. for a pretended libel, and another of the 
ſame ſum, becauſe 1 had a laughable poem locked 


"up 


The late Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, Sir'John'Cuft, the weakeſt as 
well as the moſt abject of all miniſterial tools even in that Houſe, who, by betraying 
the rights of the Comme expected to become a Lord, contrived in comunction with 
a Mr, Filmer, Clerk of the King's Sench Treafury, to hold out a ſazghabtr poem to 
the nation as © blaſphemy.” When Mr. Wilkes was a priſoner at the bar ofthis Houſe 


yu 31ſt mae Wannen injuſtice. 


Mr. Speaker, 


I am ſorry to be obliged by the pi FRA Rath, Lai n bb 
honour, to take notice in this pnblic manner of an injury repeatedly done me by y 
Sir, in the Votes of this Houſe, publiſhed to the nation by your authority, and in your 
name. I find it is afferted ebree times, in the Votes of laſt November; that there is a 


record of © blaſphemy” againſt me. I am ſure that no ſuch record ever exifted. The 


aſſertion is entirely void of truth. I am therefore-neceſfitated to make my appeal to 
the Houſe againſt you, Sir, for having charged me with being convicted of a crime, 
of which I am innocent, and ſpread an unjuſt accuſation throughout the Kingdom, 


under the ſanction of the Speaker's authority. In'the good eld Speaker” ¶ OA . !? 


time, when any miſtake acciden/ally, and none ever tut by accident EN appeared in 
the Votes, the error was not only always acknowledged with candour, but ſpeedily 
rectified. The falſe charge againſt me in ſo unjuſtifiable a manner ſtill remains on 
your Votes in full force. I feel it, Sir, as I ought ; rene een. 
Juſtice of this Houſe the-mods'of reparatien ef u injured honour. = 


Journals; Jan 31, 1769, vol. 32. page 189. 
Ordered, 
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up in my bureau, which adminiſtration hired a raſoi 


of a ſervant to ſteal, and then they contrived to 


haye e | 
| The 


Ordered, That the Entries i in the Pi 6 Titles of the copies of the Records 
- preſented to this Houſe upon the 23d day of November laſt, be ſo altered, as particu- 
larly to expreſs, that the words (“ for a libel” and for # blaſphemy,” contained in the 
ſaid Entries, were part of the titles indorſed by the Officer, [ Mr. Filmer] who pre- 
Jented the ſaid Copies, and no part of the ſaid records} wer intended ts convey any ic 
nian of the Houſe concerning them,  _ 

In the firſt debate on the Middleſex elections in the orefont Parliament, Feb. 22, 


1775 Charles Van, -Eſq. Member for Brecon, mentioned this record as for © la 


< Shemy.” Mr. Wilkes immediately called him to order, and defired the above 
nm ow Oe Journals mages bg rod, Mr Van very ingenuouſly confeſſed his 
-miſtake. | 

* Michoet Curry. Not a printer, nor a printer's devil, would afterwanis affociate 
with this fiend. He ran away frem the capita}, firſt to Norwich, and afterwards.to 
Briſtol, where he delivered the world from one of the moſt wretched, as well as 
wicked, of the human race. On the 3d of Auguſt 1768, he made an affidavit at the 
Manſton Houſe before the Lord Mayor Harley, which has been printed in all the pa- 
pers. He was frequently with the peer, who is commonly called Femmy Tevitcber. 


In the affidavit he (wears, 4 that when he told his Lordſhip of the robbery he had 


« caramitted on his Maſter, Lord Sandwich anſwered, You have ſaved the natim, 
©& and you may depend on any thing that is in my power that the inducement to him to 
commit the robbery was the money offered him, and the large promiſes from 0 
in power,” His Lordſhip was then Secretary of State. The affidavit likewiſe 
Rates, © that Faden, ang Haſſall, two known miniſterial age ts, deſired him to name 
any ſun, and that he might depend on being ſupported from any injury he might 

« apprehend, and firmly rely on being protected by thaſe in power,” Curry was af- 
terwards gxamined.Qatthe Bar of the Houſe of Commons on the 31ſt of January 1769. 
He then declared, that he © lived for ſometime at the houſe of Philip Carteret Webb, 
C Eſq; Secretary to the Treaſury, that he was cor fined thexe, that Webb ſent him to 
« Carrington, one of the King's meſſengers, who regularly every week ſupplied him 


. < with money, that Webb ſaid he might depend upon being taken care of, that ge- 
& vernment weuld take care of bim for ſurrendering the c:jy, and giving the evidence 
. againſt Wilkes, that Carrington declared he was accownteale to gowernment for the 


c money be paid him, that Lord Sandwich told him, he might depend on any thing in 
bi power, that he bad W that no one would afterwards eraplay 
« him, &c. &c . 


| There was not a man of bononr in Europe acquainted with this black tranſace. 


tion, who. did not bluſh for the conduct of the court of England on this occaſion 
| Evegy liberal idea was ſacrificed to a perſonal. pique of the Prince. The infamy of 
coenapting a ſervant to rob his maſter, the baſeneſs of confining a gentleman. for 
a Jear in priſon, and the meanneſs of picking his pocktt of 5004, hecauſe * 
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The buſineſs of this day, Sir, is naturally branched 
out into two parts, both which certainly claim our ſtrict 
attention. His Majeſty's meſſage points them out to 
us. The firſt is the outſtanding debts, the ſecond 
the increaſe of the eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt, * 
Before we proceed, Sir, to take into conſideration the 
payment of the King's debts, we ought to enquire in 
what manner they have been contracted. The King 
has enjoyed ever fince his acceſſion the greateſt unap- 
propriated revenue of any prince in Europe, and the ex- 
pences of the whole Royal Family have never exceeded 
160,000l. a year. A Committee ſhould be appointed 
for both the purpoſes mentioned, and papers very dif- 
ferent from thoſe before us ought to be ſubmitted to- 
Parliament. It is impoſſible for us now to form the 
a looſe poem locked up in > prives cloſet, had not been known in the moſt 
deſpotic countries, and betrayed a ſpirit of injuſtice, revenge, and cruelty. The 
fitteſt agent was employed for ſuch a buſineſs, my Taoitcher, then Secretary 
of State, bomo poſt b.mines nates turpiſſimus, ſceleratiſſimus, contaminatiſſimus. Even 
Lord Le Deſpencer, ono of the firſt and moſt eager court vaſſals, who vowed 
unconditions/ ſubmiſſion to the Thane, and ſwore ſealty at the ſhrine of Bute, even 
he condemaed the breach of honour and convivial friendſhip, without the pre- 


text of any injury, or even previous quarrel in his brother peer. At the 
concluſion of: the Secretary's ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords, Lord Le, De- 


ſpencer exclaimed aloud, « that he never before u devil preach a ſer- 


«© mon againſt ſin.” _ 
Agreatwriter obſerve, that coy man bas a right to have poem in bi d. The 
crime is in the vending. 1 5 
The conduct of Henry IV. of France on the publication in 160g of the Pn 
libel catted J. Ifle des Hermaphrodites, was worthy of that great King. 
Ce petit /ibel (qui &toit afſez bien fait) ſous le nom de cette Iſle imaginaire, de- 
convroit les moeurs et fagons de faire impies et vicieuſes de la Cour, faiſant voir 
clairement que la France eſt maintenant le repaire et Vaſyle de tout vice, volupte, 
et impudence, au lieu que jadis elle &0it une academie honorable et ſeminaire de 
vertu. Le Roi le voulut voir et ſe le fit lire; et encore qu'il le trouvit un peu 
libre et troy hardi, il ſe contenta neanmoins d'en apprendre le nom de Vauteur, 
qui etoit Arthus Thomas, lequel il me woulut 5b en rec bercbã , faiſant conſcience, _ 
il, de fdcher un bomme pour avoir dit la weriid, , 
Journal du regne de Henri IV. Par M. Pierre de VEtoile, Grand Audiencier 
gg at Lac vol. III. p. 278, 279. Ed. La Haye, 174. 
| llighteſt 
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ſlighteſt comjecture from theſe accounts in what way ſo 


enormous a debt as 6718, 340l. has been contracted. It 
is aſtoniſhing that there ſhould. remain in caſh in the 
Exchequer on the gth of Jan. laſt only 35,640. The 


Queen has indeed 50,000. a year very regularly paid; 
but the expence of the prince of Wales and the Biſhop 


- ofOſnaburg is charged from 1769 to 1777 only 42,2431, 


Prince William Henry and Prince Edward, for the ſame 
period; 5,017. The King's meſſage, Sir, leads us to 
confider the ſtate of the whole Royal Family. His Ma- 
Jeſty has two- brothers, univerfally beloved by the na- 


tion. I find no trace of any debts contracted by the 


crown on their account ; no princely grants to either of 
the King's own brothers. As an Engliſhman I regret 
the ſeantineſs of their incomes. The Duke of Glou- 
ceſter ſeems doomed to paſs his life abroad; and it is 
certainly neither from choice, nor from the ill ſtate of 
his health. The Duke of Cumberland is happier, and 
lives in England. He poſſeſſes all the virtues, and ſup- 
ports with dignity the rank, of a private, benevolent, 
amiable Nobleman. His income is by no means ade- 
quate to the ſplendor of a Prince of the Blood, of 2 
Prince of the blood fo near to the King as his Majeſty's 


; own. Brother. How then, Sir, has . this. enormous 
| debt been contracted ? No outward magnificence has 


dazzled our eyes; no internal, domeſtic profuſion has 
deen imputed to the Lord Steward of the houſehold “, 
| 5 | e t Maha gt, who 


* With the greateſt undppropriated revenue & any Prince in Europe, have ws 
not ſeen you reduced to ſuch wile and ſerdid diſtreſſet, at wiuld have. conducted ony | 
ether man toa priſon Is it not notorious that the vaſt revenues, extarted from the 


labour and induſtry of your ſubieckt, and given you to do honour to yourſelf and to 
the nation, are diſſipated in corrupting their repreſentati ven ? Junius. Preface, p. 29. 
In the debate in the Houſe of Lords on the debts of the Civil Liſt, April 16, 
17774 Earl 9 Lord Steward of His Majoſty's rs the tear ſtarting 
from 


.* . pro a _ wt _—_ 
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who almoſt alone has continued in office this whole 
reign. We have ſcarcely the appearance of a Court. 


eren in the capital. /Former Kings of England witch 
very inferior revenues were generous and ſplendid, 
their courts: pompous and brilliant. Alt princely and 
royal viſitors were ladged in their palaces, and pled: 


didly entertained . His Majeſty” s reſidence at Wind- 
ſor the laſt ſummer did not quite revive all the teas: * 
of the magnificence, and even hoſpitality, of the 
Plantageners, nor cfface all the glories of our Henries 
and Edwards. No ſtately buildings, or proud pa- 
laces, no imperial works, and worthy Kings, have ex- 
cited the public wonder, or called foreigners from the 


continent to our iſland to admire the royal taſte and 


magnificence. An honourable gentleman , Sir, tells 
us of the King's houſes, The former Kings of Eng- 
land, Sir, lived, in palace, not in bouſes. His Ma- 
jeſt has not had a Scotiſb rebellion to quell. The 
Royal reveni@ have not been expended apainft the 
Scots, but ſurrendered to them ; an idea little ſuſpected 


by the people of England, when they, gave at firſt with 
{uch a liberal, and even prodigal hand. How then, 
Sir, has this debt been contractedꝰ There are no or- 
ward and viſible ſigns of grandeur and expence. I will 


tell the Houſe what is ſaid without doors, what the na- 
tion ſuſpect, and therefore it ane our duty 0 


eu 


from his eye, told many. a won tale of the aste of the royal houſchold, 


kitchen, and ſtables, of half-ſtarved nurſes, {kullions, and grooms. His Lordſhip 


fa, © he would figiſh thoſe ſcenes of unatterable wwoe with a fact, which had hap- 
10 pened very lately. The King's coal-merchant declared, that he was fo dltrelfd 
« for money, he ws; ready to turn bis Majeſty off.” e 

* When the King's Siſter, the Princeſs of Brunſwick, paid the tft + viſt" to 
the Court of England, Her Royal \ Highneſs was in Lady. Furniſhed lodgings in Pan- 


\ 
Mall. 
Sir Grey Cooper, Bart, 228 for Saltaſh, Joint Secretary to the Treaſury. 
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inveſtigate. The nation, Sir, ſuſpects, that the re- 
by theſe very grants; that in one inſtance we attend 
unto you, and that the Crown has made a purchaſe of 


this Houſe with the money of the people. Hence 


tian is the canker, which gnaws the vitals of Par- 


Crown have been reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 


2 Qtherprinces, beſides his Majeſty, have had the means of corruption within their 
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gular,, miniſterial majorities in Parliament are bought 


to the evangelical precept, give, and it ſhall be given 


the ready, tame, and ſervile compliance to every 
Royal edict iſſued by the Miniſter. Inward corrup- 


liament. It, is almoſt univerſally believed, Sir, that 
the debt has been contracted in corrupting the Repte- 
ſentatives of the people, and that this public plunder 
has been divided among the majority of this Houſe, 
which is allowed to be the moſt corrupt aſſembly in 
Europe, while the Honeſt and fair creditors of the 


Compaſſion to them is only made the pretext of the 
preſent meſſage. This, Sir, is a fit object of parlia- 
mentary enquiry. Ge. 


reach, but they have uſed it with moderation. In former times corruprion was confi 
dered as a foreign auxiliary to government, and only called in upon extraordinary 
emergencies. The unfeigned piety, and ſanctified religion of George the Third have 
taught him to new-model the civil forces of the ſtate. The natural reſources of the 
Crown are no longer confided in. Corruption glitters in the van; — collects and 
maintains a ſtanding army of mercenaries, and, at the ſame moment, impoveriſhes 
and inſlaves the country.—His Majeſty's predeceffors (except that worthy family, 
from which you, my Lord, [the Duke of Grafton] are unqueſtionably deſcended) 
had ſome generous qualities in their compoſition, with vices, I confeſs, or frailties in 
abundance. They were Kings, or gentlemen, not hypocrites or prieſts. They were 
at the head of the church, but did not know the value of their office. They ſaid 
their prayers without ceremony, and had too little prieſtcraft in their underſtanding, 
to reconcile the ſanftimonious forms of religion with the utter deſtruction of the mo- 
rality of their people. My Lord, this is fact, not declamation.— With all your par- 
tiality'to the houſe of S u, you muſt confeſs, that even Charks tbe Second would 
have bluſhed at thoſe eager, meretricious careſſes, with which every ſpecies of private 
vice and public proſtitution is received at St. Jamei . | 

85 Junius, vol. II, pages 249, 250. 
The 


— 
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The alarm has ſpread throu LS the country. The 
charge is taken up by almoſt every independent man in 
the kingdom. It is aſked; Didthe Kft parliamentary 
grant of 513,511. fo lately as 1769, to pay the King” 8 
debts, give ſatisfaction ta the honeſt tradeſinen and infe 


rior dependents of the crown, or was it diverted another 
way ? The majority of this Houle,” Sir, ought not to 


lie under this ſuſpicion, nor will they, if they are inno- 

cent. They ought likewiſe to vindicate the Honour of 2 

our Sovereign from the foul ſuſpicions. which are gone 

abroad on this ſubject. Aheavier accuſation can ſcarcely 

be brought. Mr. Locke, Sir, in his chapter on the 
Diſſolution of Government, ſays, ©* He (the ſupreme Ex- 

« ecutor) ats contrary to his truſt, when he either employs 

5 « the force, treaſure, and offices of the ſociety, to corrupt 

: « the repreſentatives, and gain them to bis purpoſes, or 

« openly pre-engages the elefors, and preſcribes to "their. 1 

« choice, ſuch, whom he has by ſolicitations, threats, pro- 

« miſes, or otherwiſe, won to his deſigns; ; and employs | them 

« to bring in ſuch who have promiſed befare-hand what | 

© to. vote, and what to ena. What, Sir, was the caſe 

of Hine's Patent Place in the collection of the cuſtoms - 

at Exeter, publicly ſold, and the money given, not to 

a needy public, but to General Burgoyne, to reimburſe 

him the expences of the Preſton election, and the ſub- 

ſequent proſecution and fine of 1000l. by a court of 

law, for the outrages committed in Lancaſhire againſt 

the ſacred rights of election? That inſtance alone me- 

rited an impeachment from Pain againſt = pro- N | 

figate miniſter * of that day. OO PIR 

e by 9b * 


* The Duke of Graftone |. 
— ki Grace in terms lm of inſpiration. — OP 
for a guilty * ** you are undone. Come forward, thou vittuory 
XK mauger, 
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| If cham is, Sir, a ſpark of virtue left among us, we 
cannot fit down. contented with ſuch looſe general ac. 
n chat ſecret and Jpecial ſervice; the Privy Purſe 


a. Rs Ris as; wwe nent 
extraordinary a mark of his Majeſty's favour : what was the price of the patent hs 
| kgs bought, and to what honourable purpoſe the purchaſe money has been applied 
„ Cs I YO COIN ay Colonel Burgoyne's expences 2 
Preſton.” : Junius, vol II. p. 21, 
" No ſale by the gde was.ever.condufted: wich greater formality,I affirm the 
the price, at which the place was knocked down. (and which, I have good reaſon 
to think, was not leſs than 3,500 l.) was, with your connivance and conſent, paid to 
"By : Colonel Burgen, t reward. him, I preſume, for the decency of his deportment a 
Preſton. .. Page a. 
- Mr. Taylor and Gearge Roſs (the Scotch agent and worthy confidant of La 
1 Mansfield) tnanaged-the buſineſs. Page 2 
The chaſte. Duke,of refton had coramenced a profecution againſt Mf-. Sami! 
V cugban, for endeavg to corrupt his integrity by an offer of gol. for a patent 
place in Jamaica. A rule to ſhew cauſe, why an inforraation ſhould not be exhi- 
. bited againſt Vaughan for certain miſdemeanours, being granted by the Court of 
King's Bench, the matter was ſolernnly argued on the a 5th of Novernber, 1769, and, 
F by the unanimous opinion of the four judges, the rule was made abſolute. The 
. | pleadings and ſpeeches were accurately taken in ſhort-hand, and publiſhed. The 
.. whole of Lord Mansfield's Speech, and particularly the following extract from it, 
deſerve the feader's attention. A practice of the kind complained of here is cer- 
e tainly diſhonourable and ſcandalous.—If a man, ftanding under the relation of an 
: « officer under the King, or of a perſon in whom the King puts confidence, or of a | 
4 « miniſter, takes money for the uſe of that confidence the King puts in him, he baſely 
\ | « betrays the King, ne betrays his truſt. If the King ſold the office, it would be 
| - « acting contrary. to the truſt the conſtitution bath repoſed in him. The conſtitu- 
= . tion does not intend the Crown ſhould, ſell thoſe offices, to raiſe a revenue out of 
1 N oe * then In it poſſible to heſitate, whether this w/ oud not be criminal in the Duke of 
= 4 Graſton: ontrary to his duty; as a privy-countcIlor ;—contrary ta his duty as.4. 
HER « miniſter; = — cogtrary to his duty as a ſudiject. His advice ſhould be free according to | 
il « his judgrnent;—itis the dug of his office ;—be has ſworn toi.” Notwithſtanding all 
k this, the chaſte Duke of Graſton certainlyſold a patent place to Mr. Hine, for 3,g00l.andy 
for ſo doing, is now. Lord Privy Seal to the chaſte George, with whoſe piety we are 
perpetually deafened, If the Houſe of Commons had done their duty, and impeached 
i the black Duke for this maſt infamous breach of truſt, how woefully muſt poor, beriſ 
| | Man field have been puzzled 1 His embarraſſment would have afforded the moſt ri-, 
Will diguJous ſcene, that ever was exhibited. To ſave the worthy judge from this per- 


$I 


plexity, and the no lefs worthy Duke from impeachment, the proſecution againſt 
Vauban was immediately dropped upon my diſcovery, and publication of the Duke's 
g treachery. The ſuffering this charge to paſs, without any enquiry, fixes ſhameleſs 
| pet upeg the Ko of. the Hauſs CY PR PROT than evur d: 
il ; . e „ Junids, vol. H. p· 27% 5 
| e 5 the 
1 
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the 92 80 of A chamber, the Gere. of the Houſehold, | 
Royal bounties, penſent and atintities, ſwallow up almoſt 


the whole Civil Liſt. There is a general charge of 
penſions t to the amount of 43 8, ol. The * 4 | 


Acc 
treme of infamy. Junius aſks, „ Has not Sir Jobs Moore a penſion of 500]. a year? 
— This may probably be an acquittal of favours upon the turf} but js it poſſible to 
offer a groſſer outrage to a nation, which has ſo very lately cleared away the beggary 
of the Civil Lift, at the expence of more than half a million?“ Junius, vol. I. p. 69. 

« If a late pon to 2 broken gambler [Sir Jobs Moore] be an act worthy of 
— ... CE CO IE | 
rr P. 95. A 

The penſion of 1,200. a, year to Paoli can be accounted for only 8 
either by the courtly principle now eſtabliſhed among us, of giving applauſe and 
aſſiſtance to all thoſe, who have betrayed the public liberty, from the King of 

Sweden to the late "General of the Corſicans, or as huſh-money to conceal the 
ſhare of our cburt in the ſacrifide of Corſica to France. When Baron Van Swieten, 
the late Miniſter from the Empreſs Queen to the King of Pruſſia, was in London, 
he faw and converſed with Paoli. The Corſican lamented, that in the late war 
againſt France be cui not be preſent every where in biz Mand in every action. The 
Baron replied, that js no reaſon for your doing nothing where you were. The penſion 
then ought to have been given him by France, not by England. © Le Compte de 
« Grandmaiſon prit le village &'Olmetta, &o le General Paoli I coir fut des le 
premier Ebranlement des troupes.” Hiſtoire des Revolutions de Corſe. Par 
M. Abbé de Germanes. Paris, vol. III. p. 65. II manquoit totalement de 
« cette bravoure, le ſoutien des tats naiſſans, et ſi neceſſaire vis-a-vis d'une 
« nation belliqueuſe; qu'elle ne peut @re ſuppliée par aucune autre qualité. 
« On ne Fa vu dans aucune action à la tete de ſes compatriotes. Il ſe, te- 
« noit toujours em arriére, et ne manquoit pas &' tre le premier A faire re- 
« traite des qu'il voyoit le ſucces douteux vol. II. p. 188. © Paoli ignorant fa” 
« vietoire feyeoit ꝙ uns cot, tandis que nour on retirion; de Tantre., vol. IL. p. 95. 
There is a remarkable appearance of candour and irfipartiality in this hiſtory. The” 
Abbe received the ſolemn thanks of the ſtates'of Corſica for the two firſt volumes. 
« I] fut arrsts, que Von ecriroit, au nom des Etats 3 M. Abbe Germanes | une 
« lettre de remerciement ſur les peines et ſoins qu'il avoit pris,” &c. ke, © Pa 6 
« tout éperdu, laifſa, pour fe fauver à travers les rochers, ſon cheral et fon port- 
© feuille a Murato,” p. 132. © Le General Padl:-<-ſe hats de quitter fa patrie--- 
« laiffant Abattucci à la töte des Nationaux qui tenoient encore les armes ; fl ſe 
« ſauya de Baſtilica ſur Quinza, et dela ſe rendit à Porto Vecchio avec Clement 
« ſon frere, quelques autres chefs, et uno centaine de Corſes attach6s à ſa perſonne, 
ou à ſes rich ſes,” vob HI. p. 148. © Venvie de perpetuer {on gouvernement fut 
« {a premiere raiſon d' tat, et i} prefera r 
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Lift i is the great grievance. From 1769 to 1777, there 


is a ſingle line of 171, oool. ſecret and ſpecial ſervice, if- 
- ſhed to Sir Grey Cooper. In the ſame period, under 
the ſame article, 1 14,0001. ta * John Robinſon, Eſq; 


excluſiye of enormous furs. on the ſame heads to the 
Secretaries of State, and the Secretary of the Poſt. 
office, generally in one ſhort, ſingle line. When we 
know,: Sir, what proſecutions have been carried on, a 
looſe article of 60,0001. in one year, as Jaw charges, 

| ought to alarm us no leſs for the liberty of the Preſs, 

than for the private property of individuals againſt un 
founded claims of the crown. We have ſeen the cruel. 

Z invaſion of both i in this reign. Under the head of Con- 


8 of divers natures, we are loſt and bewildered 


40 - ſa nation-=-il toit 8 moins capitaine que politique. Au ** de bra- 
« woure, il ſubſtituoit Vart d'en montrer. Feignant de chercher le peril as com- 
« mencement d'une action, il trouyoit toujours des amis diſerets, qui arretoient ſon 
s ardeur---quoique 4:mide dans le combat, il ctoit l ardi dans le comſeil, et ferme dan 
fei projet ſi nie pouvant plus maintenir ſon pays dans la liberté dont il pretendoit 
« Etre le reſtaurateur, il flat ort les armes d la ain à la thte de ſes compatriotes, 
6e paſſeroit pour un Bere. p. 48. Such is the judgement paſſed by a French 
Abbe ona republican General? What was the glorious anfwer of the young 
| Naſſau, afterwards our great Deliverer, to ſome courtiers of Charles II, who in 
the deſperate ſituation of Holland from the conqueſts of Louis XIV. adviſed him to 
accept the ſplendid offer of being Sovereign of the Provinces under the protection 
of England and France? The hero replied, I will not  furwive the Metin of op 

| country. I will die en the laſt, dyke. Paoli ought to have died ſword in band, on 

* the laſt free mountain of Corſica, But he now vegetates ihgloriouſly in a foreign coun- 

| try, and, as Plautus happily expreſſes it, in munditiis, molliſiii, delicriſque etorulon. 
| | agit. He attends regularly, bows low, and ſmiles eternally, at the levee. of a 
King, by whom he is again moſt graciouſly ſmiled upon, careſſed and penfoned. 
With the ſpoils of his euſlaved country, and an Engliſh penſion, this brave, firm, 
Her ce, independent republican crouches at a court, and conſoles, himſelf, far from, 
_ thoſe wile guns, in a drawing room, in a ſweet intercourſe of bows and {miles with, 
the ribdanded and titled ſlaves of power, under the contempt of all Europe. The, 
penſion was giyen him, at the interceſſion of Lord George Germaine, in the admi- 
2 the Duke of Grafion. His treachery recommended him to the Duke :. 
a ſimilitude of character and con: duet naturally captivated the heart of Germanicus. 
Member for EAR * un the Treaſury with Sir * Cooper. 
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by a rambling account, in which it is impoſſible to 
gueſs the leaſt particular. We find Meſſrs. Amyand and 


Siebel receive '38,6921. to pay bills of Exchange; and 
in another line, Thomas Pratt, Ei; 8, 139 l. to pay ano- 


ther bill of Enchange. For what Wciocnl purpoſe, or 


public ſervice? Sueh accounts, Sir, are only calculated 
for ſuch a ſervile Parliament. Penfjons, annuities, and 
royal bounties, ſhall with much caution be touched by 
me even in his Houſe. One word only I ſhall men- 
tion of literary patronage, becauſe it ſeems to be a favo- 
rite ſubject. We are, Sir, hourly told, that genius and 
learning are how foſtered by the propitious beams of 
royal favour, and all the polite arts encouraged and pa- 
e "mn to famous Doctars * Shebbeare' and 


Johnſon , 


4 


Dr. Shebbeare was tried in 1758 * printing and publiſhing “ A Sixth Let · 
« ter to the People of England.” The Information was exhibited by Lord Cam- 


den, when Attorney General. It tated, that the libel “ tended to traduce the 


« Revolution, and to repreſent it as the foundation cf all thofe imaginary evils and 


« calamities, which he, the ſaid Defendant, would falſely inſumuate the fubjects of | 


« this kingdom did labour under; and alſo to aſperſe the memory of King William 


III, and of George I, &c. and alſo to aſperſe, ſcandalize, and vilify King 


George II, &c. and to inſinuate that King George II. had no concern fqr the 
„people of England, nor any regard for the intereſt, honour, or welfare of this 
« kingdom,” Another charge was omitted by the Attorney General Mr. Pratt, 
from a motive of delicacy, for Dr. Shebbgare had ba/iardized the whole royal ſu- 
mily in the Sixth 2 to. the People of England.“ It was pübliſhed in the 
time of the late war with France. A jury found the Doctor guilty. He was 
fined, pilloried, and impriſoned. Lord Mansfield, who tried the cauſe, declared, 
that the © Sixth Letter to the People of England approached the neareſt to High Trea- 
ſen, wit bout actually committing it, of any paper be ever read. His Lordibip's nice, 
exquiſite judgement in ſuch a matter cannot be controverted. The family connec- 


tion with his own brother, Lord Dunbar, the late Pretender's confidential ſecretary, = 


his early ſtudies at Oxford, the whole caſt and colour ↄf his life, make his opinion 
of value, his teſtimony unqueſtionable. In a letter addreſſed to his, Lordſhip, 
Junius ſays, © In your earlier days you were but little infected with the pradence 
« of-your country ; you had ſome original attaghmgnts, which you took every 
proper opportunity to acknowledge. The liberal ſpirit of youth pre- 
« vailed over your native diſcretion. Your zeal in the Cauſe of an unhappy 
# Kings Was. * with the ſincerity of wine, and ſome of the ſolemnities of 

K 3 66 religion, 
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Johnſon , are in this reign the fate hirelings called 


| penſioners. The piety of gur Soyereign to the me 


mory of his grandfather, as well as gratitude to our 
glorious Deliverer, ſhould ſurely, Sir, have prevented 
the names of theſe two Doctors from diſgracing 3 
Civil Liſt, which both of them had repeatedly and pub · 
licly declared the King's family had no right to, but 
ought to be conſidered as a flagrant uſurpation, Theſe 
two Doctors have in their writings treated the late 
King, and King William, with the utmoſt virulence 
and ſcurrility, and they are the known penſioned advo- 
cates. of deſpotiſm, The two other inſtances are ridicu- 


4 lous enough. David Hume was penſioned in this pious 


reign for attacking the Chriſtian religion, and Dr, 


| Beaxtie for anſwering him. In this manner is the pub- 


lic ' treaſure laviſhed; but theſe, I own, are mean ob- 
jects, and of trifling concern. The great r maſs of the 
debt remains unaccounited for, and i is ſuſpected to be 
coontracked for the moſt criminal purpoſes. ir is ne- 


hats In i e to this paſſage J. ies adds, about Lord Manefield, « This 


<« man was always à rank Jacobite.” Lord Ravenfſworth produced the moſt ſatis- 


. ² of ib having frequerttly frunk the MY r 


& knees“ , 

Dr. Shobheare's charatr is dmirably drawn by the aher of the © Hero 
« Epiſtle to Sir William Chambers 8 
; "Wretch ! that from flander's filth art ever gleaning, 

Spite without ſpirit, malice without meaning: S 
The fame abuſive, baſe,” abandoned thing,” 
When pilloried, or penficned by a king. | 
Pens, n. ſ. [ penfion, Fr.] An allowance made to any ns without ant equley 


lent. rr 
fer treaſon to h chi]⁵y. Saen 2G IFK 65 


\'Penfioner; n. . [from penſion] 1. One who is ſupported tn re 
the will of another ; '#'depetidant; oP © aun 
1. A'fave of e hired by L pana to obey his nager 


. able heals A Dictionary of the Engliſm Language, in 5 vol fy 
pf. Samuel Johnſon, | we 


Vide Dr. * * — and all his political trafts. 
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| NIE to ſatisfy the people that the enquiry ſhould be 


made, and therefore I hope the- Houſe mil inſtruct the 
committee to that purpoſe. 1 

Let me now, Sir, ſuppoſe, that pennt acquieſces 
with the preſent claim, what chearful ray of future 
hope have we to comfort us that future demands will 
not e Will this be the laſt court job, even of 
the preſent miniſter ? No aſſurances whatever are given, 
not a hint of economy, or frugal management, or the leaſt 
care of the public treaſure in future. Surely ſuch. a 
mode of proteeding is highly unbecoming, ** 
and contemptuous. 


May I, Sir, paſs the invidious ſtreigchts of Canis, 


and conſider the ſtate of the neighbouring monarchy 


with reſpect to the king's houſehold. and debts > By 
two new edicts for the regulation of the French King's 


houſehold expences, penſions, and royal bounties, all 
arrears are to be diſcharged within fix years, and a 
fixed reſolution is declared pour concilier avec une ſage 
tconomie les depenſes que Piclat de ſa couronne peut 


exiger. From the firft of laſt January all future ex⸗ 


pences whatever reſpecting the houſehold are to be 
paid in the courſe of the current year. The very firſt 


article is, © Pannee revolue de toutes les depenſes de 
ja maiſon du Roi, tant par enterpriſes: que par 


« fournitures, ſera a Vavenir paice comptant au Treſor - 


“e Roial, dans le courant de Vannee ſuivante, A raiſon 


© Fun douzieme par mois.” Would to God, Sir, 


ſuch a ſpirit of juſtice and. reformation croffed' the 
channel to- this capital ! We, alas! have not a glem 
of hope of any reformation. The French King, Sir, 


c Artois. They have found in their ſovereign an af- 
| K 4 fectionate 


& 


* 


bas likewiſe two brothers, Monſieur, and the Comte 


( "136 ) 
| fectionate and generous brother, not a glodmy tyrant, 
like Louis the XIth. They are an united and 
happy family. What the King has given them in im. 
portant grants, and en apanage, as it is called, enables 
them to ſupport with eclat their high rank. The new 
regulations of the French King's houſehold expences and 
debts are founded in juſtice, and occaſion no extraordi- 
nary burden to his people. The frf Prince of the 
Hanover line obſerved the ſame conduct; for the meſ- 
ſage of George I. to this Houſe, of July 11, 1721, is, 
ce that being reſolved to cauſe a retrenchment to be 
“made of his Civil Liſt expences for the future, and 
& finding that ſuch a retrenchment cannot well be ef. 
e fected without diſcharging the preſent. arrears, his 
<< Majeſty has ordered the accounts thereof to be laid 
before the Houſe, and hopes he may be empowered 
« to raiſe ready money for that purpoſe, on the Civil 
« Liſt revenues; which, to ob the laying any new bur. 
den on his people, his Majeſty propoſes ſhall be re- 
6 placed to the Civil Liſt, and re · imburſed by a deduc- 
te tion to be made out of the ſalaries and wages of all 
i offices, and the penſions, - and other payments, from 
— © the crown. „ The venal parliament of 1769 gave 
the money out of the current expences of the year, with- 
out a fingle line of any account. 
When we are repeatedly told, Sir, of the preſent 
ſplendour of the Britiſh diadem, of . extent of our 


* Mezeray, hiſtoriographer of France, ſays, © comines nous le [Louis x1). 
« (epeint frurjeuſement, ſonp gn et Jdlaige de ſa pifſance, tres abſalu dans ſer vo- 
«Gfontss, qui ne pardennoit point, qui a terriblement fouls ſex ſujeti, et avec cela le 


« merfleur der Princes [the wy Kings] de ſon tems. Fa POUVOIENT ETRE 
„ I. Es AUTRES?,” * 


Abrege Chronologique de 1 de 8 par le Sieur de Mexeray, 
F ee ha France. vo. II. p. 213. Ed. Amſterdam, 1755. 
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empire, and the 9 of our an I own that 
che diminiſhed rays of the crown occur to my painful 
imagination. I am not dazzled, but mortified. It 
brings to my recollection what was ſaid of Philip tha 
IVth of Spain, when Louis XIV. was taking all the 
towns, one after another, in the Netherlands, “ 


« grandeur reſſemble a celle des foſſts, qui druienvent grandi | 
« 2 proportion des terres, qu on leur die.. 


7 


The * noble lord near me has ſaid, that he wiſhed a 
| ſtrict review of the whole eſtabliſhment. of the crown, 
as to the Civil Liſt. I perfectly approve the idea. 
| Almoſt the whole requires a new regulation. I think 
the judges i in particular ought not to be paid out of the 
ö civil liſt, but by the public. They cannot be now 
diſplaced; but they may be ſtarved by the crown. The 
| ſpirit of their independence ought to extend as well to 
l their ſalaries, as to their commiſſions, I obſerve, Sir, 
h in the Civil Lift accounts on the table, an article, 
— „Lord Howe and Sir William Howe Commiſſioners, 
. for refloring peace in America 1 ol. per week each, ar- 
1 « rears 1,7421.” The noble Lord with the blue rib- 
n band has juſt called them Ambaſſadors, Have we then 
already acknowledged the United Colonies of -America as 
a ſovereign ſtate, like the United Provinces of Holland 2. 
If we haye not, that event muſt happen. The peaceful 
mode adopted by the brothers, according to my calcu- 
lation, will not ſoon reſlore peace in America. It may 
poſſibly be the period of the Trojan war, ten years at 
leaſt, ſo that the nation may compliment the Hozwe fas 
mily with above one hundred thouſand pounds free gift, 
at the rate of 100l. per week each brother, Mes | the. N 


* ee Member for York, 
ſettled 


—— 


— 


1 
ſettled pay had perquilites, as officers. But, Sir, what 


connection has ſuch an article as this with the 9 
Liſt, with his Majeſty $ houſehold Fn” 


Let us not now, Sir, raſhly proceed i in the i into 
method of deciding on theſe two important queſtions, 
the expenditure, and the. increaſe of the Civil Liſt, 
without hearing the evidence, or hearing it only in 


part. We have not ſufficient Data to proceed. By 
ſach injuſtice we loſt America. We proſcribed the in- 


Nn of Boſton without hearing them, and in the 


ſame manner adopted coercive and fanguinary meaſures 
againſt the other colonies. Let us not now advance a 


. fingle ſtep but with caution, with fear and trembling, 


of the fword, when we give him that of the purſe, 


land, On voit la libertꝭ ſortir ſans ceſſe des ſeum de la 


Erben, whilſt they take care it be * adminiſtered, and fad themſelves by 


We are aſked to furniſh the miniſters. with weapons, 


which may be employed to our deſtruction, againſt the 
Hberties of our own country. An increaſed. undue in- 
fluence muſt neceflarily be created, and the overgrown 
power of rhe Crown enlarged. Miniſters only, want 
what are called the finews of war. The doctrine is now 
avowed of the legality of introducing foreign troops in- 
to the Britiſh dominions. 'The miniſter has the power 


How many nations have totally loſt their liberties by 
internal corruption, and by, mercenary armies? There 
is an affected falſe alarm about faction and civil diſcord, 


diſturbances and * inſurrections; but it is well Known, 


that civil diſſentions have often among us been even fa- 
vourable to freedom. Monteſquieu obſerves, of Eng 


gte Kings, being taught m raden and experience, that nations 
light in the peace and juſtice of a good goverment, will never-fear a genera! in 


nen 1 ' AlgagonaBydney, page 417. 
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 diſeorde et de la ſedition, le Prince toujourt hs 
7 ſur un trine intbranlable.” 
I defire, Sir, to ſubmit to the noble Lord near me, 
whether, in point ef form and precedent, inſtead of 


Iſcharging the order for referring the King's meſſage to 
the committee of ſupply, which. his Lordſhip has 


4 

moved, it would not 'be more proper to inſtruct the 
5 committee on the two important points of the meſſage, 
. the paying his Majeſty's debrs, and the addition to the 
e ſtanding revenue of the Crown. If his Lordſhip and 
J the Houſe adopt that mode, I ſhall then move, That 
2 « it be an inſtruction to the faid committee, 4 that, be- 

7 ce fore they proceed to conſider of his Majeſty's moſt 
55 te gracious meſſage, they do conſider of the cauſes of 
e « the debts due on account of the Civil Lift, and like- 
Ne ** wiſe what further proviſion may be neceſſary to ſup- 
Vn « port the ſplendor and dignity * the Crown of Great- | 
ni 4 Britain,” 2 U . 
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ſe, : 

by, | 

" 5 Vorrs of Feb. 21, 1777. 
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brought up and read. 
- Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to the 
confideration of a Committee of tac whole FIRE. 


VPorxs 


A Petition of the Traftees of the Britiſh Alu was 


. 


— — NASA Tn — 
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Vorss of Apiũ 28, 277. 


Ordered, 40. That the Account of Annual Expence 
te and Income of The Britiſh Muſeum, from the 15 of 
« January 1768, to the 31ſt of December 1776, be re- 
e ferred to the ſaid Committee [ to conſider further of 
86 the Supply a) to His Majeſty |.” 


| 
[ 
i 
| 
| 


25. Pike faidy 


Mr. Speaker, 


Before the Petition of the Truſtees 5 the Britiſh 
Muſeum is referred to the conſideration of the Commit- 
tee of Supply, I beg the indulgence of the Houſe to 
ſubmit a few general ideas on that ſubject, entirely in- 
dependent of party and politics. The encouragement 
of all uſeful knowledge, and the protection of the arts 

and ſciences, with a particular attention to our own ma- 

nufactures, appear, to me, Sir, juſt objects of public re- 
gard, and highly deſerving parliamentary conſideration, 
eſpecially in this great commercial country. Among 
the many proofs of the improvement of our national 
taſte, and love of polite literature, the eſtabliſhment of 
the Britiſh | Muſeum claims the pre-eminence. It roſe 
under the favourable auſpices of this Houſe, has been 
carefully watched over by us, and I hope will till con- 
tinue to receive our friendly protection and ſupport, 
Various branches of learning have already derived ſin- 


gular 


. > 


* 
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gular advantages from that rich tepoſitory, and I think 


it may be made yet more extenſively uſeful to this 
kingdom. This, Sir, can only be done by this Houſe, 
by parliamentary aſſiſtance. I ſhall. at preſent. cohfine 
myſelf to general ideas, and only throw: out dome 


hints for a future day's conſideration. 


It ſeems to me, Sir, highly expedient chat the Truf- | 
tees of the Britiſh Muſeum; ſhould not only be enabled 
adequately to fulfil the objects of their public truſt, 
by making what is already collected as uſeful as poſſi-, = 
ble to the nation, but ſtill farther to extend the laudable i 
purpoſes of their inſtitution. Their preſent, funds, we 
find by their Petition, are incompetent even to the con- 
tracted plan now purſued. It is a general complaint, 
that the Britiſh Muſeum is not ſufficiently acceſſihle to 
the publie. This muſt neceſſarily happen from the de- 
ficiency of their revenues. The truſtees cannot pay a 
proper number of officers and attendants, This will 
to-day be in part the conſideration of the committee, 
into which the Houſe; will ſoon reſolve itſelf. But, 
Sir, I wiſh their plan much enlarged, eſpecially on two 
important objects, Books and Paintings. This capital, 
after ſo many ages, remains without any conſiderable 
public library. Rome has the immenſe collection of 
the Vatican, and Paris ſcarcely yields to the miſtreſs of 
the world by the greatneſs of the King's Library. They 
are boch open at ſtated times, with every proper accom- 
modation, to all ſtrangers. | London has no large pub᷑- 
lie Library. The beſt here is the Royal Society but! 
even that is inconſiderable, neither is it open to the 
public, nor are the neceſſary conveniences afforded 
ſtrangers for reading or tranſcribing. The Britiſh' M- 


ſeum, Sir, is rich in nen, che Harleian colle tien, 
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the alain Ca the collection of Charles k and ma- 
ny others, eſpecially” on our own hiftory ; but it is 
wretchedly poor in printed books. I wiſh, Sir, a ſum 
was allowed by parliament for the purchaſe of the moſt 
valuable editions of the beſt authors, and an Act paſſed 
to oblige « every printer, under a certain penalty, to ſend 
a copy bound of every publication he made to the 
Britiſh Muſeum.” Our poſterity, by this and other ac- 
quiſitions, might perhaps poſſeſs a-more valuable trea- 
ſure than even the celebrated Alexandrian collection; for, 
' notwithſtanding that felfiſhneſs, which marks the pre- 
ſent age, we have not quite loſt ſight of every beneficial 
proſpect for futurity. Conſiderable donations might 
likewiſe, after ſueh a ſanction of parliamentary appro- 
bation, be expected from private perſons, who in Eng- 
land, more than in any country of the world, have en- 
lirged: views for the yu good: and- glory of the 

Kate. 
The Britiſh Mean Sie, poſſeſſes" few valuable 
paintings, yet we are anxious to have an Engliſh ſchool 
of painters. If we expect to rival the Italian, the 
Flemiſh, or even the French, ſchool, our artiſts muſt 
have before their eyes the finiſhed works of the greateſt 
maſters. Such an opportunity, if I am rightly in- 
formed, will ſoon preſent itſelf. I anderftand that 
an opyticarion is- intended to parliament, that one of 
the firſt collections in Europe, that at Houghton, made 
by Sir Robert Wal pole, of acknowledged ſuperiority 
to moſt in Italy, and fearcely inferior even to the 
Duke of Orleans's in the Palais Royal at Paris, may 
be fold by the family. I hope. it will nor be diſperſed, 
bur purehaſed by parliament, and added to the Britifþ 
Augeum. I. wiſh, Sir, the eye of painting as. fully 
2 gue; 
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— as the ear of muſic is in this iſland, which: 
at laſt bids fair to become a favourite abode of the 


polite arts. A noble gallery ought to be built in the 


ſpacious garden of the Britiſo Muſeum for the recep- 
tion of that invaluable treaſure. .Such an important 


acquiſition as the Houghton collection, would in ſome 
degree alleviate the eoncern, which every man of 
taſte now feels at being deprived of viewing choſe pro- 
digies of art, the Cartons of the divine Raphael. King 
William, although a Dutchman, really loved and 
underſtogd the polite arts. He had the fine fen 8 
of a man of taſte, as well as the ſentiments of a hero, 
He built the princely ſuite of apartments at Hampton 
court, on purpoſe for the reception of thoſe heavenly 
gueſts, The Engliſh nation were then admitted to 
the rapturous enjoyment of their beauties. They 
have remained there till this reign. At preſent they 
2 periſning in a late Baronet's * /moky houſe at be 
end of a great ſmoky town +. They are entirely ſe- 
ö creted from the public eye; yet, Sir, they were pur- 
e chaſed with public money, before the acceſſion of the 
| Brunſwick Line, not brought from Herrenhauſen. 
Can there be, Sir, a greater mortification to any Eng- 
. liſh gentleman of taſte, than to be thus deprived of 
feaſting his delighted view with what he moſt deſired; 
and had always conſidered as. the pride of our 
iſland, as an invaluable national treaſure, as a common 


| 


* Sir Charles Sheffield's boſe in St. James's Park, now calle the Queoen'y - 
Palace. 

+ This royal Procryfler, who has founded an Acadery of Painting, Set an, 
exact admeaſurement, obſerving very ſagaciouſly, that ** the Gertons were dm longy - \ 
** and ought to be cut porter, a facrilegious hand was found, which--berreſco referent / . 


--- m:ngled the divine works of the moſt divine artiſt, that they might tt 
ileir preſent improper, ignoble ſituation. 


 bleſling, 
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bleſſing, not as private property ? The kings of 
Frante and Spain permit their ſubjects and ſtrangers 
the view of all the pictures in their collections; and ſure, 
Sir, an equal compliment i is due to a generous and free 
nation, who give their prince an inedme of above a mil. 
lion a year, even under the greateſt public burthens. 

A remarkable opportunity, Sir, of improving the 
national taſte in N which was lately loſt, I hope 
may now be recovered. The incompatable Lit Joſhua 
Reynolds &, and ſome other great painters, who do 
honour to our country, generouſly offered the late 
biſhop of London ＋ to adorn the cathedral of St. 


Paul's, chat glorious monument of the magnificence 


of our anceſtors, with ſome of | their moſt valuable 
works; but the propoſition bad to encounter the ab- 
ſurd, gothic prejudices of a taſteleſs and ignorant pre- 
late, which were found to be inſuperable. We have 
the ſatisfaction at preſent of having in the ſee of Lon- 
don I a N $, not only of ſolid piety, but 5 | 

> wo Ha. \ 440 the 


# Sir Joſhua RI has given this os a fair claim to the n beauii 
lines of Mr. Tickell : 
See on her Sites ina e 
Her falling arts forlorn Heſperia mourns ; 
While Britain wins each garland from her brow, 
. Her wit and freedom firft, ber painting now. 

+ Dr. Richard Terrick. 

+ If 1 may de indulged a conjecture, it ſhould be that not the ſalid piey, nor 
mae Jarning) nor the claſſical taſle, nor the merited correction, which, in the 
cauſe of polite literature, the preſent Biſhop of London gave the mitred cynick of 
 Gloucefter, captivated Mr. Wilkes ſo much as that love of liberty, and deteſtation of 

tyrants; which are conſpicuous in the writings of our excellent Dioceſan. In his 

lectures De ſacra Poeſi Hebræorum,“ a wonderful work from the Clarendon Preſs 
at Oxford, with the imprimarur of the Vice Chancellor Browne in 1753, this * 
worthy Prelate quotes with diſtinguiſhed praife the inſpired verſes ſung at all the 
public feſtivals of the Athenians in Honour of the Greek heroes, Harmodius and 
Ariſtogiton, who flew the tyrant Hipparchus. W 
verſes to be © ingenioſi certe poetæ, et valde bon; civis.” n | 
$ Dr. Robert Lowth. 


© 
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the ſoundeſt wing; and of exquiſite, claftical taſte, 


I hope*at-fach a favourable moment the propoſition: . 


will be renewed and accepted. 
As 
1 | ; 


Num verendum erat, ne quis tyrannidem Piſiſtratidarum Athenis inſtaurare au 
deret, ubi in omnibus conyiviis, et æque ab infima plebe in compitis, quotidie 
tantitaretur Tue Wud Falliftrat) | neſcio cujus, fed * certe „N of 
val hong (vis * 
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| The llondng i 3 lyera eanation of the Greek Ode 


In myrtle branches will I beer tay dagger, 
Like Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, | 
When they ſtabbed the tyrant,” * 


| And gave the Athenians equal laws. © © © 


Oh! moſt beloved Harmodius, you are not dend, 
but thby ſay you nre in the iffarids of cho blotſed, 
Win fiv iftsfooted Achilley, 
| And! Viomed, the ſon of Tydevs, 
In myrtle branohes will I dear my daggers 
Like Armadius and Ariſtogitan, "ilk. 
When in the Athenian fact: CES, 


| They flew Hipparchos the? kraut. | 


* ? The 


. 


\ 
\ 
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As almoſt all arts and ſciences, as well as ſome of 
the moſt uſeful, manufactures, have a connection with 


each 


The fame of you two ſhall ever ſpread through the earth, 
Oh! moſt beloved Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, | 
Becauſe you flew the tyrant, | 

| And gave the Athenians equal laws. 


Another important Circumſtance on this great .occafion was neglected by the 
Roman heroes, Brutus and Caſſius. The dead body of the uſurper ought imme 
diately to have been thrown into the Tiber. Mark Anteny's eloquent, but ſe- 
ditious and peſtilent, funeral oration had not in that caſe been pronounced, nor 
the multitude driven to madneſs by his inſidious artifices and the affecting ſpectache 
of the corpſe of Cæſar, mangled with many wounds. The republic, perhaps, hal 
| ſurvived, at leaſt during the life of Brutus. The name, and family of the tyrut, 
might, after the ides of March, have been rendered odious by popular ſongs, and the 

8 Biſhop blames the Romans for not copying from the Greeks in this reſpect. Lis 
berty might have triumphed, and ſo general a horror of tyranny been diffuſed 
through the republic, that Sweronius could never have ſhocked all poſterity by i 
detail, ridiculouſly minute and diſguſting, of the monſtrous crimes of the uſurperi 
fucceſſors, when no longer controlled dy fear or any legal reſtraints. That writer, 
however, argues in my opinion againſt deſpotic power better than Sydney, Locks, 
or Price. 

The idea in the Greek verſes, which the Biſhop ſo juſtly admires, of the two 

* heroes bearing their daggers in branches of myrtle, was taken from what happened a 
the feaſt of Panathenæa. The Athenians carried large myrtle branches in all their 
great ſolemnities and ſacrifices Among theſe the patriotic daggers of Harmodiou 
and Ariſtogiton were concealed. Undoubtedly they thought with all antiquity, 
that thoſe, who trample on the equal rights of mankind, and riſe ſuperior to the 
laws of their country, ſo that they caunot be brought to a formal trial, nor made | 
to expiate their crimes by the /word of juſtice, may be righteouſly puniſhed by the a 
dagger of patriotiſm. The Greeks and Romans not only ſpoke daggers, but uſel 
them in the cauſe of liberty, PPP 
the Gods was an uſurper, or human tyraut. 


Vicłima haud ulla amplior - 
Poteſt, magiſque opima mactari Jovi * | TOA 
. Quam rex iniguns. Buxxes 
When the City of Lodon, in 1772, da Ms bes th Mlle. for his i 


fence. of freedom in the caſe of the printers, and left the deſign and ornaments to 
his direRion, the Death of Ceſar in the Roman ſenate was the ſubject of his choice 


It is certainly one of the greateſt ſacrifices to public liberty recorded in hiſtory 
The dagger in the firſt quarter of the City Arms, which of courſe were to be 


emboſſed on the vaſe, does not ſeem to have ſuggeſted to him either the idea d 
the dogger, with which Sir William Walworth, a Lord Mayor of London in the 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
4 
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1 each other, they will likewiſe give each other a mu- 
h tual aſſiſtance, The beautiful art of engraving, which 
h is now carried among us to an aſtoniſhing degree of 
| | perkection, will come to the aid of her fiſter painting. 
We have ſhewn our attention to that art this very ſeſ- 
on. I hope hereafter, even in this cold; raw cli- 
mate, to be warmed with the glowing colours of our 
own gobelins tapeſtry, and I wiſh encouragement was 
given by parliament to that noble manufacture, which 
in France almoſt rivals the powers of painting. The 
important advantages of ſuch a commerce too we may 
learn from our neighbouts. 
I am not alarmed, Sir, at the great expence, which 
. gentlemen ſeem to dread as the inevitable con- 
ſequence of what I have mentioned. The treaſures of 
a ſtate are well employed in works of national magni- 
ficence. The power and wealth of ancient Greece 
were moſt ſeen and admired in the ſplendour of the 
is WY temples, and other ſublime. ſtructures, of Pericles. 
1 He boaſted, that every art would be exerted, every 


FEET ECEEESEFTSE 


de rrigh of Richard 1, killed Wat Tyler, or of the © curtank,* the e hort fword® 

— An nme 

y the furniſhed the hint of 

uſe The degger wont to pierch the tyrants breaſt. Port. 

ce u Julius Cxſar is repreſented in the baſs- relief on the waſey as he is deſctibed by 
ill hiſtorians in that important moment, gfacefully covering himſelf with the toga, 
and falling at the baſe of a pedeſtal, which ſupports the ſtatue of Pompey the 
Great. Brutus, Caſſius, and the other noble Rorttans, who conſpired to reſtore 
freedom to their country, form a circle around the body of Cœſar. Their dagger:, 


"ey ter the goadike firoke, ſeem reeking with the tyrant's blood, and are raiſed, to 
is de. heaven. Every eye is fixed on Brutus, who is in the attitude of congratulating 
nts to Cicero on the recovery of the public liberty, and pointing to the proftrate and ex- 
hoice. piring uſurper. The figure of Brutus ſtands out in very bold and high relieve, is 
tory. particularly ſtriking, and the capital of the whole groupe. At the bottom of the 
to be nn ! encircled with myriie and cal leaves: 

dea d May every tyrant feel 
n the | | The egen, deep ſearchings of a patrict ſtool a Euvzenttr. 
ges L 2 citizen 
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citizen 3 in the pay of the ſtate,. peg City, not oil 


| beaurified, | but maintained by iſe The ſums he cx. 


.pengec on the public buildings 18 Ktiered Athens, inthe 


„ „ 


_ moſt higl and palmy fate of. Greece, a 1 the brilliant Vice" 


TEES * > wt 6 5 


* tories over the Perſians, diffuſed. riches and d plenty among 


- * 


the people at that time, and, will be; an eternal monument 
of the glory of "that en republic. The Parthenn 
only, or Temple of Minerva, acknowledged t to be the 


Ew ea © 444 


_moſt beautiful Piece of antiquity now remaining in the | 


* 4 „ 422 


world, which is of the pureſt y white marble, colt, wh 


ww = +a, af 


its ſtatues and ſculptures, above a thouſand talent, 
Dear, 200,0001*. 


A 


„„One obſervation here, Sit, natural 7755 Which 

Juſtice to the 7 ruſtees of the Britiſh * mand 
an 2 of „ 40100 

No N. pub lic money has ever been more f 5 Thore 


frogally, applied | to t the, Faden For which it has 


be e given, than, what ey ave A Tp 


Wat Ia 


the Truſtees 0 the Bri wiſh A eum are the only body of 


89 4*44 ne Bri n 


men, who have never been fu fut ee of Sw ns of 
fidelity or comy. I think, therefore, "we may: 
ſafely truſt them farther, not penuriouſiy, hut largely, 
on a! great, fatiönal cbncefn, "eſpetiuſly when their 
accounts are ſo frequently ſubmitted to the” exarfiitia 
_ of point. eat of | 
eatnitix Sir, and the- polite e. arts, have ſcarce) 
© more. In, ban bie enemies, ignorance zack fttpidity'a 
ways, Tuperſtition often. * be 4 8 Lord with the 


= bine ribba nd +, Who is, "at the Bead of the ffhafces of 


this country, poſſeſſes wit, genius, a great deal of 


true taſte, Led a'very cultivated” underſtanding. "The 


e In the Tables of the learned Dr. Arbuthnit, | OA alf © Miel a 
wh 158, 
| + Lord North, Firſt Los fs — and Chancellor of the Exchequer: 


75 kr, 6 4 meſt 


(% 
malt, important HO ent of this kingdom in taſte 


and, literature pow ſupplicates the Ales and pro- 
tection, 0 of, this Houſe, The ge arts have in bis — 92 


ſhip 2 Judicious admirer, and © of conſequence 3 2 gene- 
ps! benefkerar, 2 Power! er F | 


— 


Yorzs of ach 295 1777. 


A motion . was made, and the Queſtion being put, 
That the reſolution of this Houſe, of the a 7th of 
oS | ebruary 1769, that Jobn Wilkes, Eſquire, ' having 

6 been in this Seſſion of Parliament, expelled | this Houſe, 


7 4s, and is, incapable of being elefed a Member io 
te ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be expunged from 
ee the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of 


* the Right | of rhe whole Bod 178 of Eleftors of this 
0 * kingdom ;” | 5 


Mr. wk. 20 30 * 


'The important Rights of Election in the people are 
ſo deeply intereſted in the Queſtion, which I think it 


my duty to move again to this Houſe, that no apology 


can be neceſſary for my embracing this, and every, op- 


portunity, which the forms of parliament permit, of 


bringing this buſineſs again to our conſideration. 
Every Elector in the kingdom, Sir, was injured by 


the reſolution of the laſt parliament in the caſe of the 
A | Middleſex 


J 


. 
Mi 22 Election. A fatal precedent fs thereby ere · 
ated of making an Incapacity by a Vote of this Houſe, | 
where the law of the land, and common right, ren- 
dered the party eligible. The words of the Reſolution 
of rhe 17rh of February, 1769, are, That John 
« Wilkes, Eſquire, having been in this Seſſion of Par- 
*« liament, expelled this Houſe, was, and 1s, incapa- 
e ble of being elected a Member to ſerve in this pte. 


« ſent Parliament.” By this arbitrary and capricious 


Vote the Houſe eſtabliſhed an Incapa city unknown to 
the laws of tlie land. It is a direct aſſuming of the 
whole legiſlative power, for it gives to the Reſolution 


of one Houſe the virtue of an act of the entire legiſla- 
ture to bind the whole. The King, the Lords, the 


Commons of the realm, ſuffer alike from this uſurpa- 
tion. It effectually deſtroys both the form and effence 
of this free conſtitution. The right of repreſentation 
is taken away by this vote. Ir is difficult, Sir, to de- 
cide, whether the deſpotic body of men, which com- 
poſed the laſt rotten parliament, intended by the whole 
of their conduct in the Middleſex Elections to cut up 
by the roots our moſt invaluable Franchiſes and Privi- 
leges, or only to ſacrifice to the rage of an incenſed 
court one obnoxious individual. In either caſe the 
rights of the nation were betrayed by that Parliainent, 
and baſely ſurrendered into' the hands of the miniſter, 


that is, of the crown. 


We are, Sir, the guardians of the laws, It is ou 


duty to oppoſe all uſurped power in the King or the 


Lords *. We are criminal, when we conſent to the 


exerciſe 


* The following extract from the fpeech of Mr. Wilkes to the Livery of London 
when he quitted the office of Lord Mayor, Nov. 8, 1775, gives a remarkable inſtagce 
of an attack on the liberty of the ſybjeQ by the Heuſe of Lord: in the preceding 
February. | 4 
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ac of any illegal power, much more, when we 


aber exerciſe, or ſolicit it ourſelves. This the late 
Houſe 


# The laſt year, gentlemen, has paſſed without any attack on our rights and pri- 


Agen from the Houſe of Commons. That arbitrary and unprincipled body has 


been almoſt wholly employed, with the induſtry and ſpirit of fiends, in the vain and 
wicked attempt of perfecting their plans to eſtabliſh d:ſporiſm in New England, and 


| Pupery in Canada. They have. tained the Britifh laurels with the guiltleſs blood of 


our ſellow - ſubjects in America. But the Houſe F Lords early in the preſent year 
made a direct attack. on the rights of every Commener in England, and the effential 
privileges of this city. They ordered a citizen, Mr. Randall, un bear d, into cuſtody, 
without any appeal to a Fury, only for difreſpectful words againſt a Member of their 
Houſe [Lord Lyttelton]. Although parties, they endeavoured to eſtabliſh themſelves 


judges in their own cauſe, in equal violation of the dictates of common ſenſe and juſ- 


tice, and in the firſt inſtance, not by an appeal from an inferior court to them, as 
the ſupreme judicature of the Kingdom. The Gentleman Uſher of the Bla-k Red [ Sir 
Francis Molyneux] came repeated}y with his aſſiſtants here to ſgize a citizen; but 
notwithſtandingthe expreſs aſſertion in the order of the peers, that he ſhould find it 
2 ſoffictent warrant for the attachment of the body of a freeman, Mr. Randall remained 
ſafe in his own hanſe under the protection of the laws, and your Chief Magiſtrate. 
The officer of the Houſe of Lords preferred an ignominious retreat to Weſtminſter to 
the certainty of his own commitment ia the city by a really ſufigicne warrant, which 
1 would have iſſued if he had perſevered, He made a of what be Od nt don: ; 
and that diſgraceful entry in the J ur of the Houſe of Lords gives us another de- 
monſtration, that in this free country all uſurped authority muſt in the end yie!d to 
law and the conſtitution, for Mr, Randal has ever fince remained among us in per- 
ſect ſecurity, as unmoleſted from the illegal attacks of the Lords, as Mr. Miller has 


been from the late ſimilar outrages of the Commons, &c, 


From the pre-eminence, gentlemen, to which your favour raiſed me, I now re- 


turn with pleaſure to my former ſtate of ons W to mingle with 
the maſs of my fellow-citizens, c, &c, &c.“ 


Junius in the letter of May 28, 1770, ſays, © The arbitrary power they [the 


, Lords) have aſſured of impr/ing fines and commiriing during pleaſure, will now be ex- 
. arciſed in its full extent; and in a note he adds, © The man who g and overcomes 


this iniquitcus pocuer, aſſumed by the LoRDS. muſt be ſupported by the whole jerple. We 


bave the laws of cur ide, aud want no bing but an intrepid lead:r, yes a man 


Hands forth, let the nation lock to it. It uus u but 0UR wr.“ 
Junius, vol. IT. 858. 
In an Addreſs to the Livery of London from the Sheriffs Wilkes and Rull, . 
April 6, 1972, it is ſaid, “ We may congratulate our countrymen that the number of 
theſe unfortunate perſons has not been attempted to be increaſed this ſoſſion by any 
il egal Royal Proclamations, ar commitments during pleaſure, made by iber of the ixvn 
Houſes of Parliament. Their late uſurpations on the perſonal rights and privileges of 
the people ſeem to be given up and ſurrendered. The Lords have not dared ſo un- 


vonſtitutional au order of impriſonment, nor to impoſe any fines at their arbitrary 


L 4 will 
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Houſe of Cömtmöns * did in the Addfeft ts his Ma. 
Jelty to diſpenſe with the laws by ifuing à N cle 
for 


wilt for at cöwräble by Ne No den s decß tengas! K weir ber i 
what their 971, not the laws, declare ſeditious; hor för WHACThEy 7d Ay Vid x 


bel on a brother Peer, for have they Ventired to rh Thy per ſeh bi he ff hi. 
Din b. ring of a cauſe, , Which ought to come Re the on 5 by Beal from the PWfericr 


Ceurts of ter the verdi of a Jury. The House 6 f Commoti Rave ticlly Accel 
in the claim made by many of our worthy Fellow-citizens for thc prop *he A5 Hage, that 
the conſtituentshave a right to be fully informed of the SENS of their ſer tan 
in Parliament. Their 2 indeed aſſert, « that it is an indignity to, and a breath 
« of, the privilege of this Houſe for any pexſon to preſuine to give, in written gr 
« printed new!) papers, any account, or minutes of the Debates, or other proceeding, 


4 of the Houſe, or of any Committee thereof: but the ufurpation WIS apprent, a 


well as the indizvity to their maſters, and the br-ach of the privileges of their conſt - 
tuents Their other Reſoluti u in conſequence fell into cont tempt, & tat upon difco- 


Wee very of the authors, printers, or publiſhers of any ſuch written'or printed Hewffn. 


« per, the Heuſe will proceed againft the offenders with the utinoſt ſeverity.” &. 
veral honeſt printers, in defiance of their illegal orders, gave the public all th: 
particulars. of their proceedings during the laſt Seffign, proceetlifirs which the 


Fouls prudently endeavoured ts hide in a darkneſs futed to Their Teeds 


The moſt natural effect followed, a general abhorrence of therm thirödgh the 
naticn. The ſame perſons, who aſſerted our right the laſt inter, Hive truth 
the preſent ſeilion continued the exerciſe of it in itz fulleſt extent. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Report of the © Committee to examine into The "fevers! facts 4h 


« Flat allah relative to the late obſtructions to the execittlont of the orden 
« of the Houſe, and to conſider what further proceedings may be rEquiſits toenfarce 
ia due obedience thereto,” was, in expreſs terms, that /be Houſe Dull order, tha 
the ſail J. M1LLER be taken 2270 5 A the Serjeant at An attendgag the Ho, the 


ſad Mit LN is till at large, ſtill continues the ſeyefeſt attack upon Auch vf Faith. 


fully publiſhing their proceedings, Kill braves their indignation, and —fleeps fecurejn 


the city. Among the number of daily offenders of this kind, the cbrrupt majority 
jn the Houſs of Commons have not preſumed to commit a ſingle printer, althonyh 


* N ' i — . 
* That their practice might be every way conformable to their principles, the 
Houſe progeeded to adviſe the Crown to publiſh a Pr. ciamri m univerſally acknow - 
ledged to be illegal. Mr. Moreton [Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, and Attorney-General 
to the Queen] pub! ickly proteſted againſt it before it was iſſued ; arid Lord Mani 
tield, though not ſcrupulous to an extreme, ſpeaks of it with horror. It is remark- 
able enough that the very men, who adviſed the Proclamation, ard who' hear it ite 
raigned every day both within doors and without, are fot daring enough to utter ont 


| word in its defence; nor have they ventured to take the leaſt notice of Mr. Wikn 
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for the apptebending of rwo-perſons, nat felons, bur 
honeſt laborious Primera, Wheble and Thomſon, in 


112 1771. 
by the late bye Neri. Bill ey have invaded the primary iakereat rights 7; and 


man nature, and the divine inſticutions, in the perſons of the deſcendants of the lats 


moſt exeeliont- King, and, regardleſs of the cries of the ftarving ' poor, employed 
themſelves this whole Sefſion only to enſlave the fami of a Prince, whoſe memory 
becomes every day more dear and ſacred to all true Engliſhmen, The people are now 
mode the judges of the. conduct of their repreſentatives ; and the full exertion &f the 
liberty of the preſ+, that great bulwark of all our liberties, in ſupport of the conftitd- 
tion, with the other acquifitions for the public, will reader this =ra'ever Meiner 
in our annals. Theſe triumplis over the miniſterial faction we hold more important, 
2t this period, becauſe they have been gained, hen the Chlef Magiſtrate of the ca- 
pia (ian Nah, Ei had betrayed the rights bs was chaten 10 defend, 2nd 
trampled upon the known privileges of all thi eledtors of thiF great city, Which h 

upright predeceſor C Bren Croſty,. Z/q;] vindicated with true ſpprtk and 

&, &d.":....- 

Mr. Wilts in the Eff Patiaent of this rette had tha hose Gf being Gdst. 
be taken into cuſtody by the Grnrleman Uſher bf the Black Red attending the Howe of | 
Lords = whon their I orgfhips knew be was at Paris, In his letter, dajed OR 22, 1764, 
from Paris, tothe Electors of AyleMBury, whom be formerly repreſented, the ground 
of the complaint againſt him to the 7.ords is ſtated. The complaint originated from 
Lord Sandwich. By an unnaturdl Alliance derer, Charch and State, betwoen that 
Lay Lord, and the Right Reverend Father in God, Dr. William Warburton, Biſhop of 
Glouceſter, a complaint of privilege had been made to the Howſe of Ledi, that the 

name of Mur burton had been put to ſome notes au the De on nu, which the 
Biſhop diſclaimed, I believe with truth, certainly with great warmth. The pigps 
Earl and week Biſhop belped each other to put on Meir piri na arm, and jainad 
their forces in this body par, which they carried on with roligiaw cage andy 
orgetty, {a the letter from Paris it is ſaid, . Afecr the affair of the North Brig, the 
„government bribed one of my ſervants to Real a pant of the Eſay en M me, and 
© the other pieces, out af my houfe. Not quite a fourth part of the valume halbegn 
4 printed at my own private preſs. The work had been diſcontinued fur Magy 
months, before I had the leaſt knowdedge of the theſt. Of that fourth part only 
twelve capies were worked off, and I never gave one of choſe capias to any friend, 
An this infamous manner did government ge: poſſeſſton of this new ſubject of accu - 
« ſation, and, except inthe-oa(e of Ager n Sydney, of this new ſpecies of crime; for;a 
« Stuart only could make the refinement is tyranay of ranſacking and robbing the r 
ceſſes of dofets and ſtudies, in order to convert private om e mn into tate crimes. 
« After the ſervant had been -brided to commit the theft in his anaſtar's houſe, the 
< moft abandoned than of the unge [be Earl of Sandwich], who in this vir tau reign 
© had riſen to be Secretary of State, was bribed to make a complaint to the Houſe of 
„„ which no man there had ever ſeen, 
was read hefore that g. eat aſſembly of grave Lords and pions pralates, excellent 
eref wit and prevey, and ordered: to he an the table, for the clarks of the Houſe 
« ty 
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2771 Yet have heard this-day, and frequently of 
. that very Houſe of Commons, notwithſtanding 


this 


3 and to ubliſb through the nation. The whole of this proceeding was, [ 
un own, a public infult on order and decency ; but was cotnmitted. by the Heuſe of 
En not by the accuſed Momber of the Houſe of 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords, Nov. 155 n vol. XXX. p- 416. 

- Complaint was made to the Houſe of a printed Paper, intituled 4 Eſſay on Mona, 

with 1 to which the name of the Right Reverend Dr. Warburton, Lord 

Biſhop of Glouceſter, a Member of this Houſe, i is affixed, in breath of the Pri 

vilege of this Houſe, xc. i 

And ſome paſſages in the ſaid printed papers being read,” . 

It was reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal R 
that a printed paper, intituled, 4s Eſſay en Womam,” with the notet, Ac. high 
EO en YR of this Houſe, is « manifeſt breach of the pen 
Kc. &c. 

| Journals dhe Houſe of Lords, Ian. 23, 1764, vol. XXX. p. 456. 

The Lord Mansfield, Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, fat Speaker. 

. Ordered, That Fobn Wilkes, Eſquire, of Great George Street, Weſtminſter, 
[hon to be then in Paris] do attend this Houſe to- morrom [in Weſtminſter ]. f 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 24, 1764, vol. XXX. p. 4. 
The Lord Manfield ſat Speaker. 

: The Yeoman Uſher, being called upon to give an account of the ſervice of the 
Order of this Houſe for the attendance of Mr. Wilkes, acquainted the Houſe, that 
„he went, with their Lordſhips ſaid order, yeſterday evening to Mer. Mila 
e houſe in Great George Street, Weſtminſter ; and that Mr. Wilkes's ſervant told 
© hit, he believed his Maſter was in France, for that he ſaw a letter from him a 
4 Tueſday” laſt from Paris ; that he could not tell the date ofit ; but as he was told 
'& jt was fix days in coming, he ſuppoſes it was dated about the x 1th of this month. 

'  Riſolutd, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament affernbled, That 
it appearing to this Houſe, that Fob» Wilkes, Eſquire, of George Street, Weſt- 
- minſter; is the Author and PUBLISHER of the © Fay on Woman,” with notes, kt. 
he be; for n laid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the DENY 
" Black Rod. 

©. Accordingly, Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 4 
ſemdled, that the Gentleman Uſher of rhe Black Rod, attending this Houſe, d 
rFoRTHw1TH [at Paris] attach the body of the ſaid Fobn Wilkes, and bring bim 
in ſafe cuſtody to the Bar of this Houſe, to anſwer * And thi 
* ſhall be'ycur ſufficient warrant in that behalf, 

To Sir Septimus Robinſon, Knight, Gentleman Uſter of the Black Red atendin 
this Houſe, his Deputy or Deputies, and every of them. 

Dominus M-nsfreld, Capitalis Juſticiarius Banci Regii, declaravit preſens Par- 
liamentum continuandum eſſe uſque ad et in diem Mercuri, viceſunum quintum 
diem inſtantis Januariii, hora undecima Aurotz, Dominis fic decernentibus. 

This unconſtitutional power of the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod, an iron 70%, 
"by Hel the Lordi have frequently and ſorely chaſtiſed the nation, was deſtrqoi 
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this and many other violations of freedom, ſpoken 
of here with great applauſe. Gentlemen, Sir, look 
much diſpleaſed. There is not, however, Sir, I am 
ſatisfied, one Gentleman of the law, who will now ger 


up in his place, and juſtify the illegal Proclamation, 
which was proteſted againſt in this Houſe by ſome of 


the ableſt Lawyers among us before it iſſued, and has 
ſince been univerſally- condemned. It was by me ſet 


aſide judicially, and a man . under that 
Nya Warren aan crate #, 


I obſerve 


i. File 7179 n 
Jager a dh — Ann gs Its broke, nd ics 
unto a reed. - 

| The Lonks;; Spiritual and Temporal, reſolving, 6n the. mation; of Lurk; Sapd> 
wick, that Mr. Wilkes had publiſbed a poem, which be conceaaled- from. every 
friend, and they gave to the world, demonſtrated a tolerable ſhare both of folly 
and falſehood in their Lordſhips. It was properly indeed moved by the father of 
Al fraud and treachery ; tut mankind deemed it in their Lordſhips a-retalation 
without the leaſt colour of jnſtice, very unbecoming the Supreme Court of ju- 
dicature in the kingdom, very becoming the Old Bailey. I ſhall conclude this'dif- 
graceful buſineſs with Fm pm te ers £22 5, 
Bench, April 20, 1768. 7 

D ene eee ee 
given juſt offence, I will aſſert that ſuch an idea never entered my mind. I bluſh 
again at the recollection that it has been at any time, and in any way, brought to 
the public eye, and drawn from the obſcurity in which it remained under my 
Yoof. Twelve. copies of a ſmall part of it had been printed at my houſe at 
my own private preſs. I had carefully locked thera up, and I never gave one to 
my moſt intimate friend. Government, after the affair of the Nor:b Briton, bribed 
one of my ſervants to rob me of the copy, which was produced in the Houſe of 
Peers, and afterwards before this honourable Court. The nation was juſtly of- 
fended, but not with me, for it was evident that I had not been guilty bf the leaſt 
offence to the public. I pray God to forgive, as I de, the Fury, who have found me 
GUILTY OF PUBLISHING @ Poem I concealed with care, and which is not even yet 


' PUBLISHED, if a preciſe meaning can be affixed to any word in our language.” 


The deepeſt guilt was Lord Mansfiel@'s, for the Jury were partly inſnared by 
the ſubtleties and pretended legal diftin&tiogs, partly cajoled by the nods, winks, 
and ſmiles, of that arcb enemy of freedom, the artful Scottiſh Chief Juſtice, who 
hurried on, and tried this cauſe, while Mr. Wilkes was — i in his bed 
a Paris from the conſequences of an affair of honour. 

The attack of the late Houſe of Commons on the poor Prizters, who were pro- 
tefted by Mr. Wikkes and two other magiſtrates, is of ſs remarkable a nature, and 


has 
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| I obſerve, Sir, on all occafions, a Tenderneſs * for 
the: nega of that. Parliament, which is in ng 
| — 


| bas deen attetded with ſuch happy conſoggences to the public, that it ought to be 
given at large. Since the beginning of that conteſt to the preſent time, the peep 
| have regularly been inſoriped of the proceedings of 1brir ſerugnts in the Houſe q 
Commons, in the making. of las to bind them. Almoſt every nezyſpaper a 
| during the Seſſion of Parliament given us in a formal manner the Minutes and De. 
bates of both Houſes, under their reſpective heads, Houſe of Verdi, and Houſe of ; 
Commer. This is an acquiſition of no ſmall importance to the public in a ſize, 
Where the people have ſo conſiderable a ſhare in the government. It was a vidtory 
| obtained in the cauſe of liberty, not indeed fo glorious. as that of Minden, vor ſo ims C 
| pang: 22 that of Culloden, but meriting civic. crowns to three magiſtrates. The p 
following man of the Rouſe of Comamens, homerar, fl euinum es tab A 
„„ | - Journals of April 33, 1733, vel XXIII. p- 14h, 
Reſolved, «« That it is an | high indignity to, and a notorious breach of the 
«4 privilege of, this Houfs, or any News:writer, in letters, or other papers (x 
VG Mus, or under any other degamination), or for any printer or publiſher of 
. any printed News-paper, of any denomination, to preſume to inſert in the ſaid 
n letters or papers, ar te give therein, any account of the debates, or other pro- - 
, ceedings of this Houſe, or an Committee thereof, as well during the receſs, a 
# the fatiag of Parliament ; am tha this Spe will propped with the yawed 6 
4 yerity againſt ſuch offenders... 
. Snquiftios even at Gre ever exdeaxouy jothrow 2 mare Sygiu 
gloom over their horrid proceedings than the repreſentatiygs of 3 ſec people 
; hn nn. 


— * 
* | This i bappily Scud for in Sele iggomparable lives of ths © Epiſtle to 
D Shobbegre” \ed Wb loſt , n 
__ Eommays z ; : 
_ Thaics bes r 
Since, fall of ears and praiſe, aby scher died. 
= 7 Twas ahsn I fow ches, with exulting eve, 
| e, hank abs if; - 
| | Mx d all the graces gf thy loyal cxeſt, 
| Sweet with the perfume gf its ggcent deſt. 
Rare chick | bow awpriby gf all aur; gar * 
How ſoft, how gebg-like, it qhirp'd 4 
Proceed, . C d, thy full-fedg'd plumes unfold, 
Each true-hlue feather ſhall be tipt vith gold. 
| Ordain d thy ace gf future ame to run, 
| To do, whate'er thy nher left yndone- 
| | Jn all ber ſmooth, obſegnious paths proceed, | Z 
| $03 knows popr apgohion Maar... Bag „ „„ 
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"Feſpedt Tnelitel. If, however, they had been gullty 
of no other a againſt the freedom of the ſub- 
ject, 


ple over the aff corrupt Houſe of Commons ſhall be given from their ownifonr- 
we, The ches of a Brave of Printers, by the "bviundr of Lord North, and e 
qrey-boinds of the King,” as his Majeſty's meſfengers fire catted, with/allthe du 
"Llings and turnings, will perhaßs be amufing . Lord North's att bf bende be 
acknowledged to be the moſt ſtaunch, and the beft-fed in Europe, 28 wells 
m0 have the moſt expert" whipper-in. | | 
Journal of Feb. 8, 1771, —— XXXIII. p. 130. ; | 
Complaint being made to the "Houſe, of the printed News- paper, intituled, 
"« The G azititer hind © New Daly Atbeitiler, Friilny F 8, 1771, Printed for 
"« R. Thompſun ;” and alſo of the printed News- paper, intituled, © Fe" Ag 
"« 7. urnal, or Chroaicle"o f Liberty, from Tuejday,' Fibrury 57 1 Thurfuby, Pebiitory 
417715 printed for 7 le; as miſrepreſenting the ſpeeches, and reflecting 
en ſeveral of the members of this Houſe, in cotitempt of the ortler, and iu breach 
ef the privilege, of this Houſe 3 
' Ordered, That the aid” « 7% onion Uo" arent this Houſe upon Monday worniag 
next, 


ordered, "Ita tte fd Y. Masi do aend this Houſe upon Nonday mörting 


dext. 
* Journals, Feb. 11, 1771, vol. XXXIII. p. 1545 
Ordered, that che ſad R. W and . bebe do attend this Houſe upon, . 
Mond morning next. 7 \ 
. Journals, Feb. 14, 177t, vol. XXXIII. 1 
ordered, That the ſaid R. og and . Whol do uttend this Houſe upon. 
"Tuzflay morning next. 
Journals, Feb: en vol. XXXUL-p.183-and 184. 
The order of the day being TEad; for the attenduiice ot R. T hampſur and F Hebe; 
Tau ws end R. Thin wand 7: 1/2thle not attending g the meſſenger to whom the 
orders of the gth day ot this ſtant February were delivered, being called upon. to 
© give an nccdunt of the ſervice thereof, acquainted the Houſe, That ho had ſerved 
the orders of the ſaid 8th day of February, ſor the attendunce df the fhid-R; Themp- 
e And , hebt, upp "Monday the r1th- day of this inſtant February 3 but thar 
de Has not ſerded thent witty * further order for their -attendance, on vun, 
Ker Ke. . 
riefed, That R — as tend this Hodſe-apon' Thurſday n 
Ordered, Thar 7.” Wheble do witend this Houſe upon Thurſday morning - went. 
| Jotirnals, Feb. 21, 1771, vob XXXIIIE prirgge. + 
"OCT eee een 
J. delle; 1 
And tue fat K. 755g bnd 7 1d nan 4tendings"avording to order; 
the meſſenger,” t o whom the” faid orders / were delivered, being calley- upon 
to give an account of the ſervice thereof; veqaainteT the: Houſe, That he went 
* che onſe of the ſaid K. Toump/on og Tueſday Evening laſt; and being informed 


by 
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ject, hs. alone reſpecting the Middleſex Elections, 


by which the conſtitution is overturned, Was ſufficien 
for 


by his ſervant; that he was not at home, he left a copy of the order for the 2. 


tendance of the ſaid R. Thompſon, with the ſaid ſervant, and deſired him to give 


the ſame to his maſter when he came home ; that he, the ſaid meſſenger, wett 
again on Wedneſday morning to the houſe of the ſaid R. Thompſos, and was again 
informed, that he was not at home. 

The meſſenger alſo acquainted the Houſe, That he went on Tueſday evening 


laſt to the houſe of the ſaid F. Wb+ble ; that he was told he was not at home, but 
Was expected every minute; that he waited at the houſe of. the ſaid 7. Whebh 


ſome time, but he not returning, he, the meſſenger, left a copy of the order fv 
the attendance of the ſaid J. Mbeble at his Houſe, and deſired it might be given 
him on his return; and that on calliag again on Wedneſday morning at the houſe 
of the ſaid J. I bebe, he was again informed that he was not at home, 
Ordered, That R. Thompſon do attend this Houſe upon Tueſday morning next. 
Ordered, That the ſervice of the ſaid Order, by leaving a copy of the ſame 


 the-ufual place of abode of the ſaid R. Thompſon, be deemed equal to perſonal fer«, 


vice, and be good ſervice. 
Ordered, That the ſervice of the ſaid Order, by leaving a copy of the ſame x 


the uſual place of abode of the ſaid J. Wheble be deemed equal vo perſonal ferrigh 


0650 yep0 rvues 
Journals, Feb. 26, 1771, vol. XxxxII. p. 208. 4 

Tde ſever: onders of the day, far the attendance of 8, Thengfhs' and FuRIOh 
'being read ; | 

And the ſaid R. Thompfen and J. Meble not attending, accoriing to ardar the 
meſſenger, to whom the ſaid orders were delivered, being called upon, to give 
an account of the fervice thereof, acquainted the Houſe, that he went to the houſe 
of the ſaid J. Meble, in Pater-noſter Row, on Thurſday evening laſt ; aod being 
informed by His ſervant that he was not at home, he ſhewed the ſaid ſervant the 
original order for the attendance of the ſaid J. beble, and left-a copy thereof with 
the ſaid ſervant, and defired him to give the ſame, n 
nome; which the ſaid ſervant promiſed to do. Tk 

Tue ſaid meffenger fo endiuteanicns Hunts, thaw ke. went eee 
{aid R. Thompſon in Newgate Street, on Thurſday evening laſt ; that he was toll 
he was not at home; and that then he ſhewed the original order for the attendance 
of the ſaid R. Thompſon to, and left a copy thereof with, his ſervant, and deſired 
him to give the ſame to his Maſter, which he likewiſe promiſed to do. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Joby Wheble be, for his contempt, in in not obeying the 
order of this Houſe, for his attendance on the Houſe this day, taken into cuſtody of 


| the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, attending this Houſe. 


Ordered, That the ſaid R. F 
order of this Houſe, for his attendance on the Houſe this day, taken into the cu. 


 kody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, attending this Houſe, ; 
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for their full diſgrace in the annals of our countryg 
The preſent _ queſtion has been fully debated twice in 
Y this 


. — — ally n A "4 


The Deputy Serjeant ut Arms attending this Houſe, being called upon to give a1 
account of the ſervice of the orders of the Houſe of Tueſday laft, for taking into-cufs' 
tody J. Wheble and R. Thompſon acquainted the Houſe, that, though he had been fes 
veral times at the reſpective houſes of the ſaid J. ¶ bebl: and R. Thompſon, and had 
made diligent ſearch after . rs MO Eee 
been able to moet with eithey of them. * N 


Reſolved, That a bomble addreſs be renne to. His Majelty, rw em 
graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue His Royal Precamation, for apprehending the * be 


ble and R, 7 bompſen, with a promiſe of a reward for the ſame. | 
Journals, March 5, z971, vol. XXXIII, p. 234. W 
Mr. d, reported to the Houſe, That their Addreſs of Monday laſt (chit His 


Majeſty would be graciouſly-pleaſed to iſſue His Royal Prociamation, for apprehend- 


ing J. Mb bie and R. Thompſon, with a promiſe of reward for the fame) had been 
"raſbatod to His Majeſty 3 —— e 
this Houſe, that he will give directions accordingly. 
fl, Majll'sProcman, led n raue of the dn gase u 
= the, K I N G. in 1.2865 


* 


APROCLAMATIO F 


| „ Jobs With and R. Theſe. ben 
CEORGE R. ee he 


| „FE 
ef Commons of the printed news- paper, entitled, The Gazetteer and New Daily 
Advertiſer, Friday, February 8, 1771, printed for R. Tbampſen; and alſo of the 
printed news- paper, entitled, The Middleſex Journal, or Chronicle of Liberty, from 
Tueſday February 7, 1771, printed for J. Mbebie, as miſrepreſenting the Speeches, 
awd reflecting on ſeveral of the members of the ſaid Houſe, in contempt. of the order, 
and in breach of the privilege, of the ſaid Houſe; it was ordered, that the ſaid 
J. Wheble and R. Toomp/on ſhould attend the ſaid Houſe of Commons; and they not 


having obeyed the ſaid order, it was thereupon ordered, by the faid Houſe of Com- 


mons, that the ſaid J. Mbebie and R Thompſon ſhould be taken into the cuſtody of the 


Serjeant at Arms attending the ſaid Houſe, or his Deputy. And whereas the ſaid 


Deputy Serjeant having informed the Honſe, that he had not been abte to mett with 
the ſaid I. M babe and &. Thimpſos, or either of them, though he had been ſeveral 
times at their reſpective houſes, and had made diligent ſearch after them, to take 
them into cuſtody, an bumbie adarejs bath been prejented to ur by tht Knights, Citrate, 
and Burgeſſes, and the Commiſſioners for Sbires and Burgbi, n Phrliawert nb, Bir 


* 38:/d be greiouſly pleaſed to iſnt eur Royal Proclamation, 15 apprebending the ſaid 


Je 


\ 
ne ne EEE 


( we 
mis Pallene, many tunes in the laſt Houſe of Com- 


WWW f 


could 


Jabs Wheble and R. Wenn, — PNAETIEY we have 
thought st, by and with abs advice of r Paivy Council, to iſſus ibis our Royal Pro- 
auesmion, hereby requiring and c ai our doving iy od : awborſ-ouer to diſce ui 
a en or caute the ſaid Neha & babe and K. Thenpfan, oreimher of them, 10 
De diſcovered and apprchended, and to carry him or chen before ſome of our qu. 
TLioes of the Peace, ar Chief Magiſtrate, of the county, own, or place, where he or 
they ſhall be apprebended, who are reſpectively zequized . to ſecure the ſaid aba 
battle and R.'Thonpfor, pad thereof give ſasely utter to anr of car Principal Sacrata irs 
| of Score, toche end he ur they may be forthcoming, to be dealt withai and proceeded 
againſt according to law. And. for the preven'ion of an eſcape of the ſaid Jobn Wheble 
- and R. Thompſon, or eitber af them, inte parts beyond the Jens, we do require and com- 
nan all cuir does of the cuſtoms, and other our afficers and fubjeRs of and in 
K&ritain, that they, and every. o, them, in their reſpective places and ations, be «are» 
al agd diligent in the examination of all perſons that l paſs,or enfjeaw ur to paje beyrrd 
| the ſeas; and if they ſhall diſcover the ſaid Fob» M hade and R. Thempſen, or ei her of 
hem, then to cauſe him orthem40o be apprehended and ſecured, and give no: ice 
thereof as aforeſaid. And we do hereby ſtrictiy charge and command all our loving 
ſubjects, as they will anſwer the contrary at their perils, that they do not any ways 
| congeal, but do diſcover him or them, the faid Jaba M beble and R. Thompſon, to the 
end he or they may be ſecured. Ang for the egcouragemept of all perſons to be di- 
ent and careful in endeavouring to diſcover and apprehend the ſaid J. bi Wheble 
and R. Thompſon, we do thereby further dedlare, that whoſoever ſhall diſcover and 
apprehend the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thomplon, or either gf them, - wichin three 
. weeks from the date hereof, and ſhall bring him or them, the ſaid Fob» Wheble and 
R.-Thompſon, defore.ſome juſtice of the peace or chief magiſtrate as aforeſaid, ſhall 
Have 20 receive, & 4 e for the oiſco e, apprebending, and bringing the ſaid 
Fobn'Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either of them, before ſub juice of the peace or chief 
magiſtrate as aforeſaid, the ſam of Fi Pounds for carb : which our Commiſfionom 
of our Treaſury are hereby required and directed to pay accordingly. | 
Given at our Court at &. James's, the eighth day of March, 1771, eg 
inn | 


_— — eee by Mr. * 
I adminiſtration bad wiſhed. to have tried the Jegality of the King's Prodigmation 
 #hey had the fulleſt evidence againſt Mr. Wilkes wodgr his hond, for he wrote be 
Jane dey an account of his copdytt on that occaſion to L Halifax, one of His: Me- 
Joſty's principal Secretaries of State. This was certainly the ſpeedy.qot/cerequiredip” 
de given to a Secretary of State by the Proclayrajion. Mr. Wilkes togk this opper- 
any emis EOS Win the Earl 2 
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| eld be Poisel, from times. the moſt. farourable 
| 15 well as the moſt hoſtile, to liberty, from the re- 


| markable 


& n | Guia bee ar 195 177. 
„ 

i en Si this Su. Siteing Janice at Guilahail. Jobe 
deble the Publiſher of the Middlefex Journal, a freeman of Lohdon, Was appres | 
hended-ahd brought Before me by Edward Twine Carpenter, who appears to be 
neither # Conftablez nor Peace: Officer of this Gity. I demanded of whiat, crime 
Wheble was accuſed, and if carli had bert miads of his havirg committed any felony | 
or breacty of the peace; of if ke lay under a fuſpiclott ſtrong enough to juſtify his ap- 
prehenſion or detention. Carpenter anſwered, that he did not accuſe Wheble of 
auy crime, but had apprehended Him rtierely in conſ#quence of His Majeſty's Proelas 
mation, for which he claimed the reward of gol. © As I found there was no legat® 
cauſe of complaint againſt Mahlen L thought it clearly ny duty to athullge; that he 
had been apprehended in the City ;/kegally, in direct violation of tlie rights. of at 
Engliſhman, and of the chartered privileges of a citizen of this mietropolis;and to 4% 
charge him. He then made a formal-complaint of the aſſault upon him by Carpen- 
ter. I therefore. bound him over to proſecute in a recogniaance of 40l. and Car- 
penter to appear and anſwer the complaint at the next Quarter Seſſions of the Peaco 
ſor. this s City in a recognizance of qo himſelf, with two ſuretias in recognizance” | 
bf 20l. each. I arti, My Lord, 4 $77 

| Your Lordſhip's moft obedienty | 


Right Hoturable be Humble See, f 
5 — e Ort 

| Kat bun cho Oulan Rota han. „il do 135 

ene — 034996, 


Toby Ille be Publiſher the bidde Journal, was this day brought before 
Mr, Alderman Wilkes at Guildhall, by Edward Twine Carpenter, # Primer being ap- 
prehiended by him in conſequence of a Proclamation in the London Gazette of Satur- 
day ti t of March” inftant ; but the ſaid Edward Twige Carpenter not-having 
any ofhifr reafon for appreheriding the ſaid Mr. beble than what appeared in that 
Proclamation, the ſaid Mr. Wheble was diſcharged; and then the ſaid Mr. Wheble 
charged Carpenter for affaviting/and wilawfully impriſoning him; and on his making 
un of-the;offence, and entering into a recognizatice to profecute Carpenter at tHe 
text Seffion in London, Carpenter was ordered to find ſureties to anſwer for this 
oftence, which he did, himſelf being bound in 40l. and his two ſureties in 201, each, . 
and was thereupon diſcharged. Carpenter e a 95 C Fg of his having ; 
Wen e was given him. | 


A * Guiltiatt, "gw 1 ö, 1774. 
Tus is ag that Jobs de naher of the Middleſex Journal was 
this day afiprehended and brought before me, one of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the City of Lendonz by Edward Tine Carpenter, of Hofier-Lane, Lone 
 dony-Printer. JOHN WILKES, Alderman. 
M On 


- 
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markable caſe of Wollaſton in the rei gn of King Wil- 
19 to that no 158 ee of Wal pole „in the lat- 


* * 


ter 


on the application of Carpenter to the Treaſury for the reward of gol. promiſed in 


the King's Proclamation, and-producing the above certificate, he was diſmiſſed with 


inſolence, and chat, with many other royal debts, is ſtill unpaid. R. Thompſon, the 
ether perſon deſcribed in His Majeſty's Proclamation, was afterwards apprehended, 
and carried before Mr. Alderman Oliver, who diſcharged him. ; 


Tune circuinſtances of the whole buſineſs of Midler, and the: commitment of Mr. Wik 
liam Whitham, one of the meſſengers attending the Houſe of Commons, are given 
in the * Report from the Committee appointed to examine into the ſeveral facts 
and circumſtances relative to the late obſtructions to the execution of the orders 
& of this Houſe,” publiſhed by order of the Houſe of Commons. I ſhall however 
add ſome other particulars not given at large in the Journals. 


+ Copy of the Warrant for apprebending J. Miller, the Printer of the London Evening Poſh 
: WHEREAS the Houſe of Commons did, on Thurſday the rqth of this inſtant 


March, adjudge and order, that J. Miller (for whom the news-paper intituled The 


London Evening Poſt, from Thurſday March 7, to Saturday March 9, 1771, pur- 
ports to be printed, and of which paper a complaint was made in the Houſe of 
* Commons on the ſaid fourteenth day of March) be, for his contempt ir not obeying 
the order of the faid Houſe upon Thurſday the ' fonrteenth day of this inſtant 


CIR ETA SC OAT eee ere 
faid Houſe. 


Theſe are therefore to require you forthwith to take into your cuſtody the body of 
be ſaid j. Miller, and him ſafely keep during the pleaſure of the ſaid Houſe and all 
Mayors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, Under Sheriffs, Conſtables, and Headboroughs, and 
every other perſon are hereby required ti be aiding and affiſting to you or your 
Deputy in the execution thereof. For which this ſhall be your ſufficient war- 
rant. Given . gomada a myso rms ſeven 
- hundred and ſeventy-one. FL. NORTON, Speaker, 


To Nicholas Bonſoy, Eſq; Serjeant at Arrns, attending the Houſe of Commons, 
or John Clementſon, Eſq; his-Deputy, or to William Whitham, one of the” 
meſſengers attending the Houſe of Commons. 


To all and every the Conſtables and other Officers of the Peace for the City of Lon- 


don, and the Liberties thereof, whom theſe may concern, e 17 
Wood- Street Compter. 


* 


London to wit, 


Theſe are in his Majeſty's name, id da and every of you, forthwith 
ſafely to convey and deliver into the cuſtody of the ſaid Keeper, the body of Wil- 
ham Whitham, deing charged before us, three of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
in and for the ſaid City and Liberties, by the oath of John Miller, Henry Page, John 
Topyiag, an and Robert Page, for aſſaulting 21d unlawfully impriſoning him the ſaid 


Jau 


. 
ter end of Queen Anne. An Archangel deſcending 


among 1 us would ſcarcely give a new, original idea on 
| this . 


John Miller, in breach of his ſaid Majeſty's peace ; whom you, the ſaid Keeper, are 
hereby required to receive, and him in your cuſtody ſafely keep, for want of ſureties, 
re ne ak gat he and for your ſo doing this ſhall be 
to you, and to each of you, a ſufficient warrant. , Oiven under cor heads and ſeals 
this 15th day of March, 1771. 1 | 4 
BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, L. 8. 
JOHN WILKES, L. - | 
RICHARD OLIVER, 1. 4. nN 


Journals, March 20, 1751, vol. xxxIII. P. 276. 

The Order of the day being read, for the attendance of Morgan, Clerk to the 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, with the Minutes, taken before the Lord 
Mayor, relative to the meſſenger of this Houſe giving ſecurity for his appearance at 
the next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the City of London to anſwer to 
ſuch inditments as may be preferred againſt him, a 
impriſonment of J. Miller. 

And james Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor, attending ——— de was 
called in; and the Book, containing the ſaid Minutes, being produced by the ſaid 
Janes Morgan, was brought up to the Table ; and the Entry of the ſaid Minutes 
therein contained, was read; ; "oi 

Ordered, That-James Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor, do at the Tadle expunge 
the ſaid Entry. 

And the ſaid James W eee vs Swain Cds comet 

Junius obſerves, By mere violence, and with-ut the ſhadow of right, they bave Ex- 
 PUNGED the record of a judicial proceeding. Nothing remained but to attribute to their 
own Vote a power of flopping the whole diflributiin of criminai and civil juſtice. Ld 
N „ 25 
Junius, vol II. p. 160, 

Journals, March 20, 177 t, will XXXIII, p. 276. 

Ordered, © That no other proſecution, ſuit, or proceeding, be commenced, or 
oarried on, 0 0t OE CO III II fr gn 
ment.“ 

Notwithſtanding this Order, Ar. Wilkes on the $th'vf April 1751 delivered in at 
the Court of Quarter Seſſions of the Peace at Guildhall the two following Recopni- 
$nces, together with thoſe of John 25e e TI TAR He and another 
2 
London to wit, 


Jobs Miller, . 13 London, Printer, 201, | 
Upon condition, that if the above bounden Jobe Milky ſhall perſonally appear at 
the next Seſſions f the Peace to be hol qen for the City of London, and then and there 
OT) law with effect, and give evidence on dis Majeſty's behalf, upqu a dul 
"14 M 2 . of 
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this ſubjeR; | I all therefore reſerve myſelf, Sit, 
for * reply, if I hear any material objeftions.to the 


R's motion 


of indictment to be exhibited fo the Grand | Jars, againſt Hillian Whitham, for aſe 

faulting and” falſely impriſpning him, the Caid bn | Miller, im breath of of his ſad 

Myjeſty” $ Peace: and in cafe the fame ali be foynd and returned by the ſaic 

Jury to be à true Bill; then if the fad Joby "Miller ſhall perſonally ap ppear before 

de Jurors that ſhall paſs on the trial of the ſaid William 'Whithan, to be holden, 

for the ſaid city at the Guildhall of the ſame. city, then, and there to proſecute and 
give evidence upon the ſaid inditment, and not depart the Court without leave, 

Then this Recogniz ance to be void, or elle t to remain in full force. 

Acknowledged at the Manſiou Houſe, London, the 1 5th day of March 1777, 
defore us | 4 
l BRASS. CROSBY, Mayor, 
- JOHN: WILKES, — 
e RICHARD QUIVER: 

LG | by dias doh hog: 
Wilkam Whichamy of College-Street in the city — Genen, 40k, 
William Hurford, of the City of London, Coal Merchant, e,, 

Robert Withy, of Iſlington in che County of Middleſex, Gentleman, 20 1. 
Upon condition, that if the above bounden Milliam lubitbam do perſonally: appear ' 
at the next Seſſions of the Peace to de hoden for the City of London, then and 


there to anſwer ſuch matters and things as ſhall be objected againſt him on His Ma- / 


jefty*s behalf, and ia partitular for aſſaulting and falſely impriſoning Fobn Miller, 


and in the mean time to keep the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, and to be 
of goed behavieur, and not - depart the Court without licexice ; that then this Recog- 
nizance to be eee ee ee 


and virtue. ** 
Taken, and. acknowledged at the Mangan Howie, ; Londen this * Day og 
March, 1771, before uus 4 © 
BRA CROSBY, Mayer 
JOHN- WILKES, .' oe Aw 


- +. AICHARD: GER. 8 
The Grand Ay at Guildhall formd the Bills of imer agsialt- ler 
MW bitbam and Edward Twine Carpenter, 


All the proceedings were aſterwards moved by Certiorari into the King's Bencts 


The ſcene of che Honſe of Commons e eee 


Attorney-Generab's, Thurlaw i, grant of the Noi Preſequi. | 

Mr. Wilkes recaived the following Order to attend the Houſe ef Company a: 
the 20th of March 1771. 
Houſe 7 n, "Merle * Marti, 177 1. 

(COPY). | 
WF tan hed aetnte eapitet information that one, of. the 
Meſſengers of this Houſe, after. he had arreſted J. Miller, by virtue of the warraus 
os abe Speaker, of che Houſe of ci, to anſwer for a contempt. of the ſaid. 


Houle 7 
1 


(6s 
motion which I ſhall have the honour of Tubmitring to 
the Houſe. I can foreſee only one objection, which I 


ſhall endeavour to obviate, and 1 hope the Houſe will 
think chat delicacy ought to yield to juſtice. 


Houſe, was carried by a conftatle upon a charge made againſt the ſaid Meſſenger 
by the ſaid J. Miller, for an affault and falſe impriſonment made upon the ſaid J. 
Miner in the ſaid arreſt, before Braſs Croſby, Eſq. Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, where Fobn Wilke, Eig. Alder mar and Richard Oliver, Eſq. were 
preſent ; ; when the Deputy Serjeaut at Arms, attending this Houſe, acquainted the 
dad Magiſtrates that the faid arreſt of the ſaid J. Miller was made by the ſaid Mef- 
ſenger uuder a warrant ſigned by the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons; which 
warrant was then produced and ſnewn to the ſaid Magiſtrates, and demanded of 
them that the ſaid Meſſenger ſhould be diſcharged, and the ſaid J. Miller delivered 
up to the cuſtody of the ſaid meſſenger ; and that the ſaid Lord Mayor, Fobn Wilkes, 
Eſq. and Richard Oliver, Eſq. after ſuch information and demand as aforeſaid, 
ſigned a warrart forthe commitment of the ſaid meſſenger to the Compter for 
the ſaid Tuppoſed affault and falſe impriſoriment of the faid J. Miller, and obliged 
the ſaid meſſenger to enter into a Recognizance for his appearance at the next 
quarter ſeſſions of the peace to be held for the city of London, to anſwer to ſuch 
indictinetits as ſhould then be ſound againſt him for the ſaid ſuppoſed aſſault and 
falſe impriſonment. 
Arn * 8 Ex do attend une Hoſe to-morrow morning. 
1. HarsELL, CL Dom. Com. 


Mae 8 * ; Lending Mich 205 3771. 
, 4 1 this morning, * an 3 attendance this day in the 
Houſe of Commons. I obſerve that no notice is taken of me in your order as a 
Member of the. Houſe, and that I am not required to attend in my place. Both 
| theſe circumftances, according to the ſettled form, ought-to have been mentioned 
in my cafe, and 1 hold them abſolutely indiſpenſable. In the name of the Freeho/ders 
. of Middleſex, I agoin demand my ſeat in Parliament, having the honour of being 
freely choſen, by a very great majority, one. of the repreſentatives for the ſaid 
county, - I am ready to take the oaths preſcribed by law, and to give in my qua- 
lification as Knight of the Shire. When I have been admitted to my ſeat, I will 
immediately give the Houſe the moſt exact detail, which will neceſſarily compre- 
hend a full juſtification, of my conduct relative to the late illegal proclamatij a, 
equally i injurious to the honour of the Crown, and the r:ghts of the ſubject, and 
likewiſe the whole buſineſs of the printers. I have acted entirely from a ſenſe of 
duty to this great City, whoſe franchiſes I am ſworn to maintain; and to my. 
country, whoſe noble conſtitution J reverence, . and whoſe liberties at the price of 
wy Good, to the laſt moment of my liſe; I will defend and ſupport. 

«I humble ſervant, JOHN WILKES,” 
| Re. Hen. Sir Fletcher Norton, a nh 1 | 


N of the Houſe of Cin N | ; 
M 3 | | Gen- 
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Gentlemen, I obſerve, have. ſcruples of reſcinding 


former, Reſolutions, not knowing, they ſay, where 
ſuch : a practice may ſtop. It is a ſcruple in my opi- 


nion very ill founded. The firſt great object is truth, 


and we ought to follow where that leads. It is a duty, 
Sir, which we owe in this caſe more particularly to 


the people ; but, alas! their happineſs, their ſecurity, 
their very lives are no longer the objects of conſidera- 
tion with our inhuman rulers, nor, as we have ex- 


perienced, even of attention with the majority in this 


Houle . If the laſt parliament have acted wrong, let 


us 


| Journals, March 20, 2791, vol. XXXIII. p. 2. 
ordered, That Jobs Pm Ry do * Houſe e ee 
ing next. | 
Ne March 25, 1771, 2 XXXII. p. 286. W 
Ordered, That Jobs Wilkes, Eſquire, do attend this Houſe _ this day fort 


night, ebe 8th day of April next. TS 


Journals, March 30, g771, vol. XXXIII. p. 297- 
And then the Houſe adjourned till Tueſday ſevennight, the gth day of April next. 
Junius ſays, © upon their own principles, they ſhould have committed Mr. 
n Wilkes, who had been guilty of a greater offence than even the Lord Mayor or 
« Alderman Oliver. But after repeatedly ordering him to attend, they at laſt a. 
« journed beyond the day appointed for his attendance, and by this mean, pitiful cvs- 
* fon, gave up the point, Such is the force of conſcious guilt,” 


Junius, vol. II. p. 163. 
* The laſt Seffion gave u moſt indecent proof of the truth of this obſervation, 


as to the conduct of the preſent Majority. The honourable Temple Luttrell, Mem- 


ber for Milbourn Port, ſtated in a moſt maſterly manner to the Houſe the illega- 
lity of the Preſs Warrants then in force againſt the ſubje&, and painted in all the 
colours. of horror and deſpair, the cruelties and murders of the Preſi-Gangs let 
loofe upon the people. He ſpoke with a perfect knowledge of the ſubject, with 
warmth and energy, but he ſpoke to an audience grown callous to all feelings 


for the public, to a ſet of men dead to every ſentiment of humanity and love of 


their country, alert only to ſeize its plunder. He convinced the judgement by the 
cleareſt proofs and ſtrongeſt arguments before he made an appeal to the paſſions. 
Among the variety of facts, by which he ſupported his motion, one only was 
ſufficient to unite all the hardened ſharers of the national ſpoil againſt the humane 
Bill, which he propoſed ori principles ſtrictly juſt and conſtitutional. The ſingle 
article of perquiſites, extorted from a deſerving part of the public, to the Board 
ef Admiralty, and their difiazerefcd fixſt Lord, for ati during an peil, 
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us PEN is thele errors. If they have eſtabliſhed a wicked 


precedent, we ought to- reverſe it. If we have our= 
ſelves committed 3 5 us 1 * the „ 


N 


was ſtated to amount to above 3 — would have 
been highly beneficial to the ſailor, by augmenting bis wages, limiting bis time - of 
ſervice, and providing for bis under the infirmities of age, and the ſubjefts of the 
ſtate would have enjoyed that ſecurity, to which they are entitled under every go- 
vernment; but the Board of Admiralty and Lord Sandwich would have loſt an- 
qually 14-0001, Mr. Temple Luttrell was ably ſapported by Governor Johnſtone, 
an officer of diſtinguiſhed merit in the Royal Navy, a wiſe and ſpirited Senator, 
as well aß a friend to the liberty of the ſubject. Sir George Savile, Sir Edward 
Aſtley, right honourable Thomas Townſhend, Sir George Yonge, and ſeveral 
other gentlemen ſpoke in favour of the mation; but. the mojority refuſed even to 
receive the Bill, and to give it a firff reading. The generous hopes of Mr. Luttrell 
to ſerve the cauſe of this free conſtitution and the Royal Navy were at that time. 
ulaſted by the peſtilential breath of corruption. The public, however, look up 
to his firm virtue, and the Engliſh ſailor hopes merited rewards and protection, 
from his future efforts at a favourable moment, when the people may have K io 
W og Wen 
f votes of March 17, 1777. 0 . 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, “ That leave be given to 
ring in a Bill, for the more eaſy and effectual Manning of the Royal Navy, in 
« times of war, and for giving encouragement to ſeamen and ſea-faring perſons ts 
enter voluntarily into His Majeſty's ſervice.” | 
| 1t paſſed in the negative. | | T 4-04 
The late Penfioner David Hume obſerves, © 'Tis a maxim in politics, which we 
readily admit as undiſputed and univerſal, That 4 porver, bowever great, when 
granted by law to an eminent magiſtrate, is not ſo dangerous to liberty, as an authority, 
bowever inconfiderable, which be acquires from wiolence aud uſurpation. The exerciſe 
of an illegal power is in the preſſing of ſeamen tacitly permitted in the crown ; and 
though it has frequently been under deliberation, how that power might be ren- 
dered legal, and granted under proper reſtrictions to the ſovereign, no ſafe ex- 
pedient could ever be propoſed far that purpoſe, and the danger to liberty always 
appeared greater from law than from uſurpation [ Mr. Hume did not live to ſee Mr. 
Luttrell's plan]. A continued and open »ſurpation of the crown is permitted, amid 
the greateſt jealouſy and watchfulneſs in the people ; nay proceeding from thoſe 
very principles. Liberty, in a country of the higheſt liberty, is left entirely to its 
own defence, without any countenance or protection. The wild: ſtate of nature is 
renewed in one of the moſt civilized ſocieties of mankind; and great violences 
and diſorders among the people, the ef bumane and the beft natured, are committed 
with impunity ; while the one party pleads obedience to the ſupreme magiſtrate, 
the other the ſand7ion of fundamental laws. © 
I By David Hume, Eſq. vol. I. P. 408. 
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tion in our power. We have given the world a re. 
markable inſtance of our repentance this very ſeſſion 
in the caſe of Mr. Rumbold and Mr. Sykes. On the 


e ad of November laſt the Order to the Artorney-Ge. 


neral to proſecute Thomas Rumbold, Eſq, and Francis 
Sykes, Eſq. as principal promoters and ſuborners of cor. 


- rupt and wilſul perjury at the election for Shafteſbury, 
- Was: erg inal ny on the motion of as feſpectable a Gen; 
7 tleman * as ever fat in parliament, The Order, hows 


ever, was made by ourſelves in the very laſt ſeffion, 
on the 14th of February preceding the reverſal. 
I have not yet, Sir, an inclination xo quit the com. 


n pany of Meſſieurs Sykes and Rumbold. Their caſe 


will ſerve me farther in my reaſonings.- It is a ſtrong 


argument againſt Expulſſon neceflarily including Inca- 
pacitation. I will ſuppoſe, Sir, that, inſtead of the 


Houſe having determined, in April 1775, in the firſt 
ſeſſion of the preſent parliament, that neither of thoſe 


two gentlemen, on account af their notorious bribery 
and corruption at Shafteſbury, were duly elected, it 
had been voted that they were guilty of being the prin- 
. cipat Pr omoters and ſuborners 07 wilful and corrupt Per. 
in a Reſolution the Houſe did actually come to 


in Feb. 1775, and in conſequence of ſo black a crime 


they had. been expelled. Suburna tion of and cor. 


| 7 Perjury is ſurely a moſt atrocious fin, and more 


- Marks Allen, than the > jug a Libel. Alter. 


* 
Riba 


- opinion, Jet find. ga” they... proceeded without ſuth- 
- Fient: euidenoe, a Reſolution vt Houſe did actually 


werd we wi in der 1776. By the courtlys daa Va 
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arliamentary, doctrine now pretended to be eſtab- 
be, that Expu Hon means Incapacitation, you would 
not have it in your power to reſtore them to their l 
ſeats, although you were perfectly convinced of their 
innocence. Juſtice would call aloud upon you to do 
it, becauſe it appeared that no legal proof, no. ſufficient 
evidence, was given, on which you had founded ſa 
raſh, ſo unjuſtifiable a judgement. The cries of juſ- 
| Trice, however, would little avail with a venal ſenate 
againſt miniſterial deſpotiſm, or a royal edict in the 
form of a parliamentary reſolution, My firſt expulſion, 
Sir, in January 1764, was for being the Author of the 
"North Briton, No. 45. Where is to this hour the legal 
proof, by the oaths of twelve of my countrymen, to be found 
of that charge? I have never even been tried upon 
that accuſation. A court of law determined on a dif- 
ferent charge, that of the republication, a charge, which 
might have been brought Tu five hundred Gear 
perſons. | 
As little delicacy, Sir, 1 VA ſhewn by us to the 
as of former parliaments, as to our own reſolutions, 
| Have we manifeſted any tenderneſs to the memory of 
the firſt parliament, which was called in his preſent 
; 'Majeſty' 8 reign ? That parliament declared, and de- 
clared truly, in the Civil Lift Act, that 809,0001, 
was 4c a competent revenue for defraying the expences of 
his Majeſty's Civil government, and ſurperen che 
dignity of the crown of Great · Britain.“ Wichin 
theſe few days we declared that $00,0001. was not a 
competent fun, and ** that for the better ſupport of 
his, Majeſty's $ houſehold, and of the honour and dig» 
G nity of the crown, there be granted to his Majeſty, 
0 during dis life, out of che Aggregate Fund, the 
* | * cleap 
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6 Clear yearly fum of 100,0001, to commence from 
c the 5th of January 1777, over and above the yearly 
vs ſum of 800,0001.. granted by an act made. in the 
56 firſt year of his Majeſty's reign.” If the ſum of 
'$00,0001. was competent to theſe great purpoſes, we 


had no right to vote more of the people's money. We 
were improvident, and prodigal Truſtees for the nation, 


not to uſe a more harſh expreſſion. Let us hear no 


more of the amazing depth in finance of any modern 


Sully *, or of a pretended oeconomy.in the management 
of this public, or the royal, revenues. We likewiſe 


voted the laſt week above 600, ooo l. as the laſt parlia- 


ment had above 500, ooo l., much above a million in 
all, on the ſame pretext of paying the debts of che 
King, when his Majeſty had enjoyed a competent re- 
venue of 800,0001. clear of all deductions and con- 
tingencies, and thoſe deb/s were of the moſt ſuſpicious 
nature, even as to the independency of this Houſe. 
Let us not, therefore, Sir, affect more tenderneſs for 
the laſt parliament in ſo flagrant an inſtance of injuſtice, 


n the caſe of the Middleſex Elections, than we have 


thewn to them, and to ourſelves too, in other reſpects. 
We ought, if we are men of honour and principle, to 

do juſtice to all the electors of this kingdom, and by 
z formal repeal, to make ſatisfaction to thoſe zealous 


Henry IV. and Sully, his great Miniſter of finance, were farificed by all the 
mercenary writers of the court in 1763 to George III and the Earl of Bate, his 
feſt Lord of the Treaſury, with his incomparable croupiery. Sancbog the ,Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, then Sir Frantiz Daſtwoad, now Lord Lt” Deſpencer, The 
moonſhine beams of the two laſt ſatellites only, ſoured our exciſed Cyder and Perry, 
and then they ſunk to all appearance beneath gur horizon at the ſame moment, 


en the lamented r6th of April 1763. But the gloflous laminary round which 


they moved, continues to warm us cn this fide the Alantic with his refulgent rays, 
t en foorches on eren male wigh big rere * 
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( i) 
elender of liberty, the Fhirited freeholders of this 
injured and inſulted county. 

I deſire, Sir, to recall to the memory of many gen- 
tlemen,” what paſſed in this Houſe in the laſt parlia- 
ment on one of rhe great debates reſpecting the Mid- 
dleſex Elections. A noble Lord, the darling of his 
country, as well as the favourite of our army, whoſe 
memory is dear to every Engliſhman, for he joined to 
the bravery of Cæſar all the mild and gentle qualities 
of our Engliſh hero, Edward the Black Prince, that no- 
ble Lord, Sir, ftood up in his place here, and ſolemmly 
aſked pardon of his country for having, as he faid, 
wounded the conſtitution, and violated the rights and 
privileges of this'kingdom by voting as he had done in 
this Houſe in the buſineſs of the Middleſex Elections. 
He did not ſtop there. He was anxious to make pub- 
lic * reparation for a miſtaken opinion - but of ſuch 
moment—and'he afterwards joined the Oppoſition in an 
important queſtion reſpecting the diſcontents of the 
people on this very ſubject. We may all, Sir, imitate 
the love of juſtice and candour, if we cannot reach the 
high courage of that illuſtrious, immortal character, the 
| late Marquis of Granby. 
| While the Reſolution, which 1 have mentioned, is 

ſuffered to continue on our Journals, I ſhall believe, 
Sir, that the elective rights of the nation lie at the 
mercy of the Miniſter, chat is in fact of the Crown, and 
| that the dignity and independency of parliament are in 
danger of being entirely deſtroyed. It is evident, chat 


c 
moſt ſolemn declaration in the Houſe of Commons, that very ſyſtem of palitical con- 
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vo gentleman now holds his ſeat by. the choice of his 
conſtituents, but only by the good-will, and; at the 
Pleaſure of the Miniſter, or by the Royal permiſſion, | 
The tenure is equally precariqus, and unjuſt, for the 
conſtitution has clearly lodged in the. people the right | 
of being repreſented in this Houle, by 1 the man, who is 
the object of their choice. A committee can never have 
but that ſingle queſtion to determine, provided the 
party is by law eligible, and has purſued. only thole 
methods, which are warranted by law. I will ſeize 
every opportunity of importuning, of conjuring, the 
| Houſe, if they have any reverence for the laws, utterly 
to reſcind this unconſtitutional and iniquitous reſolu- 
Tion. We owe it to the preſent, and to every future, 
2 ge, and therefore I moye, * that the Reſolution of 
60 12 Houſe of the fl. of February 1769, that John 
6 Wilkes, Eſquire, þ having been, in this Se an of Parlia- 
Fe ment, expelled this. Houſe, w as, and 18, incapable of be- 
"$4 «7 ing elefled a Member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament, 
% be , from the Journals of this Houſe, as be- 


4 ing ſubverſive of the rights of the whole * | 
* Flecton of this e | 
et ,b% IA | 
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4 Motion was 5 and the Queſtion being progoled, 
That an humble Addreſs de preſented to His Ma- 
4 jeſty,, to expreſs the juſt ſenſe this Houſe enter- 
4 tains of His Majeſty' 8 * far the laſting = 

98 7 « are 


( N 
ite fare and happineſs of His People: and, as this 
Houſe cannot qmit an opportunity of ſhewingy- 
4 their acal and regard for His-Maje/iy's bongur, and 

ks Proſperity, of His Family, humbly to beſeech 
His Majeſty, that, in cunſidtration of the High- 
« rank and dignity of their Royab Highneſſes the? 
Dales ef Glouceſter and Cumberland, He, would bo 
10 graciouſly | pleaſed to make ſome addition to their 
annual income, out of the rerenues chearfully 
granted His Majeſty, for the expences of the Civil 
Government, and better ſupporting the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown; and to aſſure His Ma- 
*« jeſty that this Houſe will able His Majeſty ef- 
*« fectually to perform the ſame; as nothing will 
© more conduce to the ſtrengthening of His Mas 
* jeſty's government, than honourably. ſupporting 
* the Dignity of the different branches of the ont. 
Family.“ 
And the previous Queſtion being put, oy That aur 
© Queſtion, be now put; 4.4 4 2x6 wo 
1. Pailed | in the negative. | 


Mr. Wilkes ebſerved; that the * #200, honoured gen- 
temen with the bluſhing ribbands, who oppoſed the 
Motion, declared that they did it chiefly, from hat 
they thought a want of delicacy ta the-Crown; but thar 
in his opinion the real honour and delicacy of the Crows , 
were eftentially and deeply wounded by the preſent un- 
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Member for Stamford, have hoch regiments. in his Majeſty's ſervice, borh nua 
n —— 2 Bath. 
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1 
happy ſituation of our Sovercign's own' brothers, which 
was of the moſt univerſal notoriety, and highly to be 
| lamented ; that the elder had been driven into a kind 
of honourable exile at Rome, and the younger was not 
enabled to ſupport the dignity of his high birth and 
rank among us; that as to the caſe of the late Duke of 
Cumberland, which had been mentioned, although he 
enjoyed an income of above 40,000). a year, he lived 
wah his my * nn that _ patron of liberty, by 


i, 


[1571 whom. 
5 . #2 0 4 
5 > n that was to this—— A SHAKSPRARE, 
We Long his loſs ſhall England weep, 
Neꝰ er again his likeneſs ſee; 
Long her ſtrains in ſorrew ſteep, 
6 5 strains of immortality. GRAN. 


J,, a tons ancrad his life in the cauſe of !iberty. 
Hisdiſtinguiſhed bravery at the battles of Oudenarde and Dettingen was the frequent 
ſudect of the unſuſpeRted praiſe of our inveterate enemies, the French. He was 
always a ſteady friend to the liberties of mankind, and like the former princes of bis 
houſe, and of the Naſſau line, kept a watchful eye over the Houſe of Bourbon, well 
knowing their determined enmity to this free government, and their long meditated 
. ſchemes for graſping at univerſe] onarchy. He often checked the reſtleſs ambition 
of France in its mad career, by the moſt firm, wiſe, and ſucceſsful meaſures. At 
His death he left England in poſſeſſion of the capitals of the French in Aſia and 
America, and of many other important conqueſts there, as well as in Europe and 
Africa, The moſt valuable of theſe conqueſts were loſt ſoon aſtet by a ſtroke of 
ee which proved mors fatal to England than all the ſwords of allout, 
enemies. 

It is juſtice to the memory of the late King to declareyth4t he nb leſs endeavourdd 
to make his people free and happy at home, than to carry the glory of the Britiſh 
arms to the higheſt pitch every where abroad. During his reign the laws were re- 
ſpec̃ted and. obeyed. L'berty and juſtice ſat with him on thethirone. The execution 
of Zerl Ferrers impreſſed, all foreign nations with the greateſt idea of the ſacredneſs 
of our laws, and the protection they afford the meaneft ſubject, under a firm and 
juſt ſovereign. It was likewiſe believed, that if the Courr- Martial on Lord George 
Sackville had pronounced the ſentence, which was expected by all Europe, the 
aloe, of, bis te Majeſty would have ordbred is to have bern cirried into en. 

„„ RR a eee e 
ters of the court, have been indefatigable for many years in vilifying the memory of 
our late Sovereign, and tearing the laurels” frofn his tomb. The firſt addreſs of the 


Hoſe of Lords to the preſent King, on Nov. 18, 1769, is the * confutation of all 
wit wo of a legion of theſe pixelings. 
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whom all the expences of his houſchold were defrayed, - 
and that he died unmarried, whereas the preſent King's 
Brothers were both married, and had, with very incom- 
petent revenues, ſeparate families and eſtabliſhments, _ 
which conſtituted no part of his Majeſty's houſehold 
arrangements or expences. He added, that we ought 
not to be prodigal to the Sovereign, and penurious ta 
his Brothers; that the whole illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick claimed our regard and gratitude; that the wiſ⸗ 
dom of Parliament ſhould carry the Houſe into a view . 
of futurity, and of poſſible contingencies , to provide in 
all events for the public ſafety, good order, and tran- 
quillity ; that what the honourable * gentleman, who 
made the motion, had mentioned with due horror, of 
our being obliged to fetch from Rome a Sovereign bern and 
educated there, was not ſo wild and abſurd an-idea as it 
had been repreſented by other gentlemen ; that purple 
fevers,-and various epidemical diſeaſes, had ſometimes 
in a very ſhort period ſwept away whole families ; that 
towards the beginning of this century ſeveral Dauphins 
of France had died within a few months of each other, 
and the Bourbon line was believed to be in ſome dan- 
ger of being extinct; that the + numerous, immediate 
poſterity of George II. had been reduced to a very ſmall 
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The long experience which we had of his royal virtues, the benigriry of his 
government, and his uniform care of our laws and liberties, not interrupted in any one 
© infance, during the courſe of ſo many years, demand from us the moſt grateful ac» 


©* knowledgements; and will make his memory as dear to us ,as the height-and 
1 © ſplendor to which be had raiſed the greatneſs of theſe kingdoms will render it glo- 
| © rious to all poſterity.” D 5 5 
„ Aſter the demiſe of the crown, will there ds quad dee 


will there be a Sandwich, to move ſuch a paragraphs in the rf Addreſs of the Hoyſe. , 
of Lords to his preſent Majeſty's Surc+ſſo#? P 

V Sir} James Lowther, Baronet, Member for Cumberland. 
+ Every true friend of the Houſe of Brunſwick ſees with affliction, bew ropidiy. - 
g fone of the principal branches of the family hays dropped off. 
Pete number; 
6 | 
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My, 16 )- 
number; that all families might ſuffer theſe moſt Ga” 
loſſes, but in caſes of this great national concern, ve, 
could not be too provident, too vigilant for the general 
ſaſety. Mr. Wilkes fatther rematked, that it was iin · 3 
polſible' ro miſunderſtand this. buſitieſs ; ; that it was, 
2 Will you drive the King's own Brothers into exlle yr 
4 des degrade them vo the rank of private noblemen yo 
fit you ſhew your duty to the King, whoſe heart 
4 05 Gs with all the tenderneſs of true” fraterndl affec- · 
6s tion, and teſtify your regard to the honour of the na- 
« tion, by making a princely and competent proviſion, 


'« for your Sovereign's own Brothers, the two Royal 


« Dukes, the children of England?“ He concluded 
with expreſſing a pleaſing hope, that the vote of every. 
gentleman in the Houſe would be governed by that 

liberality of ſentiment, which ought to characterize the 
repreſentatives of a a great, e and free W . 


i El | : 
_, Vorss of Nov. 20, 1777. 
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on — to return his Majeſty the thanks of this 
« Houſe, for his moſt gracious ſpeech from tho 

«''Fhrbne:" To affure his Majeſty, that we take a fin- , 
66 * * in the confidence which his Majeſty * 
50 yours 


-\ 


\ 
\ 


. 

« preſſes, that the conduct and courage of his officers; 
« and the ſpirit and intrepidity of his forces, both by 
« ſea and land, will, under the divine providence, be. 

c attended with important ſucceſs—That we learn 

« with much ſatisfaction, that his majeſty is for that 

« purpoſe purſuing the proper meaſures, for keeping 
his land-forces complete to their preſent eſtabliſn- 
ment; and that, whenever his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed 
to communicate to this Houſe any new engagements, 

« which he may have entered into for increaſing his 

« military force, we will take the ſame into our conſi- 

4 deration; and we truſt his Majeſty will not be diſ- 
pointed in the gracious ſentiments which he enter - 
« tains of the zeal and public ſpirit of his faithful 
« Commeoney? ee · bunt ite bein tin tage 
The following amendment was moved by Lord 
Granby, and ſeconded by Lord John Cavendiſh, © That 
© this Houſe does moſt humbly adviſe and ſupplicate 

© his Majeſty to be pleaſed to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy 
and effectual meaſures to be taken, for reſtoring 
4 peace in America, and that no time may be loſt in 

<« propoſing an immediate ceſſation of arms there; in or- 
der to the opening of a treaty for the final ſettlement 
** of the tranquillity. of thoſe inyaluable provinces, by 
* a removal of the unhappy cauſes of this ruinous ci · 
vil war, and by a juſt and adequate fecurity- againſt 
e the return of the like calamities in times tu come. 
And this Houſe deſire to offer the moſt dutiful aſſur - 
ances to his Majeſty, that they will, in due time, 
N « chearfully co- operate with the magnanimity and 
dender goodneſs of his Majeſty, for the preſervation 
« of his people, by ſuch explicit and moſt ſolemn de- 
© „ clarations, and proviſions of fundamental and irrevo- 
N N « cable” 


— 


: « wy p, 
6 „ble lass as may be judged neceflary for e 
ing and fixing for ever, the wenge PSY Gras 
Britain a her Seel. Proj Nr" has! & 


*. Wilkes 60 


M. Speaker, 


By cho-eftablifhed do rin of Parliament, 1 ans un. 
- thorized to conſider the firſt day of a new Seſſion as pe- 
culiarly rhe day of the Miniſter, perhaps more peculi- 
arly fo than even the important day towards the cloſe - 
of the Seffion, which is regarded as the day of his tri- 

umph, and called his opening the Budget. On that day 
the Miniſter ſubmits ro the Houſe bis ftate of the 

finances of this kingdom, an account of the various 
ums voted during the Seſſion, the ways and means he 
propoſes, of raiſing; the ſupply, the eertain and probable 
expences of the year, and in general the revenues and 
reſources of the empire. This firſt day of a Seſſion is 
ſtill more intereſting, and holds forth more important 
matter to our confideration.' The Seffion is regularly 
opened by à ſpeech from the Throne, but, although 
pronounced by the King, it is parliamentary language 
always to ſtyle it the ſpeeeh of the Miniſter, that in a 
fair and full diſcuſſion of it, the ſacred name of Majeſty 
may not be made uſe of to-controul or check that free- 
dom of debate, which is che eſſenoe, and conſtitutes 

the great dignity, of an Engliſh Houfe of Commons. 
Tie Miniſter, Sir, then in the ſpeech gives us a general 
view of our ſiruation both at home and abroad, the 
probability of the continuance. of war or peace, the 
| ſtare of foreign powers, ſo far as they are likely to af. 
fe&rhis Empire; and in ſhort whatever has à relation 


— 
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to out interna ſecurity, or foteign oon tions with 
the allies of the crown. But, Sir, this is only the 
Miniftet's coup d'oeil of the kingdom; his declaration 
of what he thinks the actual ſituation of public affairs. 
It is a kind of miniſterial chart, which this Houſe may 
adopt; or reject, at pleaſure, and purſue the ſame, or a 


Courſe directly 5 rp L thought it neceſſary, Sir, 


to premiſe thits before I go into the examination of the 
paper on our table; and I ſhall not ſeruple to avail my- 
ſelf of the right 1 claim, as one of the repreſentatives 


cf the people; to tteat that productioſ as containing 


merely a fetch of the Miniſter's ſentiments, as the fub= 


ande of the political creed; which = ane to be re- 


$eived by the nation. 
The ſpeech, Sir, in my idea, dead en to this 


Houſe a firm reſovlurion to continue this unnatural, un- 


juſt, and barbarous war, fo our utter deſtruction. It 
breathes 4 ſpifit of unrelenting rage, cruelty and car- 
nage, a ſavage thirſt of blood. Vet the torrents of 
blood already ſhed, and the prodigious waſte of national 


treaſure, have hitherto been followed with no ſignal or 
ſplendid fucceſſes. In the third year of the war no- 


thing decifive' has happened. We ate ſtill bleeding at 
every vein to ſupport this American conteſt, and I fee 
no probability of a near and final periode We cannot 


but obſerve in the declaration of the Miniſter} that per- 


ſeverance in error, that fatal obſtinacy in the purſuance 
of this miſchievous plan, which muſt end in the ruin 
of out country, and the complete eſtabliſhment of ano- 
ther potent empire from the fragments of the Britiſh mo- 
natchy. Scarcely a faidt gleam of hope -dawns upon us. 
Miniſters ſcem determined to ruſh on to only imaginary. 
conqueſt, but certain irretrievable ruin; for if the war 
ſhould be continued on the preſent wild and expenſive 

. Na plan, 


\ 


aſhes by us, like ſeyeral other towns and villages, Shall 


* 180) 


ah it will effe&tually bankrupt the nation. We are 


told, Sir, in the ſpeech, that the Miniſter has * a juſt 


es confidence that the conduct and courage of our of. 
“ ficers, and the ſpirit and intrepidiry of our 2 
* 46 both by ſez and land, will be artended with impor 
c tant ſuccefs.” The high pirit and courage of Eng. 
liſhmen have never been doubted. Would to God, 
Sir, they were at this time exerted in a good cauſe, in 


a juſt and righteous quarrel! But, Sir, to this hour we 


Eno of no important ſucceſs. We have ſcarcely a Cer- 


tainty of one favourable event of this year's campaign. 


. Eventhe Miniſters tremble for the condition of General 


Burgoyne. I will however ſuppoſe, that every advan- 


tage, which the moſt ſanguine friend of adminiſtration 


has propagated without-proof, is at laſt authenticated, 
that Philadelphia is taken, and the army under Gene- 
ral Waſhington totally defeated. Let us recollect, Sir, 
what paſſed after Boſton was taken by the Britiſh — 


Our general was ſoon beſieged in that capital of New 


England, ignominiouſly cooped up there many months 


with twenty regiments, and at laſt driven from thence. 


1 know: the colouring given to this retreat by the court 
party among us, and have been nauſeated with the cant 
terms of our Generals changing their quarters, and ſoift- 


ing tbeir poſition; but I know. likewiſe that their artil- 


lery and ſtores were left behind. All the military men 


of this country now confeſs. that the retreat of General 


Howe from Boſton was an abſolute flight, I believe 


it was as much ſo, as that of Mahomet from Mecca. 
Should Philadelphia be taken, we have indeed one more 


American town in our poſſeſſion, if it is not reduced to 


ue 


( iti 


| we be able to ® keep Philadelphia longer than we-did | 


Boſton? will not experience warrant me to ſuſpect, 


that before the winter is over, we ſhall hear of General Ex; 
Howe's being beſieged i in Philadelphia, and at laſt re- 


tiring from thence with the loſs of his heavy cannon, 
and warlike ſtores, as he did from Boſton? T he object 


of the laſt year's campaign was the conqueſt of the two 
Jerſeys. . It ſucceeded. , This year our troops have 
been obliged to evacuate both the Jerſeys, which are 
lately declared to be out of the Ring's peace. I will 


likewiſe ſuppoſe, Sir, that the report of General Waſh- 
ington's defeat is confirmed, and the total diſperſion of 
that army. I remember about a month before the af- 
fair of Trenton, the army of General Waſhington had 
ſo entirely melted away, that he had not five hundred 
men under his command : Jet the proſpect of ſucceſs 
againſt the German mercenaries there gave him, at a 


critical moment, a ſmall but ſpirited army ; and the 


juſt vengeance of America proved fatal to almoſt the 


whole body of Heſſians at Trenton. Admitting that 
General Waſhington has ſuffered a ſevere check, will 
he not be able to recruit from an immenſe tract of 


country devoted to his cauſe and perſon? Still, Sir, 


two other Provincial armies, in no ſmall degree for- 


midable, ſubſiſt; one in Maſſachuſet's Bay, the other 


in South Carolina. They have received. no check. 


They may march againſt the army of General Howe, 5 


. « Parfwot 0 is Majcty'nfraion, I tact Philadelphia onthe 1th of kN 
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1 and weakened - by the yidtories, which he it 
ſaid to have gained. To give the ſtrongeſt force to 
this reaſoning, let me put the caſe of a general diſper- 
ſion of the Proyincial troops in America, and of. the 
diſſolution of the Congreſs. What conduct can Great 
Britain then purſue? How will, yon preſerve a country 
which extends almoſt from Hudſon's Bay to the ſou- 


thern extremity of Florida? Will yay garriſon all the 


towns of any conſequence through that immenſe extent 
of territory? Will your army ſeparate, and go into 


. eantonments ?- If you do, wherever you are weak, you 
. will be attacked, and your troops probably. meet the 
fate of the Heſſians at Trenton. But, Sir, this country 
neither has, nor can raiſe, an army adequate to theſe 


purpoſes ; and if we could hire all the re gimented ſava- 


ges of Germany and Ruſſia, the common deſtroyers of 
the human race, we muſt fink under the expence. The 


nation would be beggared by the effort, The“ noble 
Lord at the head of our finances would ſoon find all the 


- Pillars of public credit ſhaken to their foundations, and 


all the fountains of national wealth dried up and ex- 


hauſted. On ſach terms America is not worth the 
holding. 


1 am aware, Sir, that it will be ſaid, the Americans 
mall, in caſe of general ſueceſs on your part, give up 


the conteſt, and ſubmit to the terms you preſcribe, 


The late experience of General Burgoyne is the fulleſt 


_ anſwer to this objection. He tells us, that the very 


Provincials; who were moſt forward to profeſs themſelves 


. doyalifte,” and to take the oaths of allegiance, and fubmit 


* Lord North, fir Lord of th Treaſury, and Chancllr of hs Exch 
N | 


to 


(183) 
to Lieutenant Colonel Baum, were the firſt to fire upon 


bim: that he was attacked on all fides, that he ſbewed 
great perſonal courage, but was overpowered by numbers. 


In ſhort, Sir, there was a total deſtruction. of that de- 


tachment. Mr. Burgoyne highly blames 4 Provincial 


gentleman for being ſo incautiaus as io leave at liberty ſuch 
6s took the oath of allegiance, as if it were a better mode 
of perſuading: the others, to confine their countrymen 
the moment you conſent to admit them to fwear alle- 
giance. Men are not converted, Sir, by the force: of 
the bayonet at the breaſt; nor by impriſonment. It is 
employing the violence of the highwayman. He takes 
your purſe indeed, but you recover it from him the in- 
ſtant you become ſtronger than the robber. Nor is 
| this to be conſidered as treachery. It was a compact, 
not originating from free will, or mutual conſent, bur 
founded merely in force, and diſſolved in the fame man- 
ner. But I believe the Americans are neither to be 
cozened, nor by violence deprived of either liberty or 
property. I therefore recur, Sir, to the wiſe amend- 


ment to the Addreſs, which the excellent Lord has 
moved; to fupplicate his Majeſty, that no time.may be 


loſt in propefing au immediate ceſſation of arms, as the only 
means of beginning a treaty, and effecting a reconcilia- 
tion with our American brethren. The hoſtile meaſures 
echoed to the throne in the miniſterial addreſs will be 
ineffeftual, and only ſerve to ſtrengthen the indepen- 
dence of the Calonies, and give additional vigour to 
their reſiſtance, We cannot ſucceed by farce, 1 nor in 
this commercial country is the object worth our while, 


were it poſhble. Let us carry theſe plain and certain . 


facts to the foot of the throne, and let Parliament hold 


® The Mango Grub, Mamder ar tay bete. 
bf * 4 2, ' likewiſe 
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likewiſe to the nation the language of truth, a language 
very different from what we have hitherto heard from | 
| Miniſters. | | I 

The nation, Sir, has been PR for ſeveral years 
by a ſucceſſion of miniſterial falſehoods. When the 
Boſton Port Bill paſſed, the Miniſter declared that we 
ſhould ſoon have America at our feet, for the teſt of 
the Maſſachuſet's Bay would deſert Boſton. The 
other provinces, he affured us, would, from a rooted 
jealouſy, rejoice at her humiliation, and enjoy the prof- 
pet of dividing her trade. When the whole province 
became like one man, it was ſaid the ſouthern Colo. 

nies however diſapproved the conduct of N ew-Eng- 
land. After both the ſouthern and northern colonies 
united, and made a common cauſe, we were told that 
means were found to prevent the meeting of the Con- 
greſs. General Gage publickly declared, that he 
would be in the midſt of them. He choſe however not 
then to change bis poſition. The Congreſs met without 
bim, and in a perfect ſpirit of unanimity, for their 
wranglings were never heard but by the gentlemen on 
our treaſury bench, and the Majority of this Houſe. 
The non-importation and non-exportation agreements were 
likewiſe declared impoſlible to ſubſiſt in a neſt of 
- known ſmugglers ; yet time has ſhewn how ſtrictly they 
have been preſerved. It was likewiſe moſt confidently 
averred, that the cowardly Americans dare not affem- 
ble in arms, and that to regiments were ſufficient to 
march through, and ſubdue,” the rebellious colonies. 
This however muſt be acknowledged to be prior to the 
ſiege of General Howe, and the twenty regiments, in 
Boſton. I will not, Sir, tire the Houſe with recapitu- 
lating, the irh lpccebop of court tales and fictions. 


They 
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They have long been the amuſement of menkind; both 


at home and abroad. Even at the preſent period m. 


niſters give out, and affect to believe, that thirteen 
powerful colonies can be conquered, after having far 


three years baffled all the efforts of this country both 


by ſea and land, trained and diſciplined their people, 
ſetrled to the ſatisfaction of the inhabitants their re- 


ſpective governments, raiſed large armies to ſerve dur- 


ing the war, provided for their pay, and collected im- 


menſe ſtores of artillery, arms, and ammunition, ſe- 
conded by the zeal of all America, and more than the 
good will and applauſe of all Europe - except the court 


faction among us. But, Sit, although America can- 
not be conquered, it may perhaps be regained by the 
mild arts of lenity and juſtice, by temper and modera- 
tion. The ſword muſt firſt, be ſheathed, according to 


the propoſed amendment of the noble Lord, and then | 
we may talk of peace on fait and ſolid terms, on terms of 


equality as brethren, as heirs of the ſamer glorious free 
conſtitution. I indulge the hope that things are not yer 
quite deſperate. I am ſure peace will be the greateſt 

bleſſing to both countries. It is. perhaps even more 
_ neceſſary for us than for them, The infant American 
ſtate ſeems already to. poſſeſs the ſtrength and vigour 
of the infant Hercules, ready to be exerted in a ſimilar 
manner, in ſubduing the monſters of tyranny, cruelty, 
and violence. Our exhauſted ſtare is well known to 


our enemies, who triumph in our fatal diſtractions, and 


are preparing to ayail themſelves of our ſinking condi- 
tion. Sir, I muſt again and again repeat, that in my 
humble ſentiment a reconciliation with America, is ne- 


ceſſary for the ſalvation of this country. I mean a 


firm, laſting agreement with the Colonies on terms of a 


/ Jult 


| 
| 
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Juſt equality as to rights and privileges. Any other 


agreement would not be permanent; that alone would 


faye us from the impending ruin. The anſwer of the 
Privernates to the Ramans ſhould gavern us, , bonam 
pacem, et Adam, et perpetuam—:/i malam, hand diuturnam. 
The reception ſuch an anſwer met with. was worthy of 


the Roman people. Livy * ſays, pars melior fſenatss 


ad meliara reſpanſum trabere et * VIRJ ef LIBERI 


vocem auditan.. 


The ſpeech, Sir, ſeems to Batter 1 us with A promiſe 
of attention to this great object, the reſtoration of 


peace to our diſtracted and diſmembered empire. It 


Bays, 66 | ſhall ever be watchful for an opportunity of 

utting a ſtop to the effuſion of the blood of my 
15 19 and the enden, which are in/eparable 
« from a ſtate of war.” The Miniſters, Sir, rejected 
with indignity one happy opportunity of putting a flop 


10 the effufion of blood, when, even after the battles of 


N 


Lexington, Concord, and Bunker's Hill, the Con- 


. greſs humbly ſupplicated his Majeſty, 10 dire ſome 


mode, by which the united application of his faithful co- 


bonifts to the throne may be impraved into a happy and per- 


manent reconciliation, To the mad inſult of the Ame- 
rican Secretary, Lord Dartmouth, in September 1775, 
when he told the agents of the Colonies, in the King's 
name, that no anfwer would be given, all the ſubſe- 
quent calamities of this civil war are to be attributed, 

and perhaps the loſs of half our empire. Many cala- 

mities, Sir, are undoubtedly inſeparable from a flate of 


war; yet the preſent war againſt our brethren in Ame- 


rica has been attended with peculiar circumſtances of 
cruelty, which fill the. mind with horror, with calgu+ 


* Livy, lib, vb. c. 2. 
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ties aubich are nat inſeparable from 4 fate of war. Are. 
the /calping-knife and tomabawk neceſſary calanties of 


war? Are they inſeparable from it? God forhig! I 


have read, Sir, a late proclamation of that great Ge- 


neral and preacher, Mr. Burgo Ine, which is hacking 
to 2 civilized and generous nation. As a ſtate- paper 
it diſgraces our country. The Imperial Court. have 
often e many Anz af irregular troops, Crgats, 
Pandours, and Huffars ; but their names diſgrace no 
public a&. If they plunder, they do not torture. 
The pious preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, complains of this 
froward and ſtubborn generation, and at the very mo- 
ment of mentioning his canſciouſa % of Chriſtianiiy, dif- 
plays a ſpirit of cruelty, which is repugnant to every 
priaciple of humanity. - He boaſts that be will give 
firetch to the Indian forces under bis direction, and they 
amount to thouſands, Merciful heaven! Thouſands of 
Indian /@vages let looſe, by the command of a Britiſh 


General, againſt, our -brethren in America] Human 


nature ſhrinks back from ſuch a ſcene. At his beels, 
leaſht in, like hounds, ſhould famine, fword, and fre, 
crouch for employment u. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as a 


man, I fear, will not hereafter be as univerſally Ack. 


knowledged as the military talents of the great Ge- 
neral. In the preſent caſe I have that pity for him, 
and his employers, which they have not ſhewn to 
others. What, Sir, has been, and {ll continues, the 
conduct of Indian ſavages in war? Is it not to exerciſe 
the moſt ſhocking . on their enemies, without 
diſtinction of age or ſex? The conduct of this war 
goes on a par with its principle. Has the feeble old 
man, the helpleſs infant, the defenceleſs 2 ever 


ee eres King hen v. 5 1 or 
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experienced the tender mercies of an Indian Geng? 
He drinks the blood of his enemy, and his favourite 

repaſt is human flefh'! Is a Areteb given to thouſands of 
thefe cannibals by! the command, in a public manifeſto, 
of one of the King's Generals ? 1 am bold, Sir, to 
declare that ſuch orders are unworthy the General of 
any Chriſtian King. They are only becoming a Jewiſh 
prieſt to a Jewiſh King, in the moſt bloody and bar- 
barous of all hiſtories, the hiſtory of the Jewiſ na- 
tion. The orders of the Jewiſh prieſt were, xow go 
and finite Amalet, and utterly defiroy all that they have, 
aud ſpare them not; bat lay beth man and : woman, S 
and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and aſi *. General 
| Burgpyne threatens the Americans with af ibe ven 
geance of the fate, not its juſtice, that 487 meſſengers 
of wrath will meet them in the feld, devaſlation, famine, 
and every concomitant horror. Not the fword of even- 
handed juſtice, falling only on the guilty heads of the 
bold rebels, but the ſavage tortures of a comahawk = 
from the thouſands of Indians under Bis direction, on the 
innocent women and children. I remember, Sir, an 
honourable gentleman F, whom I fee in his place, a 
gentleman very high in the law, not only humanely 
propoſing, according to the ideas, and in the language 
of his country, but dwelling with rapture on 'what 
he claſſically called a farvation bill for the poor Aine- 
ricans. I rely, however, Sir, on the fpirit and prow- 
eſs of the Americans, that they wilt neither fuffer the 
fate of the Amalakites, nor reraliate the attempt on the 
ſavages of Europe. 


1x Samuel, chap. xv. ver: 3. expat 
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This year, Sir, we have again in che e te- 


peated aſſurances from foreign powers of their pacific 
diſpofitions. The noble Lord , who moved the ad- 


dreſs, thinks France will abt change, and the honour- 


able gentleman +, who ſeconded the motion, aſſures 


the Houſe of the perſect amiiy of the neighbouring 
powers. Can any change, Sir, be equally advantageous 
to France as a perſeverance in the preſent ſyſtem ? 
America now pours all her wealth into the lap of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, which fees her ancient enemy 
daily periſhing by a fatal civil war. Even the Mi- 
niſter ſeems to awake from his long lethargy ; for the 
ſpeech ſays, ** at this time, when the armaments in the 
<« ports of France and Spain continue, it is thought 
c adviſeable to make a conſiderable augmentation to 


© our naval force.” Parliament ought to have been | 


informed of the whole truth with reſpect to the trea - 
chery of France. I am ſure, Sir, I ſhall not be con- 


tradicted; when I affirm, that France, che government 


of France, not covetly, nor underhand, not ſecretly 


by merchants only, but directly and openly as a go- 
vernment, aſſiſt the Americans. The two Congreſs 
ſhips of war, which had the engagement with the 
Druid, are now refitting at L'Orient, on the coaſt of 
Britainy, and furniſhed with every neceflary from the 


French King's ſtores at that place. The fact is well 


known to the Miniſter, and ramely ſubmitted to; but 
this open inſult on the nation is endeavoured to by - 


carefully concealed. n 
The old ally of chis nation, Portugal, is not ho- 


noured with the ſlighteſt mention i in the 2 1 will 


* Lord Hyde, member for Chriſtchnech. 


give 


T to ) 
give the. Hotiſe the reaſon. Portugal is not only loft to 
u, but is become ai acquiſition to the Houſe of Bour- 
bon; by acceding to the Family Compact u. By that treaty, 
Sit, the fubſtance of which was publithed in the French 
Gazette, all the ſubjects of the Houſe of Bourbon 
were to be equilly favoured with the natives of each 
reſpec ve ſtate, as to every privilege of navigation and 
cemmerce. Such 2 treaty, Sir, directly militates 
ugainſt mary former treaties, of Utrecht, Alx-la- 
kapelle, and others, particularly thoſe with Spain F. 
Tt wil be a fatal blow to the commercial intereſts of | 


* The Fant cope is a Treaty of the moſt alarming nature to all Europe, 
Au abftraft * it is given in the © fournal Hiſtoriqus ou Faſtes du Regne de 
© LU NV.“ printed at Paris in 2 vol. 8 vo. in mas with the French Kitg's 
N. 

« 15 Aout, 5 
l Re et e roi Hege conciuent wn traits on pate di fande tant pour eux | 
e qu potir le fot des deux Siciles, et Pinfant Duc de Parme, contenant 28 articles, 
cc par leſquels ils Qrabliſſent entre eum une alliance perpetuelle, convenant de re- 
4 garder a Vavenir comme ennemie toute puiſſance ennemie de Pun deux, et 
4 8 garantiſſant reciproqhtment leurs ctats dans quelques parties du monde qu'ils 

U ſqlent fitues, fuivanit Tear od ils ſe trouveront en paix avec les autres puiſſances ; 


« gobligeant de ſe fournir les ſecours neceſſaires, de faire la guerre conjointement, 
« et de ne point faire de paix ſeparee Lun de autre. Ce traité porte encore ſup- 


& preffiot d6 divit d'anbairie en France, en favear des ſujets des rois d' Eſpagne et 
d Sicide ; et convention/ expreſſe que les ſujets des trois couronnes jouiront, dans 
< leurs Etats reciproques, des mme droits, privileges et exemptions que les ma- 
& tion par rapport I la navigation et au commerce, fans que les autres pulſſances 
® 44 urope put etre admifes à cette alliance de famille, ni pritenidye, pour 
oe leurs ſujetsy le mu tftement dans les états des trois couronnes. 

« Les ratifications de ce traits fureht échanges le 8 Septembre. Vol. II. p. 700. 

+ The gtfr article of te treaty of peace between Great Britain and Spaln, coh- 
© Bhiided'at Urrechr the t . of July, 1713, is in theſe words. 

IX. CC 
the ſubjects of each kingdom ſhall, in all countries and places, on both ſides, have 
A enjoy the ſame privileges, liberties, and immunitirs, as to all duties, impoſi- 
tions, dr cuſtoms whatſdever, relating to perſons, goods, and merchandizes, ſhips, 
freights, ſeamen, navigation, and commerce; and ſhall have the like favour in all 
things as the ſubjecłt of France, or any other foreign nation, the moſt favoured, 


have, poſſeſs, and egjoyy or at any time bereafter may have, poſſeſs, or enjoy. hi 
4 3 | 1s 
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this kingdom, whenever it is carried into execution | 


LS dy the whole Houſe of Bourbon. 


An univerſal gloom, Sir, feenis to bs foreadiig 
over our political hemiſphere ; yer we ate called upon 
by Miniſters to addreſs che throne in ſuch terms, as if 
we were only ſuffering a ſlight and tranſient misfor- 
tune, not groaning under the load of exorbitant 
and enormous taxes, and on the brink of ruin. Since 
the late augmentation of the Civil Liſt, we ſeem to be 
wonderfully improved in ehirfitg addreſſes. This is 


not, however, a piping time peace. Compliments 


duting the oalarnity of « wide extended civit. war, 


brought on by miniſterial oppreſſion, are abſurd. The 
ptoſpect from America is covered with clouds and 


darkneſs. A pleaſing ray of light ſeems at the preſent 
moment to beam upon us from the noble Lord's pro- 
poſition for an immediate ceſſation of arms. If abut i 
rejected, I fear the nation will fink in deſpair. 
That propoſition I confider as the firſt, moſt neceſſary 
ſtep to a tetonciliation. After a ceſſation of arm, I 
hope our fleets and armies will be withdrawn, all the 


| late unjuſt acts repealed, and the charters: reſdored. 


Let us treat with-the liberal ſpirit of freemen and Eng- 
liſnmen. Unconditional ſubmiſſion, is unconſtitutional ſub- 
miſſion, and becomes only the ſlaves of an arbitrary 
monarch. Force againſt the vaſt American con- 
tinent, we have found, avails us nothing. All coer- 


tion appears to be impoſſible. The attempts of vi- 


olence haye been followed with deep diſtreſs, diſgrace, 
ſhame, and diſappointment. Let us, therefore, 4 


laſt hear, and obey, the voice of reaſon, which c 


aloud upon us to ſave ourſelves and our brethren. The 


times teem with events, which muſt determine the 


, fate 
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—— — ——— —ä—Pù—1 — —— — > IH" Annes. 
7 Tr 6 


C192) 8 


fate of dn ugs great and ma empire. Lee + 
| us be guided by the principles of lenity and juſtice, 


that the bleſſings of peace and union may be reſtored, 
and permanently remain, to this whole empire. 


Vorzs of Dec. 20. 2. 


The Houſem was moved, That an A, made i in the 
6th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
« An Act for the better ſecuring the dependency, of 
<« his Majeſty's. dominions in America, upon the 


« Crown and Parliament of Great n __ be 
* . 


And che btn "Rs read 8 12 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being pro- 


poſed, that leave be _ to bring in a bill, to * 


the ſaid Act. 45 
And the previous queſtion being put, =_ thav 


8 being now put, 
11 paſſed i in the negative. 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, | | 
I choſe, from motives of policy, to delay the mo- 


tha: which I mean now to ſubmit to the Houle, 


till the eſtabliſhments both of the navy and army for 
the enſuing year were compleated. After ſuch pro 


digious preparations for war, after every ſingle article 


which; 


215 wm — or by 
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which the Miniſters have aſked, has been granted, 
we are armed at every point for the vigorous proſecu- 


tion of hoſtilities, we may, with more appearance 


dignity, hold 'out propoſitions for peace.” This Houſe, 
Sir, has voted 60,000 ſeamen, including near 12,c00 


marines, above 20,000 effective landmen, commiſſion 
and non-commitſhon officers included, for guards, gar - 
riſons, and the forces to be kept up in Gteat Britain, 
Jerſey, and Guernſey. - We have beſides'? in our pay 
five battalions of Hanoverians, actually in garriſon, 
to the eternal reproach of Ebola: at Gibraltar and 
Minorca; the various troops bf f Heſſe Caffe), Hanau, 
Waldeck, Brandebourg- -Anſpach, and Anhalt Zerbſt, 

amounting to above 69,000 of thoſe merdenaries; in 


all, a land army of more than $9,000 men. This 


\, Houſe has not yet been affeinbled three weeks, and 
we have already voted away of the people's money no 
leſs a ſum than 8,643,004 1; I believe this is only the 
ſixteenth day fince the opening of the Sefflon. Rery 
day of the preſent Seſſion has therkfote, on an average, 
colt the people above 500, o l. What a relief to 
their fears, Sir, will be the adjournment, which Mi- 
niſters have juſt mentioned, of near ſix weeks? Hoy 
much it will augment the feſtivity of the ſeaſon? Yet 
fear, Sir, it will prove only a temporary, relief; and 


that Miniſters retreat; for à ſhort time, to return with 


redoubled force and fury, to lay freſh burgens ; and ad- 
ditional impoſitions on this exhauſted nation. 
. Amidſt all theſe amazing preparations | for war, {rele 
2 thought « of, or a ſigh for, peace, ſeems to obtrude upon, 
or eſcape, any one of our Miniſters: What-$agle ſtep 


has been taken by adminiſtration to put an end to this 


Tuinous- war, and 40 prevent che farther effuſtoh of 


2 0 3 human 
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| human blood *A noble Lord * on this fide the Houſe, 
who is the worthy heir of the patriotic virtues of an 
illuſtrious father, propoſed on the firſt day of this Seſ. 
ſion an immediate ceſſation of arms ; but the propoſition 
was rejected by a great majority. Scarcely a hint of a 
wiſh for peace has been made by any member of admini. 
ſtration. I will not, however; Sir, be diſpirited. Some 
late events, unknown to the Houſe at that time, may 
induce the moſt violent to liſten to thoſe healing mea- 
ſures, which, in the inſolence of our imagined tri- 
umphs, we rejected with diſdain. The preliminary 
of peace, which I ſhall take the liberty of ſubmitting 
to the Houſe, ſtrikes at the root of the evil, the con- 
feſſed cauſe and origin of the American war. I mean, 
Sir, the right of taxation, which is enacted in the 
Declaratory Act, the repeal of which I ſhall preſently 
move. I believe, Sir, according to the forms of he 
Houſe, I muſt firſt defire the clerk to read that act. It 
is the ſixth of the King, chapter the twelfth. 


[The Clerk reads). 


To make laws to bind the Colonies and people if to America 
in all caſes whatſoever 1 believe, Sir, this is the 
ſhorteſt compendium of ſlavery ever given. It is the 
broadeſt baſis of tyranny. In all caſt: whatſoever ! 
therefore in taxation. Three millions of freemen' to be 
taxed at the arbitrary wilt and pleaſure of this Houſe, 
without a ſingle perſon to repreſent them, or to con- 
trol the expenditure of their money ! If the Ame - 
ricans could tamely ſubmit to this, they would de- 
ſerve to be ſlaves. They ought to be more contemned 
than rhe Cappadocians of infamous memory, who re- 


* The args f Grady momþor for th u * 
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faſed the liberty, which was offered them by the RS. ö 


mans. If we can take a part of their property without 
their conſent, we can take the whole. It is impoſſible 
to draw the line. This Houſe might vote away the 
whole property of Ameriea without the conſent of one 

man on that vaſt- continent. The very ſuppoſition is 
not only repugnant ro every idea of the comnion 
rights of mankind, but iz is again/t the franchiſes of 
th land for freemen to be taxed but by their conſent in par- 
lament, as Lord Coke declares. We know by the 
law of England, that the proteſtant ſubjects of our 
Colonies in America are intitled to all the liberties, 
privileges, and immunities, of the natural · born ſub- 
jects of this kingdom. The next ſtep to taxation na- 


turally follows. Miniſters might apply an American 


revenue to the advancement of their own profligate 
plans, perhaps to the ſame baſe purpoſes as the taxes 
levied among us, to the augmentation of an enormous 
civil liſt, to increaſe the overgrown influence of the 
Crown, and corrupt the repreſentatives of rhe people. 


Even without any taxation we have experienced that 


the whole produce of American induſtry centered in 
Great Brirain. I do not intend, Sir, to go into 4 
diſquifition of the ſtale queſtion of tanation and repre- 
femation, nor the wretched nonſenſe of a virtual repre- 
ſentation here of three millions of ſubjects on the othet 
fide the Atlantic. I remember once before to have 
fully argued thoſe queſtions. - I ſhall now confine my- 
ſelf to the repeal of the Declaratory Act, and the other 
acts injurious to the freedom of America. Without 
this repeal we cannot, I am ſatisfied, have peace, nor 

1 believe would the Americans treat with you on any 


other terms. They proceeded, at the beginning, with 
. WS ; won- 
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wonderful temper and coolneſs ; but at laſt they fas 
med up all their injuries as compriſed. in the Declara- 


Lory, Act, which they reprobated with ſpirit. While 


this act remains in the Statute Book, you neyer can 
think of any negociation with the Congreſs. The 
firſt Congreſs, which met in 1774, acted with pru- 
dence and calm dignity, with moderation and magna- 


nimity. They did not directly attack the Declaratory 


Ad. They knew it had paſſed in an adminiſtration 


compoſed of men who had declared themſelves friends 


to American freedom, and had actually repealed the 
<« Stamp Act.“ They conſidered it as a brutum fulmen 
on the part of this country. They, in dutiful terms, 
ſolicited the repeal of the Boſton Port Bill,” the 
«© Maſſachuſet's Charter Bill,“ and that monſter of 
deſpotiſm and popery, the Quebec Act;“ but they 
paſſed over in filence the“ Declaratory Act.“ Vet, 
Sir, although no expreſs mention was made of that 
AQ, they put in the ſtrongeſt proteſt againſt the claim, 
or exerciſe, of any ſuch powers in their very jirft re- 
ſolution. It is of Oct. 14, 1774. The inhabitants of 
« the Engliſh Colonies in North America, by the im- 
„ mutable laws of nature, the principles of the Eng- 


ec liſh conſtitution, and the ſeveral charters. or com- 


« pacts, have the following rights. Reſolved, ne- 
ec mine contradicente, that they are intitled to life, li. 


e berty, and property, and they have never ceded to 


* any ſovereign power whatever a mY to 4 of 
ec either without their conſent.” - 


In the year following, the ſecond Congreſs ; watt all 
4 endeavours here for a redreſs of their grievances in- 
ener Sager it e 5 to hold out a kind of ulti- 
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natum to this country,. and to ſpeak che plain, full, 
manly language of injured freemen. In a Declara- 


« tion by the repreſentarives of the United Colonies of 


North America, now met in Congreſs at Philadelphia, 


c ſetting forth the cauſes and neceſſity of their taking | 
ky up arms, July 6 s 1775, it is ſald, e e for ten 


« years inceſſantly and ineffectually beſieged the throne 


&« as ſupplicants; we reaſoned; we remonſtrated with 


« Parliament;' in the "moſt: mild and decent language. 


“Parliament have undertaken to give and grant our 
„money without our conſent, though we have ever 
« exerciſed an excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own 
> property, &c. &c. &c. But why ſhould we enume- 
« rate our injuries in detail? By one Statute it is de- 
e clared, that Parliament can of right make laws .to bind 
,in all caſes whatſoever. What is to defend us 
© againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimited a power? Not a 
6 ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it, is choſen by us, 
or is ſubject to our control. or influence; but on the 
* contrary. they are all of them exempt from the ope- 


© ration of ſuch laws, and an American revenue, if not 


« diverted from the oftenfible purpoſes for which it is 
« raiſed, would actually lighten their -own burdens in 


ce proportion as they increaſe ours. This one Statute, 
the Declaratory-A, is the fountain, from which not 
only waters of rr buys rivers of blood, wave 


flowed: <1 
I ought Sir, f in Juſtice to the . to take no- 


tice; that even after this they preſented a moſt humble 


and duriful petition to the King. From the ill- judged 
reply of the American Secretary, that no anſwer would 
be given, I ſuppoſe every idea of obtaining a redreſs of 
theit numerous grievances vaniſhed. Yet in this very 
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Declaration they ſay, „we ſhall lay down 6ur arms, 


* when hoſtilities ſaall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſ- 
& ſors, and all danger of their being renewed l be 
removed, and not before.” I will venture, Sir, to do 
this much injured body of men juſtice on another ſub- 
Ject againſt the falſe and malevolent aſſertions of the 
noble * Lord at the head of the American department. 
His Lordſhip declared to us in the maſt explicit terms, 
e that the Congreſi had endeavoured ta engage the In- 
ce dian ſavages in their ſervice, and would have em- 
& ployed them in the war.” It is well known in what 
manner they muſt always be employed, not in the uſe 
of the ſword and bayonet, of which they are. Ignorant, 
but of the ſcalping knife, and tomobawk, in which 
they are expert, The Congreſs, Sir, in the true heroic 
ſpirit of bravery, which mercy always accompanies, re- 
probated the idea of torture and cruelty, They deter- 


mined on fair, honourable war, unſtained by murder or 


maſſacre, I will convict his Lardſhip on the fulleſt 
evidence of the groſſeſt impoſition on this Houſe, and 


of a violation of truth. The Journals of the Compreſs, 


Sir, both that of 1774 and 1775, have been as regularly 
publiſhed to the world, as the Votes of the Houſe. of Com- 
mons are hor you, Mr. Speaker. In the 7ournal of June 
30, 1775, 1 find the following words, . Reſolved, that 


the Committee for Indian affairs do prepare proper 


« talks to the ſeveral tribes of Indians, for engaging 
c the continuance of their friendſhip to us, and nea/ra- 


e {ty in our preſent unhappy diſpute with Great: Bri- 


& tain,” This was, Sir, after the provocations of the 
repeated ſlaughter of rheir friends at Lexington, Con- 
cord, and Bunker's Hill. But, Sir, although the Gn- 


* Lord George Germaine, Member for Eaſt Grinſtead. 
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ere/+: refuſed to aſk the. barbarous aid of the ſavages, 
the King's general moſt readily and with eagerneſs em- 
ployed them. He boaſts of it in his Proclamation of 
laſt June. No man, Sir, who has read that Proclama- 
tion, and Major General Gates's letter, will med tie 
tear of pity over the misfortunes of Mr. Burgoyne. 
Major General Gates ſays in his letter of Aug. 28, to 
Mr. Preſident Hancock, the. horrid murders and ſtalp- 
« ings paid for and encouraged by Lieutenant General Bur- 
« goyne, Previous to his defeat at Bennington, will for 
« ever ſtain the honour of the Britiſh arms. In ond 
« houſe the parents with ſix children were meſt cruelly 
« butchered,” Is this, Sir, the mercy. of the King, which 
General Burgoyne in his Proclamation ſays, bis Mu- 
ſeſtys numerous armies aud fleets in every quarter of Ames 
rica were to diſplay as well as his power and juſtice? He 
ſucceeded to irritate, not to intimidate,” his enemies. 
But, Sir, although I do not feel the leaſt ſpark of eom- 
paſſion: for the fate of Mr. Burgoyne, I truly: comrmiſa- 
rate the ſituation of the troops with him. I regret the 
loſs of the brave ſoldiers who periſhed in the action: 
and I pity thoſe who ſurvive. I ar ſorry that $66 
valiant Engliſh and Germans were killed in a bad ecauſe, 
in fighting againſt the beſt conſtitution on earth. Sit, 
it was infcribed on the tombs of the 300 Spartans, whs 
at Thermopyls., devored themſelves to a glorious death 
for the liberties of Greece, Paſſenger, go tell at Sparta, 
that we died for having obeyed ber holy laws. It ought 
to be engraven on the tombs of the 800 who fell in the 
late action, Paſſenger, go tell in England, that we died for 
Paving violated ber holy conflitution; for ſuch, in my opi- 
nion, is the caſe of every man, who has in this eivil war 
drawn his ſword againſt our brethren in America, and 
94 periſhed 
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periſhed i in the conflict. The- ſituation, Sir, of choſe | 
who ſurvive, is to be commiſerated, not ſo much for 

the | calamities which they have ſuffered, calamitics 
brought on by themſelves, as for the loſs of honour, 
whichy/if we are rightly informed, has accompanied the 
circumſtances of their defeat and ſurrender. The terms 
of the Capijulation for General Burgoyne, and the vete- 
ran troops under his command, are ſtated to be, deli- 
vering up their arms, being permitted without moleſ- 


tation to embark for Europe, and not ſerving againſt 


the Americans during the war. They have then put 
themſelves hors de combat. They have agreed no more 
to face theſe cowardly Americans. They conſent, not 
to meaſure ſwords again with nquerors during 
the war; not to make a ſingle effort to recover their 
loſt laurels. If they had IS of war, 
they might have been exchanged, and the fortune of 
war crowned them with future victories. That chance 
they have given up as well as their arms,: We have 
now: ſcargely à company of foot in arms in all the nor- 
thern Colonies, except Canada. The Engliſh at the 
battles of Preſton - Pans and Falkirk ſuffered two moſt 
ignqminiqus defeats, There was however no capitula- 
tion that the vanquiſhed troops ſhould not ſerve againſt 
the ſame enemies during the remainder of the war. At 
Culloden they waſhed away the foul ſtain of that nati- 
onal diſgrace: in the blood of thoſe perjured Scots, re · 
bels againſt a mild prince, and an equal ſyſtem of laws. 
It is, Sir, very remarkable, that the ſame men, who 
ſtyled at that time the Scotiſn rebels in/urgenzs now call 
the. American: inſurgents by the name of rebels, I will 
never, Sir, adopt the appellation. I think the Ame - 
rieans axe fighting in a ra cauſe for the defence of 


i their 
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their Juft privileges, and chartered; as well as innate, 


rights.” I am ſure the proudeſt and moſt deſpotic court 


in Europe, that of Vienna, weuld not have treated their. 


ſubjects in the manner this court has treated the Ame- 


ricans, I mean ag rebelt. When the preſent Empreſs 


Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, ſueceeded her 
father; the Emperor Charles VI. in 1740; the ſecured 
the affections of-her Hungarian ſub jects by readily tak - 


ing the old oath of the Sovereign of that country, 
eſtabliſhed in 1222. The greateſt“ genius in Europe 
gives it us at full length. VI, or any of my. ſucceſſors; 
at any time, ſhould 'attempt to infringe your PRIVILEGES, 
you, and your poſterity, are permitted, hy virtue of this 
promiſe, to defend * yourſelves, without being liable to be. 


treated as RRBELS. If the anceſtors. of the preſent Em- 


preſs. Queen had been as wiſe, the Houſe of Auſtria 
would not have loſt Switzerland, as they did by injuſ- 
tice and oppreſſion. The Americans, Sir, I think, are 
now: defending the privileges of every ſubject of the 


Britiſh empire, as well as their own. If this country 


did juſtice to the ſame ſpirit of freedom in them, which 
we applaud in our anceſtors, we ſhould admire their 
heroiſm, and be eager to repeal all thoſe acts which 


are undoubted badges of ſlavery, particularly the De- 


claratory Ad, which I ſhall always conſider as an inva- 


fion of che people's rights. Till we do that, we can 
haye no rational hope of any reconciliation. The deſ- | 


4 Voltaire fays, Mares Th. trete, Epouſe au Gtand Duc de Toſcane Francois d. . 
Lorraine, gagna ſurtout Peſprit des Hongrois en ſe ſoumettant à priter Vatcien ſer- 


ment du rei Andre II. ſait lan 1232. Si moi ou quelques uns de mes ſucceſſcurs, 


en quelque tems que ce ſoit, veut enfraindre vos privileges, qu'il vous ſoit permis en 
vertu de cette promeſſe, i vous et & vos Yeſcendans, IIS AY en 


tre traitẽs de rebeiles. 


In the margin he adds theſe v words, ferment fngule et 5 — parPtre, Vols 
hire, Sec ds Lo SV. Tom. ii. p. 429 . 
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perate fituation of our affairs, from the variety of cir. 
eumſtances which have been ſtated, and the late capi. 
iulation of a whole army, prove this abſolute neceſſity 
of terminating the bloody civil war, this general ſavage 
Indian maſſacre. 

The Declaratory Act, which we had no right to paſs, 
will never be ſubmitted to by the freemen on the other 
fide the Atlantic. The ſpirit of it is hoſtile in the ex- 
treme to liberty. To bind the ſubjett in all caſes what/i- 


_ ever It is a charter. of ſlavery. I deny the principle 


of this act as much at home as in America. We ridi- 


 culouſly of late bewilder ourſelves with frantic, high- 


flown, ſonorous expreſſions of the omnipotence of Parlia- 
ment. The gentleſt natures appear too fond of power, 
although they do not abuſe it. There are many things, | 
which Parliament cannot do ; many cafes, in which it 
has no power. We cannot vote ourſelves perpetval. 
We cannot fill up our vacancies, as the late Houſe of 
Commans indeed did in the caſe of the Middleſex elec- 
tion, but all good men abhorred the uſurpation, and 
the nation were almoſt unanimous in their remonſtran- 
ces againſt it. We are merely a delegated power from 
the people, and in that capacity only a third part of 
rhe legiſlature. We cannot therefore ſurrender their 
ſhare of power, by whoſe favour” alone we acquire the 
right of giving any vote in this Houſe. It would be 
treachery, and even-rebollion, in the ſervant againſt the 


maſter. Can we, Sir, repeal Magna Charta? Has this 


Houſe the power to eſtabliſh the Mabomelan religion? 
Government is only a truſt from the people ag their 
good, and in ſeveral inſtances ſo far from poſſeſſing. an 


_ abſolute power, we ought to acknowledge, thar we have 


no power at all. I wilt never admit arbitrary power to 
| be 
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de lodged i in any man, or body of men. Many things 
are ſo cloſely woven in with the conſtitution, like the 


trial by jury, that- they cannot be ſeparated, unleſs. 


the body of the people expreſſly declare otherwiſe; after 
free and full conſideration. There are fandametital; 
inalienable rights, land- marks of the conſtitution, which 
cannot be removed. The onnipotence of Parliament 
therefore, which is contended for, ns to me a falſe 
and dangerous doctrine. 

I have great reverence, Sir, for the memory of that 
* adminiſtration; which paſſed the Declaratory A. 

I ſpeak as a public man. I honour them for their ſpi- 
rited reſolutions againſt general warrants, and the ſeizure 
of papers, by which the perſonal liberty of the ſubject, 
and the moſt important ſecrets of life, were rendered 
facred and inviolable. I highly applaud the turning 
the exciſeman out of private houſes by the repeat of 
the Oder · Tau. The negociation for the Manilla ran- 
ſom, which ſo deeply intereſted many of our braveſt 
men in the navy and army, revived under their au- 


ſpices; but alas! after many faint and feeble efforts it 


languiſhed and expired. Many excellent regulations 
of trade and commerce were made by them. But, Sir, 
I ſhould have thought all their glories ſullied by the 
paſſing of this Declaratory Ad, which pretends to efta- 
bliſh a claim of unlimited authority over the Colonies, 
if I did not believe it was a kind of force on that ad-- 
miniſtration, a fort, of compromiſe with the traitors, 


at home for the repeal of the Stamp- At, which 


had thrown the whole empire into convulſions. 
The Stamp: Ad ought, in my idea, to have been re- 


praled on the firſt great principles of . not on 


[ 
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the nartgw: ground of political expediency, or from any 
commercial motives. I was abroad at the time, and 
may have been miſinformed; but if I am not, the re- 
peal was abſolutely peceſſary to lay the Norm, which 
raged with the greateſt fury, both here among the.mer- 
chants, and in North America, after the paſſing of the 
Stamp Act. The repeal was warmly oppoſed by * ſame 
of the royal family, and the favourite in the Houſe of 
Lords, . by his family and friends f in both Houſes, by. 
the whole cabinet, the Lords of the Bed-chamber, and 


almoſt all the King's and Queen's houſeholds, Per- 
haps the repeal had not been carried, but by the com · 


promiſe of this Declaratory Act. I am ſatisfied, that 
the adminiſtration, which paſſed. that 48, never in- 
tended to inforce it, at leaſt by taxation, The new 
miniſtry , however in the. ſucceeding year built on this 
ſolid foundation of a right to taxation, which they ſaw 
was, eſtabliſhed for them. They laid duties on tea, 
2 red and White lead, painter's colours, and othet 
things. The right had been aſcertained by their pre- 
deceſſors. „Ale only objections, which could now be 


made, were the inexpediency and Impolicg: of the ex- 


* The Puke of Y ork, the Earl of Bute,” Lord Mount Stuart, Right Hon. James 
Stuart Mackenzie, Earl Talbot, Lord Steward of his Majeſty's Houſehold, Duke of 
Ancaſter, Maſter of the Horſe to the Queen, Earls of Oxford, Denbigh, Bucking- 
hamſhire, Orford, Coventry, Eglingtown, and Lord Robert Bertie, Lords of the 
Bedchamber to the King, Earl Harconrt, Lord Charnberlain to the Queen, William 
Rlackſtone, Eſq; Solicitor General to the Queen, Right Honourable Gilbert Elliot, 
Treaſurer of the King's Chamber, Thomas Gilbert, Eſq; Comptroller of the King's 
Wardrobe, David Græme; Ef; Secretary to the Queen, Charles Jenkinſon, Eſq; 
Auditor of Accompts to the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, Johs Manners, Eſq; Houſe- 
keeper at Whitehall, Samuel Martin, Eſq; Treaſurer to the Princeſs Dowager of 
Wales, Honourable Archibald "Montgomery, Eſq; Equerry to the Queen, Joby 
Moſt n Eſq;/Edmund Nugent, -Eſq; and Henry Seymour, Eſq; Groomg of the Bed 
chamber to the King, Honourable Henry St. John, Groom of the Bedchamber to the 
Dnke of York, Henry Wauchope, Eſq; Deputy Privy Purſe to his Majeſty, General | 
Began, Lord Barrington, &c. &c · &c. voted againſt the Repeal of the Stamp Act. 
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erciſe in thoſe inſtances, and at that period. If I had 
been in England, Sir, at that time, and in parliament, 
1 ſhould ſtrenuouſſy have oppoſed the principle of the 
Declaratory AR ; but I was forced into a cruel exile and 


outlawry by the wickedneſs and injuſtice of one admi- 


niſtration, and kept abroad by the tameneſs and timi- 


dity of another. I was perſecuted” with extreme rage 


and violence by a ſet of men who thought themſelves 
injured, and abandoned by thoſe: I had effen- 
tially ſerved, who before eucouraged me, and ap- 
proved my conduct. I was made their ſcape-goar, 
doomed to bear into the wilderneſs the fins and iniqui- 


ties of a great political party, when in oppoſition. 


Surely, Sir, their ſins and iniquities muſt have been of 
a deep dye, and remain ſtill unexpiated, for ipſe aries 
etiam nunc vellera ficcat. I would, Sir, in this impor- 
tant bufineſs of the repeal of the Declaratory AB, per- 
ſuade myſelf that there is not an obſtinacy of opinion, 
a tenaciouſneſs of adhering to what we have once done, 
merely becauſe we have done it. It ſeems very clear, 
that we can have no peace, till. the accurſed thing is ro- 
moved frem our camp. From that happy moment I 
ſhould hope the rude clamours of war would ceaſe, and 
the gentle voice of peace be heard. I truſt therefore in 
this time of general conflernation, in this day of diſtreſs 


and diſgrace to our country, that there will be a per - 


fect union of ſentiment among us, an univerſal concur- 
renee in this firſt preliminary of peace, R el 

I have only mentioned, Sir, the repeal of the Declara- 
tory AR, but I mean afterwards to ſubmit tothe Houſeano- 
cher motion for the repeal of the whole ſyſtem of new ſta · 
rutes and regulations reſpecting America fince the year 
1763. Ifir on that period, becauſe the Congreſt complain 
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ef -buman blood, no heart piercing cries of whole fa- 
milies. moſt cruelly butchered, or expiring under tor · 
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of nothing prior to that æra. They have never hinted ar 
the repeal of the Navigation Act, nor any other acts be · 
fore that year. In the petition of the Congreſs to the 


King, i in October 1774, they ſay, from this deſtruc- 
< tive ſyſtem of colony adminiſtration, adopted fnce 


| © phe concluſion of the laſt war, have flowed thoſe dif. 
« treſſes, dangers, fears, and jealouſies, that overwhelm 


c your Majeſty's dutiful colonies with affliction; and 


| 7 we defy our moſt ſubtle and inveterate enemies to 
S trace the unhappy differences between Great Britain 
c and theſe Colonies from an early period, or from 


< other cauſes than we have aſſigned, &c. &c. We 


* preſent this petition only to obtain redreſs of grie- 


« vances, and relief from fears and jealouſies, occaſi- 


* aned by the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations 
© adopted /ince the cloſe of the laſt war.” In the ſame 
year the Congreſs declared to the people of Gteat Bri- 
_ tain, place us in the ſame ſituation that we were at 


ce the, clofe of the las war, and our former harmony will 


« be refiored.” It is an explicit offer of a compact be- 


tween the two countries. Their language was exactly 
the ſame in the following year, in their laſt petition to 


_ the Throne. © They were alatmed by 4 new fyſtem of 


« ſtatutes and regulations, adopted for the adminiſtra- 
cc tion of the Colonies, that filled their minds with the 


“ maſt painful fears and jealouſies.” Here then, Sir, 


Great Britain is at iſſue with the Colonies. Repeal 
theſe unjuſt and injurious As, and our former harmony 
will be reſtored. We. ſhall hear no more of the ſword 
and bayonet on one fide, nor the ſcalping-knife and tomo- 
hawk on the other. There will be no more effuſion 


Wes. 
: I fear, 
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13 Sir, that I have intruded too long on the 
patience of the Houſe, I wiſh not to tire gentlemen. 
I am ſure, I had rather hear any voice than my own 
within theſe walls; but I muſt beg, on a buſineſs. of . 
this moment, a little farther indulgence to give, as 
briefly as I can, a general account of the other als, 
which I hope will be repealed. I begin witk the 
fourth of the King. From that period of this inauſpi- 
cious and inglorious reign, a regular and uniform ſyſ- 
tem of attack on the rights and privileges, both -of 
America and Great Britain, has been, except during 
a ſhort interval, invariably purſued, under the direc- 
tion, I believe, of the rea! Miniſter. We ſhall now 
| ſee how this ſyſtem has operated in a variety of Acłr 
againſt our brethren in the Colonies of North America. 
The fourth of the King, chap. 15. is, Aw Act for 
granting certain duties in the Britiſh Colonies and 
« Plantations in America, &c.” Another Act of the 
fame year is chap. 34. An Act to prevent paper 
« bills of credit, hereafter to be iſſued in any of his 
« Majeſty's Colonies or Plantations in America, from 
« being declared to be a legal tender in payments of 
money, &c.” In the following year the Act to 
« alter certain rates of poſtage, &. In the ſixth of 
the King, © An Act for repealing certain duties in 

« the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, &c. and for 
e granting other duties inſtead thereof, c &e.” The 
ſubſequent year teemed with two births fatal to Ame- 
rican liberty. I mean the « A&@ to enable his Majeſty 
e to put the cuſtoms and other duties in the Britiſh 
« dominions in America, &e. under the management 
of Commyſſioners, &e. I maſt, however, declare, that 
I believe the hope of providing for the numberteſs 
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hüngry dependents and '{ycophants;: who daily and 


85 hourly beſeech and beſiege the miniſter, — "ie to 
this ſtatute. The other Act of the ſa 


year, inti- 
tuled, . An Act for granting certain duties in the 


„ Britiſh Colonies and Plantations in America, &c. 


&c.” I ſhall move to be only in part repealed for fo 


much 6f 1 it as relates to the duties on glaſs, red and 


white lead, painters colours, paſte-boards, mill-boards, 
and ſcale-boards,' is already repealed by the tenth of 


= the King, chap.” xvii. Then, Sir, follows the Act in 
the eighth of the King, intituled, “ An Act for the 


G more eaſy and eſſectual recovery of the-penalties and 


4 forfeitures inflicted: by che Acts of Parliament re- 
“& lating to the trade or revenues of the Britiſh Co- 


4 lonies and Plantations in Ameriea.“ Theſe Acts 
are objected to, becauſe duties are impoſed by them 


for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in America. They 


take away the trial by jury, and extend the powers of 
the Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient and legal 
juriſdiction. The twelfth of his Majeſty, chap. 24. 


1 propoſe to repeal, becauſe perſons committing 7 


variety of offences ſpecitied in that Act, cut of this 


realm, may be tried in any county within ibis realm, 


This is directly contrary to the firſt principles of the 
conſtitution, which gives a right to a trial by a jury 


. of the vicinage, who are juſtly ſuppoſed beſt to know 


the party accuſed. The ſame objection holds in full 


force againſt the Act in 1774, intituled, . An Act for 


te the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the caſes of 
« perſons queſtioned for any acts done by them in the 


d execution of che law, or; for the ſuppreſſion of riots 
C and. tumults in the Province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay 


05 bow = Laden 8. A At, in the ſame year, 
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cha ap. 455 takes away the Charter granted to the inha - 


birants of the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay by the 


glorious William III. The Quebec Act followed, 


which totally annibilated the mild and equal ſyſtem of 


Engliſh laws, and eſtabliſhed French tyranny and the 
- Romiſh religion in their moſt abhorred extent. The 


Romith clergy by the ſaid Act may claim 9 bold, re- 
ceive, and enjoy, their actiſlomed dues and rigbis; ; and no 


_ perſon profeſſmg the Romiſh religien is obliged to take the 


oath required by the ſtatute in the fir}t year of Queen Eliza- 
b:th, The miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church of 


Englandwere, 4s uſual , totally neglected bythe Scottiſh, 


father of this A&, and even thoſe of his own kirk in 


this inſtance. Then comes the ſweeping Act againſt 
the whole Thirteen Provinces, intituled, © An Act to 


« prohibit all trade and intercourſe with the Colonies of 
« New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Ifland, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
the three lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 


« Virginia, North Carolina, South 'Carolina, and 


ar Georgia, &c, &c.” which trade and intercourſe 


brought into. Great Britain, conmunibus anfiis, near 


two millions annually. The laſt act 1 ſhall mention is 
worthy of completing the black catalogue. It is the 
Act of the laſt ſeſſion, ** to impower his Majeſty to ſe- 


* cure and detain perſons charged with, or ſuſpected 


of, the crime of High Treaſon, committed in any of 
e his Majeſty's Colonies or Plantations in America, | 


* or on the high ſeas, or the crime of piracy,” which 
is now continued another year. Ir is ſufficient to ſay of 


_ this Act, that it ſuſpends the Habeas Corpus Act, which 
Judge Blackſtone declares to be a ſecond Magna Charta, | 
and {able bulwark of our lib erties ; not very fable how. 
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ever, Sir, in this rcign, no more than our . Lbertles, 
There are, beſides thoſe which I have mentioned, three 
other Acts complained of by our brethren in America, 
The firſt is the Boſton Port Act, which paſſed in 1774, 
It was repealed i in 1776 ; but the ſubſtance of it was re. 
enacted in the ſame general Act, the ſixteenth of the 
King, ch. 5. The Act likewiſe to reſtrain the 
b trade and commerce of the Provinces of Maflachuſct' 
% Bay and New Hampſhire, &c. &c.” is exactly in the 
ſame predicament.. Ir was repealed and re- enacted in 
the ſame moment. The third Act alluded to is ** for 
wr providing ſuitable quarters for officers and ſoldiers 
*in his Majeſty's ſervice in North America. I: 
paſſed in 1774, and expired at Lady-day, 1 776. Theſe 
three Acts I therefore omit, Perhaps I may have paſſed ' 
over ſome. other obnoxious ſtatutes fince 1763; but 
I. mean, Sir, to propoſe the repeal of the whole ſyſtem . 
of the late, American ſtatutes and regulations, without 
whick it is my fixed opinion you can haye no perma: 
nent tranquillity, nor ſhall we fee the dawn of peace in 
our time. I belieye the repeal of the Declaratory AR, 
and the other ſtatutes, to be the neceſſary foundation for 
a negociation, if we are really i in earneſt to ſave a ſinking 
late, if We hope to regain our Colonies, not to ruin or 
abandon them, nor to extirminate their inhabitanes. 1 
would treat America as the ſiſter, not the ſubjeck, of Eng- 
land. Bologna i in Italy is ſtyled the fiſter, not the ſub- 
| Jet, of Rome. I remember the city of Bologna has the 
word Libertas in the firſt quarter of her arms. I wiſh 


that goddeſs all-powerful in every quarter of Italy, of 
America, of the world, | 


I was not preſent, Sir, in the Houſe laſt Friday 
evening, but I have heard of the curious political race 
here at that time between two diſtinguiſhed parties in 


the 


IG bis )) 


the 6 pooh, 48 if the miniſters were now fairly run 


down, and all that remained was to diyide the ſpoil. 
1 wis told of very dextrous management, of much 
cutting and ſhuffling, of a variety of propoſitions hinted 
at, on one ſide of abandoning he Colonies on certain 


terms of advantage, on the other of giving up ſome 


rights, and enforcing others with vigour. I have no 
connection with either party, nor with any party « of 
the ſtate. Provoco ad populum will ever continue my 
motto. But may I venture, Sir, to give both theſe 
parties a hint or two? I think that they need not quar- 
fel yet, for hitherto I obſerve no vacancy on the trea- 
ſury bench. Another thing I 'would juſt mention. 
Perhaps it might be prudent for both the parties to at- 
tend a little to the opinion of our common maſter. 
Lord Hillſborougt's retfiar lerter to all our gover- 
nors on the continent and iflands has been brought 
into this Houſe for various Purpoſes. I ſhall now 
make uſe of it to convince both parties, all parties, 
every gentleman, of the neceſſity of a ſpeedy recon- 


ciliation with the Colonies, from the declared ſenti - 


thents of our Sovereign. The concluſion of that fa- 
mous letter is in the following words; © His Majeſty 


« relies upon your prudence and kdelity for ſuch an 


explanation of his meaſures, as may tend to remove 
the prejudices which have been excited by the miſ- 
<« repreſentations of thoſe who are enemies to the 
« peace and proſperity of Great Britain and her Co- 
* lonies, and to re-eſtabliſh that mutual confidence and 
ce affettion, upon which the glory and ſafety of the pe 

„ emptre depend. 
I believe, Sir, that I have e to hs 
OY how abſolutely impoſlible it is that mutual con- 
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,Jidence and affection can return between Great Britain 


and her Colonies, till this Declaratory AA, the foun- 
dation of the conteſt, the root of the bs is done 


away. We are evidently in a declining, and ſhall ſoon 
be in A deſperate, ſtate, if this remedy i is not immedi. 
ately applied. I therefore think it my clear duty, not 
only for the glory, but the very ſafety of the Britiſh 


empire, to move, That leave be given to bring in 


a bill to repeal an Act, paſſed in the ſixth year of 
© his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for. the better 
oy ſecuring the dependency of his Majeſty's dominions 
c in America upon the Crown and Parliament of 
* Great Britain.“ 3 


Vorxs of March 2, 1778. 


Ordered, 


+ Thar the andy of the N for the chird 1 of 
.the bill (now ingroſſed) to enable his Majeſty to ap- 
point Commiſſioners, with ſufficient powers, to treat, 

.conſulr, and agree, upon the means of quieting the dif- 


orders now ſubſiſting in certain of the Colonies, Plan- 
«tations, and Provinces of North America be now read, 


"Ce. &c. mein {4:53 16 vt ahem. 4 
ordered, g | SES 


That the order of a hs for the Wind ring of 
the bill (now ingroſſed) for declaring the intentions of 
the Parliament of: Great N! concerning the exer- 
N 4 ciſe 
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"il - of * right of impoſing taxes within his Majeſty's 
Colonies, Provinces and Plantations, in North America, 
be now read. 


And the ſaid order being chad accordingly; The he 
ſaid bill was read the third time. 8 


Reſolved, 


That the bill do N and that the title be; 45 45 
for removing all doubts and apprehenfions concerning taxa- 
tion by the parliament of Great Britain, in any of the Culo- 
nies, Provinces, and Plantations in North America and the 
Weſt Indies, and for repealing ſo much of an Act made in 
the ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, as im- 


poſes a duty on Tea imported from Great Britain into any 


Colony or Plantation in America, or relates thereto. 
Mr. Wilkes aid, 
Mr. Speaker, 

I have not given the leaſt oppoſition to the progreſs 
of any one of the conciliatory bills, which have been 
brought i into this Houſe by adminiſtration. I thought 
it the part of candour to acquieſce, to ſuffer. the bills 
to go through the committee without 1 interruption, and 
to receive every improvement, which the noble * Lord 


with the blue ribband, who firſt- introduced them 
among us, or any of his friends on the other fide of the 


Houſe, choſe to ſuggeſt or adopt. We are now, Sir, 


in poſſeſſion of a plan, with much care reviſed and cor- 
rected by the oftenſeble Miniſter here, i in the full expec- 
tation of its being equally, pleaſing and. Fadi on 


* Lord North, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Member for Faadtiey, 


F4 both 
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both fides the Atlantic as well as this Houſe. The 
great outlines indeed, Sir, oppoſition myſt approye, for 
they are undoubtedly their own. They were long ago 
traced out by themſelves, although the ſpirit of them 
is now gone. Other . thoſe of coercion have 
been — ſteadily urged. The noble Lord with the 
blue ribband has as liberally borrowed their ideas as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer means to borrow their 
money on Friday, when he opens the budget. The 
gentlemen on this ſide rhe Houſe have frequently pro. 
poſed a reviſion of all the acts complained of by our 
American brethren. Above three years ago a parlia- 
mentary reviſion of thoſe ſtatutes was warmly preſſed. 
on the Miniſter ; and it is not three months ſince I had 
the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe a motion for 
the repeal. of thoſe very Acts, which, in a lefs conſtitu · 
tional mode, Commiſſioners are now authorized to /uſ- 
pend. I made that motion, Sir, while America was till 
free to negotiate, ſtill free from all foreign treaties, or 
ſolemn engagements as independent ſtates, with any of 
the great powers of Europe. There is ſcarcely an idea 
in the acts, for gentlemen ſeem to agree to conſider 
them togerher, which has not been ſuggeſted by oppo- 
ſition. The © Ceſſation of hoſtilities on the part of 
* his Majeſty's forces by fea and land,” * the grant- 
"IJ ing a pardon or pardons to any number or deſcrip- 
 « tion of perſons within the faid Colonies, Provinces | 
& or Plantations,” the treating, conſulting, and 
e agreeing with any body or bodies politic and corpo- 
de rate, or with any aſſembly or aſſemblies of men, or 
te with any perſon or perſons whatſoever, of ot con- 
<< cerning any grievances or complaints of grievances, 
* exiſting or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the government of 
any of the ſaid Colonies, Provinces, or Plantations 
ce reſpec- 
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« reſpectively, or in the laws and ſtatutes of this 
« realm reſpecting the ſame,” the treating of 


any aid or contribution to be furniſhed by any 


« of the Colonies, Provinces, or Plantations reſpec- 
« tively,” „the not impoſing any duty, tax, or 


« aſſeſſment whatever, payable in any of his Majeſty's 


6“ Colonies, Provinces, and Plantations in North Ames» 
* rica, except only ſuch duties as it may be expedient 
« to impoſe for the regulation of commerce;” all theſe 
important conſiderations have been repeatedly urged to 
the Miniſter, while the ſword ftill ſlept in the ſcabbard, 
before the late deluge of the blood of the ſubjefts of 
this empire in an unjuſt and unnatural war. At laſt. 
more is offered than was aſked. A repeal of all the ob- 
noxious acts ſince the year 1763 only was propoſed. . 
The Miniſter now agrees to ſacrifice the ſtatutes of al- 

moſt another year, for he gives up all the acts ſince 

the 10th of February 1763, the infamous æta of the 

peace of Paris, by which the moſt valuable conqueſts 
of a glorious war were facrificed, Whence can ſuch a 
change ariſe ? 

[ obſerve, Sir, that ſeveral gentlemen have this day 
mentioned their converſion, the æra, and cauſe. A 
very learned advocate has ſaid, that he was converted 
when Sir William Howe was forced to retire from the. 
Jerſeys, Another honourable + gentleman tells us, that 
he was converted when General Burgoyne capitulated 
at Saratoga. Waſhington and Gates, Sir, are cer- 
tainly very powerful apoſtles, I ſhould not be ſur- 
prized, if General Howe himſelf was at laſt converted. 
I believe the ra of the noble Lord's converſion is not 
far diſtant, I ſuſpect it happened at the ſucceſsful mo- 

®* Henry Dundaſs, Eſq; Lord Advocate for Scotland, Member for Ediaburghſhire, 
+ Charles Baldwin, d Member for Shropſhire 
P 4 ment 
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ment of the late American negotiation in France, which 
I greatly fear has eſtabliſhed their independence. Ir is 
impoſſible not to be charmed with the gentle, meek, 
ſupplicating, humiliating tone of the noble Lord at 
the preſent moment. We hear no more of the condign 
puniſhment of traitors, of the vengeance of the ſtate 
againſt daring rebels v. The harſh diſcord of war no 


longer 
* In the Proclamation of General Gage, dated Boſton, June 12, 1775, Sand 
Adams and Jobn Hancock are proclaimed rebeis and traitors, and as ſuch 10 be treats. © 
The General ſays, © I do hereby, in bis Majefly's name, offer and promiſe, his moſt 
4 gracious pardon to all perſons who ſhall forthwith lay down their arms and return 
«to the duties of peaceable ſubjects, excepting onl/ from the benefit of ſuch pardon, 
Samuel Adams and Fobn Hancock, whoſe offences are of tos flagitious a aue t0 admic 
« of any other coufideration then that of condign puniſbment. 
In this manner have two of the moſt deſerving friends of the Britiſh 3 
been treated on account of their ſteady oppoſition to every attack of deſpotiſm. The 


real ſentiments of Mr. Adams, and his affectionate regard for the parent tate, are 


happily expreſſed in a letter to Mr. Wilkes of the year 1770, the original of which 
has been ſeen by the editor. When Mr. Wilkes was Lord Mayor, he read to the 
Livery of London from the huſtings on Michaelmas-day a letter from Mr. Hancoct, 
as Preſtdent of the Congreſs, although he had been proclaimed a rebel and trauwr in 
the name of his renee Jorg, KN two Jeter are here 1 n copied. 


6c 5 1 R, Boſton, Dec. 28, 1770. 


Having been repeatedly ſolicited by ray friend, Mr. William Palfrey, I embrace 
this opportunity of making my particular compliments to you, in a letter which he 
will deliver. My own- inclination has coincided with his requeſt ; for I ſhould pride 
myſelf. much in a corrreſpondence with a gentleman, of whom 1 have long enter 
tained ſo great an opinion. No character appears with a ſtronger luſtre in od 
mind, thari that of a man, wha nobly perſeveres li the cauſe of public liberty, and 
virtue, through the rage of perſecution. - Of this you have had a large portion; byt 
1 dare ſay, you are made the better hy it. At leaſt I will venture to ſay, that the 
ſharpeſt perſecution for the ſake of one's country « can never * a real ij ar to ag 
haneſt- man. 

In this little part of the wax 1d, a land, till of late VERS in its obſcurity, the 11 
lum to which patriots were formerly wont to make their peaceful retreat; even 
here the tern tyrant has lifred up his iron rod, and makes his inceſſant claim as Lord 


of che foily but I have a. firm, perſuaſion in my mind, that in every ſtruggle, this 


country will approve herſelf, as glorious in defending and maintaining her freedom, 
as · ſue has hitherto been happy in enjoying it. 


Were I a native and an inhabitant of. Britain, and capable of affording the leaſt ad- 
vice, it ſhould conltaatly* be; to aim the Colonies 4 in the fulleſt exerciſe of their 


f ©" rights, 
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longer grates on our ears. Peace; harmony; reconcili- 
ation with our brethren, are the enchanting ſounds, 
with which we are now raviſhed. The terrible, exter- 
minating miniſter of wrath no longer alarms the re- 
yolted Coloniſts with Quo ego—The noble Lord, with 
no leſs policy than pity, ſooths them, and in mild ac- 
eents ſays, motos preftat componere fluctus. I much fear 
however, Sir, the Colonies will never be OWEN to- 
gether again under his miniſterial wing. $173. 097% 


rights, and even. to — rr N 


not interfere with her own manufaures. From the Colonies, when ſhe is worn 
with age, ſhe is to expect renewed ſtrength. But the field I am entering is too 
large for the preſent : may heaven forbid, POLARITY EEE PNG 
n Qam Deus vult fed 


arty vel ihttu SIR, d 
Your moſt humble ſervant, , 
- John Wilkes, Eſq;“ , "SAMUEL Ada. 
: N ' g «4 

« My Lord, Philadelphia, July 8, 1775. 


permit the Delegates of the people of twelve ancient Colonies to pay your Lord- 


ſhip, and the very reſpectable body of which you are head, the juſt tribute of grati- 
tude and thanks fax the virtuous and unſolicited reſentment you have ſhewn to the 
violated rights of a free people. The City of London, my Lord, having ia all ages, 
approved itſelf the patron of liberty, and the ſupport of juſt government, 

lawleſs tyranny and oppreſſion, cannot fail to make us deeply ſenſible of the po r 


ful aid qur cauſe muſt receive from ſuch. advocates; a caufe, my Lord, worthy the 


fupport of the firſt city in the world, as it involves the fate of a great continent, and 
threatens to ſhake the foundations of a flouriſhing, and, until lately, a happy empire, 


| North America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ardently for a laſling connect ian with Great Bri- 


tain, on terms of juſt and equal liberty ; leſs than which generous minds will not offer 
nor brave and free ones be willing to receive. 0 


A cruel war has, at length, been opened againſt us, and, whilſt we prepare to de- 
fend ourſelves, like the deſcendants of Brits, we till hope that the mediation of 


wiſe and good citizens will at length prevail over 1 


und peace, on permanent principles, to an oppreſſed and divided empire. 


We have the honour to be, i 
My Loky, | . 
To the Right Ho- | With great eſteem, * 
nourable the Lord Your-Lordſhip's x | 
Mayor and Livery 1 Faithful friends and rell. ſubian. : 
of the City of Lan- By rr of the Cangreſs. -1 
don,” 7 Joux Hancock, Preſident. 
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The eonciliatory bills are in my opinion more calcy. 
lated for- this country than America. They appear 
only meant to keep the minds of the people quiet here, 
and to amuſe this kingdom, not to regain the Colo - 
nies; but I truſt the day of reckoning and exctmplary 

puniſhment approaches. The preſent dead calm fore. 

hodes a furious tempeſt. The bills hold out what mi. 
niſters know to be a: fallacious hope, a reconciliation 
with the Colonies an terms ſhort of independence. The 


object is merely ro ſcreen miniſtry from the indigna- 
tion of the public, and the vengeance of the people, 
There can be little doubt of this, when the very words 
of the acts, in the ſtate ehey firſt appeared here, are 

conſidered. The premahle of one of the acts was, 
«© Whereas the exereiſe of the right of taxation by the 
a parliament of Great Britain for the purpoſe of raiſing 
& revenue in his Majeſty's Colonies, Provinces, and 
" Planrations i in North America, has been found by 
© experience to occaſion great uneaſineſſes and diſor- 
« ders, and has by ſundry mifreprefentations been 


ce made the means of miſleading many of his Ma- 
«« jeſty's faithful ſubjects.— Theſe words are a kind 
of ſecond Declaratory 42, in which the right of tax- 
tion is aſſerted at the inſtant you give Commiſſioners = 
power to ſuſpend it. Was this meant as a healing 
meaſure? Could Miniſters really intend to confer a fa- 
your, as they affected to think, and yet chuſe the moſt 
offenſive, the moſt obnoxious, the moſt galling expreſ- 
fions ? The preamble to one of the other Conciliatory 
Bills is liable to the fame ftrong objection. It is, 
« for the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jealou- 
0 fies and miſrepreſentations of danger to their liberties 
“and legal ri rights, which have miſled many of his 
| «« Majeſty's 
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* 


« Majeſty's ſubjects in the Colonies, Provinces, Nc. 
Muft not ſuch expreſſions be neceflarily conſdered by 
the Congriſi as the laguage of high and direct inſult 1 
The Conmiſſioners muſt derive all theix powers from theſe 
acts of the Jegiſlature, in which the Americans were 
accuſed and upbraided.. Are theſe the winning, perr 
ſuauve arts of peace and reconciliation? Was a recog» 
eiliation really intended, or have Miniſters only in view 
to delude the nation, and to incenſe them againſt che 
Americans, with the ahſurd hope of at laſt compelling 
them to an unconditional ſubmiſion?ꝰ 6 
Admimftratjon, Sir, rhqught the game deſperate, 
and had only in view their own fafety, the preſervation 
of their power, and perhaps a facility in the enſuing 
loan. They knew the folemn declarations of the Con- 
greſs to ſome of the greateſt powers of Europe ſo 
early as December 1776, and confirmed laſt November, | 
the baſis. of which reſted folely on their indepengence. 
They poſſefs it de fade. I fear we ſhall he obliged to 
give it them de Jure. If the preſent propoſitions are 
rejected, we cannot heſitate in preferring the acknow- 


| 
| kdgment of their independence to an expenſive and 
a bloody war, in which at laſt conque/? is admitted to be 
p 3 an impoſſible and frantic attempt. We opght to enter 
1 into a fœderal union with them, and endeavqur to ſe. 
þ cure the advantages of the moſt important trade with 
t America by a commercial treaty, which would be re. 
4 ciprocally adyantageous to both countries—unleſs, in- 
deed, the eloquence of our Commyioners can effect what 


the force of our arms has in vain attempted, their re- 
linquiſhing the claim of independence. The adminiſtra» 
tion are perfectly 1 with the various commer- 
cial engagements of the Coloniſts, from which they 

| cannot 


CS) _ 


einnot recede. It appeared likewiſe that the military 
s well as the civil have concurred in reprobating 5 
ea of a dependarice on this country. | The ſceptre of 

2 is departed from Britain. Three months after 
the Britiſh army had taken their capital, the ſeat of 
= Congreſs, . / Philadel phia, Waſhington gave it out | 
ral orders from Bead quarters, December 17, 
1 9575 « We may on the beſt grounds conclude, that 
* by a ſpirited continuance in the meaſures neceſſary 
© for our defence, we ſhall finally obtain the end of out 
&« warfare, independence, liberty, and Peage,” In Oc- 
tober 1774, the Congrefs humbly ſupplicated his Ma- 
5elty for peace, liberty, and ſafety. Since that period, 
Jafety | had been ſecured to them by their \own proweſs, | 
except indeed on ſome parts of their very extenſive 
coaſt. They had ſince been driven into independence, 
and began to taſte its ſweets. We had cancelled all 
the ties by which the two countries were long held to- 
gether; ; and fince we had forced them into a very re- 
luctant warfare, they held to the people and the army, 
as its great end, the manly language of independence, 
Ebcrty, and Peace. America was driven to deſperation. 
It is now, as to us, a boſom friendſhip ſoured to an 
implacable hatred, We have wantonly burpt her 
towns, butchered her. men, women, children, even 


infants. at the breaſt, maſſacred the captives in cold 


blood, ſcalped the dying and wounded, and carried 
fire and ſword through her moſt fertile Provinces, 


What a contraſt has her conduct been to a whole Bri: 


tiſn army, and general, who capitulated! What a no- 


bleneſs in turning away from the humiliating ſpectacle 
of Engliſh ſoldiers piling their arms, by word of command 


fro om their dun officers Are our Miniſters weak enough 
| 10 
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jo expect to oajole America with. a parchment. Aft, 
at the moment they declare chat they deſpair of con; 
os by the ſword? The idea muſt to them, be. pet 
fectly ridiculous, when the Americans recollect "tha 
the __ Lord with the blue ribband, a the beginning 
of the war, had propheſied that they would be { 
at our. feet, and the noble Lord at the head of the 
American department had inſiſted on unconditional fub- 
miſſion. The Americans had now tried their ſtrength, 
and found their reſources, both on their own con: 
tinent and in Europe, adequate to all their VIEWS 
They ſaw the world in admiration of their firmneſs and 
fortitude, in the warmeſt applauſe even of their mili- 
tary achievements. The zeal of the French nation 
in their cauſe roſe to the higheſt pirch of enthuſiaſin 
and even this iſland might ſay to America, in the words 
of Horace, 6e te cæde gaudentes Britanni compoſitis vener 
bc rantur armis.” 

The honourable gentleman *, Sir, who made you 
the motion for the third reading of the bill, ſays, the 
Americans will ſee, „that we do not mean to tax 
them.” They have no confidence, Sir, in any of our 


profeſſions or promiſes. The act of. parliament of the 


ſeſſion, or the ſecretary's. official letter, they hold in 
equal contempt. In 1765, there was ſo great a ſtag; 
nation of our commerce in conſequence of the Stamp 
A, that in the following year that unjuſt, as well as 
uncommercial act, was repealed, and all the ſources 
of trade between Great Britain and her Colonies were 
again opened, and flowed in abundance. Norwith- 
ſtanding this, in the very next year, duties to be paid 
in America were impoſed on tea, glaſs, paper, and 


c 


.* fir Grey Cooper, Rt weden fr Slaſh joint er w extents; 
other 
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other” articles, which threw rhe whole empire AGait 
ins convulffors. America faw that we were not to be 
confided in duting the ſhort period of 5 ſingle year, 


E that n tie, even of our own intereſt, could bind 


8 ko any terms of furure ſecurity for ther. It is im- 

offible, without the higheſt mdignation, to reflect 

nf whit a kei elit of pröſperity we are now in con- 
ſequence fallen kts an abyſs of miſery and ruin. The 
diſpoſitions of America in "1566 were moſt friendly aud 
Affectivtiare. The wife meaſure of rhe repeal of the 
Sramp A& diffuſed univerſal joy through the hirteen. 
now Werbe, Colonies, At Philadelphia in May 
—— they unanimoully came to the following reſo- 

lots: * That to demonſtrate our zeal to Great Bri: 
& taln, and our gratitude for the repeal of the Stamp | 
% Act, each of us will, on the fourth of June next, 
ee being rhe birth-day of our moſt gracious ſovereign 
“ George the Third, dreſs ourſelves in a new ſuit of 


the manufactures of En; gland, and give what home- 


ſpun we have to the poor.“ What were the un · 


nimous reſolutions of rhe Congreſs not ten years after, 
in the very fame town? Our enemies have publiſhed 


chert to the world with mockery and triumph. With 
what perfidy has the province of the Jerleys been 
treated! When that province returned to its allegi- 


ace, was it reſtored to the free exerciſe of its trade 


and commerce, and to the ſame protection and ſecu- 
tity as if it had never revolted ? Or did that province 
continue-under the ban of the empire, as a lucrative Job 
to the friends of the Miniſter ?. Yet the Miniſter, in 
the King s name, at the opening of the ſeſſion of parlia : 

ment in October 1775, ſolemnly held out ſuch promiſes 
to the Americans. It is impoſſible that the Coloniſts 


\ SN I 

can have any confidence in ſuch Miniſters, or theit 
agents, or Commiſſtioners; and unleſs men, as well as 
meaſures, are changed, no permanent reconciliation 
can be effected Our perfidy may, indeed, poſſibly be 
retaliated upon us in a mock treaty and a delufive ne- 
gotiation; but no ſtable, ſolid peace can be obtained 
with the Americans by the authors of their grievances 

The ear of England, Sir, is rankly abuſed by Mis 
niſters who pretend to aſſure us of pacific diſpoſitions 
in the Colonies, and a deſire to return to their de» 
pendence on the parent ſtate, when not the Jeaſt 
ſymptom of ſuch a nature has appeated. Has the 
Congreſs, or any one colony, made the leaſt overture 
to a reconciliation, ſince their declaration of indepen. 


dence ? Have not the Americans expreſſed the utmoſt 
abhorrence of the Miniſters, who axe to nominate the 
ſommiſſioners, inſtead of a diſpeſition to treat with 


them? and will they entertain a more favoutable,idea 
of their creatures? I muſt declare that I ſoe ngthing 
in the intended negotiation, but diſgrace and humili- 
ation on out part, after our repeated injuries, except 
indeed a luerative job for five bold, hungry dependents 
\ of the miniſter. Would to God, Sir, I may be miſs 
taken, and that the Commiſſionert may return to Eys 
e 


rope with unenvied wealth and bloodleſs laurels! Their 
grateful country will honour them to its lateſt poſe | 


terity, and-their fame will be immortal. | n 


An honourable gentleman *, one of che greateſt on. 
naments of this House, ſays, that he ob ſerue great be. 
nevolence among us towards the Americans. 1 hearrily 
with that I could diſcover it. Among three ſets of 
gentlemen, mentioned by him, I fear the Americans 


„ Ln und Burke, Eſq, member for Briſtol, + | 


7 1 5 have 
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Amer icans. 
dhe trammels of a deſpotic Miniſter, and ro be obedient 
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have very few friends. All the dependents of adm 
niſtration, the large majotity in this Houſe, who have 
voted all the cruel and oppreſſive acts now to be ſuſ- 
pended, have 2 no great benevolence towards the 
Thoſe, who are accuſtomed to pace in 


to his ſovereign nod, naturally abhor the enthuſiaſtie 
love of liberty, the uncontrouled ſpirit of the ſons of 
freedom in America. I ſuſpect likewiſe that there is not 
much good-will towards our fellow - ſubjects in the Colo 
hies, among the inhabitants in the northern parts of our 
own iſland. It would be a curious ſpeculation to in- 
veſtigate the cauſes of the marked hatred of the Scots 
in general to the Americans. Is it, Sir, that although 
ſome ſmall parts of America are almoſt over-run with 
tories, as others are with different deſtructive animals, 


yet there ſcarcely ever was found a ſingle Jacobite in 
all our Colonies? Are the Scots in deſpair, becauſe 


they have not been able to find/ any thing in North 
America congenial with them? They cannot there 
mingle treaſon with treaſon. Is it that, believing the 
preſent reſiſtance in the Colonies to partake of the 
nature of a true rebellion, they are jealous of ſuch an 
uſurpation of the Americans on their peculiar - preroga- 
tive ? Scotland ſeems, indeed, the natural foyer of 
rebellion, as Egypt is of the plague ; but, Sir, no 
monopolies in this' commercial country are permitted. 
Mancheſter and Liverpool would oppoſe ſuch a mo- 
nopoly, and . juſtly claim no ſmall ſhare in it, from 
their vigorous, efforts in favour of the Pretender in 


1745. Ic will, Sir, be a new and curious ſpectacle in 


1778, to mark the North pouring forth her hardy 
ſons to quell an American, not to aid a native, rebel- 
3 | | lion, 
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non, carefully nurſed in our frozen boſon, and after- | 
wards in 2 tainted part of England Kigaly rendered ' 
and foſtered in its progreſs to the South. The third. 
ſet of perſons, lately mentioned, are the country gentle- 
men. "2 reſpe& the chatacter, but I feat many of them 
are hoſtile to America and American rights. The) 

ate for the moſt part ſteady, not burthened " or per- 
plexed with. many ideas, and perhaps with few of a 
very liberal 1 nature. A Angle principle appears of late 
to Far governed them. "They. hoped to throw of 
from their ſhoulders on | the poor Americans 2 confider- 
able part. of the eriormous burdens, under which they 
groan, of the debts of their late adopted German, and 
the preſent American, WAI. The noble Lord with the | 
| blue ribband had affured them of a ſolid and 1 dubftan- | 
tial revenue from America, - On this plan of Private 
| economy to them the Miniſter bargained for their 
ſupport. | Their diſappointment, and the ſenſe of. his | 


ö 

1 

i 

b jockeyſhip, has undoubtedly much chagrined | them— 

. but 1 will not dwell on this ſubject. Their Jo ſeem | 

: to be. opening, juſt as they are drowning, ; 
1 Another honourablc gentleman .* complains, 40 BED 

n «every thing ſeſpecking the public is in a great de- 5 
4 „ gree neglected, and that ſome of our moſt i impor: 

f «tant concerns are ſcarcely regarded. ” He — 

4 | cordingly, with much good. ſenſe, held. out to the 


Houſe the idea” of a committee to examine into the ex- 
penditure of the public moßey during this War. 1 
agree with him, that nothing is now ſecure, or indeed 
properly taken eare ol. Hence pt the Proteſtant ſuoceſ- 
fon. His propofals meet my full and warm approba- 
tion. Another committee, however, ſeems. to me Ml _ 


an ob; d Mirai re 981 


by Thomas Gilbert, Bſq. mander for Lana. 
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n 


more immediately neceſſary, a committee to enquire 


* *> a+ 


in Evropean armies, the Britiſh bee was feceived 
+3 oft 


nerican hero; that 


could find in bis beart to burn the poor couitry pech 
 Boues wherever be paſſed ; and that he anſwered, that it 


„ce oF this kad dern given the paceing dere th the Committees Oterks p 
dern Hautes. that all private buſinels might be expedited, it having been determined 
to peorogus Parkar ent.on the Thurſday before Raſter, on the 16th of April. The 
ever, kept the Parliament fitting till the 3d of June. 


* 


- 
- * - 
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ſays, © As this: N 
« without the aſſiſtanos of Canadians and Indians, hi. 
« Majeſty ſtrongly recommends it to your care to fur- 
« giſh both expeditions with good and ſuffcient bo- 
dies of thoſe men. And I am happy in knowing 

in among them is ſo great, that 
« there can be uo toom to apprehend you will find it 
« difficult to fulfill his Majeſty's intentions,” In the 


„Thoughts for conducting the war from the fide of 
Canada, by General Burgoyne, which were ap- 


proved by the King, Burgoyne deſires 6 thouſand or mare 


ſavages, Colonel Butler was directed to diſtribute 
the King's hounty-money among ſuch of the ſavages as 
would join the army; and, after the gelivery of the 
preſents, he aſks for 40111. York currency more, be- 
fore he left Niagara. He adds, in a letter on our ta- 
ble, © I flatter myſelf chat you will not think the er- 
« pence, however high, to be uſeleſs, or given with 


« roo laviſh. a hand+--I waited ſeven days, to deliver 


« them the preſents „and give them the hatchet, which 
(« they accepted, and pramiſed to make uſe of it.” 
This letter is dated Ontarid, July 28, 1777. In 


another from the ſame officer it is ſaid, © The In- 


« djans threw in an heavy fire on the rebels, and made.a 


« ſhocking Flaughter with their ſpears and batchers--- _ 


“The ſucceſs of this day will plainly ſhew the utility 
« of your Exeellency's conſtant ſupport of my unwearied 


% endeavours to conciliate to bir Mey ſo ſerviceable 


« a body of allies,” This is a letter from Colonel But- 


ler to Sir Guy Carleton, dated . Camp before Fort Sta- 


. wix, Aug. 15, 1377+  Burgoyne's barharous procla- 
mation appears to be only a, conſequence of his ogei- 
nary iafiruKtions. bro 


Qz General | 


— 
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General Gates s letters have informed the world with 
what favage ferocity and crvelty' the Indians carried on 
a war, to which they were fo ſtrongly invited. An bn 
dian campaign is known to be productive of every 

ſpecies of torture, to which the hiiman' frame is ſub· 
Jet. In the laſt campaign ſcarcely fewer women and 
children in ſome parts where the war "raged with'the 
' greateſt fury, expired under the torture 'of the tomo- 
hawk and ſcalping-Enife, chan were killed by the ſword 
or bayonet among thoſe who bore arms. Colonel But- 
ler's letter to Sir Guy Catleton of July z8ch fays, ' 
many of the priſoners were, conformable to the In- 
«© dian cuſtom, afterwards Killed.“ Has the * Secre- 
-tary ar war yet thanked the ſavages. in the King's nane 
for their alacrity? 1 have not had time fully to examine 
the numerous papers on our table, and therefore 1 am 
ignorant whether we have any letter from his Lord- 
ſhip! ſimilar to that from the Ware office, of the 12th of 
May, , 1768, © that having had the honour of thention- 
sing to the King the behaviour of the derachiments 
© from the ſeveral tribes of Indians, which have lately 
ce been employed in ſculping and tomobawking his Ame- 
4 rican ſubjects, he has great pleaſure" in infortuing 


the general, chat bis Majeſty highly approves of the 
ec conduct both of the Indian chiefs and the men, and 


© means that his royal approbiation ſhould be commun, 
c cated to them thrgugh the general. Employing 4 
6 diaus | in ſuch 2 ſervice gives him [be humane Secre 
4 tary at War] pain, but it is 'necefſaty, © He hopes 
6 they will continue to perfornvtheir duty with alaerih. 


« Every poſſible regard ſhall be ſhewn to their zeal, 
And they ſhall have the protection of the law, and 


25 this office, under every difagrecable circumſtance.” 
as Lord Barrington, Maar ths Plymouth» » 


Mr. 


Mr. Burgoyne held himfelf out as an aue agent 
d on this oecaſion, not by the flighteſt mention of any 
ſuppoſed military. talents, but by ſuch abject flattery 
of the American Secretary, as Lhope no other man in 
Europe oou¹d commit. He declares in a letter to Lord 
George Gerinaine, dated f:om Hertford · ſtreet, Jan. 1, 
17775444 humbly laid myſelf at his Majeſty's feet for 
ü « ſuch active employment! as he might chink me wor- 
| *rhyof>>This was the ſubſtance of my audienee on 
my part. J undertook i n, and I now report. to your 
« Lordſhip,' in the hope of your patronage in this pur - 
« ſuit; a hope, my Lord, founded not only upon a 
« ;uft ſenſe: of the honour your Lordſhip's friendſhip 


. e muſt reflect upon me, but alſo upon a feeling that! 
a « deſerve it, in as much as a ſolid reſpect, and ſincere 
« perſonal attachment can conſtitute ſuch a claim.” In 

- his letter of June 22, 1777, he ſeems to have fully en- 
f tered into the ideas of his principal: for he ſays, that 


© he met the Indians yeſterday in ' Congreſs, and gave 
them a war- feaſt according to their cuſtom,” of 
which wwar-feaſt we know the moſt ſolemn ceremony to 
be drinking human blood out of the ſkulls of their 
enemies. In the ſame conference he conſents to the 
mangling of the dead, forthe ſays that he . allowed 
the Indians to rake the ſcalps of the dead.“ Surely, 
Sir, an enquiry into thoſe horrors, | and the failure 
of an expedition which has not only diſgraced our 
arms, but degraded the name of Engliſhmen, and fixed 
a foul ſtain on our national character, is ſtill more 
. worthy of our enquiry than even the waſte of pub- | 
l, lic treafure, although we are, I fear, if the war | 
d continues, too near the brink of a general bankruptcy. | i 
2 I obſerve, Sir, that gentlemen have this day been 
very fond of giving advioe to Miniſters. I am not | 


. Q 3 fond | 


( 230+) 
fond at any time of giving advice, but I will for once 
follow the example. My advice then, Sir, to admini. 
ſtration is, to fupplicate his Majeſty to order an imme. 
diare ceflation of arms in North America, and to recall 
his forces. Humanity and juſtice call aloud for this 
meaſure, The Miniſter has at laſt confeſſed; r cams 
conquer America. To what purpoſe then are more tor- 
rents of blood to be ſhed? The Americans will accept, 
of they will reject, your propofitionss If they are ac- 
cepted, the war is at an end by conoeſſion. If they ars 
rejected, the end of the war, conqueſt, has been found, 
and is now acknowledged to be, impracticable. The 
ſhedding of the blood therefore of a fimgle man for an 
object, which confeſſodly cannot be obtained; is not 
only unjuſtifiable, but highly criminal. Many of the 
meaſures of oppoſition have been at length adopted by 
Minifters. I hope this, the moſt important of all, will 
have the fame ſucceſs. An immediate deflation of 
arms was propoſed the very firſt day of this ſeſſion, 
by an excellent young nobleman on this fide the 
Houfe . It will do more than all your Gommyſſoners 
can without it. Perhaps it may ſave Howe fram the 
fate of Burgoyne. It will give time for cooling on 
Hoth fides, and at leaft ſhew that you are relenting to- 
wards your brethren, and eager for that peace and recon- 
eiliation, which alone can form the folid happineſs of 
both countries, and muſt be devoutly wiſhed by every 
friend to their mutual proſperity. It may fave the 
fragments of this diſmembered empire, fac I own [ ſhall 
tremble for the fate of Canada, nearly loſt three years 
ago, as well as for Nova Scotia, the Two Floridas, 
and even the Weſt Indian iſtands, if the powerful con- 
federacy of the Thirteen United Colonies continues. 


* Marquis of Granby, Member for Cambridge Univerſity. 


Sir, 
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Sir; L heartily with fucceſs to theſe Conciliatory Mills, 


| and that we may regain by treaty what we have laſt by 


tyranny and arms. I would agree to almoſt any treaty 
rather than continue this ruinvus war, which has caft 
already above thirty millions ſterling, and the Jofs of 
20,000 men. I entirely approve the effort, although 


| Thave my fears chat it i3 made too late. Still, dae bend, 
| fat citd, Let the experiment however be tried, un 
may both Britain and America again form one power- 


ful empire on the principles of equal liberty, juſt, 
mild, commercial, and tolerant! We ſhall then be 
able to ſtand the ſhock of all the udverſe powers of 
the world, again feared- and — 
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Forms of April 2 7778. 


A Motion. was Aude und the Queſtion 2 pur, \ 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill, more effectu- 
ally to prevent che dangerous and unconſtitutional 


practice of giving or granting money to the Crown, 


2 private aid, loan, benevolence, or ſubſcription, 


Mr. Wilks wi, | 


Mr. Speaker, 1 
In this free country, * the people a 0 0 con- 


ſiderable a ſhare in the legiſlature, I hold it to be the 


—_ duty 


for public n Wan _ . of Parlia- 
.. | | 


[ 
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duty of every man to watch over the conſtitution. The 
members of this Houſe are more particularly delegated 

to a charge of this moment and importance. Any 

_wilful negligence or inattention / in us would be a breach 

of truſt. In this thorough conviction L ſhall take the 
liberty of ſubmitting to your conſideration ſome late 

proceedings, becauſe L am convinced they are, al- 
chough countenanced by the higheſt authority, directly 

-repugnant to the genius of our laws. and government, 
The late encroachments on the conſtitution by the ex- 

ecutive power of the. ſtate have elbe been aden 

ror inconſiderable. 

Among the great onnlines of chis manta con- 
ſtitution, [ believe it will be acknowledged, that one 
of the moſt ſtriking is, the power aſſumed and regu- 
larly exerciſed by this Houſe of granting the money of 
the people. This creates the.dependance of the Crown 
on Parliament for ſupplies. The purſe of the nation 
has been ſubje& only to the controul of this branch of 

the legiſlature. | So great a jealouſy has prevailed on 

this occaſion, that the other Houſe have never been 
fuffered to make the leaſt alteration-in a bill, which 
could in any way be conſtrued to be a Money Bill, even 
by a fine or penalty in an enacting clauſe, This, Sir, 
is the plaſtick potoer of our creation. It gives us a cet- 
tain, not a precarious exiſtence. It is the ſingle cir- 
eumſtance, which, under every change of Miniſters, 
enſures our meeting annually within theſe walls, Were 
the Land and Malt taxes made permanent, could a re- 
venue adequate to the whole annual public expence, 
and probable contingencies, with the neceſſary way: 
and means, be voted by Parliament for a term of years, 
"I per the preſent ſet of Miniſters would adviſe as 


long 


/ \ 
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long an intermiſſion of Parliaments as took place under 
ſome of the Stuarts. IL do not mean, Sir, that they 
have now any thing to dread from the tame repreſenta 
tives of an injured people, whom former Miniſters 
who held the ſame: principles and conduct, uſed to ap- 
proach with fear and trembling. Miniſters have nor 
drawn the ſting of this great popular aſſembly. We 
have ſeon this very Seſſion ſuch a ſervile complaiſance, 
ſuch an extreme of contradiction to themſelves, that it 
ſhocks common faith, and muſt diſgrace the Majority 
here in the eyes of all Europe. No Cameleon ever 
ſhifted more ſuddenly to the oppoſite colour than they 
have done from inſolence, intemperate rage, and war, 
to meekneſs, peace, and almoſt Avndlietion: to * 
Americans. „wor eig 20-2 eva $1 40 .. 
Can any thing, Sir, be more alarming to he ac- - 

| knowledged right and privilege of this houſe; than 

the doctrine lately propagated, and the practice begun, 

b of giving private aids, benevolondes, and ſubſcriptions, 

for public purpoſes, to the Crown, without the ſanc- 

, tion of Parliament? The conſtitution has wiſely -placed 

1 in the crown the right of railing forces on a very preſs: 

. ing and dangerous emergency. It is a power neceſſary 


„ for the ſafety of the ſtate, for the defence of the peo- 
" ple. The ſtrongeſt check is however at the ſame time 
1 given to any improper. exerciſe; of this power. It is 
5 controlled by the neceſſity of an application to Parlia- 
"4 ment for the maintenance of ſuch forces. If troops 


could be raiſed, kept up, and paid, without the con- 
currence of this Houſe, the liberties of this country 
muſt be at the mercy of the military, and their com- 
mander in chief, perhaps an ambitious prince. Our 
ute ln, Sir, is not ſilent on this occaſion. , Every 


year 
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| rage. a ſtanding army, and 
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the miling. or, Keeping a ſtanding army within his 
_ * kingdom, in time of peace, unleſs it be with the 


cent of Parliament, is againſt law.” But, Sir, if 
thy Coma can by © preg which is not difputed, 
private loans, benevolen- 
ers, or ſubſcriptions, 4cep this ſtanding army on foot, 


no application-whatever need be made to Parliament 


Qur government would then not be that of the law, 


but of the ſword, to which all appeals muſt be rrifling 
and inefficacious. - Parliaments are now convened to 
vote! the noceſſary ſupplies, which are regularly aſked 
of the commons-on the firſt day of the feflion. If go- 
vernmurnt could receive them in any ather mode than 
by the grants of this Houſe, the legiſlature itſelf would 


| mot only doſe its moſt important fun&ibn, but become 


unneceſſary, and very ſoon obgoxious. The executive 
power muſt be truſted with the raifiog of forces; but it 


s likewiſe the duty of this Houſe to  thelt conſtituents 


to take care that the number of thoſe forces be ſo pro- 


portioned to the defence of the ſtate, chat the ſecurity 


rr the Cubjot may be provided for, and yet no lam 


given to a nation very juſtly jealous of the leaſt danger 
to us liberties; While the military receive their pay 
from the grants of this-Houſe, the maintenance of the 


army muſt depend on the approbation of Parliament ; 


but-if an areful, ot enterprizing, prince can find other 
„the ſoldior will then look up to the prince, 
and nat to the repreſentatives of the people. The ex- 
ceutixe and legifletive power muſt now concur in the 
meaſure ot keeping on foot any number of regular 
troops, both i in its firſt adoption, and continuance, or 
jr cannot de the act of all che conſtituent parts of this 


govern- 


„ 
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. Tf x defigning prince, hoftile, Uke meſt 
princes, to the eauſe of liberty, ſhould be able te taiſe 


an army, n the mad zeal, or inter · 
eſted views, of arty among us, could eontrive to 
hag rg "lraty — What 
— have we for the preſervation of our civil rights 
and privileges > The refuſal of ſupplies in this Houſe 
to force the difbanding an army could have no valid 
effect, for parliamentary grants would not be ſolicited. 
Fucure princes might govern, like the Stuarts, with- 
out parliaments, by the exertion of an over-ſtretched 
prerogative, and even juries be under the controul of 
+ crown ges, when the grand inqieſt of the nation 
was ſuperſeded; t. 
The n ue of this: cowntey; Sit, would be | 
wounded in another branch of the legiſlature, in the 
Houſe of Lords, by any grants of money, but through 


the medium of Parliament. The Peets have un- 


goubtedly the right to reject 4 money bill. They 


may now by their negative force the diſbanding any 


number of troops, which they think unneceffary, or 
dangerous to the ſafety of the nation. This 'impor- 
tant privilege would be taken from them, if ſuch a 


body of troops were to be maintained by any private 


| loans, benevolenees, or ſubſcriptions. The whole au- 


thority of the ſtate would thus be abſorbed in the 
crown, and the two other branches of the legiſlature 
become a mere phantom, CE INNNIY 


do be preſerved. 


1 onpa@t; bir, ahet it wil bo aſked; ave we notied 
x liberty voluntarily to give our money to the crown? 


| Are free gifts from the ſubje& to the King * 


n Sir, ſoarcely a country in Europe, which 
has 


x oY OY GIS ne —— —— ra — — — — — — 
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95.008 greanedundec che, oppreſion of pl an call 
fee: gifts — The very derm is become rigiculous. Magy | 
a pegſant has periſhed in a loathſome dungeon, bo- 
cauſe he would not be,compelled to a don gratuit. The 


Engliſh, hiſtory, fupplies innumerable inſtances of the 
engl exaction of w hat have been termed, voluntary loans 


and. benevolences to the King. Many families have 
been / ruined under the Tudors: and. Stuarts, becauſe 
| they would not be forced to free-zuill offerings to tie 


Sovereign againſt theit conſent. The indiſereet ardour 
of, a fe, begins 2 ſubſcription, or loans and then the 
veſt of a nation ara compelled, under pain f. un aun 
cual diſpleaſure, t cthe ſame exeftion, ſometimes to 
their utter deſtruction. Neither can equality be ob- 


ſorveda in ſuch contributions; whereas the, fair and 


equal proportion af y hat every ſubject ſhopld pa t0 
the. exigencies of the ſtate is one of the moſt 1 important 
ohiects of every legiſiature. It, becomes then the wiſ- 
dom; of parliament. ta: put a, ſtop ta a abuſes of this 
gature by an-expreſs ſtatute, . wal 

I have. heard, Sir, the A&; of the 13th, * Charla 
I. mentioned as an; enacting law on this occaſion; but, 
Sir, itt by no means reaches the (preſent, caſe. That 


A. only provides, 1 that no commiſſions or aids af {bis 


tt nature can be iſſurd ont, or levied, = by autho- 
« xity; of -partiament, and that this Act, anch the ſup 
pi hereby granted, ſhall not be drawn into example 


« for the time to come. The nature of thoſe aid 
and commiſſions was by authority under the great ſcal of 


England, to empgwer certain perſons te receive fuch 


fuhſeriptions qs bis Mejelty' good abjecss Jhould 0 
tuntarily Mer, m perſon, not being à peer of ibi 
nals in ach Ver or preſent, to ou the fon of a0 l. 


nor 


a9.) 


nar any peer of i this realm the ſum 7 400 l. Re * | 


15 always had 1 in this A& to commiſſions iſſued under 


the great ſeal. The neceſſity, however, of ſuch an 
Act, at a, very particular period, plainly ſhews the ſen- 
timents of that Parliament, as to the general doctrine 
of loans and ſubſcriptions, W concurrence of | 


the legiſlature. 


[ 


this Houſe in the n manner and time, which the zealous 
partirans of a deſperate adminiſtration choſe, for the 


4 © a£fs 


the conſent of Parliament. The Miniſter had dictated 


to the majority an | adjournment of a very unuſual length. 


Immediately after, their agents were buſily employed 
in getting fubſeriptions and raiing troops. There, had 
not been the leaſt previous intimation of the new, plan 
to this Houſe, nor the uſual meſſage from the Crown. 
No alarming ftate-ſymptom” na recently a ppeared, 


even according t6 the apprehenſion bf Miniſters. The 


noble Lord * with the blue ribbahd affured us, that 
de knew nothing of a treaty betroten Anierita and Francs, 


mr did be believe its" exiſtence, ſo Judiciouſly' had the 
immenſe fams'we had vored for ſecret ſervices been ap- 


plied. The Houſe adjourned on the roth of Decem- 
ber, and we have on our table a letter from the War 
office of the 16th, in which the ſecretary” at war tells 


a gentleman + very near me, that he was commanded 


by the King te * uaint him that his Majeſty ap 
ce proves of * very 


handſotne offers made by iſt 
© town of Monebifer, through hit, for raifing” a Te 


at Pars of foot at their own IT we Tegitrienr 


0.3 drr N en 2 rn 


7 


There was, Sir, ſomething, peculiarly offene to 


ö 
| 
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« to conſiſt of eight battalion companies, one con- 


% pany of grenadiers, and one of light infantry.” The 
exgernefs of the inhabitants of that /oyal town to ſub- 


ſcribe could only find a parallel in their efforts during 


the years 1743 and 1746, and in the ſplendid zeal of 
another 4quatly 1ell-affefted town. in the ſame county, 1 


mean Ziverpool. It appears from the fame letter, thar 
the Manchefter regiment was to conſiſt of no leſs than 


one thouſand private men, beſides a colonel, lieutenant 


colonel, major, captains, lieutenants, enſigns, ſerjeants, 


corporals, drummers, and fifers. The ſame eſtabliſh 


ment was to take place for Liverpool. Lord Barring- 


ton promiſes, in the King's name, that © the officers 


* ſhall be entitled to baff. ph, in caſe the regiment 
& ſhall be reduced after it has been once eſtabliſhed.” 
This was to be confidered as an engagement from the 


public, although without the leaſt communication 


to Parliament, or conſent of this Houſe. The ſame 
promiſes were made to all the different corps, which 
were to be raiſed during the late adjeurntkent in another 
part af this iſland, where the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in 
the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover is naw declared to be 
the idol of the peaple. All the new · taiſed $cortith te- 
giments were to be entitled to 4olf-pay. Theſe ahſo- 
hae engagerents for public maney to be afterwards 
vated by Parliament, were made in direct violation of the 
rights of che repreſentatives of the people, and are cos 


trary ta bath the ſpirit and letter of this murdered o 
Nitution, On ſuch termm the ſecretary at war's letters. 
on aur. table 2 Colonel Garden e, Calonel Mac- 


kenaie s, Colonel Murray's, Colonel Maclean't, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Campbell's, Lieutenant Colonel Mac 


» 


K regiments 


Donnell's, the Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and 'Liverpool 


( 239 ) 


regiments were to be raiſed. Private fub/eriptions for 


the raiſing of theſe co rps were at the ſame time warmly 


ſalicited by the agents oy admituſtration, and carried 


on with an uncommon ſpirit, immediately after the 
adjournment for the holydays. Some great men had 


the additional douceur of * the lift of the other gen- 


« element recommended through them for commiſ- 
e ſions being honoured with the royal ap ppobation, and 
« the ſecretary s aſſurance 2 that 


they ſhould have commiſſions as fbon as + the regi- 


« ment was raiſed,” belides the bribe of the half-pay. 
The ſeoretary of ftate, Sit, for ms northern depart- 
meat; ventured to aſſert, in the King's name, that theſe 
private ſubſeriptions were con ſtitulionui. In 2 letter from 


that burned Lord , the * of Suffolk, to Sic John 


Wodehouſe 


* Henry — Bart of Suffolk. In wr of , Sled en (he e- rim 1 


foul and polluted a ſtream, before or fince the time of the porjured evidence gt 
Lerd Ruffet und Axernon Sytinty, the Lord H. of Efſciick, as in the ehen 
keretary of ſtate for the northern department. On the d of February, 2550, kd 


voted agairift the Miniftry in the great cauſe of the Middteſex dectienm, and with 
another unhtuſhing apoſtate, the Earl of Buckinghamſhire, figned the remarizblz 
Proteft, in which it is dectared, ® We deem the power Which the Houſe of Commens 
© have aſfamed-to thernſives, df creating a incapacity, ' unknown ts the law, andt 


u thereby depriving, is eftext, All the deRors-of Great Britdin of their invatachle 


« right of election, confirmed to them by fo many ſolemn ſtatures, 4 flagrant uſur- 


« chim of ſhip- Money by King Chris L. or that of the fulpending and difieatng 


« power by Ring James EI. This being indeed, ic our opinion, 2 Tuſpoudiog ant dif- = 


« penſing power aſſumed and exerciſed by the Houſe of Corritnonsagtnftthe ancient 


* indfmdament#? Hiberties of the Kingdom To this Men declarative the names 


of the ferretary of ſtate for the northern department, amd the Lord Lizutinarnof lee- 
land, are ſubſcribed; yet to this hour no ſatistactiom has beer made do theigjure fuse 
holders of Mid leſex, nor is ehe t ull ths ah of OU e, Tha forge ts 


miniſtration com uu the injury, and have been joined in tha violatine of the wen- 


hatution, 4 well as the . . cottry, 1 
gha re. 7 +2347 * 2 47 

— t6 the Tivet of — ad rod erm hte 
lema ſpecies of hypocriſy, and by treachery to -diccaurtry« Ha affable 1609 
ph religious, and impiouſly covered the moſt cruel and barbarous acts with the 


| 
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Wodehouſe of February 19, it is aid, c have hat 
« the honour of laying*before the King 4 copy of the 
cc reſolutions delivered to me , and am now to inform 


SS 2} 


ſacred name fe 1 os eee en Lond Ct 
ham in the Houſe of Lords, Nov. 28, 1777, ſaid, © They [the Miniſters] have let 
the ſavages df America looſe upon their innocent, inoffending brethren ; looſe 
upon the weak, the aged, and defenceleſs ; on old men, women, and children; 
upon the very babes upon the breaſt, to be cut, mangled, ſacrificed, broiled, 
< roaſted, nay, to be literally eat. Was it by means /ike theſe we arrived at that piu- 
nacle of fame and grandeur, - which, while it. eſtabliſhed our reputation jn every 
at quarter of the globe, gave the fulleſt teſtimony of our juſtice, #ercy, and na- 
tional integrity? Was it by the tomobawk and ſcalping knife, that Britiſh valour 
| ® and-þunianiry became in a manner proverbial?” Lord Suffolk anfwered, « We 
« are fully juſtified in uſing every means which God and nature has put into our 
« hands” Parliamentary Debates, vol. IX. p. 25, Were the Brentford bludgeon 
the mans which God ond nature put into the hands of Mac Quirke and Bor to mu- 
der the freeholders of Middleſex ? Can it be believed, that a juſt God, who has 
declared that whoſo ſbeddech man's blood, by mas ſhall bis blood be ſhed, approves the 
pardon of theſe murderous villains by a pious prince; the guardian of our conſtitu- | 
tution? Are tomobawks, ſcalping knives, and bludgeons, honourable weapons of noble 
warfare, or civil conteſt ? Are God and nature to be called in to juſtify the horrid 
cruelties of every Indian ſavage, of the highwayman, foot-pad, or hired aſſaſſin? 
The Earl of Suffolk ſtands forth the profeſſed apologiſt of the heroes Of Hounflo 
and Begſber. He has 'out-bereded* Hered in declamation. General Burgoyne only 
ſays, that he thought © the Indian alliances over-yalued their ſervices - ſometimes 
« inſignificant, "often -barbarous, always capricious.” Speeches, page 3. Lord 
Suffolk declares, that © it wat a very wiſe and neceſſary flep.” n. It was a fa- 
vourits court meaſure, and originated from the Queen's Palace. 

Lord Chatharm ſaid, 4 his Majeſty de King] had too much regard forthe 
« military dignity of his people, and alſo too much humanity to have agreed to 
« ſach a propoſal had it been made to him. Page 96. Lord George Germaine, 
in a letter to General Carlton, dated Whitehall, 26th March, 1777, declares, * bis 
««*Majefly [the preſent King] ſtrongly recommends it to your care, to farniſh both 
rr wrong ed 

Boileau obſerves very truly: 
- - Vn ſot trouve toujours un plus ſot, qui Vadmire.” Thus the dull Suffolk becomes 
an object of admiration to the duller Bute. That grave Seottiſh: peer condemas in 
the lamp the whole Engliſh miniſtry. e i ore Teton Fee" 
but he tells Sir James Wright that he finds Lord Suffolk ſufficiently ſerious, | | 
The epithet of learned given in the ſpeech to Lord Suffolk can hardly. be teal 
| Mriouſly- When it is recollected that his Lordſhip began to learn French after he 
became ſecretary of ſtate. Our fathers were taught by Swift to ſay, 1 know ue 
wary bam my Lord Mayor. mom 01 gy Inge ede ren 
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10 you, that 51. Maj # fully ſenſible of the th: 
« tronal wal and loyalty which dictated theſe reſolu- 
« tions? The moſt important of theſe reſolutions, 
which wete agreed to at Norwich, is the raiſing mo- 


ney by 4 private ſubſcription fot ſeveral avowed public 
rþoſes reſpecking che army. The ſubſcribers not 
only gave liberally from their own purſes, but pro- 
miſed 70 2/e their beft endeavours, and 10 exert their ut- 
moſt influence in that county and city towards tarrying thoſt 
reſolutivns into execution, contrary to what has been de- 
| monſtrated to be the eſtabliſhed doctrine of the conſti- 
| tution, that the crown cannot receive the money of 
the ſubject, for public purpoſes, but through the me- 
; dium of Parliament, It ought ſurely, Sir, to be the 
4 conſem of the whole people by their repreſentatives, 
0 hot the partial benevolence of a few intereſted indi- 2 
: viduals. A few private diſintereſted men may imagine 
„2 favourite meaſute of their own to be a common con- 
* cern of the ſtate, while others make it a lucrative jobb 
0 for themſelves and their dependants, by the gift or 
ft traffick of commiſſions, with the teverſion of balf. -pay 
the for life entailed on the nation. 
0 1 confeſs, Sir, that there is one circumſtance with | 
reſpe& fo the Mancheſter, Liverpool, and ſome Scottiſh - 
fegiments, which gives me pleaſure. I rejoice that 
they are to be ſent to Gibraltar and Port Mahon, to 
replace , the Hanoverians; for I think not only the 
fpirit of the conftitution ron violated, while the 
electoral troops of Hanover remain in poſſeſſion of 
thoſe fortreſſes, but the ſtatute law of the realm may 
de evaded, . In che AR for the further limitation of 
* the crown, and better ſecuring the rights and privi- 
1 leges of the ſubjet, "It is declared, & that all and 
Bild 2 R . 2 * every 
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* every perſon and perſons, who ſhall or may take and 


& inherit the ſaid crown, by virtue of the limitation. of 
te this preſent act, and is, are, or ſhall be, reconciled 
& to, or ſhall hold communion with, the 4 or church 
« of Rome, or ſhall profeſs. the Romiſh religion, or 
<« ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be ſubject to ſuch, incapa- 
cities, as in ſuch caſe or caſes are by the ſaid recited 
« At provided, enacted, and eſtabliſhed.” We all re- 
member, Sir, a very near relation of the crown, the 
HFereditary Prince of Heſſe, married to a daughter of 
England, openly embracing the Romiſh religion. If 
a miſguided prince could ever be ſo far perverted as to 
follow the religion, as well as the maxims, of the laſt 
Stuart King, and the Hanoverian troops ſhould then 
be in poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, although 
the Crown of England would be forfeited, the Elector 
of Hanover might ſtill ſecure the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
important fortreſſes, which belong only to the Imperial 
| Crown: of this realm. 
I approve likewiſe the departure of thoſe: regiments 
on another account. I recolle& what paſſed | in the 
march of the Scottiſh rebel army ſouthward in 1746. 
I ſhall be. glad to hear of their abſence, becauſe I do 
not think an invaſion of this country, at the preſent 
criſis, quite. ſo chimerical a project as. the conqueſt of 
: America. J have read in the London Gazette, where 
truth was found in the laſt reign, a © Liſt of rebel of. 
44 ficers, in the Mancbefter regiment, taken at Carli,” 
by the hero of Culloden. 
I am aware, Sir, that at the period, to which I have 
©. alluded, many ſubſcriptions ere. carried on, and regi- 
ments raiſed, without a previous application to Parlia- 
ment. At the breaking out of that rebellion the legif- 
_lative body was not fitting. A long prorogation in the 
Autunin 
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Autumn, had taken place, as uſual. T he capital ol 


Scotland had ſurrendered to the rebels even before the | 
Parliament could be aſſembled, and never was a more 


ealy, or perhaps willing, conqueſt. The rebels were 
in full march into the heart of the kingdom. Every 
thing dear and valuable to Engliſhmen was at ſtake. 
Without the moſt vigorous exertions, the cauſe of pub- 
lic liberty muſt have ſunk for ever. The greatneſs. of 
the criſis called for thoſe ſpirited meaſures, meaſures 
which could not be warranted in times of profound 
peace and public tranquillity. In this ſenſe only ought 
the famous paſſage in Lord Hardwicke's. celebrated 


ſpeech to be underſtood, The firſt lary of every ſtate 


is the ſalus populi. When he as Lord High Steward 
paſſed — 4 of death on the Scottiſh peers in 1746, 


he obſerved, men of property, of all ranks and or- 
« ders, crouded in with liberal fubſcriptions, of their 


 « own motion, beyond the examples of former times, 


*« and uncompelled by any law; and yet in the moſt 
« legal and warrantable manner, notwithſtanding what 
ic has been gnoranthj and preſumptuouſly ſuggeſted to the 
« contrary.” He delivers the dictum with unuſual and 
indecent warmth, with rhe furious zeal of a convert; 
for of chis ignorance and preſumption his Lordſhip had 


unluckily been himſelf guilty. A well-known letter, 


which is ſtill extant, from him to a gentleman in Sur · 
rey, a near relation of a * worthy, member, whom I ſee 
in his place, in the moſt expreſs terms condemns all pri- 
vate ſubſcriptions to the Crown for public purpoſes, as 

abſolutely illegal. But, Sir, I confeſs that I very little 
value rhe ſentiments of lawyers in general on the great 


topics of government. We have indeed in chis * 


| ® Jamas bees, El; Merider for Survey, | 8 * 
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three of Hour gentleten öf the law, of the moſt et 
kerged underſtanding, and exrenfive” genius; but the 
comtnon vbſer vation ſtill holds good, that lkroyers, of 
All profeffions, feem leaſt to undetſtand the nature ef 
government in general. They ate like uncler-work⸗ 
tnen, whs ate expert enough at maklng a' ſitigle wheel 
in a clock, but are 1 Fnorant how to adjuſt the 
various parts, or regulate he movement. A 555 wie 
and deeply learned whig, Lotd Hatdwicke-s Profeſſed 
model, the great Chancetfor Sommers, would fot, t 
believe, have delivered ſuch à doctride as law. Vet, 
Sit, in my humble idea, thoſe Jubſeriptions were not only 
juttiable, but ee 1 will venture to fay ba- 


Pethay 8, Sir, the the emen of that wicked, with | 
Stored, rebeltion, we ought to have acted as We did 
in the caſe of the embargo « 6h all ſhips laden with Wheat 
br-wheat flour in Seprember 1766, The order of the | 
King and council was certainfy irregular, 32a! ; but 
it ſaved the people from famine, and therefore was 
ſandtified by an Act of the Whole leg iſtarure. The 
preamble of that indemnity bill Tays, 2. which order 


« could hot be juſtified by Us; büt was ſd much for 
e the fervict of the public, and fo necbffary for the 


G Lafery find preſervarion' of his Maj jefty's fubj ects, that 
te ir ought to | be juſtified by Ack ot Parliament alt 
*. expect, Bir, to hear ft 7 chat the 5 


and the whole Rouſe of og This 4 e 
Have fo weight With me; for no man eun be more #ei- 
los to ſtrengthen the hands of gövernment, even t 
ſtrain every nerve of the Kare in 2 Ju war againſt 
wit 4 4 1 France, 


"$1 

France, our ancient enemy, the common int of the 

liberties of Europe. I would however do it · i a par- 
liamentary way. -Ewith this Houſe, in a good cauſa, 

to grant the ampleſt ſupplies againſt that ambitious, 
formidable, and encroaching power, alchaugh I think 

the preſent; Miniſters wholly inexcuſable in being thus 

long | duped; by. her: flimaſy - pretexts, and unmeaning 

yerbal aſſurances. The meſſage to this Houſe; of 

March 17, tells us, chat the conduct of France is * con- 

« trary to the moſt ſalamn affurrances,. and ſubverſive: of 

« the latu of nations.”\: Thoſe moſt. folems affuiances de 

ceived. none at the time but the eredulous gourt of 
England, and the Miniſters on the other fide of the 
Houſe; who wiſhed 10 be-deceived; As to che law af 

nations, in my opinion it clearly juſtified the late con- 

duet of France. I call on any gentleman, the deepeſt 

read in Grotius, Puffendorf, and the other writers an 

the rights of war and peace, and the h f nations, t6 

prove from a ſingle paſſage, that the French ambaſſa- 

5 dor's late declaration is ſubuerſove' of the: law of nations. 
WM fete ge gte ers u th onal 
| the late treaty, on a fasting with all other ſtates. They 
bad by the moſt” public acts, with a full chorus of ap: 
5 plauſe fram almoſt the whole northern hemiſphere, aſ- 
ee Lgedteg, of which they" bal at har 
| time near two years u pafſeſſion., The preſent. conduct 
of France to America hkewiſe receives the fulleſt juſti- 
fearion from the former condut both of England and 
France to Holland and Portugal, when they ſeparated 
from the Spaniſh"*monarchy, and became independent 
ſtates. We both went further than France. has. done 
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al} warlike ſtores, to the revolted ſubjects of the Spaniſh 
monarch. The immediate cauſe of complaint at the 


preſent period. is only that France has concluded 3 
treaty of amity and commerce with America. Is this an 


unjuſt aggreſſion on England? Is this a juſt cauſe of 
hoſtilities on our fide, and will it warrant the involving 
this country as well as France in all the horrors and 
calamities of war? France ſeems indeed to be taking a 
dreadful revenge on us, by ſecuring to herſelf the com- 
merce of America, as an indemaity for all the ſuffered 
during the laſt war; but in the treaty ſhe has acted ac- 
"cording to the /aw of nations. Vet, Sir, if we muſt be 
forced into a war, I do not deſpond. With the ſame 
* 6 ome Om; who ſo IE conducted that war, 

4105 1 30 5 5x aaf and 


. 11th of May 3 On the 
farne day we find by the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, „The Houſe being ins 
formed by 2 member in his place, that-the: Earl of Chatham died this morning 

Reſolved, nemine contfadicerte, 

« That an tramble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty will be gr 
60 ciouſly pleaſes to give directions, that the remains of /i{{;an Piu Earl of Cbatban, 
e be interred gt the public charge; and that a monument be erected, in the Colle- 
# giate Church of Saint Peter's, Weſtminſter, to the memory of that excellent 
$* ſtateſman, with. an inſcription expreſfiye of the pub/ic ſenſe of ſo-great and jrrepa; 
4 rable a loſs; and  oioens jve MO, fans this Houſe will wake goed thy exper 
# ces attending the | 

His Majeſty's; anſwer was on the r3th by Lord North. It did ng expreſs the 
reyal ſenſe ol, or the leaſt congern for ſo great and irreparable a loſs to the nation; but 
arch ated, © that his Majeſty bei commanded him to acquaint this Houſe that 
# will give directions as defired by the ſaid'addrefs.” 

The funcrpl was itdepd pyblic, but conducted with ſo diſgraceful parſimony i 
meanneſs, that the enemies of Lord Chatham's fame conſidered it as an inſult from 
the. Court on his aſhes, after the unanimous reſolution of the Commons of Great Bri: 
tain, and the known ſenſe of the nation, The language of the Qn. Hſe at the 
ime Was, that a man wos li make bis court wery ill by attending Lord Charbam's fee. 
reren, W n 
by ſudden illneſs, 

The late Earl way employed very lule, and over truſted, by the preſent King 

Bute's forbearance in the beginning of this reign was indeed wonderful, for af 
Pp Ones he Fr fp fed ee PAX TS 
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and the ſame noble efforts in the people, I ſhould not 


doubt of equally brilliant ſucceſs, provided we had 
peace with America, to whom in no ſmall degree we 
owe what ſhare of conſideration we have among the 
powers of Europe. The navy of this country, which is 
its ſureſt bulwark, owes its greatneſs to our colonies, 
has grown with their growth, and ftrengrhened with 
their ſtrength; a navy which has ungratefully and bar- 
barouſly laid their towns in aſhes. Trade and com- 
merce, the ſupport of moſt nations, the chief care of 


affairs. 1 fuſpeR it proceeded from political timidity, and perhaps other arrange 


ments not being fully ſettled. His removal was determined from the evening of the 
demiſe of the good old King, but the artful Scot employed all the low cunuing of 
his character to bring it about as the ſpontaneous act of Mr, Pitt hivafelf. | fo this he 
ſucceeded. The great Miniſter was over-ruled with regard ts meaſures ts be taken 
ria Spain, and reſigned Oct. 9, 1761. His meaſures were however adopted ina 
ſhort time, and war was at laſt reluctantly declared againſt Sn ain the ſecond of la- 
nuary following: but a glorious opportunity of making prize of the Galteons had been 

In the Houfe of Lords, Lord Chathara declared, that when be at employed; bis 
royal maſter appeared all grace, goodneſs, and condeſcenion. to him ot, every audience, and 
gave the” warmeſl aſſurances of bis pexverful ſuppart and countenance to all bis meaſure: ; 
wn every thing ſeemed bollow, and was made uneaſy to bim. He akovys found bimfeif 
cruel deceived, ofien het! ayed, and declared thas B. bad us ſerugle. tn affejt; that thary was 
ſme one abenf the court greater than the King himſelf. In the Houſe of Commons he 
had formerly deſcribed Land Bure as woanting wiſthm, ond bolding principles in-ompari- 
ble -with freedom. In the February preceding his death he gave it under his hand, 
in the correſpandence with Dr. Addington, that Lard Bute had brought the King end 
bingdom to uus. | ay TW HON 2 

The late teſtimony of Lord Buto in the ſame publication is very expreſs in favour 


of Lord Chatham. He told Sir Jarags Wright, 4 Lord Cbarbaw Was ane of the very | 
# few he had ever ated with in adminiſtration, who had ſhewt! great honeſty and. 
« generoſity of ſentiment, with a ſincere conduct, and intention for the King 's ant 


« the public welfare.” This evidence, given by | his moſt infidiquy/zbd canceated/ 
enemy, is remarkable; but the declaration at Madrid of a fair and open oe, of the 
Spaniſh Miniſter to the Engliſh ambaſſador in Auguſt 176 f, tot two motuttis beers 
Mr. Pitt's reſignation, is his nobleſt panegyrick. Geneml Wall "obferved; that ar 


that time the Court of London was in the moſt flouriſhing and moſt exalted ftuation it bad = 
ever knqwn, occaſioned by the greateft ſeries of proſperities that avy fiagle ar bad ever x 


met with, Lord Chatham lived to ſee all our glories paſs away, Englane covered 


with ſhame and ridicyle in the eyes of all Europe and Amerigg, above half her ew— 
pire loſt, the proud C triumphing, and the Xing ond &ingdaw brought to rein. © of 
: | "WS | the 
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| the wiſeſl;; have derived their late vi gour ind für 


from America. What dreadful commercial calamities 
have we ſuffered fince the unhappy conteſt with her 
If ſhe jains the whole houſe of Bourbon againſt us, 
Mall begin ta be alarmed for vur ewn- independence. At 
res power and glory of England, which have not, 
till this fatal period, withered like a fair flower, not 
hand mowed by the feythe of all- devouring time, that 
ſtrikes empires from their root, will be in danger of 
being cut off by the ſword of her juſtly incenſed off. 
ſpring. We have been found unequal to the conteſt 
with America alane. A_ Congreſs worthy of Rome, 
while Rome was free, !umidas contudit minas of an inſo- 
lent Minifter, and the venal majority of a Britifh partia- 
ment. All our Miniſters, Sir, havo been groflly ig · 
norant as to the real strength e of that vaſt Northern 
Continent. Even the great man, who i is now removed 
inta the other Houſe, delivered a very weak and ill- 
founded opinion here in the debate on the repeal of 
the accurſed ſtamp act, that abe force of this country could 
eruſh America to atoms, The force of this country, N 


by Heſfians, Hanoyerians, and all the other 


mercenaries, has effected nothing, but — 
retreats, in three years. The united force of Europe, 
Sir, cannat cruſb America ie atams, if we conſider the 
natural ſtrengrh of the various component parts of chat 
immenſe continent. Peace, Peace, therefore with Ame-- 
rica ought to be our object. Force has been found 29 


vnavailing, as ill directed. 


J fear our conduct has — the union eee 
Amezica and France. Since the affair of General Bur- 


goyne, and the French acknowledgement of their Inde. 
aun ir cannot be bes ay: _ the Americans will | 
4 ever 


C a9 ) 


on think of returning to a Dependence on this oh-. 


The experiment, however, Sir, might be made; 
of Anker to detach the United States from 
France, by an acknowledgment -of their Independence, 
and a league of more than amity and commerce, a n 
offenfrue and defenſus with the mother country.” The 
fame religion, language, laws, love of liberty, tho ſame 
common ſtock and progenitors, the genus Latinum, Al. 
banique patres, à reciprocity of the important intereſts 
of commerce, all theſe might conſolidate the baſe of a 
firmer, more compact alliance than ever yet was form- 
ed between two Empires. But alas! perhaps theſe are 


only pleafing viſions, mere phantoms of the imagina· 


non, unſubſtantial mockeries ; and the reality will be an 
obſtinate and bloody war, to be concluded poſſibly; 
even in this reign, in a farther diſmemberment of h 
Britiſh monarchy. - I heartily with, Sir, à war with 
France could be avoided. I know we are unprepared, and 
that the people have no confidence in government. They 


have even a horror of Miniſters, who have loſt more than 


half our empire. The provocation of the day cannot juſ-· 
tify a war. The treaty is only of amily and rommerue with 
America, not of hoftility againſt Great: Britain, or any 
power. England, in my opinion, ought to have dons 
what France has done. But has The, Sir, acted again 
x in a manner to juſtify hoftilities an our part Is the 
principle, or the policy, of our eondutt quite aſcer? 


tained to be Juſt, wiſe, or expedient? An ignorant and 


incapable fer of Miniſters, have brought us into fo diſ- 


graceful a ſituation, that we ean neither proceed with 
fafety, nor retreat with honour. In ſuch contempr is 
this nation now held, that even Portugal, which was 


ately almoſt a province of this kingdom, looks down 
upon us wich inſolence. 


Sir, 


* 
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Sir, the ſpirit of liberty is a ſpirit of jealouſy. It 
| ws to be more ſo than ever at the preſent era, 
which ſeems peculiarly fatal to the cauſe of public fred. 
dam in Europe, while it is victorious in the Weſtern 
world. Every man, who wiſhes well to the free Engliſh 


government, muſt be alarmed. for its lafety, when ho 


reflects on the fate of the neighbouring nations, of the 
moſt conſiderable ſtates. A late event ought always to be 
in the. perſpective of the true lovers of public liberty. 
*The- kingdom of Swedep, by its conſtitution one of the 


freeſt monarchies in the world, has recently fallen under 


the galling yoke of deſpotiſm by the treachery and per. 
Jury of its King. The maſt ſolemn legal obligations, 
and explicit compacts, enforced, as it was ſuppoſed, 
by the moſt ſacred ſanction of oaths, were found in- 
fafficient to ſecure the liberties of that brave people 
from the invaſion. of the military, at the inſtigation, 


and by the command of a monarch, to whom every 


bells of fraud and deceit ſeems familiar. No ſove- 


reign, in any age ar country, ever made ſtronger and 
Iſs equivocal promiſes ta his people, cemented by all 
the holy ties of religian. The ſpeeches from the throng 


always. held. out a profaund veneration for the laws, 


an inviolable attachment to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution. 
The pious hypocrite not only expreſſed his own abhor- 
rence of arbitrary power, but declared that he would 
conſider thoſe as the worſt enemies of his perſon and 
government, as the vileſt traitors to their country, 
who ſhould in any way, and under any pretence, ſeek to 
add ta his power, or to introduce an unlimited autho- 


_ rity in his perſon. He even pretended to think it his 


greateſt glory to be the firſt citizen of a free country ; 


and he afſerted, that to govern it free and independent 
| was 


; 
r 
. 
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was his higheſt ambition. He repeatedly, with great 
parade, reminded. the Swediſh nation of the oarhs he 
had raken to them, and the excellence of the conſtitu- 
tion, to which he was ſo religiouſly attached, while at 
the ſame time he was meditating the means of enſlav- 


ing his people. By the affiſtance of the army he has ac 

quired the moſt abſolute aud deſpotic power. Ac- 

cording to the new * form of government the States 
cons: N 


* From the PANTY GaztTTx of Sept. _ 1772. 

Stockbolm, A. g. 21. Yeſterday being the day when the form of — 
feworn to by the King, of the 29th of May, and by the ſtates the 1ſt of June, wasts 
be aboliſhed, and a new one to be produced in a plenum plenorum of all the orders, 
a large detachment of guards was ordered to take poſleſſion 'of the ſquare where the bayſe 
of Nebles Hand,; and the palace wat invefled on all fid:s with troops, 2 
placed in the court near the bal! where the Plates were aſſembled. 
Nm ü GN 
haad the ſilver hammer of Guſtavus Adolphus, with which he made a ſignal for 
fence, an office uſually performed by a ſenats', but none were preſent. His Ma- 
jeſty concluded his ſpeech by aſſuring the plenum, that he did not deſire the ſo- 
vereignty, and would take a ſolemn oath to renounce it, which he immediately did. 

His Majeſty then ordered the new form of government to be read by a Secretary 
of reviſion. This piece conſiſts of above forty articles; the eſſential ones a 

1ſt. The King is to chu/e the ſenate himſelf. 

_ 2dly. His Majefty is to call the ſtates together whenever he pleaſes, and to fo- 
them alſo when he pleaſes, after three months. 

3dy. The contributions are to be given by · the ſtates, but, if not granted within 
three months, the old ones are to remain; in ca. of invaſion, or preſſing neceſſiey, tis 
Maj ſiy may impoſe ſome taxes for raiſing money tall the flases can be af, 

Achly. i- hie; e adi they n dun .. ale but whot bis 
Majeſty pleaſes to lay before them, 

5thly. His Majeſty has the ſole diſpaſition of the army, navy, and finances, and 
of all employments, civil and military. . 

As ſoon 2s the whale of this piece was read through, his Majeſty atked the s- 
num if they would give him their oath to obſerve this form of government; which 
deing anſwered in the affimative, he required them immediately to ſwear to it, 
which they did accordingly. His Majeſty then required the Speakers of the r- 
pective orders to come to the table and fign and ſeal the new form. 

After all-this ceremony was over, the King ſtood up and ſaid, that it was proper 
ly thank amg bey God for bis affiiance, in bringing about ſo happy an event; and 


Falligg a Pim Dock, ont of ths echt, Fo na | 
Fat $igumpanicy þy the allembly. ck 
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ef Sweilen earthor aſſemble but by tho royal permiſſion, | 
The King is to chuſe the ſenate.” They have 9 
right to deliberate upon any thing but what the King 
pleaſes to lay before them. If the contributions are 
| nat granted within three months, the old are to re. 
main. In caſes: of neceſſity the King may impoſe 
taxes, till the ſtates are aſſembled; There would 
have been no neceſſity for this, if a ſlaviſh party among 
is own ſubjects had been willing and able, by any pri- 
vate aids, loans, benevolences, or ſubſcriptions, to 
Put t it in his power to ſupport a military eſtabliſhment, 
"and to raiſe new levies at his pleaſure, He, as well as 
the ſovereign of England, has the ſole diſpoſition of 
"the army, navy, and all employments civil and mili- 
tary. The perjured ſovereign-of Sweden, by the aſ . 
 fiſtance of only a ſmall part of the military, has en. 
- Baved his people, and made himſelf the abſolute tyrant 


of limited monarchy, in which he was born and edu. 


"4ated, and whole een * Was we to = 
ſerve . 5 h f N 5 
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Ni W then permitted the ſtates to kifs his hand, after which be leſt thb 
vom, and ebe flates ſeparated tyichout krowing v whether they were io meet ct again or l. 


"This depends on bis. M. A pleaſure. * 
4 * In the King of Sweden's ſpeech” at the opening of the diet on'the 25th of 


June, 1771, he declared, . Born and dducated among you, I learned from my early i 


L youth to Jove my country, to conſider it as my greateſt happineſs that / 2041 a 
r Jede, a8 my greateſt glory, that | was the firſt citizen of a fre: people. to ſee 
& this nation happy | is my firſt object; to govern a free and' independent peort, 
"the height of my ambition. Do not fuppoſe theſe are vain words, contradicted 
© perhaps by the ſecret ſentimbũts of my heart. They are the true picturo of a 
* hear: glowing with the mot ardent love for giory, and for my country. E beat 
tr too honeft to diate what it does not feel, 2c þ ute ever to recede from an engagement,” 
On the 28th of February, 1772, his Swediſh Majeſty folemnly confirmed by oath, 
and his ſignature, the twenty-four articles of the 7 of loud er ablig ation to the pl 


Mr. Sheridan ſays, 1h King, who that” morning [Aug. 19, 1772.] A. from bis bn ; 


"thi weft tel Priel in Kurdi, ir ibe ſpace of two bars fendered 2142 Is oljolu 


1 « 


| 
{ 
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Tow, Sit, that in the important motion which k 
have the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe, I ſtand 
on the firm conſtitutional ground of Engliſh liberty, 
and the rights of Parliament. I therefore particularly 
claim and call for the ſupport and aſſiſtance of thoſe, 
whom I love and venerate, the real whigs, and friends 
of this excellent conſtitution. - They are naturally jea- 
lous of every infringement on the peculiar privileges of 
this Houſe, as the repreſentatives of all the Commons. 
The fundamental rights of Engliſhmen have always 
been their peculiar_care, Any acceſſion of power to 
the dangerous influence- of - the Crown, without the 
ſanction of Parliament, they muſt reprobate. In this 
caſe our very exiſtence, as-a legiſlative body, is brought 
into jeopardy. From every principle of duty to the 


at Stael bola, than the French monarch js at Ferſoilles, or the ra e. at 1 


ml. Page 300. - 


Since the eſtabliſhment of W Ann your 2780, the 
« Swedes had hitherto beheld Ag rer an, Fm and 


; © Frederick Adolphwis.” Page 255. 


A hiſtory of the late nden in ede by Charles FrandisShorkdan, Bg. 
of Lincoln's Inn, and Secretary to the Brigiſh Eprvy js Sweden at Op 
timè of the late revotutitn, © - 

: The King of Sweden plainly tated of the King of England; 
but every brave Engliſhman will exert hinſelf that no King of England ſhall-ſacceſy- 
fally follow the conduct of the King of Sweden. He'was congratulated in the'higheſt 
trains of flattery by the carts of Fraice and England, n n 
their jo on this victory over. Liberty. 2 + 

The French Gazette gave a falſe and partial accouke- + this 3 rn 
Which was ſaid to be ps priprts; urid obſerved, * tout tanmquoit A {a Mazeſte 
Sus doiſe ; alle rie t pas manque à elle mem; fa. prudence, fa fermeic) fon 
Promo diſons mieux, ſa, vertu a ſupples à tout. Les ſeuareurs, aflernbles Cans 

4 leurs falle ordinaire, 6to!ent aux fendtres lorſiſue des officiers vinrerit let apporter 
*Yortre de reſter tranquiltes dans.) napparttinett- ils vouturent- Wake MeV 
* leur pouvoir Ariſtocratique n'impoſoit plus; ils durent obgir.” | 

, The priſent King of Sweden was in Paris at the time of his tathers death, i in 


kama 391. - Its seed, tht he phancd in n run of the- 
bertigs of his country. 
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free ſyſtem: of government under which we Bre, and 
even of ſelf. preſervation, this motion ought to be ſup-- 


1 ; and in conſequence I hope for unanimity, when 
ſu 


pplicate the Houſe, © that leave be given to bring 
s in a bill more effectually to prevent the dangerous 
« and unconſtitutional practice of giving, or granting, 
*< money to the Crown, as a private aid, loan, bene- 
<. volence, or ſubſcription, for public purpoſes, we 


| 40 out che n, of Parliament.” 


4. 


Vorzs of April 16, 1778. 


The Lord North preſented to the Houſe (according 


to order) a Bill for enabling his Majeſty to ſettle on 
< their Royal Highneſſes the Princes Frederick, biſhop 
«of Ofnaburgh, William Henry, Edward, Erneſt, Au- 


ce us, Huguſtus Frederick, and Adolphus Frederick, 


4 an annuity of fixty thouſand pounds per annum; and 
« alſo to ſettle on their Royal Highneſſes the Prin- 
a ceſſes Charlotte Auguſta Matilda, Auguſta- Sophia, 
« Elizabeth, Mary, and Sophia, one other annuity of 
c thirty thouſand pounds per annum; and alſo to ſettle 


« on his Highneſs Prince William Frederick one other 


& annuity of eight thouſand pounds per annum; and on 


<< her Highneſs the Princeſs Sophia Matilda one other 


<« annuity of four thouſand pqunds per annum; ad 
the ſame was received, and read the firſt time, 1 


ordezed to be read a ſecond time. 


” 


"8 . — 1 
„ 


1 
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Mr. Wikes Rid, 
Mx. Speaker, 
The very title of the bill, which the — Lotd 
with the blue ribband has juſt preſented to che 


Houſe, will give the trueſt pleaſure to the friends of 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. A Royal Family, already ſo 


numerous, is an invaluable addition to the national 


ſtrength and importance. Every Engliſhman, who is 
at heart anxious not only for the permanent, but the 
perpetual, preſervation of our liberties in the auguſt 
line of Brunſwick, muſt now enjoy the higheſt ſatiſ- 
facton. The alarming fears, which our anceſtors -at 
yarious periods experienced, from a ſuſpicion of the 
failure of ſucceſſion to the Imperial Crown of theſe 


, realms, are not likely to diſturb their poſterity. We 
live in happier times. The gratitude of this Houſe to 


heaven increaſes every year, with the fortunately proli- 
fic, annual increaſe of the Royal offspring * We 
triumph in thoſe indearing pledges of our monarch's 

love, and the public felicity, which an all-bounteous 
Providence continues to beſtow on this peculiarly fa- 
voured nation. The kingdom at large contemplate 
with rapture his Majeſty's numerous, and ſtill, I hope. 
increaſing progeny, as inſuring even beyond our chil- 


dren's children, to the nati natorum, et qui naſcentur ab 


ills; the bleſſings and glories of his reign. It is the 


( * in the Cam ſeſſion, by the votes of Nov. an 1757, it appears that the Houſe 
« reſolved, that a congratulatory meſſage be ſent to the Queen, on the birth of 


another Princeſs---to aſſure her, Majeſty that this Houſe will ever retain the trueſt 
ſentiments of duty and nm EEE LY 2 
* many blefſings,”” : 


1 a 


— — 
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duty of his faithful commons here to do more, t6 pro. 
vide for them in a_ manner. aloquate to their exalted 
birth and royal dignity. 

The meſſage, Sir, from the crown points out tb us 
che proviſion, and the mode of it, which is defired.. 1 
Sire my hearty conſent to the grant. It will be 4 
| Ser Gert of the Engliſm nation, worthy « of the great 
perſonages, in whom we have ute fo 1 important an in- 
tereſt.” Hereafter, Itruſt, we may claim a ſhare of their 
Future fame and glory. Vet Sir, 1 regret, that it is 
not made a certain proviſion for them dufing his Ma- 

Jeſty's life; and the Duke of Glouceſter's, as well as 
during the life of che Prince of Wales, or the ſucceſ. 
ſors of the reigning monarch. It is only to take effect 

after the demiſe of the crown, and on the death of the 
Duke of Gloncefter. Sir, if 1 underſtand the bill in 
Your hand, it compels the Prince of Wales to grant 
out of the hereditary revenues of the crown the annual 
ſum of 60,000l.. to the King's ſons, 30,0001. to his 
daughters, and 12 ol. to the children of the Duke ck 
Glouceſter, during their reſpective lives; but no per- 
manent proviſion is made for them during the preſent 
reign, of the life of the Duke of Glouceſter. ' The bill 
effectually ties up the hands of che ſucceſſor, but leaves 
the Prince on the throne the option of any proviſion 
for the children and other very near relations of the 
crown” during the life of his preſent Majeſty, and his 
next brother. I defire to be ſet right, if have mil. 
Kated che bill, which has juſt been read to the Houſe, 


ol ell} N orth ſaid, * the honourable — is 


— 
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« the Duke of Glouceſter.” Mr. Wilkes then ad- 
ded 

| abit, Sir, to the Houſe, that in this reſpe& the 
bill is imperfeck. The proviſion for the younger 
branches of the Royal Family is not an immediate cer- 
tain proviſion, but to take effect at a diſtant period. 
They are left at the preſent moment without the 
ſmalleſt fixed revenue, or ſupport, independent of the 
crown. The ſovereign makes no grant, but we are 
taking away, without "bi conſent, during his minority, 
a part of the hereditary revenue of the Prince of Wales, 
for the future maintenance of his brothers, ſiſters, and 
the more remote branches, 

The example of this generoſity is not given by the 
father and the ſovereign to his firſt ſubject, although 
it comes in the mode of a paternal precept. We leave 
them now in a ſtate of the moſt abſolute dependance 
on the crown, on the caprice of the ſovereign, or per- 
haps the mercy of the Miniſter. The bill rherefore, 
in my opinion, ought to be extended to a ſettlement of 
the ſame revenues to take place immediately, and to be 
ſecured by the fulleſt parliamentary grants irre vocably. 
The ſtrong ties of blood in the firſt degree would in 
this caſe coincide entirely with the wiſhes of the people. 

I may ſurely, Sir, leave in all ſafety to the ſervants of 


the crown ſo acceptable a ſervice to the beſt of princes 
and of parents, * 


A circumſtance, Sir, of the utmoſt importance ſeems 
on this occaſion to have been intirely neglected by 
Miniſters, It is remarkable that the children of hi 
Majeſty's next brother, the Duke of Glouceſter, are re- 
cognized and provided for by this bill, before there has 
becn a notification in any way to Parliament, or to the 


8 public, 
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public, of his Royal Highneſs's marriage, I have 
not, Sir, the leaſt doubt of the legality of that mar- 
riage, but I know that. ſtrong doubts have formerly 

been entertained, even by ſome of the preſent Mail. 
ſters. The noble Lord with the blue ribband is as ill 
informed on this ſubject as he has been all along re- 
ſpecting America, when he ventures to afſert, that no 
man no has the leaſt doubt remaining. In conſequence 
of the general uncertainty in the minds of the nation a 
very few years ago, the Privy Council entered upon the 
enquiry of the legality of the Duke of Gloucefter'; 
marriage. They received evidence, which, as it is re- 

ported, ſatisfied them; but as that evidence has never 
been communicared to the public, a degree of ſcepti- 

ciſm I know has continued. I wiſh it removed. It 
will be undoubtedly, when Parliament ſhall be treated 
by Miniſters with reſpect, when the great council of 
the nation ſhall be furniſhed with the proofs, which 
flaſhed conviction on the minds of the Privy council. 
The repreſentatives of the people, Sir, have ſurely a 
right to examine every thing reſpecting the fucceſſion 
to the Imperial crown of theſe realms, becauſe they, in 
conjunction with the other two branches of the legilla- 
ture, have by an expreſs * Act of Parliament the power 
to make laws and ſlatutes of ſufficient force and validity to 
limit and bind the crown, and the deſcent, limitation, inhe- 
ritance, and government thererf. The maintaining the 
contrary doctrine by writing or printing is declared 2 
ſpecies of high treaſon, and whatever laviſh poſitions of 
+ hereditary, divine, indefeiſable right may be adopted 


in 


3 6 "WY ch. vii . 1. 
I It is neceſſary ſometimes to remind the tools of an arbitrary court, that there 
Lan 17 no right to the Imperial crow i: of theſe realms but a farliamentary rights The 
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in deſpotic countries, and by modern courtiers here, 
the people of England in general conſider their crown 
as the free gift of the nation, ſettled on their own terms 
and conditions v. We Know that the Britiſh crown is 
not in the gift of the reigning prince. He is only te- 
nant for life, while he obſerves the original compact. 


mere bereditary right would be ſtronger in the houſe of Savoy, and even in that of 
Bourbon, than in the Brunſwick nne. This will er from ** following ſhort 


genealogical ta table. 
1. I; 
Charles I, James J. 
, Bo | 2. 
Henrietta Maria, Duchefs of Orleans. Elizabeth, Electreſs Palatine, Queen of 
Bohemia. | | ; 
OY 3. 


Anna Maria, Ducheſs of Savoy, wife Sophia, Electreſs of Brunſwick. 
& Vitor Amadeus II. proteſted in 


$700. 
Houſe of Savey. ; 
| 4- + b 
Marie-Adelaide Ducheſs of Burgundy, George I. 
afterwards Dauphineſs. Houſe of Brunſwick, 
| *. | 
Lows XV. 
Hine of Bourbch: 


If the Parliament had not changed the cider of fucceſſion to the crown, tlie Houſt 
of Savoy would have ſucceeded, for their right is derived from the daughter of 
Charles I. whereas the Brunſwick line are deſcended from the daughter of James I. 
a degree more removed The gift of the crown is in the man in the peoplb 
by their repreſentatives: 

The firſt King of the Houſe of Brunſwick. appeared to acknowledge this with 
gratitude, when he took for the motto of his coronation medal, Volente, per P. 
The motto of the preſent King, Patris ovanti, was not ſo happily choſen. The 
Ovation is deſcribed as the ſmaller T-jumph, of which the poor ſacrifice was a Sheep, 
Ovi. It ſhould ſeem almoſt prophetic of the American war, for Aulus Gellius 
Tells us, ® owandi, ac non triumpbandiz cauſa eſty quum aut bella non rice w_ 
lu neque cum juſto beſte gefta ſunt.” | F 

At the Ovation a crown of myrtle; not of laurel, was uſed. The fame learned 
Roman ſays, „quod non Martin ſed quaſi Venerius quidam tfiumphus foret. 
This too may ſeem berge of the preſent reign, and of- the numerous royal 
progeny. 


8 2 | The 


*F ( 260 ) 

The people, Sir, in conſequence, poſleſs the right 
to be informed of whatever reſpects the ſucceſſion. All 
we know as to the marriages of the King's brothers 
amounts to this, that they were private and clandeſtine, 
and that no proof of their legality has hitherto been 
given to the nation. The proofs of thoſe marriages 
ought to be communicated to the two Houſes of Par- 
liament, while the parties are ſtill alive, and the wit- 
neſſes with us may be examined. The facts may now be 
aſcertained with preciſion. If any doubts have been 
ſuggeſted in this age, they may be removed by thoſe 
living witneſſes, to whom no recourſe can be had in. | 
ſucceeding times. I regret that there are ſo many bi/- 
toric doubts in our hiſtory x. Poſterity has this Juſt | 
claim on the preſent generation, that our fields may | 
not be again deluged with the blood of a brave people | 
in a fatal civil conteſt. Should the ſmalleſt degree of 
ſcepticiſm now exiſt, the progreſs of it, if not timely | 
checked, is known to be rapid, and it would acquire a 
ſtrength even from the general deſtroyer, Time. a 
The fulleſt light ought 1 to be thrown on a tranſ- 
action hitherto covered with clouds and darkneſs. 

This enquiry, Sir, I likewife conſider as a point of -1 
national honour. and Juſtice to ſeveral foreign princes, ] 
who are allied by marriage to the crown of Great Bri- t 
tain, The Houſe of Naſſau, to whom we owe the re- 
ſtorer of our violated conſtitution, the King of Den- 

* Mr. Horace Nabil publiſhed in 1763, an exceltent Quarto, intituled, Hifori: 
-Do:bts on the: Life and Reign of King Richard the Third, The intent of this ſpeech 
ſcems to be the prevention of all b;/oric doubts on the events of the reign-of Georgs t 


the Third. Mr. Walpole ſays, page 30 “the doubts on the validity of Edward's 


| C 
« Marriage were better grounds for Richard's proceedings than aſperſion of bis h 
e miucber's honour, On that invalidity he claimed the crown, and obtained it; and 

E 


00 n ſuch univerſal concurrence, that the nation was wadoubtedly on his fide. 4 


haha; ESE mark, 
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mark, the Princes of Brunſwick and Heſſe, and ii 
of the Proteſtant line, are actually in the parliamentary 
entail of the crown. They will think that we are pro- 
ceeding in a very arregular manner, when we make 
ſettlements on the children of the King's next brother, 
as legal heirs of the crown after the children of the 
King, before the marriage of his Royal Highneſs has 
been publickly recognized. 

Sir, in this bill ] ſhould have been happy if hives 
had been a clauſe reſpecting her Royal Highneſs the 
Dutcheſs: of Glouceſter, for whom no eſtabliſhment is 
mentioned, although the Bill contains a proviſion for 
her two children. The honour of the nation, and the 
ſplendor of the Britiſh Crown, call upon us to proceed 
to aſcertain an adequate proviſion during life for the 
wives of the Royal Brothers. It would have naturally 
taken place in a bill of this nature, conſecrated to the 
Brunſwick line, the elected of Heaven and the people, 
as the protectors of our liberties, if miniſters had 
adopted the ſame liberality of ſentiment, which per- 
vades the nation. Is this Parliament, Sir, doomed to 
counteract the wiſhes of a whole kingdom? or is it 
- meant to attempt the ſubjecting every branch of the 
Royal Family to the ſame ſervility, which has charac- 
terized the preſent majority in this Houſe? 

There is not, Sir, a private gentleman among us, 
who has not painful ideas from the precarious ſituation * 
of the two Royal Ducheſſes, almoſt unparalleled in any 
family of diſtinction. They have till to expect, from 
the merited eſteem of the nation, an eſtabliſhment ade- 
quate to their high rank, and the additional luſtre it 
has received from their unexceptionable, I might ſay 
exemplary, conduct. I hope ſuch a proviſion will be 

S 3 | made, 
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made, and I am very happy that the worthy * Baronet 
near me has given the Houſe aflurances of his moving 


it in Parliament, if it continues to be neglected by 
adminiſtration. The motion will come from him 
with weight and dignity, nor can there be a doubt 
of his generous endeavours being crowned with luc- 
ceſs. | 

To facilitate, Sir, ſo important a buſineſs, the pre. 
vious ſtep I nave mentioned ſeems neceſſary. Every 
communication ought to be made to parliament, which 
can elucidate a matter at preſent obſcure, that we may 
know the ſure grounds on which we proceed. We 


hall then be in poſſeſſion of thoſe clear proofs alluded 


to, without which I do not think we can with propriety 


enter upon that clauſe of the bill in your hand, Sir, 
which reſpects the deſcendants of the Duke of Glou- 


ceſter. I therefore hope, Sir, for the concurrence of 


the Houſe in a motion for * an humble and dutiful Ad- 
* dreſs to the King, that his Majefly cwould be gracionſy 
6 pleaſed - to order the proofs of the marriages of their 


Fe Royal Highneſſes the Dukes of Glouce/ter and Cu uber- 
te land, to be laid before this Houſe.” 


The mation was ſeconded by Lord Irnham, member 
for Stockbridge, but withdrawn on the requeſt! of Sir 
James Lowther, Notwithſtanding the importance and 
dignity of the whole buſineſs, it was hurried by ad- 
miniſtration through both houſes, with a precipitation 
indecent with reſpect to Parliament, and not very ho- 
nourable to the ſeveral illuſtrious perſons, who were 
the objects of the bill. Lord North delivered the meſ- 
ſage. from the King on the 8th of April. A bill was 
ordered to be prepared and brought in on the ſame day, 


* Sir James Lowther, Baronet, Member for Cumberland. 


The 
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The bill appeared i in the Houſe on the 1oth, Friday ; 


was read a firſt and ſecond time, and committed. 
April 13, Monday, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the 
committee, went through the bill, received the report 
of the committee, and ordered the bill to be ingroſſed. 
The bill was on April 14 read a third time, paſſed, and 
ſent to the Lords. April 15, the Commons received a 
meſſage from the Lords, by the Lord Chief Baron 
Skynner and Mr. Baron Hotham, that the Lords had 
agreed to the bill. On the 16th of April, the eighth 


day only after the meſſage of the crown, the bill re- 
ceived the . aſſent. 


f 
Vorxs of May 26, 1778. 


A motion was made, and che Queſtion being put, 
that this Houſe will now reſolve itſelf into a com- 
© mittee of the whole Houſe ro confider the fate and 
condition of the army which ſurrendered themſelves 
« priſoners, on convention, at Saratoga in America; 
*and alſo by what means Lieutenant General Bur- 
*« goyre, who commanded that army, and was included 
in that convention, was releaſed, and is now returned 
to England;“ 


It paſſed in the negative. 
The motion was made by Robert viner, Eſq. mem- 
ber for Lincoln. He ſtated a variety of queſtions, to 
which he deſired anſwers from General Burgoyne. Sir 
Hwy I; General Burgoyne's colleague at 
84 Preſton, 
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Preſton, proceeded to put ſeveral other queſtions, when 


he was interrupted by the Speaker, who obſerved, that 
the motion had not yet been ſeconded. A filence of a 
few minutes enſued. © MIS 


Mr, Wilkes then roſe, and faid, Ra 


Mr, Speaker, 


I riſe to ſecond the motion of the honourable gentle. 
man; but I confeſs that I am not a little embarraſſed 
as to the mode of our proceeding on this fingular bu- 
ſineſs, I entirely approve the motion as far as it goes, 
and will give it a firm ſupport. At the ſame time I 
declare, that I think ir too narrow, and that it ought 
to be amended and enlarged by ſome general words, 
which would comprehend all the tranſactions of the 
northern army in America during the laſt campaign, 
prior to the affair of Saratoga. I believe that I 
am not at liberty both to ſecond the motion, and 
to propoſe an Amendment, I ſubmit ta you, Sir, 
the point of order. I rejoice that the honourable 
member is now among us, for I hope to obtain from 


him tbat information which Miniſters have denied 


to this Houſe, I think that information ought to 
include every tranſaction of moment from the Ge- 
neral's leaving Europe to his embarking from America. 
Truth will, I am perſuaded, at length reach the pub- 
lic ear, I do not, however, Sir, in this fair and full 
hiſtorical detail mean to include a relation of the mi- 
litary operations cf the laſt campaign. The Houſe 


may not be competent to a deciſion on thoſe ſubjects. 


But, Sir, I would go much farther than the honour- 
able gentleman, who made you the motion. I would 
. | cloſely 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
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cloſcly purſue the ſteps of thoſe, who with wnhallowed 
feet invaded America. A nice. ſenſe of national ho- 
nour calls upon us to enquire into the cauſes of the loſs 
of an entire Britiſh army by a diſgraceful capitulation, 
into the particulars of the treaty with the ſavages, 
their conduct during the campaign, the imputed cru- 
elties, and particularly the ſetting fire to villages and 
houſes of the country people, without any apparent 
neceſſity from military motives. . Theſe important 
conſiderations, with many others, are nor compre» 
hended in the motion of the honourable gentleman. 

Sir, I deſire it may be underſtood, that I do not 
riſe to bring a charge againſt the commander in chief, 
but, as a*public man, to aſk that information, which 
can beſt be had from an intelligent officer of high rank, 
juſt returned from the great ſcene of action. I am 
ſure he will moſt willingly give it to the Houſe. Every 
Gazette of Europe and America has publiſhed the dif. 
grace of our arms at Saratoga, the ignominious termg 
of the convention, the charges of frequent murders 
and maſſacres of the defenceleſs inhabitants, and the 
wanton dey aſtation and burning of the country by the 
Britiſh troops. J am entitled to the General's thanks 
for aſſiſting in giving him this long-wiſhed 3 
nity of clearing up many particulars confeſſedly 
plexed and intricate, of juſtifying himſelf, and . 
under the charges which have been exhibited, at the 
bar of the public, by half the printed papers of almoſt 
the laſt twelvemonth. His delicate feelings will al- 
ways reſpe& the opinion of his country, and he will 
lien with attention to the voice of the people, poſ- 
ſeſſing an undoubted right to ſcrutinize his conduct 
as well as that of "voy man in their ſervice, and the 

| military 
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* military ſervants of the Crown mentioned in the procla- 


mation. I ſhould rejoice that the unhappy impreſſion 
made on the minds of men by that proclamation iſſued 
by che General laſt June from the camp at Putnam 


Creek was done away. It bears his name, and is, I 


believe, avowed. The candid part of th world will 


be anxious to have the ſame clear evidence of his wiſe 
conduct and humanity in North America, which he 


often gave there of an active ſpirit, and great perſonal 
bravery. It would ill become me, Sir, on this mo- 
mentous occaſion, to take up more of your time. The 
impatience of the Houſe is highly raiſed, and juſtly 


excited, by objects of infinite conſequence, and cannot 
fail of being compleatly gratified. 


„ 
| The Hon. Charles- James Fox, member for Malmeſ- 


bury, propoſed an amendment by inſerting, after con- 
ider, the words, of the tranſactions of the northern 
army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and of.” 
The motion for the amendment was ſeconded by Tho- 
mas Powys, Eſq, member for. Northamptonſhire. 

Sir William Meredith, member for Liverpool, late 
Comptroller of his Majeſty's houſehold, faid, that the 
honourable gentleman [ Mr, Wilkes] had criminated in 
a cruel manner an unfortunate general, and made uſe 
of injurious and unbecoming expreſhons againſt an of- 


cer of diſtinguiſhed merit, w ho had ventured his life 
in the braveſt manner on many occaſions. 
Earl Nugent, member for St. Mawes, declared, * 


there was not the leaſt blame any where in his opi- 
nion, but a ſeries of unexpected events, which were 


the fortune of war; that every thing reſpecting the 


charge of inhumanity, or cruelty, or unſoldierlike treat- 
ment, Was merely a vague report; that he had read 


every 


f 
| 
| 
] 
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every thing publiſhed on the occaſion, dd would ab 
ſert, that not a ſingle paper, or letter, of authenticity, 
had appeared to juſtify any harſh expreſſion againſt the | 
commander in chief of the army which capitulated at 

Saratoga. 


Mr. Wilkes replied, 
Mr. Speaker, 


Tam on this occaſion merely the echo of the public 
voice, I have made no perſonal attack on the com- 
mander in chief, nor undertaken to ſupport any charge 
againſt him. Meaſures, and not perſons, I deſired 
minutely to inveſtigate and examine. The epithets, 
which I employed, were to facts and events not con- 
troverted, I ſuppoſe it will be admitted, that the 
convention in 1777 at Saratoga was more diſgraceful 
than the capitulation at Cloſter Seven in 1757, becauls 
the troops in Germany kept their arms. 

I have not proceeded, Sir, at any time on vague re- 
port, I referred to authentic letters publiſhed by order 
of the Congreſs, and to other ſtate papers of unqueſ- 
tionable authority, which demand the moſt ſerious at- 
tention, and niceſt ſcrutiny. The memory of the no- 


ble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, muſt either be very confuſed, 
or his reading very confined. 


General Burgoyne then, in a long ſpeech, went into 
2 full ſtate of his conduct the laſt year in North Ame- 
rica. His voice was on that day weak, and not diſ- 
tinct. Many gentlemen near him loſt ſome entire ſen- 
tences, and the concluſion of moſt periods. But he 
has ſince given the public The ſubſtance of General 
hBurgoʒ ne's ſpeeches on Mr. Vyner's motion, on the 


6 26th 
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* 26th of May, and upon Mr. Hartley 8 motion, on 
4 the 28th of May, 1778.“ 

In this publication he has melted down, and reduced 
Into one, the two ſpeeches on the 26th of May. The 
— 8 is given in a note to page 8. This part of 
« the ſpeech, included between crotchets, was omitted 
« at the time of the preceding and following parts, 
< and delivered ſeparately upon @ ſecond call of My, 
% Wilkes ; but is now inſerted in its proper place, as 
<« better connecting the whole matter ſpoke to by 

4 General Burgoyne.” 
After General Burgoyne' s firſt ſpeech, 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. "AM | | 


The honourable gentleman has ren us a good deal 
of the ancient Roman hiſtory, but overlooked two or - | 
three important queſtions relating to very modern 
tranſactions, and our own hiſtory. I wiſh, Sir, an an- 
ſwer to the charge I have repeatedly read of the burn- 
ing villages and houſes, and the wanton deſtruction ] 
and devaſtation of property, during the progreſs of the c 
northern army under his command. c 

One word, Sir, before I fit down, on what is ſtated b 
by the honourable gentleman, as an event in the Roman 8 
hiſtory ſimilar to the affair of Saratoga. A conſider- 0 
able Roman army was ſhut up by the Samnites at the U 
Furcæ Caudinæ, obliged to capitulate, and with their 00 

Ito paſs under the yoke. So far is retailed out to « 
us, but the ſequel of the tranſaction is not mentioned. 6 
1 ſhall give it briefly to the Houſe. Early in the fol- 40 
lowing year, the Dictator Cornelius Lentulus put him- 00 
ſelf at the head of tbe ſume Roman legions, and gave 


11 Samnites a total overthrow. It was no article of 6s 
the | 
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the capitulation at Caudium, that the /ame. troops ſhould 
not ſerve again againſt the ſame enemy. The Samnite 
general, Pontius, was the very next year after the af - 
fair of the Caudine Forks, with the whole Samnite ar- 
my, forced by the Romans to paſs under the yoke, un- 
armed, with only one garment each, that the former 
ignominy might be retaliated by the ſame troops off 
the ſame enemy. The high Roman fpirit ſoon made 
a conqueſt of the whole country of the Samnites, af- 


| terwards of Italy, of the world, 


The queſtion was put on the amendment; when the 
numbers were, 95 for the amendment, againſt 3 it 144. 
No diviſion took place on the motion of Mr. Vyner. 

General Burgoyne, in his publication, has paſſed 
che higheſt compliments on Major General Gates, and 
on Major General Schuyler, commander in chief of 
the northern department, whoſe family treated him 
with every poffible ESE ation of beſpitality. 

Speeches, p. 10. 

In the . Trial of Colonel David Henley,” pubs 
liſhed by General Burgoyne, he tells the court · martial 
of © the very honourable treatment ſhewn us by Ge- 
e neral Gates,” page 57. Let us now hear the charges 
brought by theſe two American Generals, Gates and 
Schuyler, againſt General Burgoyne, and other Britiſh 
oficers. In a letter to his Excellency John Hancock, 
Eſq. Preſident of Congreſs, dated Head quarters, 
„Aug. 28, 1777,” General Gates ſays, © The horrid 
© murders and ſcalpings, paid for and encouraged by 
« 7 ieutenant General Burgoyne, previous to his defeat 

at Bennington, will for ever ſtain the honour of the 


© Britiſh arms. In one houſe, the parents, with fig, 


children, were moſt cruelly butchered ; and this po · 


i lite macaroni paid ten dollars for each of their ſcalps. 
| Heaven 


— — — 
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_ „eren has, I hope, in ſtore, ſome 1 5 for 


4 ſuch unheard of crimes.” 
. American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 444. 


The American Remembrancer is an hiſtorical collection 
of the London Gazettes, the reſolutions of Congreſs, 
authentic letters, and all papers of authority relative to 
the grand American diſpute. 


bs Major General Gates's letter to General Bur. 
goyne, dated © Head quarters of the army of the 
* United States, Sept. 2, 1777, it is ſaid, I am 
& aſtoniſhed you _ ſhould mention inhumanity, of 
< threaten retaliation. , Nothing happened in the ac- 
* tion at Bennington, but what is common when works 
& are carried by aflault. 

That the ſavages of America ſhould, | in their war- 
« fare, mangle and ſcalp the unhappy priſoners who 
6 fall into their hands, is neither new nor extraordinary; 
& but that the famous Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
c in whom the fine gentleman is united with the ſol- 
e dier and the ſcholar, ſhould hire the ſavages of Ame- 
* rica to ſcalp Europeans, and the deſcendants of Eu- 
te ropeans; nay more, that he ſhould pay a price for 
* each ſcalp ſo barbarouſly taken, is more than will be 
& believed in Europe, until authenticated facts ſhall, 
« in every Gazette, confirm the truth of the horrid 
ce tale. 

_ * Miſs M'Rea, a young lady, lovely to the fight, of 
e yirtuous character, and amiable diſpoſition, engaged 
4e to an officer of your army, was, with other women 
% and children, taken our of a houſe near Fort Ed- 
« ward, carried into the woods, and there ſcalped and 
66 '* mangled 1 in a moſt ſhocking manner. Two parents, 

© hb ns. 
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« with their ſix children, were all treated with the ſame 
© inhumanity, while quietly reſiding in their once 
« happy and peaceful dwelling. The miſerable fate 
« of Miſs M'Rea was aggravated by her being drefſed 
« to receive her promiſed huſband, but met her mur- 


« derer employed by you. Upwards of a hundred 
«© men, women, and children, have periſhed by the 
« hands of the ruffians, to whom, it is aſſerted, you 
© have paid the price of blood. The late Colonel 
« Baum's ſervant, who is at Bennington, would have 
come to your Excellency's camp; but when I of- 


« fered him a flag, he was afraid to run the riſque of | 
t being g ſcalped, and declined.” 


American Remembrancer, val. V. p. 455. 


General Burgoyne acknowledged, that be obliged the 
Indians to deliver the murderer into bis bands, upon the 
firſt intelligence of this event; but we are ignorant of the 
terms on which the murderer obtained a pardon. The 
General too cloſely copies the example of his Royal 
Mafter. The murderer did not ſuffer an ignominious 
death. Is not that murder yet «nexpiated ? The fate of 
the unfortunate Miſs M*Rea. is almoſt the American 
ſacrifice of Iphigenia, according to the wonderful de- 


ſeription of the tender and pathetic Racine, which har- 
rows the ſoul with terror: 


Un pretre, environne d'une foule cruelle, 
Portera ſur ma fille une main criminelle, 
Dechirera ſon ſein, et, d'un oeil curieunk, 


en Dans ſon cœur palpitant conſultera les Dieux &. 
. 11 IIjphigeénie en Aulide. 
; | 3 ++ hana ven 2 . 


pectoribus inhians ſpirantia conſulit exta. Virg. En. b. 4. 63. ; 
n 


CG 


In General Gates's © General orders, iſſued on the 


6th of September, 1777,” it is ſaid, “If the mur. 


tc der of aged parents, with their innocent children; if 
* mangling the blooming virgin and inoffenſive youth, 
& are inducements to revenge if the righteous cauſe 
« of freedom, and the happineſs of poſterity, are mo- 
* tives to ſtimulate the army to conquer their merce- 


e nary and mercilefs foes, —the time is now come, &c, 
6 &c. ” 


American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 459. 


In a letter from Major General Gates to General 
Burgoyne, dated at Saratoga, Oct. 11, 1777, we read, 


the cruelties which mark the retreat of your army, in 


cc burning the gentlemens and farmers houſes as they 


went along, is almoft among civilized nations with- 


ce out a precedent; they ſhould not endeavour to ruin 
* thoſe they could not conquer; this conduct betrays 
t more the vindictive malice of a Monk, than the ge- 


* nerolity of a ſoldier.” Pol. V. p. 461. 


The following inſtance of public virtue in Major 


General Schuyler ought to be given for the noble 


example. It will exceedingly aſtoniſh General Bur- 
goyne, and ſome other Britiſh officers. Lord Beau- 


champ, one of the Lords of our treaſury, will ab. 


ſolutely proteſt, that it is not barely paſſible. Bucking- 
ham houſe will employ Sir John Dalrymple to 
contradict it from << original papers in the Depot at 
« Verſailles, the King's Box, and letters in Doctor 
North collection, which the Doctor will again be fo 
45 good a as to ſhew bim,” and every courtier will affect to 

BG: | 04 44, 2. believe 
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believe that. Schuyler was a penſioner a and recerved 
that money from France. | 


C In Congreth, May 3 — : "51 


«© The committee upon the Treaſury report, 

6 That the commiſſioners for ſettling the accouiits 
« of the army in the northern department have pro- 
4 duced to the Treaſury Board, among other accounts 
« adjuſted by them, a general account of the receipt 
e and diſburſement of Major General Schuyler; and a 
« ſeparate account of the diſpoſal of ſpecie remitted 
« to him by Congreſs and otherwiſe, for cartying on 
e the military operations in Canada. That the laſt- 
© mentioned account has, at General Schuyler's imme - 
« diate requeſt, been examined by the Board of Treg- 
« ſury, with the ſeveral vouchers; that it appears to 


- © this Board, that before General Schuyler was ſupplied 


« by Congreſs with any ſpecie at all, he ſent into Ca- 
© nada, for the public ſervice, more than 3250 dollars 
te in ſpecie, that he ſent ſuch farther ſims in ſpecie in- 
* to Canada, raiſed on his ptivate credit, that when 
the army retreated from thence, he was in advance 


« upwards of the value of 10, ooo dollars in ſpecie 


e above what he had been ſupplied with by Congreſs 
« —that to reimburſe his friends, who had lent him 
« the, ſaid ſpecie, he, after his retreat from Canada, 
* drew out of the military cheſt ſeveral ſums in ſpecie, 


« with which it was ſupplied after ſuch retreat; but 


that he remains, upon the final ſettlement of the ſaid 
account, in advance for the public in ſpecie, upwards 
* of the value of 3250. dollars more than he ever re- 
< ceived in ſpecie, having taken continental money in 
* payment thereof. That i it further | appears from the 


”_ | * ſaid. 
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- © ſaid account and vouchers, that none. of the ſpecie, 
*< ſupplied to him by Congreſs. before the retreat from 
Canada, remained in his hands more than two days, the 


* ſame being delivered over to the Deputy Paymaſter 
© General, 


ce Reſolved, 


38 © That the faid Report be - accepted, and that the 
7 fame be publiſhed. 


Extract 8 the Minutes, | 
„ CHARLES Tromsox, Secretary,” 


| American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 281. 


T1 he Ruſſells, Hampdens, and Sydneys, will look 
down from heaven with rapture on ſuch public Ame- 
rican virtue, on the Waſhingtons, Schuylers, | and 


Gateſes, while they turn indignant from degenerate 
| Britain. 


« By Philip Schuyler, Edi 
% Major. General in the army of the United 


. ©, States of America, and commander in chief 
of the Northern department. 


. To the inhabitants of Caſtleton, of Hubberton, 
< Rutland, Tinmouth, Powlet, Wells, Granville, 
c with the neighbouring diſtricts ; alſo the diſ- 
c tricts bordering on White Creek, Cambden, 
* Cambridge, &c. &c. &c. 


ce Whereas, Licutenant General John Burg one, com- 
ce manding an army of the, Britiſh-troops, did, by.a 
ce written paper, by him ſubſcribed, bearing, date at 
ce Skeenſborough Houſe, on the roth day of July i in- 
5 ſtant, require you to ſend from your ſev eral town- 

be ſhips, 
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ir ps, deputations conſiſting of ten perſons or ors 
& from each rownthip; t6 meet Colonel Skeens at Caſ- 
tc tle-Town, on Wedneſday, July 15th, at ten in the 
t morning, for fandry purpoſes in ſaid paper mention- 
te ed, and that you were not to fail in paying obedience 
1 cherets; under pain of military execution : Whats 
« ever, my countrymen, may be the oſtenſible reaſons 

t for ſuch meeting, it is evident the enemy niean to 
te prevail on you, by threats and promiſes,” to forſake 
« the cauſe of your injured country ; to aſſiſt them in 
i foreing ſlavery on the United States of America, and, 

te under he ſpecious pretext of affording you protec- 


* tjon; to Bring on you that miſery, which their pro- 
© miſes of protection drew on ſuch of the deluded in- 


« habitarits'of New - Jerſey, who were weak enough to 
« confide i them; but who ſoon experienced their fal- 
* lacy, by being treated, indiſcriminately with thoſe vir- 
e tuous citizens who came forth in the defence of their 
« country; with the Hoff waiiton barbarity, and ſurb as 
tr there bath not ever diſgraced Barbarians. They 
« eruftly bure bered, tuitbout diſtintrion to age of ſex; ra- 
« vifſhed children from ten to women of eighty years of age; 

« —they burnt, pillaged, aud deftroyed whatever came into 


« their power ; nor did thoſe edifices dedicated to the wor- 


« ſhip of Almighty God eſtape their facrilegious fury. Such 


© were the deeds; ſuch rity were inconteſtibly proved 


cc to be, Which have marked the Britiſh arms with the 


® riot indelible ſtains, Sc. &c. &c. 


Given under my hand at Head. quarters, 
| rer Baan, July 19th; 1777. 
% PHIEIif ee 
« By che General's command, | 
„ HENRY B. LEVIx Gro, A. p. 2 * 
American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 443. 
1 2 I will 


„ 

I will not multiply proofs. The fifth and fixth yo. 
lumes of the American Remembrancer contain num 
berleſs. 5 | 
_ Can we now be ſurprized at what G Burgoyne 
declared on Colonel Henley's trial, page 1332 This 
* is but one of ſeveral inſtances that might be ſelected 
< from theſe proceedings, to ſhew the degree of ran- 
« cour to which the minds of the American ſoldiers 
„were excited; but what follows can only be a fine 
ſtroke of Indian eloquence, to prove the powers of the 


pen of the General, Children, that had ſcarcely loſt the 


* taſte of their mother's milk, grew athirft- for blood.” Is 
this the calm, temperate accuſer of the impetuous Colo- 
nel Henley? What a candid inſinuation to a court- 
martial, about a priſoner on his trial, is that remark in 
page 63, from the 19th of December, the hands of 


Colonel Henley were unimbrued in blood till the 8th of 
% January!“ 


General Burgoyne ſays in page 6th of the Speeches, 


ec the proclamation, which the honourable gentleman 


Mr. Wilkes] in my abſence treated with ſo harſh 


ce terms, I avow, was penned by myſelf. The defign 
< was to excite obedience, firſt by encouragement, and 
next by the dread, not the commiſſion of ſeyerity— 
to ſpeak daggers, but uſe none.” Daggers and ſwords 
are fair and honourable weapons againſt domeſtic ty- 
rants and foreign foes ; but what can juſtify. the cruel- 
ties of the /calping-knife and tomobawk ? Were our In- 
dian allies provided with, daggers and ſwords, or 
with ſcalping-knives and tomobawks ? Is this juſt and 
Chriſtian warfare? General Burgoyne declares that he 
meant © the dread, not the commiſſion of ſeverity.” 
His words excited the ſavages to every Horror. The In- 


3 Li de A dians 
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Fans acted under that proclamation, alleged the orders 
of 2 Britiſh General in the King's name, and held them- 
ſelves juſtified i in © the aeg of ſey erity” and 


cruelty. 


| „Leger, Noob 20 1777. 

«© The ſurrender of General Burgoyne and his whole 
army will determine all the Indians, who, under the 
« Britiſh influence, were maſſacring the frontier inhabi- 
« tants, to ſue for pardon and peace. The tribe of St. 
« Francis, on the borders 1 * have _— de- 
« fired protection.“ | | 


American Rembttibrancer; Val. V. b. rot. 


8 


- juſtice to General Burgoyne ro bes chat i in 

his letter to Major General Gates, of Sept. 6, 177), he 
ſays,““ Vour intelligence, reſpecting the cruelties of the 
Indians, is falſe, except in the above inſtance” [of 
Miſs M Rea]. American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 457. 
The capitulation at Saratoga was Oct. 17, 177. I do 
not find however that General Gates has retracted any 
of the charges, which he brought * General Bur- 
goyne. 

The proclamation, amen by the humane pen of Ge- 
neral Bur gayne, boaſted '** of the meſſengers of wrath | 
„waiting his enemies in the field, deyaſtation, famine, 
and every concomitant horror. One ſhould ſuſpect 
that what is related of Plato really happened to General 
1 Burgoyne, that a ſwarm of bees fixed on his lips in his 
4 cradle, as a preſage of the ſweetneſs of his elocution. 
vl He ſpeaks of „ giving ftretch to the Indian forces un- 
* * der his direction, and they amount to thouſands, to 


1 overtake wherever they may lurk, &c. &c. &c.“ In 
T4 the 


4 


[0.8 85 
* ee 890 peeches, p. 3, it is ſaid, * the * 
te of them 1 60 Indians] was only juſtifiable, when, by be- 
cc ing united to a regular army, they could be kept under 
40 conwoul.” The Congreſs in the Addreſs to the 
e inhabitants of the United States of America, May q, 
« 1778;” declare, * the Tule of warfare (with the In- 
6 dians] is promiſcuous carnage, who rejoice to mur 
* der the infant ſmiling in its mother's arms, to in- 
t flict on their priſoners the moſt excruciating tor- 
* ments, and exhibit ſcenes of horror from which na- 
: ture recoils. Mr. Wilkes was therefore juſtified 
when he declared, that the proclamation of General Bur- 
goyne was © ſhocking to a civilized and generous na- 
fte tion, and, as a ftate paper, diſgraced our country.” 
Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter, Vol. VIII. p. 10. And 
in a ſubſequent debate, that ** no man, who has read 
that proclamation, and Major General Gates's letter, 
e will ſhed the tear of pity o aver the misfortunes of Mr, 
6c. Burgoyne, p. 135, General Burgoyne, in his 
Speeches, page 7, ſays, © His proclamation ſerved to 
5, procure him reſpect and acknowledgment whenever 

ehe afterwards travelled through the country.” In 
the ? Addreſs « of the Congreſs to the inhabitants of the 
60 United States of America, “ it is ſaid, “ A General, 
t who. calls himſelf a Chriftian, a follower of the mer- 
F<, ciful Teſus, hath dared to proclaim to all the world 
4 his intention of letting looſe againſt us whole hoſts 
66 of ſavages, whoſe rule of warfare is promiſcuous car- 
ds nage, &c. &c.“ In Congreſs May 9, 1778, Re- 
; ſolved; That it be recommended to miniſters. of the | 
FF goſpel, of all denominations, to read, or cauſe to be 
ſc Trad, immediately after diving ſervi ice, the above 


W Addreſ; 


DD 
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a Addreſs to the inhabitants of the United States of 
«America, in their reſpective churches and chapels, 
« and other places. of religious worſhip.” Publiſhed 


by order of Congreſs. | 
Caaniys Taows0, Sec. 


1050 George Gerthite has informed mankind fronk 
whom the idea of making Indian ſavages ſer ve with the 
Britiſh troops as ' fellow ſoldiers originated. General 
Burgoyne's own nature is certainly mildneſs, huma- 
nity, and courage ; but he has been in very bad com- 
pany. His ſentiments, in February 1775, were well 
expreſſed by himſelf in the firſt volume of the Parla- 
mentary Debates, pages 250, 2513 but ſince I ſuſpect 
that his peace of mind is departed, and * ſlumbers 
are often diſturbed 


With ſcreaming borror*s funeral cry. Grar; 


He ſaid, ** Let every action of rhe unhappy conflict 
be directed and marked by that temper which ever 
« ought to diſcriminate the corrrection of the ſtate: 
« from. the ſudden and impetuous impulſe of paſſion 
and revenge.“ He had not then been perſonally 10 
his Majefty in bis cloſet, nor humbly laid himſelf at his 
Majeſty's feet for Juch active employment as he might think 
lim worthy of, as he mentions in his letter of Jan. 1; 
1777, he had @ few days ago. Is it poſſible that the 
ſame man, whq was inſpired with ſuch noble ſenti- 
ments in 1775, could in 1777, in the King's name, 
iſſue a proclamations penned by himſelf, | in which he 
talks of giving a ftreteb to the Indian forces, of executing 
the vEXGEANCE of the Hate, of the meſſengers of wrath, 
of devaſtation; famine, and. every concomitant borror ? 
This Britiſh General, however, declares himſelf a ſe- 


T 4 rious, 


Cato.) 


rious, good believer, and makes a parade of his con. 
ſeiouſneſe. of Chriſtianity, and his Royal. Maſter's cle. 


mency. The ſtory of the prophet Eliſha and Haxae 


muſt ſurely have affected him. And Hazael ſaid, 

„Why weepeth my Lord? And he answered, Becaus 
I know the evil that thou wilt do. unto the children 
& of Ifrael : their ſtrong bolds wilt thou ſet on fire, and 
& their young men wilt thou ſlay with the ſword, and will 


iq daſh their children, and rip up tbeir women with child.” 
And Hazael ſaid, But what, is thy ſervant. a dog, 


that he ſhould do this great thing? 2 Kings, chap, 
vili. v. 12, 13. 

If Mr. Burgoyne is to be tried by his own declara- 
tions in the ſpeech of Feb. 27, 1775, let him furniſh 
the evidence. Nle ſays, © Let a perſuaſion uniformly. 
ce prevail, that upon a review of our conduct hereafter, 
& by our diſpaſhonate and impartial, countrymen, our 
Fc bravery will be judged by the teſt of our compaſſion.” 
The public have a juſt elaim on him in a caſe where 


the national honour is ſo deeply intereſted. Why is 


His juſtification delayed? He knew the ſuſpicions 
which were gone abroad even in 1775. In that famous 


ſpeech; he ſays, © in ſome of the licentious prints of 


the times there liave not been wanting ſuggeſt:ons to 


« the public, that a ſanguinary miniſter. had hole 
the generals beſt fitted by their inclinations to carry 


6 havock and deſtruction through the continent of 


* America.“ The general was certainly well grounded 
in the fact, and the [/ugge/ftions' were thought to ariſe 
from the cruel outrages at Preſton, of which he was 
Judicially convicted. His ſituation in 1775 was effen- 
tially different from that in 1777. He declared to the 


Houle of nem in n, 177 5, © it might be 
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« thought that I ſought the ſituation in which I am 
6 going to be 3 1 publickly declare I did 
not ſeek it.” But Jan. 1, 1777, he writes,“ I humbly 
« 1ajd myſelf at his Majeſty's feet for ſuch active em- 
« ployment as he might think me worthy of.” The 
fact cannot be controyerted, that Sir Guy Carleton's 
military command was in 1777 confined to the boun- 
daries of the Province of Quebec ; and even General 
Burgoyne, in the ſpeech of May 26, 1778, ' mentions 
« the diſappointment of Sir Guy Carleton, in not being 
employed to conduct che campaign of 1777.” Ge- 
neral Burgoyne was commander in chief the laſt cam- 
paign in North America. It becomes him to juſtify 
his conduct againſt / the declaration of Congreſs of 
May 9, 1778. The courſe: of their armies is 
marked by rapine and devaſtation. Thouſands, with- 
* out diſtinction of age or ſex, have been driven from 
& their peaceful abodes, to encounter the rigours of 
e inclement ſeaſons; and the face of heaven hath been' 
60 inſulted by the wanton conflagration of defenceleſs 
* towns. Their victories have been followed by the 
* cool murder of men no longer able to reſiſt ; and 
e thoſe who eſcaped from the firſt act of carnage have 
© been expoſed by cold, hunger, and nakednefs, to 
« wear out a miſerable exiſtence in the tedious hours 
* of confinement, or to become the deſtroyers of their 
© countrymen, of their friends, perhaps (dreadful 
« idea) of their parents or children, &c. Nc. The 
papers which, General Burgoyne ſays, are now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Secretary of State, page 2 of the ſpeech on 

May 26, 1778, will undoubtedly be a full anſwer to 
the Congreſs, for it is impoſſible to conceive that the 
General ſhould be the only Engliſhman who did not 


om 
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- feel bie lee of bis o. beautiful words in che end 
of Feb. 27, 1775, „There is a charm in the very 
% wanderings. and dteams of Liberry, that diſartit an 
cc. Engliſhman anger,” 2 

When General Burgoyne declares; “I cannot but 
66 lament he | Lond D Germaine] did not produce 
c other letters of mine,“ the General's Tamentations 
cannot be very ſincere, fot he may produce his own 
letters when he pleaſes. He fays, in regard to the 
& report. made by myſelf, I acquit the King's Mi- 
te niſters of any blame in #0? yet hewing made # public, 
e becauſe it was ſo voluminous that the papers could 
& not be digefed and copied, with the-conftant labour 
« of three clerks, before laſt Saturday | May 23), 
& when they were put into the hands of 4 noble Lord, 
< ſecretary of ſtate for the American department. 
* Bur, I truſt; that noble Lord will now loft 20 finie to 
nale public matters of ſuch importante." Lord George 
Germaine has not yet made public matters of this in- 
ortance, which we find were 'digefted, and delivered 
to him ſo long ago as the 23d of May. The ſuſpicion 
is, that he never will; but why does the General de- 
lay his juſtification ? He ought to account to the na- 
tion for the loſs of an entire Britiſh army, Which he 
commanded, in 4 country which he Knew, Where he 
had ſerved the preceding year. The command was 
warmly ſolicited; - and he fucceeded, to the ti/apprint- 
ment of that brave and experienced olßcer, the gallant 
defender of Quebec, Sir Guy Carleton, who nobly 
gave him every kind of aſſiſtance. The plan of the 
campaign he had ſettled with the King in his cloſet. 
His reqaifitions had in mamy inſtances been exceeded; 
the I regulars, rank and file, the immenſe artil- 

4 lery, 
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 lery, the corps of watertnen, the 2,000 Canadians, the 


1,999 or more ſavages, &c. &c. &c. Let him then 
give ſolid reaſons for the national diſappointment, and 
he will more than ſtand excuſed. The ſame tender 
compaſſion and pity, which James II. experienced 
from the generous Engliſh, when he was brought back 
to Whitehall from Rocheſter, and General Burgoyne 
found from the Americans after the - capitulation at 
Saratoga to the hour of his. embarkation for Europe, 
will infallibly be the never - failing attendants on his 
cauſe in England. Let him plead to the juriſdiction 
of the public, and not loſe himſelf in filly complaints of 

being debarred, by an interdiction, from the preſence of hit 
Sovereign, page 27. He ought to dread the Ning'r 
cloſet. Is there any one of the preſent Miniſters would 
truſt himſelf there, with only the Sovereign, on any 
important bufineſs ? Poor Yorke? He was a man of ſpi- 
rit, for he bad a quick ſenſe of ſhame, and death bas re- 
deemed his charaRter. General Burgoyne ought to have 


foreſeen, that, if he was unfucceſsful, although he 


had exactly fulfilled all the parts of his duty, he would 
experience every kind of bad treatment and ixjury from 
the moſt treacherous court and adminiftration in Eu- 
rope. He fays, that“ he is an injured individual, 
and, * that he apprehends he is a marked vim to bear 
the ſins that do not belong to him, page 42. Let 
him prove this, and the juſtice of the people will be 
his ſhield, They will never ſuffer him to be a vidtim 
for obedience-to orders from a man, who ought long ago 
to have been a victim to military juſtice for diſobedience 
of orders; a'man reprobated by all the good and brave 
in Chriſtendom, but whom his. King delighterb. 10 bo- 
nour, The nation ought to judge. In the to ſpeeches 

| of 


+ 
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| of laſt May to a venal- majority in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, he did not ſucceed in any one circumſtance. 
Let him now appeal to the public, or return to Ame- 
rica, to abide, as he ſays, the common fate of bis bro. 
thren in the army; and there let him endeavour to al- 
leviate the miſeries of the meritorious ſoldier. 

It becomes daily more important for the General to 
juſtify himſelf under the ſtrong accuſations of the 
Americans, which are renewed on every occaſion. In 
2 printed letter of Samuel Adams, Eſq. as it is ſaid, 


to the Britiſh commiſſioners, is the following paſſage, 


* You have told the Congreſs, if after the: time that 


<6: may be neceſſary to conſider this communication and iranſ- 
& nit your anſwer, the | borrors and devaſtations of war 


e ſhould continue, wwe eall God and the world to witngſs, that 


&« the: evils, which muſt follow, are not to be imputed to Great 
<« Britain. I wiſh you had ſpared your proteſtation, Mat- 
t ters of this kind may appear to you in a trivial light, 
tc as mere ornamental flowers. of rhetoric ;. but they are 
ec ſerious things regiſtered in the high Chancery of 
Heaven. Remember the awful abuſe of words like thoſe 
«© by General Burgoyne, and remember his fate,” page 


308. In Congreſs, Jan. 8, 1778, it was Re- 


« ſolved, that the charge made by Lieutenant Ge- 
* neral Burgoyne, in his letter to Major General Gates, 
&« of the 14th of of November, of a breach of public 
&« faith, on the part of theſe States, is not warranted 
« by the juſt conſtruction of any article of the conven- 
«© tion of Saratoga; that it is a ſtrong indication of his 
intentions, and affords juſt ground of fear, that he 
6 will avail himſelf of the convention in order to diſengage 
« himſelf, and the army under him, of the obligation 
o ' they are under to theſe United States, and that the 

& ſecurity 
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« ſecurity which theſe States have had in his perſonal 
te honour, is hereby deſtroyed.” American Remem- 
brancer, vol. VI. p. 64. The committee of the Con: 
greſs ſtate this charge i in very remarkable terms; this 
« charge of a. breach of public faith is of a moſt ſerious 
« nature, pregnant with alarming conſequences, | and 
« deſerves greater attention, as it is not dropped in a 
« haſty expreſſion, dictated by ſudden paſſion, but is 
« delivered as a deliberate ,a& of judgment, com- 
| © mitted to writing, and ſent to the General with whom 
« he made the convention ; and if credit is to be given 
« to General Burgoyne's account of himſelf, in his let- 
« ter to General Heath of the 25th of November, he 
« cannot be conſidered of ſo light a charadter, as to have 
&« afted, in a ſerious matter of ſtate, upon a ſudden impreſ- 
e fon.” General Burgoyne, in his diſpatch to the Pre- 
ſident of the Congreſs from Cambridge, Feb. 11, 
1778, ſays, © I truſt no words of ſo harſh: a nature 
« as to imply a diſtruſt of my perſonal honour will be 
« ſuffered to remain in the Journals of Congreſs.” 

Will the General, for his own ſake, inform the public, 
whether words of ſo barſh a nature do remain in the Four: 
nals of the Congreſs ? and, for the fake of his countryy 
men, will he. tell the nation, what has been done in con- 
ſequence of a reſolution of Congreſs ſo long ago as Jan, 
8, 1778, © that the embarkation of Lieutenant Gez 
« neral Burgeyne, and the army under his command, 

« be ſuſpended till a diſtinct and explicit ratification of 
. * the convention at Saratoga ſhall be properly rati ified by 
« the court of Great Britain to Congreſs ?” It is to be 
feared, chat by the proclamation General Burgoyne, to 
uſe his own words, contracts a flain that can newer be 


5 8 away. Trial of Colonel Henley, page 69. In 
| another 
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; another debate, Mr. Wilkes hinted at the only poſſible | 


apology for the General. Burgoyne's barbarous pro. 
c clamation appears now to be only. a conſtqiichce of 
ce his ſanguinary infirutions.” Almon's Parlianientary 
Regiſter, vol. 5 

4 man of true bravery, like General Burgoyne, can be 
in his nature cruel. To avoid an information ex officio, 


to be filed' by a Scottiſh Attorney General, and tried 


by a Scottifly Chief Juſtice, I ſhall give ny opinion 
in the cautious words of General Burgoyne in his laſt 
publication, © I ſhalt only remark, how little the ex- 
© cufe' would benefit Colonel Henley, who would fil 
remain a cruel agent of---I will uſe” no improper 
* terms.”). Trial of Colonel Henley, page 64. 

General Burgoyne; in the Speeches,” pages 8, 9, 
and ro, juſtifies very fully from a military neceſſity the 
ſetting fire at Saratoga to a dwelling-houſe, ſtore-houſes, 
faw-mills, &c. of General Schuyler ; and concludes, 
te In this Generals houſe I remained during my whole 
{ay at Albany, with la table of more than 20 covers 
er for me and my friends, and every poſſible demon- 
cc ſtration of hoſpitality: a ſituation, painful it is true 
te in point of ſenſibility at the time, but which I now 
contemplate with ſome ſatisfaction, as carrying un- 
*deniable teſtimony How little I deſerved the charges 
of the honourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes]; and I 
leave it to his feelings, whether, after this explana- 
tion, ſome farther apology is not due to me.“ It does 


not*appear that Mr. Wilkes has yet made any kind of 


apology to Mr. Burgoyne. Surely it cannot be deemed 


an apology what is ſaid in the Speeches, page 3. 


„ agree with the honourable gentleman, who {c- 
„ cotided-the motion, that all the conduct * 


II. page 429. It is ithpoſfible that 


(0 2 9 
the Thdian nations is a matter that ought: to be 
« thoroughly canvaſſed; and 1 look upon his calling 


upon me openly, and in my place, as ſome "reparation 
« for the very free, and not very generous comments 


«he made upon my conduct in my abſence. Does 


an Engliſh Senator ſtand in need of any apo for na- 
ing very free comments on the conduct of a General, or Ad- 
miral, who may be abſent from neceſſity, or deſign, for 
many years together? It is certain that Mr. Wilkes has 
not to this moment made the leaſt apology to Mr. Bur- 
goyne: but 1 hold it as as certain, that he will, when 
he ſhall be ſhewn to have made any falſe, or not very 


generous, comments on the conduct of that General, when 


the facts alluded to have been diſproved. 

Since adminiſtration have not laid before Parliament 
«ſuch papers as are now in pofſeffion of the Secretary 
« of State,” page 2, of the Speeches,” why does not 
General Burgoyne publiſh them ! He ſays, © thoſe pa- 
« pers are of the utmoſt importance to the State, to 
« Parliament, and to the public,“ page 3. How can 
he aſſert that * a parliamentary inveſtigation 1 is the only 
c poſſible means of juſtification that remains,” page 28, 
when the freedom of the. preſs ſtill exiſts? He may ap- 
peal to the moſt impartial and awful of all tribunals, 


to the public. His publications are unfair. A letter 


of General Waſhington, which is perhaps the fieſt 


_ compoſition of the age, we have firſt publiſhed by Mr. 


Burgoyne ; but his letter, to which the other is an 
ſwer, does not appear. Too much cannot be ad in in 
praiſe of Mr. Waſhington, the beſt patriot, and maſt 
meritorious hero of our times; but it is impoſſible, from 
ſome. expreſſions of the American. general, net. to fuſ- 
e that. the firſt letter, which drew forth the polite 
RS anſwer, 
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- anſwer, contained fulſome, ſurfeiting compliments, fi. 
miliar to thoſe. which, 1 in General Burgoyne s letter to 
Lord George Germaine, of Jan. 1 „2777. are proſtituted 
on one of the greateſt ſtate criminals. It was treachery 
in Lord George, on no ground of neceſſity, or perſo. 
nal juſtification, to give the Houſe of Commons that 
private, confidential letter. His excuſe in Parliament, 
that it /lipped in by accident among the official papers, no 
man believes. Such an apology is an inſult, The au- 
thor of the letter, however, is unpardonable. 

It may perhaps be amuſing to conſider the dieren 
portraits drawn of General Burgoyne in Europe and 
America. That of the great maſter Junius is highly 
finiſhed, but not a very beautiful picture. No man 
« is more tender of his reputation. He is not only 
« nice, but perfectly ſore in every thing that touches 
ce his honour. If any man, for example, were to accuſe 
* him of taking his ſtand at a gaming-table, and watch- 
< ing with the ſobereſt attention, for a fair opportunity 
ce of engaging a drunken young nobleman at piquet, 
te he would undoubtedly conſider it as an infamous af- 
ce perſion upon his character, and reſent it like a man 
© of Honour.—Acquitting him therefore of drawing a 
< regular and ſplendid ſubſiſtence from any unworthy 
practices, either in his own houſe or elſewhere, let 
« me alk your grace (the Duke of Grafton, the profligate 
10 Miniſter of 1769) for what military merits you have 
ce been pleaſed to reward him with military govern- 
ce ment? He had a regiment of dragoons, which, one 
& would imagine, was at leaſt an equivalent for any 
ce ſervices he ever performed. Beſides, he is but 2 
ec young officer conſidering his preferment, and, except 
«; in his activity at Trefton, not very conſpicuous i in his 

"EE Brofeflion. 
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60 profeſſivn. But it ſeems the ſcale of a civil employ- 


« ment was not ſufficient, and military. governments, 


« which were intended for the ſupport of worn- out 
« yeterans, muſt be thrown into the ſcale, to defray 
« the extenſive bribery of a conteſted election.“ Vol. ; 4 
page 24. Mr. Burgoyne, in the Speeches, page 41, ſays, 
«that I think myſelf a perſecuted man, I avow.” It 


vas not at leaſt at that time, nor by the Duke of Graf- 
ton, nor Lord Mansfield, that he was perſecuted; For 


the military outrages at Preſton he was only fined by Lord 


Mensfield 1000l. not impriſoned, as General Smith was 
for inferior crimes at an ele&ion ; and the Duke of 


Grafton gave him, as an indemnification, by order of 


the King, the 3 500l. for which he ſold a patent 2 25 
to Mr. Hine, &c. &c. &c. 


General Burgoyne's miniature of himſelf is a little 


different from the picture of Junius. He boaſts of 


«4a warm and unſuſdictots heart,” in page 18 of the 
Speeches. 

Monſieur St. Luc le Corne, the Canadian, now in the 
Britiſh ſervice as a leader of the Indians, who had 


been formerly inſtrumental in ſcalping many hundred 


« Britiſh ſoldiers,” Speeches, page 7, gives us a kind 
of Releton, in political anatomy, of General Burgoyne, 


il eſt brave, mais il eſt lourd comme un Allemand, he 
is brave, but heavy as a German. AI hope he did not 


mean heavy 'as—I hope Monfieur St. Luc L'Evangeliſte 


was a better painter than Monfleur St. Luc le Corne. 


Conſidered as a portrait, it is not a ſtriking reſem- 


lance, for of two — features the German likeneſs 
-is miſtaken. 


William Tudor, Eſq; the Jodge Advectte on the 


| 1 of Colonel David Henley, ſhall be our other Ame- 


U | rican 
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das to excite men to acts of violence.—,.His written 
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rican Painter. He moulds beauties in wax, like his 
countrywoman, the celebrated Mrs. Wright. 
The proceedings have acquired greater force from 
ce the abilities of the proſecutor [General Burgoyne) 


46 than from their real merits.” —T'rial of Colonel Hen- 


ley, page 139. It is now my duty to ſtate the facts 


5 as they. riſe from the evidence, ſtripped of all that 


c meretricious colouring which uncommon ingenuity and 
* refined eloquence have thrown upon it.—Inſinuations 
« of a general maſſacre have been dreſſed out in all the 
« pomp which Attic language could give, and wanted 
4 only truth to have made it felt. Page 140. The 
40 General has argued with a knowledge and ingenuity 


that would do credit to the ableſt of my profeſſion; 


« but the doctrine does not apply, becauſe; there is no 


e proof, nor reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Colonel! Hen- 
had give en ſuch orders, or uſed ſuch influence, | 


« orders indeed prove the direct contrary.” page 143. 
a cauſe ſupported by / able an advocate as General 
66 Burgoyne.” Page 145. | 

Not only different portraits, but different epmpari n 


bave likewiſe been made of General Burgeyne. There 


is however nothing ſo unlike as a modern compatiſon. 
Let us trace it only through three inſtances ſo fre- 
quently. mentioned, the King, Lord Mansfield, and 
General Burgoyne. The Sqvereign is too often com- 
pared to Charles I. on account of chat love to deſpotic 
power, and fatal obſtinacy, which coſt the ' ſecond 
Stuart the loſs of all his dominions, and his life. He 
conſented however.to the dearh of one man, Lord Staf- 
Jord, with extreme reluQance, and regretted; it pub- 
* in his laft moments. How, does the a” 
1 4M 
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hold with our preſent Sovereign ? He has loſt only 
thirteen provinces, and, thank God! is in perfect 
health. He has ſhewn himſelf not only the defender of 
our faith, but likewiſe of our liberties, and given num- 
berleſs proofs of the utmoſt readineſs to comply with 
the wiſhes of his people, whom he tenderly loves. Did 
he teſtify the leaſt weakneſs on the much-lamented 
death of the Chancellor Torte? The Duke of Grafton 
has not yet forgotten the witty ſmile, or the memora- 
ble words, My Lord, you may kill the next Percy yourſelf ; 
but when Junius ſays, he had but that inſtant wiped 
« the tears away, which overcame Mr. Yorke,” does it 
appear that he ſhed any at the ſaid cataſtrophe of a man 
of honour from one unguarded hour at the Queen's 
Houſe alone with his Prince? No farther purpoſe re- 
mained to be anſwered by 


Uberrimis ſemper lachrymis, ſemperque pararis 
In ſtatione ſud, atque expectantibus illum 
Quo jubeat manare modo. FJovexAL. 


But why are we to dwell on the circumſtance of the 
death of any one man, when it is avowed that the lives 
of thouſands of our fellow-ſubjects are by a Staic apatby 
outweighed by dirty, yellow droſs? What are the words 
of a ſpeech from rhe Throne to the preſent Parliament, 
Oct. 27, 1775? © Among the unavoidable ill conſe- 
© quences of this rebellion, none affe me more ſenſibly 

© than the extraordinary burthen which it muſt create 
« to my faithful ſuljecti. How many faithful ſubjeds 
have loſt their lives, as well as their fortunes, in this 
deſtruCtive quarrel; yet the loſs of their fortunes is what 
affetts more ſenfuuly? Jaſon fought the golden feece, and 
cared little for the ſheep. _- 
 # WU Lord 
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Lord Mansfeld is likewiſe frequently compared to a 
former Chief Juſtice, Feffreys. No two characters ap- 
pear more diflimilar. Jeffreys was deeply concerned in 
all the arbitrary proceedings of the reign of James II. 
and diſtinguiſhed for a hatred to Juries. Lord Mand. 
field has never been a political judge. He has with 
the utmoſt caution avoided appearing to take the leaſt 
part in any meaſures of adminiſtration, which were not 
in the immediate line of his legal department, as Chief 
Juſtice of the firſt court of criminal juriſdiction in the 
kingdom. His affection to Juries has been marked on 
. every trial. He addreſſes the twelve Jurymen in the 
ſame mild manner his Majeſty ſpeaks to his twelve 
children, It was a regard to the honour and dignity 
of Furies made the noble Earl fluſh in the face, and cry 
out, Paſs him by, when Mr, Benſon's name was called. 
His Lordſhip indeed aſſigned no reaſon, but it was well 
known that Mr. Benſon had lately been refractory upon 
a former Jury, and even doubted of Lord Mansfield's 
law. This was certainly a reflection on the other eleven 
jurymen, who reſigned their right of private judgment 
to the court, and therefore his Lordſhip, as uſual, paid 
his court to the Majority. | 

General Burgoyne has alſo been compared to Czſar, 
and others. A great writer ſays, “in his opinion Ge- 
„ neral Burgoyne comes nearer to the character of 
Alexander, for Alexander took the ſtreight road to fame, 
by braving misfortunes, difficulties, and dangers,” 
General Burgoyne has undoubtedly braved misfortunes, 


difficulties, and dangers, when he took the freight road 


not 70 fame but to Saratoga—yet how can he be com- 
Pared either to Cæſar, or Alexander * Thoſe conquerors 
| ſubdued the old world, General Burgoyne of the new 


world 
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world poſſeſſed not an acre, only the ground on which 
he ſtood, and in a more modeſt ſtyle than that of an inſo- 
lent victor, aſked permſſion to return from whence he came, 
on the expreſs promiſe of coming back to America upon 
demand of the Congreſs, and of re-delivering up his perſon 
into their power, He has likewiſe. been compared to 
General Othello, more ſpeciouſly than ſolidly. After 
the pride and pomp of a glorious war, both Generals have 
indeed appeared in all tbe pride and pomp of tragedy, and 
ſome paſſages have indeed been ſimilar, but on the whole 
the reſemblance is faint. General Burgoyne talks of devaſ- 
tation, famine, and every concomitant horror, The ſtyle 
of General Othello is in the ſame ſpirit of meekneſs. 


Abandon all remorſe, 
On Horror's head horrors accumulate. 


Do deeds to make heaven weep, all earth amaz d. 


General Burgoyne ſpeaks of the meſſengers of worath, 
and of himſelf as denouncing and executing the vengeance 


ef the flate, General Othello is only more poetical. 


Ariſe, black vengeance, from thy hollow hell. 


Theſe particulars may ſeem decifive, but it muſt be to 
2 very ſuperficial obſerver. Two other circumſtances 
reſpecting the 120 Generals deſtroy all anolagy. Ge- 
neral Burgoyne is a fair-faced Chriſtian. General Othello 
was a ſwarthy Pagan, General Othello ſays, 


ve done the tate ſome ſervice, and they know it, 
But General Burgoyne will not affert that any man knows, 
what ſervice he bas done the ſlate. 


The anſwers given by General Burgoyne to the va- 
rious charges brought againſt him, eſpecially reſpecting 
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the Indians, whoſe alliance he ſtrongly recommended, 


and ſettled with the King in the cloſet, have not been 
ſufficiently explicit or convincing. . In Lord George 


Germaine's letter to General Carleton, dated White. 
hall, March 26, 1777, it is ſaid, As this plan can- 
not be advantageouſly executed ene the aſſiſtance 
„of Canadians and Indians, his Majeſty ſtrongly recom- 
* mends ir to your care; to furniſh both expeditions 
« with good and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men.“ Co- 
lonel Butler declares that © he diftributed the King's 


£6 bounty among the. ſavages.” The Congreſs only de- 


ſired the neutrality of the ſavages. I am firmly per- 
ſuaded, that General Burgoyne is, as he ſays, an injured 
individual, Speeches,” page 28, and that he has been 


ill uſed by his employers, from not having given that | 
| Kind of ſatisfaction to them, which was expected of 


him. His ſituation is remarkable. Men, who juſtified 


and applauded the maſſacre in St. George's Fields, who 


{kreened and penſioned the murderers of the freehol. 


ders at Brentford, think he has done #00 little; but the 
friends of freedom and humanity are of opinion he has 


done too much. The bludgeons of the mercenaries at 


Brentford, the romohawks and ſcalping knives of our 
Indian alice in North America, will diſgrace the hiſ- 
tory of this xra, The fate of Mr. Burgoyne has not 


been ſingular in this reign.” He has been bargained 
for, careſſed, employed, diſgraced, betrayed, and at laſt 
perſecuted. A ſimilar fate may perhaps await every 
man of high rank in the military line, who has en- 


gaged jn the ſervice of a deſpotic adminiſtration to 
carry on this unjuſt and barbarous civil war, I really _ 


believe that Mr. Burgayne has beyond forgiveneſs of. 


tended both the King and Lord George Germaine, by 


not 
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not being ſufficiently ſevere and vindictive on miny ; 
occaſions, by orders not favage enough to-the'meſſenters 
of wrath, the general's and King's mſſengers. When 
the late Lord Harcourt attended: the levee after the 
gallant exploit of his fon, Colonel Harcourt, in the 
making General Lee priſoner, the ſurrounding courtiers 
crowded on him with their compliments, and the fond 
father expected from the Prince, as a perfect judge of 
military merit, a few words of congratulation. The 
King was ſilent. It was circulated in whiſpers, that 
the Sovereign had hinted a diſſatisfaction to ſome of the 
King's friends, ready to applaud even ſuch a ſentiment, : 
that Colonel Harcourt had not put General Lee to death. 
The facher retired broken-hearted, and did not ot long | 
ſurvive. | 

As to the actual Suede of Mr. Burgoyne, i it is beſt 
ſtated 3 in his own words, from a letter to the Prefident 
of the Congreſs, dated Feb. 11, 1778, „ will return 
«to America upon demand of the Congreſs; and, 
due notice given, re- deliver up my perſon into their 
&« power, ang abide the common fate of my brethren' in 
this army.“ 


American Remembrancer, Vol. VI. p. 159. 


This ruinous war in every point of view muſt ſtrike 
us with horror. The fatal conteſt with our brethren 
in America, the deſcendants of Engliſhmen, recalls to 
my memory the beautiful words of Sabine, the wife of 
one of the Horatii, and the ſiſter of the Curiatii, in 
the ſublime Corneille, 


Albe, od j ai commence de reſpirer le jour, 
Albe, mon cher pays, et mon premier amour, 
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Loſqu' entre nous et toi je vois la guerre ouverte, 
N Je crains. notre e autant que notre porte. 


Hoxacs. 
Tas ED1iTOR, inf 


 Vorss of November 26, 1778. 


A motion was made by the honurable Charles Francis 
Greville, one of the commiſſioners of trade and plan- 
tations, member for Warwick, and ſeconded by Price 
Campbell, Eſq. member for Nairn and Cromartyſhires, 
that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
to return his Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe, for 
ce his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne; to ac- 
& knowledge his Majeſty's paternal regard for the hap- 
0 pineſs of his people, in his earneſt and uniform en- 
6 ddeavours to preſerve the public tranquillity--that 
ce we cannot but feel concern and regret, that the mea- 
« ſures. taken by his Majeſty, for diſappointing theſe 
« hoſtile and malignant deſigns, have not been attended 
with all the ſucceſs, which the juſtice of the cauſe, 
6e and the vigour of the exertions, ſeemed to promiſe 
6 that it would have given his faitkful Commons 
the trueſt happineſs to have received the communi- 
t cation from his Majeſty, that the juſt and humane 
8 purpoſes of his Majeſty and the Parliament, for qui- 
eting the minds of his revolted ſubjects, had taken 
« rhe deſired effect, and had brought the troubles in 
North America to a happy concluſion - to aſſure his 
% Majeſty, that his Majeſty may rely on the hearty 
ö 6 and 


Ca) 

« 2nd zealous concurrence and aſſiſtance of his faithful 
« Commons, in enabling his Majeſty to make the moſt 
active and vigorous exertions by ſea and land, &c. 
« &c. c. Ne 

An amendment was moved by the right 8 
Thomas Townſend, member for Whitchurch, and ſe- 
conded by the hohourable Charles James Fox, member 
for Malmeſbury, “ to affure his Majeſty, that with 
« the trueſt zeal for the honour of the Crown, and the 
« warmeſt affection for his Majeſty's perſon and fa- 
« mily, we are ready to give the moſt ample ſupport 
eto ſuch meaſures as may be thought neceſſary for the 
defence of theſe kingdoms, or for fruſtrating the 
deſigns of that reſtleſs power, which has ſo, often 
« diſturbed the peace of Europe ; but that we think it 


one of our moſt important duties, in the preſent me- 


« lancholy poſture. of affairs, 0 enquire by what fatal 
e counſels or unhappy. ſy/tems of policy this country has been 


« reduced from that ſplendid fituation,, which in the early. 


part of his Majeſty's reign made ber the envy of all Eu- 


rape, to ſuch @ dangerous fate, as that, which has of 
« late called forth our wimoſi exertions without any ade- 
« quate benefits,” 


Mr. Wilkes bid, 


VI. Speaker, E toit! 


I have given all the attention of which I am capable 
to the Speech delivered from the throne, and ſince, ac- 
cording to our forms, twice read by you, Sir, to this 
Houſe. I am unhappy that I find myſelf obliged to 
remark, that there are ſcarcely more than two parti- 
culars 1 in the whole Speech, from which I am not forced 


to 


. # 
be - 
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_ ts withhold my aſſent. They are, that we are called 


together i in a conjundture, which demands our moſt ſe. 


rieus attention, and that a reſtoration of the bleſſings 


of Peace ought to be our firſt wiſh, and the great ob. 


jeck of our endeavours. | The conjuncture, Sir, muſt 
indeed be allowed to be moſt critical, and Peace is not 


only deſirable now, as at all times, but in the preſent 
period appears of abſolute neceſſity to ſave this con- 
vulſed fare from impending ruin. Thus far, I believe, 
à real unanimity prevails ; but let me proceed. It is 
alked by ſeveral gentleman, how is Peace now to be 
obtained? Can any man point out to us a mode of re- 


| ſtoring to us that bleſſing ? I will hazard, Sir, an opi- 


nion, of which my on mind is fully convinced. The 


meaſure appears to me the only poſſible way of ſalva- 


tion to this country in the preſent dreadful dilemina; 
a dilemma into which we have been precipitated by 
Miniſters, "whoſe conduct calls for the ſtricteſt enquiry, 


and the forfeit of whoſe heads, if the guilt lies at their 


door, can be but a poor amends to 8 ruined nation. 
The propoſition is indeed moſt humiliating, but, if 
founded in nocoſſity, the conſequent national diſgrace is 
ſolely to be attributed to thoſe who created that ne- 
ceſſity. I believe the acknowledgement of the inde- 


pendence of the revolted color ies is the only meaſure, 


which can re-eſtabliſh a public tranquillity. I ſin- 
cerely think it would both with America and France, 
and probably Pre vent a future Spaniſh war. It would 
at this moment, perhaps, ſhut the temple of Janus. 
From the tyranny and mad conduct of an incapable and 
wicket. adminiſtration, | it is become the meaſure of a 


fatal neceſſity, if we are in earneſt to preſerve in any 


de cgree : of proſperity what remains, if we would fave 
e N our 


rr 
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our country from the brink of ruin, if we ſeck to avold 
abſolute beggary and pankruptey. ' 'An univerſal dif- N. 
content now prevails. The people have no confidence 
in adminiſtration. They are deteſted by the nation, 
and therefore continued in Power. We ſigh over Ame- 
rican affairs, and all parties agree in lamenting that 
ſo little has been done by our fleets” againft France, 
after ſuch an amazing expenditure of the public mo- 
ney on the navy. | 0h SL ca 
The honourable gentleman, | Sie, who moved hs 
addreſs, told us, that 12 Amerituns were determined 1% ſt 
parate their rights from ours,” to aifſÞplve all connection: 
between uu. The fact is truly Rated.” They no longer 
conſider themſelves as embarked with us on board the 
ſinking veſfel of this ſtare. They avoid us as à tyran- 
nical; unprincipled, rapacious, and ruined.” nation? 
Their only fear is, that the luxury and profligacy of 
this country ſhould gain their people. It was a long 
patience and forbearance they practiſed before the iden 
of being diſſevered from the mother country gained 
ground among the Americans. They were driven inte 
it by our injuſtice and violence. Repeated vielations 
of their rights, accumulated injuries, wanton inſults, 
and cruelties ſhocking to human nature, have brought 
about this wonderful revolution: Noto it appears to me 
an impoſſibility to bring back the Americans to any 
dependance on this kingdom. Their firſt ſteps were 
marked by temper and moderation. They made the 
moſt humble and dutiful ſupplioations to the throne, 
but at laſt were told, that 29 an fiver would be given. 
From that. moment their minds were totally alienated; 
At the beginning of their juſtiſiable reſiſtance: they 
were not in the leaſt terrified ſevi ſormidine Mariis, when 
| 5" | r e only 
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only peaceful inhabitants of the country, or of open 
towns and villages. Since the declaration of Inde. 


pendence, firmneſs and vigour have governed all the 


' counſels of the Congreſs. That declaration was made 
at a moment, which proved them ſtrangers to fear, 
and in their idea ſuperior to all the efforts of which 
we were capable. It was in July 1776, immediately 
after the ſafe arrival of the whole fleet of tranſports, vic- 
tuallers, and ftore-ſhips, without any loſs or. ſeparation, 
and after his Majeſty's troops under. the command of Ge- 
neral Hotue had been landed upon Staten iſland, without 
any eppeſition or interruption, as we were informed by 
our on Gazette. From that fatal æra has the Con- 
greſs, or any one of the Thirteen United States, diſ- 
covered the fainteſt wiſh of returning to the obedience 
of dur ſovereign? No man will be bold enough to af- 
ſert it. On the contrary, the Americans have increaſed 
in their hatred .of us, and averſion from the yoke of 
bondage, which we were preparing for them, ſince 
wo have brought into the quarrel the mercenaries of 
Germany, and the ſavages of America, ſince plun- 
der and eruelty have marked the progres of the royal 
army and its allies. '- | | 


I will fate our . ae en with reſped to 


North America. Torrents of noble blood have al- 
ready flowed in this quarrel; yet the few conqueſts we 


made, we were obliged to abandon. Towards the 
cloſe of the laſt year, we congratulated ourſelves on 


the taking of Philadelphia, which was then called the 
moſt important city of North America, the ſeat of the 
vagrant Congreſs,” in the inſulting language of admi- 


niſtration. Before the / preſent year is half expired, 


oe. to his Moyes s infirudtions, Sir Henry Clinton 
0 3 evacuated 
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evacuated Philadelphia at three o'clock in the morning, and 
eſcaped through infinite difficulties to New York, very 
judiciouſly avoiding the direCt road, where he knew 
the enemy was in force. The Congreſs returned in tri- 
umph to Philadelphia, and congratulated the. inha- 
bitants of North America on the important victory of 
Monmouth over the Britiſh grand army, and the evacua- 
tion of Philadelphia, as they had before done on the 
evacuation of Boſton by General Howe. They have 
bravely ſtood all the Po of adverſe fortune, and are 
now almoſt ſure of outriding the tempeſt. Sir, the 
Americans have ſuffered greatly ; but their ſufferings 
were ſupported with temper and courage, for they were 
in the cauſe of public virtue. They bore adverſity like 
men of fixed principle and honour, engaged in a righ- 
teous cauſe, and determined never to crouch to oppref- 
fon. The war on their ſide was founded in the pri- 
mary ideas of ſelf-defence and juſtice. It is truly ſaid 
by the great Roman hiſtorian, juſtum bellum, quibus ne- 
ceſſarium, et pia arma, quibus nulla, niſi in armis, re- 
linquitur ſpes. 

What is their preſent ſituation ? A powerful ally has 
declared in their favour. The French declaration 
goes much beyond what gentlemen ſeem to appre- 
hend. It is mentioned here only as acknowledging thei, 
independence, whereas the preliminaries announced at 
Paris on the 16th day of December to the American 
commiſſioners by Monſieur Gerard, in the name of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, afferted, that he would ſupport 
their independence by every means in bis power. After 
this are we in earneſt when we affirm, that there is any 
probability of their returning to our obedience, to un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion, or to any ſubmiſſion? It is an ob- 
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Jet of belief. too groſs for the fondeſt credulity, for 
ignorunce made drunk. If, before the capitulation ar 
Saratoga, they rejected all our ſpecious offers, are any 
offers now likely to be accepted : ? or can they be com- 
pelled? Will another Britiſh army ever attempt to 
march from Montreal to Albany? Will he batteries 
on Sulliuan land be again altacked ? Will Sir Peter 
Parker ever again judge it adviſable to mate an attempt 
upon Charles Town, South Carolina? Will he promiſe 
that f the troops can co-operate in the, attack, his Ma. 
Jelly will again be in paſſeſſion of Sullivan's Hand ? Will 
any Engliſh general command in America an army 
better diſciplined, better appointed, than Sir William 
Howe 2 A ſerics of four years diſgraces and defeats 
are ſurely ſufficient to convince us of the abſolute im- 
+ Poſſibility of conquering America by force, and I fear 
the gentle means of perſuaſion have equally failed. We 
have, therefore, only the dernier reſort of parting with 
our old friends, who can no longer be compelled, or 
perſuaded, to ſtay. Policy ſurely warns us not to do 
it in a manner to force them into the ſchemes of our 
ancient enemies, to weaken, perhaps ruin, the mother 
country. To me it appears equally unavailing and in- 
decent to bring a railing accuſation againſt the old foe 
of this kingdom, to talk of the malignant deſigns of 


France, 
No plan of negociation, Sir, has been left ved, 


| but nothing has ſucceeded, for we find by the commiſ- 
ſioners manifeſto of October the third, that they te- 
ſolved on the deciſive ſtep of returning to England in 4 


fr weeks, | 
After the ſword and bayonet of honourable wth 


had been lifted up; aftet the ſcalping knife and tomd- 
Hauk 
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hawk of our aſſaſſin allies had been ſharpened againſt 
our fellow - ſubjects, peace at laſt was preached by our 
miniſters, and a commiſſion for reſtoring the harmony 
and union between the two countries was determined 


upon, To add weight and dignity to the meaſure, the 
two houſes of Parliament were to giye up to this i im- 


portant ſervice three of their own members, as heralds 
of peace, that the ſanction of a part of the legiffative 
body might create an additional awe and reverence. 
| To grace the commiſſion, to captivate the rude mem- 
bers of the Congreſs, and civilize the wild inhabitants 
of an unpoliſhed country, a noble peer was very pro- 
perly appointed chief of the honourable embaſſy to 
the Congreſs “. His Lordſhip, to the ſurprize and 
admiration of that part of the New World, carried 
with him a green ribband, the gentle manners, winning 
behaviour, and ſoft inſinuating addreſs of a modern 
man of quality, and a profeſſed courtier. The Muſes 
and Graces, with a group of little, Janghing Loves, 
were in his train, and for the firſt time croſſed the At- 
lantic. The next in the commiſſion was only diſtin- 
guiſhed by a ſet of 3 principles wonderfully adap ted to 
the ſpirit of coercion and cruelty hitherto E710 1-4 
the principles of penal law +. I have only heard of one 
other principle belonging ro this gentleman, the prin- 
_ Ciple,, as well as practice, of paſhve obedience i in the 
wrthern department. But, Sir, this gentlemah carried 
with him the real ſecret of the negotiation, and per- 


Frederick Howard, Earl of Garlitl Trike ts dag Hoaszleld, 
Kuight of the Thiſtle. 0 105 9d 1891101 

+ The Principles of Penal Law, A large avon publihed by Whit in Fleet- 
fireet, was written by William Eden, Eſq. Aenber for Wobditoth; i Lüst of 
Trade, one of the Under Secretaries of State for the N:y:bcrn Department, and 
ding i and oe of the Directors of OUremwich Holpital. 
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haps 1 more extenſive powers than were given to his Gl. | 
leagues. He knew of the order to evacuate Philadel. ' 
phia, an order ſo diſgraceful to our arms, {6 contrary 1 
to ſound policy, long before it was ſuſpected by either 
of. the other commiſſioners ; but he would. not truſt t 
them. The other commiſſioner N who went from 
among us, polleſſed a ſuperior underſtanding, an happy \ 
temper, and a thorough knowledge of buſineſs, If c 
ſucceſs had been attainable, I am perſuaded to his c 


wiſdom, prudence, and temperate conduct, England 1 
had been indebted for the reſtoration of the bleſſing of t 
peace. But, alas! Sir, all the ſplendid and anaufbe i 
rined offers of the commiſſioners were, without heſita | t 
tion, rejected. The happy moment was paſſed. The 1 
honourable gentleman knows the real friendſhip 1 beat t 


him, and the eſteem 1 have of his rare and amiable F 
qualities. In public life, I have always found him I 


manly, firm, and conſiſtent ; in private, engaging, ſo- r 
cial, and friendly. Through the whole of this buſ- c 
neſs he has followed the ſtrait path of duty, and held ft 
one uniform language to us and to the Americans. 1 t 
have been ſo uſed to ſee him in the minority here, that e: 
he will excuſe me, if I figure to myſelf that in Ame- m 
rica likewiſe he continued in a minority with the com- 2: 
miſfioners, and that many things were tranſacted which Cc 
he difapproyed, but to which he was obliged to ſub- by 
mit. He might think himſelf precluded, as we ate S 


"here by many ſtrange Acts of the preſent #najerity & an 

this Houſe. On that, ſuppoſition I ſhall not ſcruple th 
to treat the commiſſioners with freedom, and hold my. 
el ſecure of his indulgence. Marrs Spe e 


W Tc i . " - 


$4] 5 — Jabaſtona../ i 
20 V4 1 8 5 | I mens 


R AL & Per Re 
= in 5 —_ a * ws Y _— 
1 ————————— ———— woes — 


(0 305 ) 
mentioned, Sir, the unauthoriſed offers made to 
Cangrels. The commiſſioners went exceedingly be- 


yond the powers given them bye an act of Parliament, 


the only ſource of their power. Did they, Sit, dare 


to accept ſecret powers from the Crown, more ample 
than thoſe granted by the Legiſlature? Their conduct 
is very ſuſpicious. 1 well remember ſix propoſitions | 
were held out to Congreſs by the commiſſioners, Letter 
of the gth of June. The tliree firſt, to conſent to a 
ceſſation of hoſtiliries by lea and land, to reſtore free | 
to extend every freedom to trade that our reſpective 
intereſts can require, were founded in the authority of 
the act of Parliament, which created the commiſſion. 
The three laſt were a direct uſurparion on the rights of 
the legiſlative body. X 

An offer was made by the commiſſioners to concur 
in meaſures calculated to diſcharge the debts of Ame- 
riea, and to raiſe the credit and value of the paper cir- 
culation. It was artfully worded, but perfectly under- 
ſtood, Sir, both 1 in America and at home, that we were 
to take on our ſhoulders, already bowed down to the 
earth, the burthen of the American debts, of the 
mighty ſums raiſed by Congrels to fight their battles 
againſt us. The debts of the two countries were to be 
conſolidated into one enormous maſs, and provided for 
by a . Parliament in the fame | manner. 80 
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this occaſion, wt, never flinch from their pun 5 
howeyer unrelenting he may. prove.to them, and to their 


country. They will now ſurely acknowledge with gra- 


titude the fairneſs, the ſincerity, the great tenderneſs, 
=” 22 and 
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and kindneſs of their favourite miniſter. At the firſt 
rumour of an American; war, the noble Lord with the 
blue ribband exptefily held out to them a ſolid and 
ſubſtantial revenue by the taxation of America; in aid 
of their land tax, and other heavy burthens. Now, ſo 
far from attempting to lighten their load, he offers 
America to throw on the ſhoulders of England the ad- 
ditional weight of all her accumulated taxes. The 
moſt ſhort-fighted of all animals is undoubtedly our 
country gentleman of the true tory breed. He has 
ſcarcely the ſagacity of his pointer. Formerly he was 
very ſtubborn, and reſtiff, and could not be driven for- 
ward. Now he is perfectly tame, fawns on his feedet, 
and is eaſily managed. Mr. Pitt firſt ſeized him, and, 
after ſome little ſtruggling, plunged him over head and 
ears in the German war. The noble Lord has gone 
further, and tranſported him, weary and exhauſted, 
beyond the Atlantick, where he is likely to continue 
much longer than he was in Germany, 

Ihe commiſſioners likewiſe agreed that no military 
fate ſhould be kept up in the different States of North 
America, without the conſent of the General Congreſ, 
or particular aſſemblies. This was in effect making 
them a ſovereign, independent ſtate, if no military 
force is to compel the refractory, or quell the rebelli- 
ous. This conceſſion is certainly not warranted by any 
clauſe in the act appointing commiſſioners, and was a 
manifeſt, unneceflary uſurpation. of the power of this 
Pliant Parliament. 

The laſt offer is a groſs affront to the very being of 
Parliament, and to the people, who alone can oonſtitute 
a Houſe of Cemmons. The commiſſioners offer a te- 
ciprocal depuration of an agent or agents, from the dif- 
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ferent States, who ſhall have the privilege of a feat and 
voice in the Parliament of Great Britain; or if ſent from 
Britain, in that caſe to have a ſeat and voice in. the aſ- 
ſemblies of the different States to which' they may be 
deputed reſpectively, in order to attend the ſeveral in- 
tereſts of thoſe by whom they are deputed. In the 
three Conciliatory acts not a ſyllable is to be found of 
any ſuch intention in the Legiſlature. Were agents | 
from the different States of America to have a voice in this 
Houſe to tax Great Britain, when by the ſame Concilia- 
tory ads they themſelves, and America could not be 
taxed ? | 
It is poſſible, Sir, that hs commiſſioners might be 
as little in earneſt to ſecure effectually to the Ameri» 
cans what was offered, as they were at the time to de- 
monſtrate their good faith. They ventured, Sir, to af- 
ſure the Congreſs, that the three Conciliatory acts paſſed 
with fingular unanimity. The contrary is known to be 
fact. I now, Sir, ſee many gentlemen in their places, 
who oppoled all the three bills. When a bill of great 
importance paſſes with unanimity, I believe, Sir, that 
you think it your duty to give it a further weight by 
the addition of nemine contradicente in the Votes. In the (/| 
Votes, Sir, you have not given that ſanction to any of the 
three Conciliatory bills. By the words fingular unanimity, an 
Engliſhman would conclude” that this was the gu 
inſtance of Unanimity that ſeſſion, in reſpect to the three 
acts, which were conſidered as one, and paſſed on the 
fame day, The learned Scottiſh" fecretary of the com- 
miſſioners muſt' think differently, for I find eight in- 
ſtan&s, and perhaps there are more, in tlie ſame ſeſſion, 
of reſolutions and orders paſſed, and entered in the Yates 
mine cortradicente. Of this number are thoſe. reſpect- 
Wi „ AS. 290" 
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" Ing the. ealling: aut the militia, the nee the Roz 
man Catholics from certain penalties and\ diſabilities, 
and Lord Chatham's annuity act. With the ſame re- 
gard to truth, he makes the commiſſioners declare in 


their Proclamation; that the French Monarchy ever bat 


been, and in its canſtitution euer muſt be, an enemy 10 all 
Freedom ¶ latos und religion. Town; Sir, I was ſurprized 
at ſuch an aſſertion from a gentleman, who had acquired 
great reputation beyond the Tweed, as profeſſor of moral 


philoſophy in the Univerſity of Edinburgb. I thought that 
the French nation were formerly called. Franks, from te 


freedom of their conſtitution. 'I have read in the beſt * 


authors, -that the people. of F trance were wont to be 
75 bound by ſuch laws only, as they had publickly agreed 


to in their parliaments, and that the People welke con; 


; fulted about the heads of all new laws, and after they 
bad given their conſent, they ſet their bands and ſeals 


to each article. Such was the Hover of the people, till 
the tyranny. of: their kings! in later times ſwallowed 1 up 
all the rights of that nation: 1 beg pardon, Sir, for this 
digreſſon at ſo late an hour, but is was on a fayourit 
topic, the rigbis of the people. I return. to that 1 impor: 


Tant State · paper, the. letter of the commiſſioners to the 


— 443 


Congreſs; on the gth of: June: The letter tells them, 


that notwithlanding the. pretended date, or preſent forn | 
of the. French offers to North America, yet it is notorious, 


that theſe dere made in _conſequence of the plant of accon. 


Derne, rogge 


N on pr eviouſly concert ted i uin Great Britain, and with i 4 


wiew to grexent our. reconciliation „ and to prolong i this de- 
Pruive. war. This fact too is mis-ſtated. The Conci- 
latory propoſitions. were not made by the noble Lond 


SES 


3 *' Lord mein aecount of Deninark, traiſlated in 


teatita u a ſatjett. of m. 'Gimous / civilian; Francis \ Botornan, called 
with 
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-with abe blue ribband till 'the t of Fcbruscy wh 


the French treaty was actually ſigned. the 6th: preced- 


ing, and the preliminaries were agreed to December 16. 
The Parliament had been proragued: from the loth of 


December to the 20th of January, notwithſtanding the 


ſtrong oppoſition of the minority, for in that period 
eure might have been obtained. The truth of the 


ciſe is, that France trifled- with the Americans till af- 
ter rhe neus of the capitulation at Saratoga, There 
was much all humohr om both ſides; but it was not im- 
proved omòur partgcas it ought to have heen. A. Bri- 
tiſh general and an entire army becoming” priſoners, 
made her believe ſeriouſly in the nuegendence of Ame- 
tica. Before that period, ſhe had treated ãt as viſionary, 
as a mere phantom of 4 heated brain. The weuk, infant 
connection of France with America is at length 


grown into ſtrength and maturity. Spain was more in 


: earneſt, and from the beginning had effectuallꝶ afliſted 


the Congreſs by vaſt ſupplies of ebery int ftom the 


Havannah. The capitulation was ſigned at Saratoga 
on the 16th of October. The news of that eyeht came 


- to: Verſailles the firſt week in December; and on the 


- 16th preliminary articles were adjuſted; Franee on 
that occaſion from a ſtrange inadvertency ſuffered a re- 


markable expreſſion to be made publie, that it wma 


' nifeſtly the intereſt of France, that the power of England 8 
- ſhould he diminiſhed by the ſeparation of Amerita from it. 


This was the language of ſound policy on her part. 
When the love of liberty in the French court was held 
forth in great parade, it became ridiculous i in the ex 


treme. We know that there is no more love of liberty | 


in the French court, than in our own; but I. rejoice 
that liberty will. have a reſting place, a ſure aſylum in 


* X 3 America, 
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- America, from the one a 10 the brin- 

ces of the earth. |. © 
a.) The conduct af « our ee "Bis: has ated the 
J ſeparation of America. She never will return, nor are 
you equal to coercive meaſures. - By the attempt you 
will bring on an immediate certain French, and proba- 
bly a not diſtant Spaniſh: war. I am alarmed for the 
conſequences:to this country in its preſent exhauſted 
ſtate. Will the firſt miniſter of Finance tell us, that 
a os ſees his way through it, even for the next four, or 
. ix, years? T have fears even for our own Honour and ſe- 
eurity, mentioned in the ſpeech, as calling Toudly upon us, 
when I conſider our diſtracted and diſunited kingdom, 
and compare it with the | condition of the French 
.-mpnarohy, and the active ſpirit of a nation tontain- 
ing twenty two millions of perſons, united by affeCtion 
to one ſovereign. England, in conjunction with Ame- 
rica, had nothing to fear. When ſome conſiderable 
merchants waited on the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, I have ſbips enough, but want men. 
Can you provide them for me? The American reſources are 
_ . gone. Without her reſources, all her weight even 
thrown into the oppoſite.ſcale, | bat ſcale muſt prepon- 
derate. Acknowledge. the independence of America, 
vou have a chance of detaching her from France, of 
forming perhaps with her a moſt advantageous commer- 
cCial treaty and federal union. I really think you might 
then avoid a general war. Since the acceſſion of the 
preſent King, I know that the firſt idea, the favourite 
object of the French court, has ſteadily been to bring 
the finances of that kingdom into perfect order; but 
the favourable moment of humbling her ancient rival, 
by the American conteſt, was not to be neglected. 


Francs 
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France has fatally ſucceeded. The fact cannot be diſ- 
ſembled, nor diſguiſed. America is in my opinion ir- 
recoverably loſt. It is indifferent to her, whether you 
think proper to acknowledge her independency, or to call 
her children your ſubje&#s, and her provinces your cola- 
nies. The reſt of the world will hear thoſe appellations 
with deriſion. You will not be able to enforce any 
one act, except where your armies are quartered, and 
your fleets ſtationed. The very expence of thoſe fleets 
and armies muſt exhauſt this country, You'experi- 
enced this for four years with raw, undiſciplined far- 
mers and countrymen, You. are now to combat hardy, 
experienced ſoldiers. Let pride therefore yield to pru- 
dence, withdraw your fleets and armies, give up this 
unjuſt, barbarous, and deſtructive war, and enquire who 
deluded you into this unhappy /y/tem of policy. 

The honourable gentleman, Sir, who ſeconded the 
amendment, in a divine, ſtrain of eloquence, ſcarcely 
paralleled, never ſurpaſſed within theſe walls, has 
treated the ſpeech with merited indignation. He pro- 
nounced it falſe, demonſtrated it to be ſo, and called it 
the King's libel on Parliament. His was a moſt abundant 
harveſt. He has left me a very ſmall gleaning ; only 
reſpecting the clandefline ſupply of arms ſaid to be given 
by the court of France to the Americans. Sir, it was 
not clandeſtine. Frequent and conſiderable ſupplies 
were given in the moſt public manner, in the face of 
day. I had the honour more than once of informing 
this Houſe, of ſeveral American armed veſſels, and 
ſhips of war, being ſupplied with cannon, arms, pow- 
der, ball, and all warlike ſtores, from the royal arſenals 
and ſtore-houſes, both on the ocean, and in the Medi- 
tetranean. I gave the names of the ſhips and the 
RX 4 other 
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© other particulars at the time. Was this a clandeſſin: 
b © VIE Bit EDIUDN DOE TOI So 
Much miſcellaneous matter has Bred! produced, 23 
1 on this firſt day of the ſeſſion. The honourable 
gentleman, who 1 ved the amendment, has taken an 
opportunity of painting in their true colours the laſt 


race of our kings, whom he called the accurſed Stuart 


* 


race, the bane of England. \ I honour thoſe genuine 
whiggiſh principles, i in which I believe him ſincere and 
determined. No man, Sir, execrates the memory of 
thoſe tyrants more than I do. Vet one remark a in che 
Profent moment I cannot forbear. The Stuart, loſt 
every thing for themſelves only, their crowns, or their 
lives. The empire remained entire, unbroken jn every 
part. Nothing was loſt for us. Under the third prince 
of the Bridefvhne line, adminiſtration has already loſt 1. 
"half the Britiſh monarchy, and the reſt ſeems moulder- | 
ing away. Nothing appears ſtable, or ſecure, except 
the miniſterial majerity in this Houſe. In the late glo- 
rious reign, the bounds of the empire were enlarged 
in every quarter of the world, under rhe auſpices of a 
brave, martial, humane, and heroic. ſovereign. We 
are now ignominiouſly driven out, not only from ſome 
of our late acquiſitions, but om the greater part of 
our ancient poſſeſſions. The enquiry into this fad re- 
verſe i is dere our K auf as 77 Na inden of the n na- 
tion. PEEL wy, | 
Some remarks, Sit, were made by the honourable 
e, who ſeconded the amendment, on the late 
publications from the families of two noble earls. He 
thought it clearly proved from the letter of the ſon, 
that the father, ſo long ſuſpected of guiding the mea- 
ſures of the State, no * poſſeſſed any controuling 


- power, 


Err OY GC OOO I OI CA ror 


( 813 ? | 
power, or even ſecret influence. He avowed an un. 
bounded reſpect, and a kind of Family Regard, to the 
noble Lord. I have the misfortune of differing in 
this inſtance very widely indeed with the honourable 
gentleman. | 1 hold the public character of the noble 
Lord in utter abhorrence; not from any perſonal i in- 
Jury, not from any national prejudice, but from his 


demerit as a Miniſter. | He made the inglorious peace 
1 | 3 717 72 1 1 


43 N a5 k \* 


Ex/illo fluere ac retro fublpſs refer Gut 
Spes Danaùm; fractæ vires. B 


3 boaſted of that peace in a great alembly. 1 band 
bim declare, that he gloried in it, and wiſhed it might 
be. inſcribed on his romb-/tone, Here lies the man, who 
made the Peace of Paris. The expreſſion was more 
ſtriking than original; but rhe ſpecies of pride, which 
is founded 3 in deep criminality, muſt be allowed to be 
of the firſt caſt. He loft us Newfoundland; paſſed 
the odious exciſe on cyder and perry, by which che 
exciſeman got acceſs | into private gr, violated the 


&d 


* The Aude We n a Thomas Seh, mn of the 
| Tyramnicider, who was executed at Charing Croſs, Oct. 175 1660. I» 1 
vents of this Shave Trials 1 2a . | 

Sir Theophilus Biddolph fworn. ' ' 28 

Council. Pray tell my lords and the jury what you. have-heard the priſoner ſay, 
touching this buſineſs of putting the King to death, 

Sir Theophilus Biddolph. I did hear him confeſs that he did fit as one of the 
Judges of the late King, and that he was ſo fur from repenting of the act, that he did 
deſire, when he died, that a ſemb-fone might be laid over him, with this inſcrip- 
tion, Here lies T. homas Scot, who adjudged te death the late King, Page 331. © 


At his execution the Sheriff interrupted him. Mr. Scot ſaid, I. hall ſay no more 
but this, that it is very mean and bad cauſe that will not bear the words of s dying 
men, Then he prayed, wherein he has this expreffion. _ I Jay again, to the praiſe 
of the free grace of God, I bleſs bis nam», be bath- engaged me in A CAUSE NOT Te 
BE REPENTED OF, | ſay, IN A CAUSE NOT TE REPENTBED or. His prayer 
being ended, r r 

* ___ © "national 
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national faith with the king of Pruſſia, was guilty of 
ſcandalous profuſion of the public money in negoci. 
ating the loan of three millions and à half for 1763, 
and adviſed a cruel proclamation, by which he perſe- 
cuted.the brave free Corſicans, as I believe he has fince 
done the Americans. Theſe, Sir, are the grounds of 
the hatred, which I have always avowed. I agree with 
a late great ſtareſman, that he has brought the King and 
Kingdom to ruin. As to his influence being at an end, 
would to God, Sir, it were! Is the heir of that noble 
family being lately created an Engliſh peer, a proof of 
the father's now retaining no influence? Is. the lieu- 
tenancy of a conſiderable county, given to the fame no- 
bleman, to be admitted as evidence that his power is 
extinguiſhed ? I give no private anecdotes. 1 ſtate 
public facts, from a paper, which in ſuch things only 
can be truſted, the London Gazette. _ I rejoiced, Sit, 
that the heir of that noble family was created an Eng- 
liſh, peer, for I thought that the young Lord's un- 
ſpotted reputation, intrinſic merit, and great as well as 
amiable qualities, would reflect back more honour than 
he could receive from a modern peerage of this coun- 
try; but I was perſuaded that he owed his Englith peet- 
| ago 60 leſs than his birth to his father. 
A brave, but unfortunate General, Sir, urges us to an 
enguiry into the cauſes of the failure of the late expe- 
dition under his command, and he aſks a parliamentary 


” infueſt. I am likewiſe for bat enqutiry. At the cloſe 


of che laſt ſeſſion he made the fame requeſt, which was 
refuſed by the ſame majority to whom he now prefets 
his petition. I have a high eſteem for a parliamentary 
-Snquef, but there is a higher tribunal, that of the peo- 
Ple, our conſtituents, ever ready to do juſtice to the 

oppreſſed 


( 31s ) 

oppeſſed and injured, . As an Engliſhman, let him ap- 
peal to the people, and conſtitute the Engliſh nation 
the judges of his conduct and honour, in every point 
in diſpute between him and adminiſtration, or even 
royalty. He obſerves, that the time will come for an 
enquiry. It will certainly come in this mode, whenever 
he chuſes to publiſh the papers, which he furniſhed to, 
and are now withheld by, Miniſters, papers of the ut- 
moſt importance, according to his declaration in this 
Houſe, to the State, 10 the Farliament, and to the 
Public. ' 

The amendment made to the addreſs goes ſtill far- 
ther, and takes larger ground, including, however, 
that of the late American commander. It propoſes to 
enquire into all the late fatal counſels, which have 

brought on a diſmemberment of the empire. The 
juſtice of the nation calls loudly for it, and therefore 
my feeble voice thall be for that wiſe and neceflary 


meaſure, 


Vorxs of March 10, 1779. 


Reſolved, 


Thar this Houſe: will, 8 reſolve iulelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 


granting further relief to Zones d; Jenting miniſters 
and ſchool-maſters. 
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ps © IF mol e be btis | 

| © dat at this time to enter into che merits of 10 
im . Net a queſt ion. to-religiaus liberty among us, but 

Sk 19, PIE the obje&tions of the honourable gentleman * + 

2 : [ Bear me, againſt, going into 2 committee for, this con- | 
Mt 1 FAM) early oppoſition is more harſh than 

Tin ed T He: thinks the, queſtion ſhould not. now 


* 


185 Vecaule a time of tumult, 1 and war, | 


„ 


2 V year, Pp vat 4 Dire and war. Not the 


Act of. laſt Seſſion in favour of the Roman Cattiolicks, 
deem ſo great an alteration in our eccleſiaſtcal police. 
On the contrary, the nation has more firmly attached 
to it by the ties of gratitude a very conſiderable num- 
ber of ufeful ſubjects. Not the leaſt tumuit or diſtur- 
bance has been the conſequence of that wiſe meaſure. 
It is impoſſible, Sir; that toleration can create tumults 
and religious wars. Perſecution is, indeed, a moſt 
active demon, delighting in human ſacrifices, has 


*! Sirwilan Bagot, Barkovt)! Member for Staffordſhire. » , | 
+ The Roman Catholicks are ſuppoſed to de much more numerous than they 
"rely are in England.” 
When the Earl of Re and in the Houſe of Lords for an Enquiry into 
* the number of Roman Catholicks in this kingdom, his Grace (Archbiſhop 
« Secker) was very active in forwarding that meaſure. The return for his own 
"$$ gioceſe was no more than 271; that for all the dioceſes in England and Wales did 
nt exceed 68,000.” Life of Secker, prefixed to his Sermons, . 8vo, 1780. 


5 55 em) drenched 
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drenched our fields, and dyed. our ſcaffolds, with tha, 
ſlaughter of the victims, of ; religious rage; but the © 


| ſpirit of roleration 1 18 .conciliating, heals diviſiens, and 


teaches men mutual forbearance, m meekneſs, gentleneſs; ' 
and univerſal beneyolenee, The r ee in 


„„ 


"TEE 


complaint of e Ab fig no inſtance of 5 rity V againſt 


any of the ſects which differ from the eſtabliſhmen 


When the Houſe proceeded the lat year to, gig far 


to the Roman Catholics, was any petition, Previouſly 


preſented ? Was'a committee appointed to ſtate the 


various facts of perſecutiqn, or even harſh uſage? 


Were any caſes of that nature . 5 in roof 2 2 No, 
Sit; the Houſe proceeded on the hang: wv gs 


moving all unjuſt and impolitick reſtraiges, on the ju - 


tice of NR the ſubject free as to al opinions mere] 
reli gious, on t 


Bis Neater in 'the manner which he thinks moſt 


8 
ceptable to the Deity. The Roman Carholicks = 1 


not been barraſſed by A oy legal” 1 64 by 
the laws were une pealed Which Pur them, mM 


er 0 were a 


Power of e every infamous informer... Ine EY. 

At any, time to the moſt 1 Tigorous 1 at 2 

to the moſt mortifyi ying reſtraints. The wiſdom and 
equity c of Piaget at laſt interpoſed, and. reſtored 
ep, to ſeveral of *Hhelr natural” rights, ; Wirth, 8 


„Ines JH3 £0 3IsE f 


M, 


E natural rights of every man to wor ip | 


all times 
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2 Proteſtant diſſenters have a much ſtronger claim 
n government. They have ſteadily ſupported the 
_ of freedom. They have acted on almoſt every 
occaſion with ſpirit and vigour againſt thoſe, who have 
endeavoured to overthrow this free conſtitution, and 
bury liberty in its ruins. As the conſequence and proof 
of rheir attachment to rhe cauſe of liberty, they have 
been among the moſt zealous for rhe ſucceſſion in the 
preſent illuſtrious family, a ſucoefſion often ſecretly at- 


_ tempted to be undermined, and openly invaded by 


the tools of arbitrary power, both at home and abroad, 
At this hour, however, the Diſſenters remain ſubject 


to ſeveral barbarous and cruel laws, enacted on the 


ſpur of a preſent neceſſity, as it was thought, and 
therefore acquieſced in almoſt without murmuring, 
bpr laws, which diſgrace a thinking people, and are a 
contradiction to every principle of ſound policy. 

Ihe honourable gentleman near me has oppoſed the 


motion on another ground, the danger of it to the 


eſtabliſhed church at this alarming, period. He pa- 


| therically lamenrs the progreſs of Atheiſm, and the 
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twenty years. I think this accuſation on our country 
ill founded. I believe, Sir, I have. read more books 
of religious controverſy than the worthy baronet, and 
I deny the publication, of the numerous atheiſtical 
works, which have engaged the public attention, in 
this country, even for the laſt half century. . I might 
call for the- Proof of a ſingle atheiſtical book, of the 
leaſt note, publiſhed in the eighteen. ears of this pi- 
ous, if not glorious, reign. Deiſm in ee Sir, ſound, 
pure Deiſm, has made a rapid progreſs, 1 not only in this 
aſd, but in every part of the continent. It is al- 
moſt 
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moſt become the religion of Europe #*, Atheiſin i is 
certainly not the prevailing, faſhionable error of this 
enlightened age or country, but every year adds to the 
number of the e diſciples of Deiſm. TIhive not heard of 
any outrages or violent perſecutions among the Deiſts, 
although certainly they are greatly multiplied of late; 
but we have to lament the uncharitable ſpirit. of moſt 
ſects of Chriſtians, and even of not a ſmall number of 
the eſtabliſhed church of our own country, of which 
I am a member as well as my good neighbour. T he 
honourable gentleman is not well informed, It is a 
miſtake to impute all the late publications againſt the 
received ſyſtem of the Chriſtian religion to the Proteſt- 
ant diſſenters of any denomination. The fact is, that 
the authors of the greater part are members of the 
eſtabliſhed church of England. 

As the laws now ſtand, a Diſſenting preacher is ob- 
liged, in order to avoid ſevere penalties, and to enjoy the 
benefit of the Act of Toleration, to ſubſcribe the 39 
articles of the church of England, that is of another 
church, except che 34th, 35th, and 36th, and a part 
of the 2oth article. I hope we ſhall go into a com- 
mittee to conſider of the repeal. of ſo unjuſt and unr 
charitable a ſyſtem of laws. I will not now, Sir, exa 
mine the orthodoxy, or abſurdity, of the doctrinal parts 
of the 39 articles; but I deſire to proteſt againſt any 
man's being compelled to ſubſeribe them, becauſe they 
militate againſt the firſt great principle of Chriſtian 
charity. In the 8th; article we find, ** that, the three 
& creeds, Nicene creed, Athanafi qu creed, and that 


a "*% 1; adoration pure de VEtre RPA commence A are wier Thul la religidn 
de tous les honnëtes gens; et bientot elle deſcendra;dans une partie ſaint du peu- 
ple meme. D. page 52. 


„ which 


E 

which is commonly called the Apoſtles reed, ought 
& . thoroughly to. be received and. believed : for they 

e may. be preved by moſt certain warrants of Holy 
T Scripture.” Now, Sir, one article of faith in the 
Athanafian creed is, that * except every one de keep 
& whole and undefiled the Catholick faith, as ſet forth 
«in chat creed, without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſt- 
ce ingly.” I want words, Sir, to expreſs my horror at 
the total wanr of Chriſtian charity, the indecency, the 
fooliſh prejudice, arid even inſolence of ſuch a decla- 
tion. A much higher church authority than St. Atha- 
"naſius, the Apoſtle ' Peter, affures us, that “ in every 
nation he that feareth God, and worketh righteouſucſs, 
10 accepted with bim;” ind. the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, St. Paul, ſeems to hold a; very different doc- 
trine; for he tells us of three beautiful 6ſters, the 
three. Chriſtian Graces, Faith, Hope, and Charity, which 
abide, theſe three, but he adds, the greateſt of thefe is 
Charity. T hope the committee will exempt the Pro- 
teſtant diſſenting miniſters and ſchool-maſters from be- 
ing called upon to ſubſeribe this monſtrous propoſition 
of St. Athanaſius. I think it our duty, for theſe con- 
ſiderations belong directly to the juriſdiction of Par- 
liament. By the very writs of election, we are called 
together to conſider of certain arduous and urgent af. 
airs concerning the State and the Church. The moment 

ikewiſe appears to be happily choſen, for the bandage 
is at laſt fallen from the eyes of m e and 15 
fecution drops her iron rod. 

I am not ſtruck by the dread of the FO to the 
Church; with which ſome gentlemen ſeem alarmed. - 
On the contrary, I think it would do honour: to. our 
| Church tot treat with tenderneſs all thoſe, WhO are un⸗ 
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happy enough not to be in her boſom. I admire the 
temper with which the late indulgences to the Roman 
Catholicks were received, and moſt certainly a Re- 
formed Church muſt be ſtill more kindly diſpoſed to 
their Proteſtant brethren. Our Maſter has told us, in 
the largeſt and moſt general terms, that where two 

or three are gathered together in his name, he was in the 
mich of them, 

Sir, I honour the i ingenuity of the worthy * Baronet, 
who made the motion, in contriving to oblige us to 
hear many pages of a ſermon; by reading them as part 
of his ſpeech. It was happily imagined, for I underſtood 
on a late occaſion that not one member of this Houſe 
attended you, Sir, to St. Margaret's; and I believe the 
Chancellor likewiſe on that day was left without a fin- 
gle Lord. Surely, Sir, it is then high time to diſcon- 
tinue the obſervance of that annual faſt for the death of a 
tyrant. Many other ſermons have this day been quoted by 
gentlemen; but the proof ariſing from them only goes to 
the private ſentiments of the preacher, or of the few 
who hear, or read, and approve thoſe. ſermons. I really 
think -the general opinion of the clergy at this day 
is for a liberal toleration, and I truſt that a majority even 
of the epiſcopal order will now aſſent. They have acqui · 
eſced in the juſtice done to the Roman Catholics, and 
I hope the preſent relief intended to the Proteſtant 
diffenting miniſters and ſchoolmaſters will not be given 
with reluctance, nor in the leaſt delayed, but cordially 
adopted both by clergy and laity, and that the Houſe 
will immediately reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
| Houſe, to confider of granting further relief to Proteſtant 
di difenting minifters and ſchoolma/ters. 

Sir Henry Hoghton, Baronet, Member for Preſtgn. | 
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Vorks of March 15, 1779. 


The Lord Advocate for Scotland having taken his 
ſeat for the firſt time this ſeſſion, 


7 Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
| Mr. Speaker, 


I am glad to ſee now in his place rhe firſt law officer of 
the crown for Scotland. I have a real reſpect for his 
very ſuperior abilities, and am always charmed with his 
manly eloquence. I waited with impatience for his ar- 
rival to call upon him to make good his promiſe laſt 


year to the Houſe, to bring in a bill this ſeſſion for the 


relief of the Roman Catholics in the northern parts of 
this iſland.” I remember his obſervation the laſt ſeſſion, 
that-the penal laws of that part of the united kingdom 
againſt the Roman Catholics had been enacted previ- 
ous to the Union, and were of ſo complicated a nature, 


that it would require a good deal of time fully to inveſ- 


tigate them, in order to frame a bill for their total, or 
partial, repeal. He therefore declared it adviſeable to 
defer the relief of the Scotriſh Roman Catholics till the - 
next ſeſſion of Parliament, when he pledged himſelf to 
the Houſe that he would have a bill ready for that pur- 


| pole. The idea was ap proved by both ſides of the Houſe, 


2 Henry Dundas, Eſq; Member for Edinburzhſhire. 
mY & : and 
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and warmly recommended to the honourable gentle- 
man's peculiar attention. So much of the preſent ſeſ- 
ſion is already elapſed, that I think it my duty on his 
firſt appearance to remind him of that parliamentary 
engagement, which I doubt not he is ready immedi- 
ately to fulfil. 


The Lord Advocate then went into a detail of the 
peculiar circumſtances of his ſituation, of the late tu- 
mults at Edinburgh and Glaſgow, and concluded that 
he believed the Scottiſh Roman Catholics rather wiſhed 
the 1 to be deferred. 


Mr. mer then wo 


Mr. Speaker, 


I think it is now apparent that the honour and inde- 
pendency of this Houſe have been meanly ſacrificed by the 
friends of adminiſtration to the ſeditious populacein Scot- 
land. An example of a fatal nature has been given by the 
mobs of Edinburgh and Glaſgow to the mobs of London 
and Weſtminſter to tiſe, and endeavour by ſimilar out- 
rages to prevent any matter of moment diſpleaſing to 
them from ever being brought into Parliament. The 
magiſtrates of Edinburgh appear to have been apprized 
of the intended riot ſome days before. They at leaſt 
connived at the tumult. If the accounts publiſhed there 
are to be credited, they actually aided and abetted the 

' rioters. They ſaw with pleaſure the various cruelties 
exerciſed by a lawleſs banditti. They exerted their 
authority only againſt thoſe, who endeavoured to quell 
the riot . By a proclamation | in their name, four days 


after 


* In the pamphlet publitied by Coghlan, it is ſald, . The Duke of Buecleugh 
— ECL CE EEC ˙ EERINY and expreſſed their in« 
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after the riot, they ſeem to plead guilty, for they de- 
clare, after this public aſſurance, the Lord Provaſ and 
e magiſtrates will take the moſt vigorous meaſures for 
00 repreſſing any tumultuous or riotous meetings of the 


populace, which may bereafter ariſe; being ſatisfied 
« that any future diſorders will proceed only from the 
&« 2vicked views of bad and deſgning men,” a very hand- 


ſome, although indirect, compliment to the good views 


of the former well-meaning rioters. A ſolemn promiſe 
had -been made in the name of government to the mob 


by the * Lord Juſtice Clerk, that no bill in favour of 
x the 


« dignation in the ſtrongeſt terms; and as the riot act had been read ſome time be- 
« fore, only waited Lord Provoſt's ¶ Walter Hamilton's) orders to repel force by force, 
« and ſave the Houſe. 

« When his Grace ſaw what the mob was intending, he deſired the Lord Prove/ 
«to give him leave to act with the neceſſary vigour, and undertuok, if he was al- 
« lowed, to prevent all future miſchief; but this leave being refuſed, he. ruſhed 
« among the mob, and took five priſoners with his own hand, whom he delivered to 
« his men, but the Lord Pro vs immediately deſired they might be releaſed. Upon 
cc. this his grace replied, that being there as a military man, under the command of 
« the civil magiſtrate, he would not releaſe them without expreſs orders. Thoſe 
60 orders bis Lordſhip immediately gave, and the priſoners were releaſed. 

Hay, ftraw, tar barrels, and other combuſtible matter, which the mob had al- 
cc ready prepared, were ſet on fire in different parts of the Houſe ; which, when 
Major Sir ſames Johnſton perceived, he immediately ordered ſome of his men to 
« force their way into the Houſe, and extinguiſh the flames. This they chearfully 
« did, and ip a ſhort time had almoſt got the fire under; but the Preveff, ſeeing this, 
cc qeſired Sir James to recall his men. The Major expreſſed his utmoſt ſurprize at 
« ſuch orders, and refuſed to recall them, unleſs hit Lordfbip ſhould give him poſitive 
ce orders to do ſo. The orders were immediately given, the men were withdrawn, 
« the flames ſoon prevailed, and in a ſhort time the whole houſe was reduced to 
«aſhes, with the beſt part of tke furniture of five families who dwelt i in it.” Pages 
22 22z 24 

A Dey of Algiers offered to burn his capital for half the ſum, Which the Bom- 
bardment of it by Louis XIV. would coſt; but a Lord Proveſt of Edinburgh is the 
firſt Chriſtian magiſtrate who gave directions, as an incendiary, for the progreſs 
of devouring flames in his capital. If a Lord Mayor of London had acted in this 
manner, he would moſt aſſuredly have held up his hand at the Old Baily, and been 
capitally convicted. 

- - *-Þy the Right Hon. Loyd Feftice Clerk, Edinburgh, Feb. 12, 1779. 

This day a letter was received from L-rd Viſcount Weymouth, his Majeſty's Princi- 
al decre.ary A State for the Southern department, dated St. James's, Feb. 8, 1779, 


addreſſed 
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the Scottiſh Roman Catholics ſhould be brought into 
the Houſe of Commons this ſeſſion. Is it poſſible, Sir, 
to imagine a more ignominious furrender of the dig- 
nity of Parliament, or a more perfect annihilation of 
our legiſlative rights? A Britiſh Parliament is con- 


trolled in their proceedings by an Edinburgh mob, and 


we are forbid even beginning an act of juſtice and hu- 
manity by an ignorant and inſotent mob, by a mad and 
lawleſs rabble.. The public faith, pledged in the moſt 
ſolemn manner by government to the Roman Catholics 
of Scotland, is groflly violated. The Attorney General 
was proceeding capitally againft ſome rioters, who, in 
the general joy for the triumph of virtue and bravery 
over malice and perſecution, had broken windows in 
this metropolis ; yet the mob of Edinburgh, who had 
pulled down and ſet fire to houſes, and totally ruined 
ſome innocent individuals, are unnoriced by the law of- 
ficers of the Crown. Inſtead of puniſhment, they meet 


applauſe ; they obtain the object for which they had 


riotouſly aſſembled. England, Sir, has relaxed her pe- 
nal laws againſt the Roman Catholics. Ireland has re- 
laxed her penal laws; but Scotland obſtinately refuſes, 
although her penal laws are much more barbarous than 
thoſe of the other two kingdoms *. It becomes then 

| the 


dreſſed to Lord Nice Clerk, in which, after informing him of the indiſpoſition of 
he Earl of Suffolk, to whom, as Secretary of State for the Northern department, 
Lord Juſtice Clerk's letters had been addreſſed, and after expreſſing great concern for 
the alarms which had been raiſed in the minds of the people of Scotland, upon the 
ſubject of an intended repeal of the laws againſt Papiſts, his Lordſhip gives the wr f 
2 tive aſſurance, that no ſuch bill is intended to be brought into Parliament by any mem- 
ber of Government, or by any other perſon known to his Lordſhip, and defires Lord 
Juſtice Clerk immediately to take ſuch courſe as he ſhall judge moſt expedient to 
quiet the minds of all ranks of people on that ſubject. Tho. Miller. 

*The kirk of Scotland appears to be a cenſorious, ill-bred, abuſive, perſecuting 
prude, who can give nobody a good word. She is always talking againſt her ſiſter 
ef England, a ſober, decent matron, whom ſhe reviles for wearing clean white 

| linen, and liſtening to the profanc organ. But the greateſt object of her rage is a 
T flaunti g 
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the wiſdom and juſtice of Parliament in this crifis to 
act with ſpirit. The conduct of adminiſtration appears 
to me highly criminal, and the legiſlature ought there- 
fore to interfere. Every government owes protection 
to its ſuhjects, or forfeits their allegiance. | When Iam 
informed that the peaceable and loyal Roman Catho- 
lics of Scotland find no ſecurity even in their capital for 
their lives and property, I do not heſitate to aſſert that 
There is a agen o all Government. 


— 


bt of April 20, 1779: 


The Houſe aeg ieſelf 3 into a committee of the 
whole Houſe upon the Bill for the further relief ef Pro- 
teſtant diſſenting miniſters and ſchoolmaſters. 

Frederick Montague, Efq; member for Higham 
1 Ferrers, took the chair of the committee. 


Mr, Vi thee only 
Mr. Montague, 8 


I am a ſteady friend to religious liberty and the right 
of private judgment, and therefore I hope to ſee this 
bill go through the committee, «nclogged by either of 
the reſts propoſed by the noble * Lord in the blue rib- 
hand, gr the honourable: + gentleman near him. Nei- 


faunting Italian lady, with whom ſhe is in a real ſtate of warfare. She would not 
gnly tear all the fine cloaths from her back, but ſhe would tear the lady herſelf limb 
from limb. She delights in the fouleſt and moſt opprobrious expreſſions, and on ſo- 


lamn occaſions, 8 calls her Whore, and the Where 
of Babylon, 
* Lord North. 


y0on, Baron, Member for Proc | 
F Ve e 2 ther 
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ther of them has advanced a ſyllable to prove the claim 
of rhe civit magiſtrate to interpoſe in matters of pri- 
vate opinion, to over-tule the rights of conſcience, or 
to dictate a creed for the reſt of the community. I deny 
that the civil magiſtrate has the leaſt concern with the 
falvation of ſouls, or that any power of that nature is 
delegated to him, Men aſſemble in ſociety only for 
he ſecurity of their civil rights, for the preſeryation and 
poſſeſſion of life, liberty, houſes, goods, effects, all 
kinds of property. The magiſtrate is therefore armed 
with the whole force of the ſtate to aſſiſt the weak 
againſt the violence of the ſtrong, Here his power 
ends, It need not, it cannot be carried further. My 
faith, whether robuſt or feeble, muſt depend on the 
perſuaſion of my own mind, on the ſtrength or weak- 
neſs of my underſtanding, on the conviction, which 
reaſoning may operate. A perſon cannot be privileged 
to think and examine matters of faith ro be believed 
by another. So far only as I know, can I give a full 
aſſent, Some. gentlemen near me are miſtaken, when 
they talk in ſo confidential a ſtrain of the ſincerity and 
certainty of their faith, for no man could ever actually 
believe every thing in the 39 articles, becauſe no man 
ever could underſtand the whole, In eyery unintelli- 
gible propoſition, it is impoſſible to decide as to the 
truth or falſehood. Vain ſelf-love makes a bigot think 
any opinion different from his own to be hereſy, but 
every man is undoubtedly orthodox te himſelf. The 
power of compulſion in points of faith would lead to 
the enacting of error no leſs than of truth. Such a 
claim is attended with this plain abſurdity, that the ci- 
vil magiſtrate muſt every where have the ſame juriſdic- - 
tion, and that the ſole right of judging muſt be in him. 
5 Y 4 |  Ifhall 
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1 ſhall rherefore be oomtnantled at London to fubſcribe 
e Old and New Teftament ; but if I were born in the 
latitude of Conſtantinople, the Mufty might equally 
claim my belief of the Koran. If I were a native of 
Indoſtan, the Veidam, the Gentoo creed, and the Ordina- 
tions of the Pundir, muſt be acknowledged of di- 
vine authority; but in the north, all the various na- 
tions of the old Scandinavia, would have held out to me 
the inſpired Edda, or em of Runic mythology . The 
civil magiſtrate can clearly have no right to preſcribe 
error; and we ſee how infinitely it varies, while truth is 
ſimple as well as uniform. It cannot then deperid on 
the magiſtrate to enact truth, for we find how fallible 
be is, that he often enacts error, and no man will aſſert 
that T ought to be compelled to embrace error. But, | 
Sir, no other man can think and determine for me in 
matters of conſcience. The ſame argument, which 
drings conviction to the mind of one man, often ope- 
rates very feebly on another. If I am not convinced, 
can I fairly aſſent or believe? Or am I to be compelled | 
to the declaration of a falſhood ? The portion of reaſon 
which God has given every man, can alone decide for 
him on the truth or falſhood of any propoſition held 
out to him by another. By his own reaſon alone can 
he Judge, and will he be Judged; - 


An impudent Frenchman has called the efabliſhed religion of every country, 
is religion du beurer eau. 


bine. 
8 ih troupe Gearlats A Roms a fait un choix, 
Leu füt- il un fot; eft des- rs infalllible. 
Dans Inde le Veidam, et dans Londres la Bible, 
A Thöpital des fous ont logs plus d'eſprits, 
Que Grizel ma trouve de dupes a Paris, 
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I am at a loſs to gueſs on what pretenee, except the 
tt of power, in ſome countries the civil magiſtrate 
has uſurped the claim of decreeing articles of faith for 
the reſt of the community. If I am à good ſubject of 
the State, loyal to the Prince and zealous for the wel- 
fare of my country, is not the great end of my affoci- 
ating in civil ſociety fully anſwered? 1 have {tipu- 
lated for protection to my perſon and property from the 
laws ,and the return is obedience to them. I am to defend 
the State, which defends me; but has this the leaft 
connection with my believing the religion of another 
man, with any mode of faith? In all cafes where the 
public weal is not intereſted, I preſerve my natural li- 
berty. Four or five French wits ſome years ago facti- 
ficed a goat to Bacchus: They had a right to make a 
burnt-offering of their own goat to whom they pleaſed; 
to eat any part of it themſelves, and conſume the reſt, 
according to their private caprice. But if a man 
mould attempt to ſacrifice his ſon to Molock, the ci- 
vil magiſtrate ought to interpoſe, and puniſh not the 
ſacrifice, but the foul murder. The diſtinction is clear 
and founded in reafon. 'The one is a fooliſh, but harm- 
leſs a&, not attended by injury to any perſon. The 
other is a horrid breach of the neceſſary police of every 
ſtate, a violation of a moſt important law. , The great 
Locke puts a fimilar caſe: If any people congre- 
« gateq upon account of religion, ſhould be deſirous to 
_« facrifice a calf, I deny that they ought to be prohibited 
by a law. Aſelibæus, whoſe: calf it is, may lawfully 
% kill his calf at home, and burn any part of it he 
çe thinks fit. For no inſury is done to any one, no 
cc prejudice to another man's goods. And for the ſame 
| 7 reaſon he may kill his calf alſo in a religious man- 


2 * ner. 
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tc ner. But if the intereſt of the commonwealth re- 
= quired all laughter of beaſts ſhould be forborn far 
ce ſome time, in order to the encreaſing of the ſtock of 
5 cattle, that had been deſtroyed by ſome extraordi- 
& nary murrain; who ſees not that the magiſtrate, in 
4 ſuch a caſe, may forbid all his ſubjects to kill any 
be calves for any uſe whatſoever?ꝰ 

Such, Sir, are the ſound principles of toleration; and 
yet Locke was ſo alarmed by the bigotry and ran- 
corous oppoſition of the Oxford Tories, then too in high 
credit, that he did not venture to ſpeak out, and ta ar- 
gue with all the powers of his eplarged underftandipg, 
He ſays, that he would tolerate the idolater, not the 
Atheiſt, I cannot aſſign any cauſe of difference, ſup- 
poſing each to be equally a peaceable ſubject. Was 
David Hume, the profeſſed Atheiſt, one of the moſt 
humane of our ſpecies, an irreproachable denizen, not 
to be allowed to reſide quietly in his qwn Houſe ? 
Could ſuch a proſcription come from a Locke? Can a 
man forfeit all his franchiſes for a miſtaken point of 
ſpeculation? As to the Atheiſt being admitted into 
places of truſt or profit, that is a further conſideration. 
Locke argues, that promiſes, covenants, and oaths, 
« which are the bonds of human ſociety, can have no 
* hold upon an Atheiſt.” I admit the obſervation as 
to oa/hs, moſt ſhockingly multiplied amopg us on every 
occaſion, - Perhaps e of a heavy nature might 
be as effectual with mankind in general. The reaſon- 
ing does not hold gopd as to promiſes and covenants, 
This is the doctrine of mere violence. I would not, 
Sir, perſecute even the Atheiſt . I think he has a 
2 There is a beautiful paſſage in the fecond book of Eſdras, ch. 1. ver. 22, 23. | 


Thus ſaith the Almighty Lord, When ye were in the wilderneſs, in the river of, (he 


 Amorites, being athirft, and blaſpbeming my name, I gave you not fire fer your bl. be- 
mien, but coft a tree in the water, and made tþe ier ſweet, 
| right 


1 


right to toleration, and, for my own part, I pity him, 
for he wants the conſolation, which I enjoy *, 
I would ſupport the ſublime dome of St. Paul's, but 

I would not deſtroy a beautiful Pantheon. I wiſh to 
ſee riſing in the ,neighbourhood of a Chriſtian cathe- 
dral, near its gothic rowers, the minaret of a Turkiſh 
moſque, a Chineſe pagoda, and Jewiſh ſynagogue; 
with a temple of the ſun, if any Perſians could be found 
to inhabit this iſland, and worſhip in this gloomy cli- 
mate, the God of their idolatry. The ſole buſineſs of the 
magiſtrate is to take care that they did not perſecute one 
another, for prie/ts of all religions are the ſame. I ſpeak 
not individually, but generally, as too fond of power, 
ambitious, graſping at wealth, honours, and preferment, 
luxurious, indolent, intolerant. Even the toleration aft 
appears to me incomplete, and in a degree to breathe 
the ſpirit of perſecution. I agree with the honourable 

I gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that it has great need of 
amendment. There is an abſurd intolerance remaining 
even in that act, as if nothing human could be perfect, 
as aſtronomers remark ſpots in the ſun. One of the | 
clauſes enacts, that it /hall not extend to give any eaſe, © 
benefit, or advantage, to any perſon that ſhall deny, in bis 

_ preaching or writing, the doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity, as 
it it declared in the aforeſaid articles that is, the thirty- 


* Voltaire ſays, in a letter to a friend, Nov. 10, 1770, Jo vous ſais bien bon 
grede re prouver I A:heiſme, et d'aimer ce vers, 


Si Dieu n'exiſtait pas, il faudrait Vinventer. 
Je ſuis rarement content de mes vers, mais j'avoue que Yai une tendreſſe de pere 
pour celui-la. ; 

Les ennemis des cauſes finales m ont todjours paru plus hardis que raiſonnables. 
F'ils rencontrent des chevilles et des trous, ils avouent ſans h&fitex que les unes om 
{ts faites pour les autres, et ren . 
pꝛetes, &c. c. 


| of Thomas Powys, Eſq. Member for Northamptonſhire, 5% 
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ine atfictes, Now, Sir, niany learned and pious men 
have been of opinion, that the Athana/ian doctrine of 
the Trinity, enjoined to be believed by the thirty: nine 
#rticles, is direct polytheiſm: It is certainly a ſpecula- 


tive opinion, uninterefting to the welfare of the com- 


munity, and therefore I ought to be left at liberty to 
teject or adopt it, according ro the ſtrength or weak- 


| hefs of my private judgment. Notwithſtanding the 


pteſent forbearance of the church, which we are now 
teminded of, we know from ſuch exatnples as Whifton, 
Clarke, and Hoadly, that eyen in this century good 
and exemplary men have ſuffered perſedition. on ac 
count of this very doctrine, and various ſpecies of pre- 
tended hereſy, who were preſerved merely by the in- 
terpoſition of the humane rulers of the ſtate. 

According to the preſent ſyſtem af laws, there is 
not only a real perſecution of the Proteſtant diſſentin 
miniſters, but a direct invaſion of the natural rights o 
the laity, of every man who has the happineſs of a 
father's name in this country. I ſuppoſe, Sir, it will 

be readily admitted, that the good education of chil- 


dren is the moſt important duty of every parent. I 


will then ſuppoſe, as I am told is actually the caſe of 


noble Lord * diſtinguiſhed for his great political 
e knowledge, am refined taſte in the polite arts, that a 
flather is of opinion a certain Diſſenting Clergyman 


will educate his ſon better than any other perſon. It 
becomes then the duty of a father, under ſuch a per- 


fuaßon; to commit the education of his ſon to that 


tutor Is he then to ſubject the Diſſenting Clergyman 
£0 the moſt ridiculous reſtraints, not to come within five 
miles of a city, town corporate, or borough, a * in 


3 2 teis thought that this altutes to Lord Shelburne and Dr. Prieſtley. 


o 
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gaſfng upon the road, or unleſs regvired by legal procefey 
to impriſanment without bai} or mginprize, or to. heayy 


pecuniary penalties?" or is he to violate the ſtrongeſt in- 


junctions of nature? I will venture, Sir, to affirm, 
that there are not in Europe men of more liberal ideas, 
more general knowledge, more cultivated underſtand- 

ing, and in al} xeſpects men better calculated to forms 
the riſing generation, to give the ſtate wile and xirtu- 
ous citizens, than the doors Price, Prieſtley, and 


Kippis. Yet the rad of perſecution hangs over hem 


by a 6ogle thread, if they do not ſubſcribe zhirtyofips 


articles and à half of our church, A mercenary in- 
former, or a blind zealot, may bring under the laſh of 


the law, men, who | do honour to the age in which WE | 


live, and the moſt abandoned of gur ſpecies have it 


now in their power to perſecute virtue and genius, 
when exerted for the benefit of mankind. 


The noble Lord in the hlue ribband, and the 


honoyrable gentleman near him, with a curious in- 


conſiſtency, are for aboliſhing one religious teſt, and 
ſubſtituting between them two others, for och pro- 
poſes a different teft to be added to this bill. I am 
againſt the old teſt; and when we have got rid of that, 
my voice will never be for freſh ſhackles on tender con- 
ſciences.. I mainrainthe doctrine of the magiſtrate not 


having a right to interfere, except to preſetve tha 


peace and order of ſociety, and to protect our civil 
rights. Are the thirty-nine articles connected as to 
doctrinal points with the civil duties or rights of the 
ſubject? Certainly not. Whence then can ariſe the 


right of compulſion to the ſubſcriprion of them ? They 


are even hoſtile to civil liberty, and therefore unfit to 
be impoſed on the ſubjects of a free ſtate, The article 


which 


(4 

which enjoins the Hamilis to be received is 4 godly a 
wholeſome dofirins will be confidered as a libel on this 

free conſtitution by every man who has read the Homily 
againſt rebellion. That Homily declares, that, for con- 
ſcience ſake, we muſt ſubmit to a Caligula, a Clau- 

&« dius, or a Nero, fooliſh fulert, or moſt cruel tyrants.” 
Then was the Revolution unjuſt. Is a free-botn Eng- 
liſhman to be called upon to ſubſcribe a doctrine, which 

no man in Turkey believes or acts upon? Abſurdities 

will in vain be preached and enjoined. In every ex- 
treme caſe we find Nature reſumes her rights, and Juſ- 
tice triumphs, in one country by the bow: ring, in 
another by the axe. All points of ſpeculative doctrine 
ought to be equal to the civil magiſtrate.” Will it be 
aſſerted that a perſon, who believes only in the Divine 
Unity, and whoſe religious worſhip is reſtricted to the 

one ſole ſelf-exiſtent Creator, may not be as faithful a 
ſubject, as another who believes the Athanaſian doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and pays divine honours to, in- 
ferior, to derived beings. They both may contribute 
equally to the enormous taxes, which the noble Lord 

is year after year enforcing for this iniquitous and ac- 

| curſed American war. 80 far both ought to be held 
k in the ſame eſtimation by our political rulers. Is a per- 
| ſon to be deemed factious for not believing the ſubjec- 
tion of every individual of the human race to everlaſt. 
ing damnation for a crime to which he was not con- 
ſenting, committed before his exiſtence ? May I not 
hold the univerſality and impartiality of the divine 
goodneſs, if I live peaceably, and obey the laws of my 
country? Surely, Sir, a good ſubje& may doubt that 
every man is of his own nature inclined to evil, and that 
my per ſor born into this world dgſerveth God's wrath 


and 
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#nd damnation. 1 may be zealous for the Proteſtant fic- 
ceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, and yet not believe 
that the laſt ſweet prince of that illuſtrious line, the very 
young OZavius, had in ſo few days abode among 
us deſerved God's wrath and damnation. Upon my 
word, Sir, the doctrine of ſome, who call themſelves 
orthodox, and deal out damnation ſo liberally, makes 


an humane man tremble. Let us no longer think of 


impoſing theſe, or any other, articles of faith. Expe- 
rience tells us, thar terrors and rewards may create 


temporary. proſelytes and hypocrites, but reaſon only 


can make a ſincere” convert. It is high time to pro- 


claim religious liberty in its full extent to a people, 


who have long abjured the ſpiritual tyranny of Rome. 
The honourable gentleman near the noble Lord ſays, 


that he © is for the declaration againſt Popery, becauſe 
it is a civil teſt, and as ſuch it forms a clauſe of the 


& hill on our table.” There is not, Sir, in that decla- 


ration a ſingle ſyllable reſpecting the civil rights of 
mankind. Tenets of religion only are laid down in 


that declaration. The words of it are, © I do believe 


that in the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper there is 
« not any tranſubſtantiation of the elements of bread 
be and wine into the body and blood of Chriſt, at or 


« after the conſecration thereof by any perſon what-" 
« ſoever; and that the invocation or adoration of the 


* Virgin Mary, or any other faint, and the ſacrifice 


ce of the maſs, as they are now uſed in the church of 
er Rome, are ſuperſtitious and idolatrous.” Theſe, Sir, 
are merely controverted points of ſpeculation, with which 


the magiſtrate 1 is not concerned, except as an individual, 


as a private Chriſtian, They cannot affect the public 
peace, or ſafety of the ſtate. A Roman Catholic may be- 


lieve 


| 
| 
| 
| 
-Y 
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lieye theſe, or purgatory, auricular confeſſion, extreme 
unction, and other doctrinal points; yet if he will take 
what is really a civil teſt, the oath preſcribed by the Act 
of laſt year, that he denies the pope, or any other 
« foreign prince having any temporal or civil juriſ- 
„ dition, power, ſuperiority, or pre-eminence, di- 
< rely or jndireRily, within the realm, and that he 
i will be faithful, and bear true allegiance,” which 
the moſt reſpectable Roman Catholics have done, 
he then bag 2 claim to the fame civil immunities 
with all ather ſuhjects, I wiſh not to offend, but 
I declare that I am ſorry the Roman Cathelic has 
not the epjoyment of every franchiſe which is claimed 
by bis fcllow-ſpbjetts, on the fame terms of alle 
glance, and giving the ſame ſecurity to the ſtate. Gen- 
tlemen ſeem ſurpriſed, but it appears to me, by that 
Cath the Roman Catholic directly abjures the imperium 
in imperio, gives ſecurity for the public peace, and al- 
lows the magiſtrate all the power, which the great pur- 
poſes of ſociety confer upon him, I plead his cauſe, 
becauſe I. thigk it that of religious liberty, and the 
rights of priyate'conſcience, no leſs than the cauſe of 
all Proreſtant diſſenters. I believe I may do it with- 
qut . ſuſpicion ; for no man, who ever continued ſe 
long at Rome and in Italy, was ever leſs ſuſpected of 
being tainted with the errors of Popery. Religion 
ſhould teach us the moſt refined humanity, and all ber 
wt ſhopld be peace. The bigot is ſeldom the vir- 
tuous, the meek, the amiable, or the learned cha- 
cer #. MS | 


# Our fathers muſt have been amazed to find that the greateſt ſticklers for the 
church in their times were Dr. Sach:were/ll and Nell Gwynn, whoſe funeral ſer- 
mon, or rather panegyrick, was preached by Teniſon, afterwards archbiſhop 
of Canterbury. — hs . 3 
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The noble Lord in the blue ribband propoſes another 
teſt, an oath of being a Chriſtian, a Proteſtant, and 
' believing the Holy | Scriptures, as ſeverally received 
among Proteſtants, to be the word of God. The ſame 
objection lies to the compulſion of this, as of any other 
creed, becauſe it is acknowledging the uſurped power 
of the magiſtrate. Is human authority to give the 
ſanction of a revelation from God to books of divine 
inſpiration? Are all Proteſtant churches agreed as to 
the canon of Holy Scripture, as to the purity of the 
ſacred text? In the Old Teftament are the Songs of So- 
Jomon univerſally adopted as inſpired writings by all 
| Proteſtants ? The exquiſite poetry of them will always 
be admired ; but ſome ſober Chriſtians have doubted 
whether the ſpirit of godlineſs and true devotion was 
to be found in many of the, luxurious wanton deſcrip- 
tions in the Eaſtern ſtyle. It has been objected, that 
they rather ſuggeſted too ſenſual ideas, and that the 
colouring was too warm. In the New Teſtament, the 
epifile of St. Jude has been doubted of as part of the 
inſpired writings, from the account of Michael he 
archangel contending with the Devil about the body of 
Moſes. Are our own divines univerſally agreed about 
the authenticity of all the books received as Holy 
Writ? Have no doubts been. entertained by them even 
of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, as we have it in the 
Greek? We find then, that this propoſition of the 
noble Lord is by no means, like his propoſitions for 
taxes, clear and preciſe, to ſubſcribe the Holy Serip- - 
tures, as received by Proteſtants, for it is not yet ſet- 
tled which are the canonical books. If all Proteſtants 
were agreed as to the authenticity of the volumes, 
yet another difficulty would occur. Is the text in ſo 
= ; k 2 pure 
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pure a ſtate that I am certain it was dictated by the 
wiſeſt and beſt of beings, that it is truly the werd of 
God? We all know of the thirty thouſand various read- 
"ings in the New Teſtament, ſome of them confeſſedly 
important; and moſt of the Biſhops have encouraged à 
learned Divine of our Church, Dr. Kennicott, to ex- 
amine the various manuſcripts of the Old Teſtament, 
to reſtore the genuine reading of the Hebrew text. 
It is not therefore perfect, and conſequently ought 
not to be impoſed as the faultleſs work of the Authot 
of every good and perfect gift. The indefatigable 
Doctor has already diſcovered many thouſand various 
readings in the Hebrew, and it will be lucky if he 
does not double the number of the Greek. Our claſ- 
ſical Dioceſan candidly confeſſes the various imper- 
fections, the corruptions, the perhaps wilful, miſtakes of 
copy iſts, the additions and interpolations of the Hebrew 
text, in his excellent lectures, De ſacra Poęſi Hebræ· 
crum, and in the judicious Diſſertation on Jſaiab; nor 
does he confine himſelf to that ſublime prophet. The 
ſame remarks are made on a great variety of paſſages 
in almoſt all the books of the Old Teſtament. We 
ought not then to be called upon to ſubſcribe every 
error of a copyiſt, every interpolation of an ignorant 
writer, as the immediate inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The idea of impoſing this teſt, Sir, the noble Lord, 
probably as a complaiſant chancellor, has adopted from 
the petition of the Univerſity of Oxford. Their-con- 
duct has been uniform, to abridge, on every occaſion, 
as far as they could, both religious and civil liberty. 
The noble Lord is deſervedly at- their head. Their 
ſiſter Univerſity has more liberal and enlarged ſenti- 
ments. Cambridge refuſed to petition againſt a = 

VI right 
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right of their brethren 3 but Oxford perſeveres i in 
the fatal maxims of arbitrary power in church and 
ſtate. The Oxford decree of 1683 ſtill remains un- 
repealed . It is entered in perpetuam rei memoriam in 
the — of the convocation, and publickly affixed 
in the halls, libraries, and refectories. It not only 
condemns every principle which can juſtify the glo- 
rious Revolution, but even ſelf-preſervation, as a funda- 
mental law of nature, is declared to be a Propoſition 
falſe, ſeditious, and impious. In 1685, the Univerſity 
of Oxford acknowledged, in a ſolemn recognition, 
James II. to be ſovereign, without any reſtrictions or li- 
mitations. No wonder, Sir, that from this poiſoned 
ſource have flowed the moſt polluted ſtreams. Uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion from our American brethren, is na- 


- turally exacted by men who have been taught that a 
king of England is not a limited monarch, but a ſ0- 


* The Oxford Deeree of 1683 ſtill, indeed, remains unrepealed, but not unburat 
by the common hangman. 

Extract from che Journals of the Houſe of Lords, vol. XIX. page 122. 
Die Jovis, 23% Martii, 1709. 

The Houſe taking into conſideration a judgement and decree of the Univerſity of 
Oxford, paſſed in their Conyocation, the one and twentieth of July one thouſand 
fix hundred and eighty-three, given in evidence by Doctor Henry Sacheverell at his 
trial, upon the impeachment of the Houſe of Commons, and thereupon lately re- 
printed: It is reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, That the ſaid judgement and decree contains in it ſeveral poſitions, contrary 
to the conſtitution of this kingdom, and defirudtive to the Proteflant ſucceſſion, as by law 
eſtabliſhed. 

It is thereupon OxDtreD, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
aſſerubled, that the ſaid judgement and decree, lately printed and publiſhed in a book 
or pamphlct, intituled, . As entire confutation of Mr. Haadly's Book of the Or1ginal of 
« Government, taken from the London Gaezrtte, publiſhed by autburity, Lunden, re- 
c printed in the year 1710,” ſhall be burnt by the hands of the common bangman, 
in the preſence of the Sheriffs of London and Middleſex, at the ſame time and 
place, when and where the ſermons nn Henry Sacheverell are ordered to be 
durnt. | 

To the Sheriffs « ot London and Middleſex. 
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vereign without any reftriftions or limitations. It is 
lucky for England that all our generals and n 
were unable to enforce it in the new World. The Ox- 
ford petition on our table expreſsly complains, that 
| _ tbe Bill does not provide that Miniſters and Schoolmaſters 
ſhall make any profeſſion whatever f their belief in the 
Fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, or even the authority 
. of the Holy Scriptures, and prays, that the Bill may not 
Be permitted to paſs into a law in the unlimited form it was 
at firſt propoſed. What the fundemental dofirines of 
Chriſtianity are, and what is the canon of che Holy 
Scriptures, the Univerfity left to their Chancellor *, 
and his majority in this Houſe to determine. The Act 
of laſt year in favour of the Roman Catholics extended 
to © Papiſts,” or perſons profeſſing the Popiſh reli- 
„ gion, and keeping ſchool, or taking upon them- 
«© ſelves the education, or government, or boarding 
« of youth ;” and yet Oxford did not petition, al- 
| though there was no religious teſt, no ſubſcription to 
| the Holy Scriptures impoſed by that Act. The pre- 
ſent Act is * for further relief of Proteſtant diſſenting 
—= * 4. miniſters and ſchoolmaſters,” and a teſt is inſiſted 
1 upon for our Proteſtant brethren. Whence this marked 
partiality and tenderneſs to the Roman Catholics 3. 
this ungenerous treatment of Proteſtants? Are the Ro- 
man Catholics thought ſo generally tories, and the 
| Diſſenters whigs, that a political friendſhip at Oxford 
| is formed with the firſt, and an ill-difſembled rancour 
| ſeems to prevail againſt our Proteſtant brethren ? ' 
| A Bill fimilar to this paſſed the Iriſh Parliament in- 


| 1719, a critical period, in which religious toleration 
Vas not ſo well underſtood as at preſent. The peace 
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of our neighbouring kingdom was not endangered by 
that relief given to a worthy body of men, nor in a 
courſe of ſixty. years has the leaſt inconvenience been 
ſuggeſted for an attempt at its repeal. Here then is 
a forcible argument from fact, that all the imaginary 
miſchiefs ſuggeſted by gentlemen againſt the Church 
of England, as being again in danger from the Bill, 
deſerve no attention. This Bill can affect neither the 
exiſtence nor the proſperity of the Church. It leaves 
all archbiſhopricks, biſhopricks, fat deanries, and gol- 
den prebends, to their lucky poſſeſſors. It only ſe- 
cures the Diſſenters from perſecution. - They do not 
aſk for the fabrick of a ſingle filver ſhrine of Diana. 
They acquieſce under the _ 2 nn to 
others. | 

Sir, I contend for the moſt pe and unlimited tole- 

ration, and I with the Bill ſtill more extended, to take 
in all ſects and all religions. An univerſal toleration 
might, in a good degree, anſwer the important pur- 
poſes of a general naturalization bill, It might recruit 
this unpeopled and impoveriſhed empire. After the 
infinite drains of this American war, the prodigious 
waſte of blood and treaſure, and we are ſtill bleeding 
at every vein, it might call under the mild protection 
of our laws numberleſs inhabitants from every part of 
the world. It might pour freſh vigour into a weak 
and feeble nation, nearly exhauſted, and almoſt ſink- 
ing under a variety of oppreſſions. The wiſeſt prince 
in Europe has found this theory confirmed by a long 
happy experience. The King of Pruſſia has ſaid, /e 
faux zele oft un tyran qui depeuple les Provinces. La to- 
lerance eft une tendre mere qui les rend floriſſantes. Hol- 
land owes its rank among the firſt ſtates of Eugope to 
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one ſingle circumſtance, civil and religious liberty 
flouriſhing ſo greatly in the United Provinces. By 
this ſhe has riſen to an amazing height of power in 
the worſt climate, and under every natural diſadvan- 
tage. In a commercial light let us be inſtructed by 
the wary Hollander, that the direct road to popula- 
tion and wealth, is entire ſecurity, and freedom of 
private judgement, to every peaceable inhabitant. 1 
have obſerved in ſome parts of Europe, that divine ſer- 
vice to the ſame Deity is performed in the ſame church 
by the Roman Catholics in the morning, and the Pro- 
teſtants in the evening, and that they live together in 
perfect harmony. Surely then, Sir, Proteſtants of all 
denominations might be on equal, terms of good-will 
and charity to _ other. Peace on earth and goed-will 
tozvards: men, are the beſt political maxims for ſociety ; 
and if we go further, we are told that tbe, ce 
be ſuffered ta-grow with the wheat till the harveſts (|. 

The, progreſs of knowledge. in almoſt every nation 
has ſofrened the rigour of their laws reſpecting reli- 
gious worſhip, or at leaſt has, in a degree, ſuſpended 
their execution, Scotland alone excepted. Some have 
adopted à general principle of taleration. France has 
a Proteſtant" at the head of her: en „ The laſt 


* There is a remarkable FEY 609M with 3 to the proſent ſtate of the 
Jews in France, related in the ſecond volume of “ Voyage en differehs pays'de 
« PEnrope en 1774, 1775, & 1776. A La Haye 1777,” page 387. g 

La ſeigneurie de Picquigny, qui appartenoit auparavant au Duc de Chaunes, 
« et qui eſt une des plus conſiderables terres de la France par les prerogatives qui 
« jui ſont attachees, par le nombre d' habitans qu'elle contient, par la quantité de 
6 paroiſſes et de fiefs qui en relevent, appartient actuellement a un Juif Allenand 
« vena de Hollande, et le Sieur Calmer, qui eſt cet heureux Hebceux, y exerce 
© tous les droits qu*avoit exerce avant lui le Duc de Chaunes: il contre; a qui bon 


ui ſemble, les Cures qui en dependent, et il eres des Chanaings dan Egliſe Epiſ- 
* copale Amiens, dont il eſt Vicomte 


diet 


8 
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diet of Sweden, by the unanimous conſent of all the 
orders, granted a full toleration. Even the clergy 
preached it as ſound doctrine no leſs of the Church 


than of the State. I hope a ſpirit of wiſdom will go- 
vern this Houſe, and make us embrace the preſent 
auſpicious moment of convincing all foreign nations, 
that this iſland will be the aſylum of perſecuted re- 


ligion and virtue, Among our greateſt glories let 
it be r&orded, that every foreigner as well- as native 
here, in full ſecurity, enjoys all the natural rights of 
mankind, and the ineſtimaþle privileges of civil and 
religions liberty, unclogged by penal teſts, This Bill, 
ſuppoſing it to paſs without the teſts, is laying a ſolid 
foundation, on which a fair ſuperſtructure may be 
raiſed, and therefore I give it my hearty ſupport *. 


* In conſequence of this Speech Mr. Wilkes was honoured with the following 
thanks from the general body of Proteſtant Diſſentiug Miuiſters. *' 

« By order of the general Body of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, aſſembled at 
« the Library, Red Croſs Street, the ſecond inſtant, Dr. Kippis, Dr. tennet, Dr. 
Harris, and Mr. Toller, wait on Mr. Wilkes, with the unanithoug th nks of that 

« Body, for his kind attention to their Bill, and his generous and active zeal in ſup- 
1 port of the cauſe of religious liberty.” 

The following card was left at at Mr. Wilkes's houſe in Prince's Court, Weſt 
minſter, on the 23d of June 1780, after the ſuppreſſion of the riots in the Me- 
tropolis. 

« Lord Petre, Sir Edward Swinburne, Mr. Stapleton, Mr. William Sheldon, 
h and Mr. Homyhold, have been to wait upon | Mr. Wilk s, to thank him for his 
« ſupport and protection. 


Z 4 Vorzs 


Vors of December 10, 115. 


Tue Houſe 1 informed that 7 Mitthus, Nin: 
ter of the news- paper intituled << The Englim Chro- 
e niele, (of which complaints were made to this 
Houſe 1 upon the 1ſt and 3d days of this inſtant Decem- 
ber, for © groffly miſrepreſenting a pech, and refleting 
% on the character, of a member of this Houſe, in 
i breach of the privilege of this Houſe) had attended 
< the committee of ptivileges, to whom the ſaid com- 
« plaints were referred, and had made ſubmiſſion to, 
and aſked pardon of, the ſaid member for the faid of 
« fence.” “ 

Lord George Gordon declared to the Houſe, chat | 
1 was ſatisfied, and forgave the printer. 


u mus aid, 
Mr. Speaker, | 


I am exceedingly happy to find the pleaſing effets 
of that humanity, which is ſo ſtriking and beautiful a 
feature! in the noble Lord's character, extended to the 
poor printer. To his many other chriſtian virtues his 
Lordſhip has added that capital one of forgiveneſs. I 
heartily approye and applaud ſuch generous conduct. 
At the ſame time will my noble friend permit me to 
ſuggeſt a hint, which, if attended to, may poſlibly in 
future ſave this Houſe and the commirtec of privileges 


much 


\ 
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much time and trouble ? The complaint has been of 
the miſrepreſentation of a ſpeech, and the remarks in 
conſequence of that miſrepreſentation. His Lordſhip 
brings this complaint before us, who are the party ſaid 
to be injured, that we may degide on the merits of our 
own cauſe, and at qur own option puniſh the accuſed. 
I. think his Lordſhip ſhould have ſought a legal re- 
medy, and been Fare to this partial, and evidently 
ſuſpicious, appeal. The courts of law are open, where 
redreſs may be reſorted to for every injury of moment, 
which would he aſcertained by a Fury of our country- 
men. His Lordſhip has with much patience and can- 
dour heard theſe ſentiments from me in private. I de- 
precated from him this attack, as I deem it, on the li- 
berty of the preſs in a very tyrannical, unfair, and un- 
conſtitutional manner. It has given much pleaſure to 
the enemies of freedom, to a majority among us, whom 
his Lordſhip is not, I believe, anxious to pleaſe. When 
the liberty of the preſs is invaded, it will be ſoon fol- 

lowed by an uſurpation on all our other rights. The preſs 
being once ſilenced, the firſt great barrier againſt deſ- 
Potiſm is taken, and all oppoſition to a wicked miniſ- 
ter, or arbitrary monarch, would be faint and languid, 
perhaps ineffectual, Upon all occaſions, in every ſta- 
tion of life, and at the riſk of what I hold moſt impor- 
tant, perſonal freedom, I will continue the ſtrenuous 
defender of the liberty of the preſs, the bulwark of all 
our liberties. I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker, for this di- 
greſſion. I was going to remark, that his Lordſhip's 
Juſtification to the public would have come more full 
and ſatisfactory by the publication of the genuine 
ſpeech than by a complaint to this Houſe of miſrepre- 
ſentation, or a proſecution 1 in a court of law. We have 


often 


. 


** 3 dat within theſe walls with the manly 
ſentiments, the honeſt effuſions of the heart, which 
characteriſe my noble friend's ff peeches. I therefore 
venture to ſupplicate his Lordſhip to gratify the 1 impa- 
tience of the public at large, as well as of his own cons 
| ſtituents, and the numerous and zealous ſynods and 
preſbyteries of Scatland, with the permiſſion of read- 
ing what you, Sir, and the Houſe heard with ſo much 
pleaſure. This will not only confute the wicked Jibel- 
lers of his Lordſhip (for Matthews is not the only one, 
they are legion), but remain a weighty obligation on the 
| preſent. age and poſterity. It will furniſh a Clear de- 
monſtration that in theſe times, and in this Houſe, we 
poſſeſs one noble ſenator from the north, who has told 
miniſters the boldeſt and moſt unwelcome truths, with- 
out the ſmalleſt amendment hitherto i in a. ag, member 
fk adminiſtration. 


Page 84 of the Vorzs.. | 


A petition of the frecholders of the county of Mid- 
c dleſex was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting 
* forth, that your petitioners, in juſtice to them and the 
«© electors of Great Britain, &c. &c. &c.” The petition 
is given at length in the Votes. After the petition had 
been read, Thomas Wood, Efq; one of the knights 
of rhe ſhire for the county of Middleſex, moved, 
< that leave be given to bring in a bill to enable 
“ members of the Houſe of Commons to be eligible 


© to ſerve in Parliament for any other county, city, 
** borough, town, or place.” 


Mr, 


"NF 


3 £34 Fs 
M. Wilkes lad, e 


MI. see, 8 7 4 ay" v8 ( . 
| 2 10 F108 
The Houſe is at preſovs 10 2 JT fhall | now 


content myſelf with little more than ſeconding the-mo- 
tion. I reſerve to a future day the full diſcuſſion of 
the neceſlity , of this meaſure, to which the late ſhame- 
ful tranſactions in this county, the wanton and arbi· 
trary abuſe of power in the miniſter, have given birth. 

T underſtand that the bringing in the bill will not be 
oppoſed. The proper ſeaſon of debate will be the firſt, 
or ſecond, reading of the bill irſelf ; but I truſt that it 
will be generally approved. I hope gentlemen - will 
freely give their ſentiments on this great conſtitutional 
queſtion, on the preſervation of our moſt valuable fran- 
chiſe, and find, a,mode effectually to prevent ſimilar 
flagrant abuſes of the power of the crown. A perma- 
nent law ſhould be provided, in my opinion, for the ſta - 
ble ſecurity of our rights and privileges, and a certain 
equal rule be eſtabliſhed for vacating the ſeats of mem - 
bers choſen to repreſent the people in Parliament. We 
cannot be too much on our guard againſt ſuch. an 
arbitrary interference of miniſters. It introduces a 
control and ſpirit of party ſubverſive of the free- 
dom of election. It creates a power greatly liable to 
abule, and unknown to the conſtitution. 

There is, Sir, anorher part of the Petition which 
claims the moſt ſerious attention of the Houſe in the 
preſent critical moment. I mean an enquiry into the 
true cauſe of thoſe misfortunes which have reduced this 
once powerful and flouriſhing empire to a ſtate which 


words 


—— ' ]3;eñ— ' Oo OY cer Wor ne oo > 
* 
— 


words cannot deſcribe, and of which hiſtory affords ne 
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example. This calamitous ſituation we all feel, and it 


- calls for a ſpeedy and thorough enquiry. To give the 


greater wei ight to the enquiry, as ſoon as the preſent 
motion js diſpoſed of, I ſhall moye for the call of the 
Houſe ſoon aer che holidays, | 

The motion of Mr. Wood paſſtd whe oppoſi- 
ton; and Mr. Weod, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Thomas Townf- 


hend, and Mr. 1 epa and wein 
e. x fi K 


MI. N. Mille then — * 


16 That the further conſideration of the ſaid. ne 
ic be adjourned till TRY the 30 day of February 


e next. 


That chis Houſe be called over upon Twitty the 
& firſt day of February next. 

C That ſuch members, as ſhall not then DE be 
*« {ent for in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending 


4 this Houſe. 


„„ That Mr. Speaker * write circular letters to the 
« Sheriffs and ſtewards of the ſeveral counties of Great 
Britain, requiring the attendance of the members of 


this Houſe _ Tueſday the firſt day of F nnn 
next.“ 


| Page 86 of the Vors. 5 
c The Houſe was moved, that the reſolution of this 
<< Houſe, of the 26th day of November laſt, That it 
eig a high infringement of the liberties and privileges of 
+6 the Commons of Great Britain, for any Lord of Parlia- 
= ment, or any Lord Lieutenant of any county, to concern 
* themſelues 
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ce themſelves in the elections of members to ſerve for the 
« Commons in Parliament,” might be read. 
&© And the ſame being read accordingly ; 
«© The honourable Temple Luttrell moved, 

6 That it is highly criminal in any miniſter or mi- 
cc niſters, or other ſervants under the Crown of Great 
c Britain, directly or indirectly, to uſe the powers of 
cc office in the election of repreſentatives to ſerve in 
Parliament; and an attempt at ſuch influence will at 
& all times be reſented by this Houſe, as aimed at it's 
« own honour, dignity, and independence, as an in- 
« fringement of the deareſt rights of every ſubje& 
throughout the empire, and tending to ſap the baſis 
ef this free and happy conſtitution.” 


Mr, Wilkes ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, 


I riſe to ſecond the motion of my honourable friend, 
becauſe I think it is grounded in true conſtitutional 
principles, and expreſſed with his uſual clearneſs and 
energy. It is not the reſult of a fine-ſpun theory, or 
curious ſpeculation, on the nice balance of the dif- 
ferent powers of the conſtitution, but grows out of facts, 
ſtrong facts of a very recent date. 1 think it, Sir, my 
particular duty to ſecond this motion, for I am in poſ- 
ſeſſion of proof that the preſent election for Hampfhire 
has produced feveral daring violations of the ſtanding 
order of this Houſe reſpecting the free elections of the 
Commons. Very unconſtitutional attacks were made in 
the late reign on the freedom of election in that county, 
although not then direftly from the Crown. At the preſent. 
period the power of the crown 1s directiy employed to 
2 POL control 


control the freedom of election in Hampſhire, and the 
rights of the Commons are invaded by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county, the Duke of Chandos. I will, Sir, 
with your permiſſion, read to the Houſe a letter from 
his grace, ſigned Chandos, franked Chandos, ſealed with 
the Ducal arms of Chandos, and dated from Chandos- 
houſe. It is addreſſed to a nnn of fortune in 
Hampfhire. | 

e N, Se - Chandos-thap; Nov. 23, 1779. 
Sir Richard Worſley having offered himſelf as a can- 
didate for the county of Southampton, in the room of 
the late Sir Simeon Stuart, I take the liberty to requeſt 
the fawvoar of your ſupport for bim; and you will greatly 
add to the obligation, if yourſelf and friends can attend 
the county meeting whenever it is fixed by the ſheriff, 
as a numerous appearance on that occaſion will be 
the moſt likely means of preſerving the peace of the 
county. Iam, Sir, 

f - Your faithful, and 
| __ obedient ſervant, 
Cn Axpos.“ 

3 6 the * of you, Mr. Speaker, to direct the 
mode in which I may regularly bring before the Houſe 
; this complaint againſt the Duke of Chandos, a Lord of 
Parliament, and Lord Lieutenant of Hampſhire, whom 
1 accuſe of concerning himſelf i in the election of a member 
to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, and conſequently 


of a high infringement of the liberties and * of the 
| * of Great Britain. 


The motion of the honourable Temple Luttrell paſſed 
without a diviſion. 


The Speaker then obſeryed, that the regular mode of 
proceeding was to refer the matter of the complaint 


1 | againſt 
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againſt the Nuke of Chandos to the committee of privl- 
leges, to examine, and report, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the Houle, 


cc Complainr being made to, the Houſe [by Mr. 
ec Wilkes], that the Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parlia- 
© ment, and Lord Lieutenant of the county of South- 
te ampton, had ſigned a letter with his own hand, re- 
« ſpecting the enſuing election for tbe ſaid county, 
* thereby concerning himſelf in the ſaid election, in 
« breach of the privilege of this Houſe, and in in- 
« fringement of the liberties and privileges of the Com- 
© mons of Great Britain ; | 


« Reſolved, N emine Contradicente, 


© That it be referred to the confideration of the 
© committee of privileges, to examine the matter of 
< the ſaid complaint, and to report the ſame, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Houſe.” . 


EE 


Vorxs of December 17, 1779. | 


& g being made to the Houſe [by Mr. 

e Miles], that the Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parlia- 

ment, and Lord Lieutenant of the county of South- 
e ampton, had ſigned ſeveral letters with his own hand, 

tc reſpecting the enſuing election for the ſaid county; 

e which letters were directed to the reverend Mr. * 
66 or 


—— . 2 — 


— 


& concerning himſelf in the ſaid election, in breach of 
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% lor, rector of Crawley, Hants, dated December 6, 
6779; to. the honourable and reverend Mr. St. An- 
* drew St. John, Somerdy, Fordingbridge, Hants, 
dated December 6, 1779; to the reverend Mr. Toll, 
« vicar of Kingſclere, Hants, dated December 6, 1779; 
* to John Poor Eſquire, Morton-Andover, Tauts . 
« dated November 23, 1779; to Wadham Wyndham, 
« Eſquire, Hinton, Chriſt-Church, Hants, dated No- 
& yember 23, 1779; and to Mr. William Woodward, 
12 Wincheſter, dated November 23, 1 7193 thereby 


10 the privilege of this Houſe, and in infringement of 


&« the liberties and privileges of the Commons of Great 
* Britain; - | f 


81 10 Ordered, 


2 bat it be referred to the Sieden of 1 the 
c committee of privileges, to examine the matter of 
« the ſaid complaint, and to report the fame, with their 
« opinion thereupon, to the Houſe, 


« Ordered, - 


cc That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
« that they do fit upon Wedneſday the 26th day of 
« January next, at twelve of the clock, and proceed 


40 upon the ſeveral matters referred to their conſidera · 
$6 tion.“ 


 Vores 
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Vorks of January 28, 1780. ey 


* Ordered, 


That the report from the committee of privileges, 
touching the ſeveral complaints made to the Houſe 
upon the roth and 17th days of December laſt (that 
'the Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parliament, and Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Southampton, had ſigned 
ſeveral letters with his own hand, reſpecting the then 
enſuing election for the ſaid county, thereby concern- 
ing himſelf in the ſaid election, in breach of the privi- 
lege of this Houſe, and in infringement of the liberties 
and priyileges of the Commons of Great Britain) be re- 
ceived upon Wedneſday morning next. e 
From the Journals of Feb. 2, 1780, vol. 

XXXVII, page 557. 


Mr. Bacon, according to order, reported from the 
committee of privileges, the matter, as it appeared to 
them, touching the ſeveral complaints made to the 
Houſe, upon the tenth and ſeventeenth days of De- 
cember laſt (that the Duke of Chandos, a peer of Par- 
liament, and Lord Lieutenant of the county of South- 
ampton, had ſigned ſeveral letters with his own hand re- 
ſpecting the then enſuing election for the ſaid county, 
thereby concerning himſelf in. the ſaid election, in 
breach of the privilege of this Houſe, and in infringe- 
ment of the liberties and privileges of the Commons of 

A a Great © 
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Great Britain) together with the reſolutions of the 
committee thereupon ;. and he read the report in his 
place; and afterwards delivered it in at the clerk's table: 
where the ſame was read, and is as followeth ; viz. 
To prove what is alledged in the ſaid complaints, 


the ſeven letters mentioned therein, were delivered in 


to your committee; and five of them being ſhewn to 
the perſons to whom they were addreſſed (the other 
two not attending the committee) four of rhe ſaid per- 
ſons ſaid they had received them by the poſt, and the 
other perſon ſaid, he had received a letter to that pur- 
poſe ; but could not ſay that was it, as it had. been our 
of his cuſtody, but he believed it was. 

The ſaid five letters were traced by your committee 


from the hands of the perſons to whom they were ad- 


drefled, into the hands of the member who delivered 


them into your committee. Then 4 


Mr. William Lawleſs, being called before your com- 
mittee, and the ſeveral letters mentioned in the com- 
plaints being ſhewn him, ſaid, that he wrote them all 


himſelf, and ſaw the Duke of Chandos fign them; and 
that he had written 3 or 400 ſuch letters, moſt of which 


were ſigned in his preſence. 


Mr. Coulſton, inſpector of the bye-days at the General 
Poſt Office, being examined, faid, he had never ſeen 


the Duke write. Being ſhewn the ſuperſcriptions of 


the letters, ſaid, he believed from the number he had 


ſeen, they were che Duke's hand-writing ; that he had 


paſſed them as franked; and that when he ſaw any 
which he ſuſpected, he charged them. 

Then five of the ſaid letters were read, and appeared 
to relate to the ſaid election. And the reſolution of 
the Houſe, upon | the 25th day of November laſt, 


ce That 
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* That it is a high infringement of the liberties and 


& privileges of the Commons of Great Britain, for any 
Lord of Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any 
c county, to concern themſelves in the elections of 
&© members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament,” 
was alſo read. 

Upon the whole, your committee came to the fol- 
| lowing reſolutions: 


Reſolved, 


That it appears to this committee, that James Bridges, 
Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parliament, and Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county of Southampton, has concerned him- 


ſelf in the late election of a knight of the ſhire for the 
ſaid county. 


Reſolved, | 3 


That it is the opinion of this committee, that James 
Bridges, Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parliament, and 
Lord Lieutenant of the county of Southampton, has been 
guilty of a breach of the privilege of this Houſe, and an 
infringement of the liberties and privileges of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain. 


And a motion being 3 and the queſtion being 
propoſed, that the ſaid report be taken into further 
conſideration upon this day four months. 


The Houſe was moved, that the reſolution of this 


Houſe, of the 26th day of November laſt, That it is 
_ © a high infringement of the liberties and privileges of 
the Commons of Great Britain, for any Lord of Par- 
* lament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any county, to 
* concern themſelves in the elections of members to 

1 « ſerve 


— —_— — — 


: read. 


(a 2 


« ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, 1 might be 


And the ſame was read accordingly, 


The Houſe was alſo moved, that the entry in the 
Journal of the Houſe, of the 18th day of November 
1702, of the proceedings of the Houſe, upon taking 
into conſideration the complaint of Sir John Packington, 
againſt the Lord Biſhop of Worce/ter and Mr. Lloyd his 
ſon, relating to the rights and privileges of the Houſe | 


of Saen might be read. 


And the ſame was read ati», 


Then the queſtion being put, that the ſaid report be 


taken into further conſideration upon this day four 
moths; _ 


The Houſe divided. 
The Yeas went forth. 


> Mr. Penton, 
Teller the Yeas Mt 3.25 1 8 
s forthe Y Mr. Lovel Stanhope. 'J 


„en fit the Nees Mr. Alderman ET; 30 
1 Sir Joſeph Mawbey 


So it was reſolved in the afficmative. 


= | Vores of November 27, 1780. 


A motion was made by Daniel Parker Coke, Eſq; 


member for N ed ſeconded by Lord Lewiſh- 


„„ bam, 
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ham, member for the county of Stafford, and after va- 
rious amendments put by the Speaker in the following 
words, That the thanks of this Houſe be given to 
« Sir Henry Clinton, knight of the moſt konourable or- 
« der of the Bath, and commander in chief of his Ma- 
* jeſty's forces. in North America; and to Vice-Admiral 
% Arbuthnot, commander in chief of his Majeſt's fleet 
in North America; and to the right honourable Lieu- 
<« tenant General Charles Earl Cornwallis; for the emi- 
nent and very important ſervices performed by them 
« to his Majeſty and this country, particularly by the 
« reduction of Charles-Town' by the army and navy un- 
der the command of Sir Henry Clinton and Vice-Ad- 


«© miral Arbuthnot, and by the late moſt glorious vic- 
e tory obtained by Lord Cornewallis at Camden.” 


Very early in the debate Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 


I riſe to expreſs my hope, that the benoneadle'; gen- 
tleman, who made this motion, will conſent to its 
being withdrawn, becauſe Lthink it is impoſſible that the 
united efforts of the noble - Lord in the blue ribband, 
and the ſeveral gentlemen, who have attempted it, 
ſhould ſucceed to render it palatable to both ſides of the 
Houſe, and' he has declared, that he had rather it ſhould 
be withdrawn, than meet a fingle negative. I think it, 
Sir, my duty to oppoſe this motion, as originally in- 
tended, of which the notice was given, reſpecting only 
Lord Cornwallis as well as all the ſubſequent amendments, 
becauſe in my idea every part of it conveys an appro- 
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bation of the American war; a war unfounded in prin. 


ciple, and fatal in it's conſequences to this country. 1 
condemned it at the beginning, and have regularly op- 


poſed. it's progreſs in every ſtage, both in and out of 
parliament. The eminent and very important ſervices to 


bis Majefly and this country, mentioned in the motion, I 


entirely difapprove, and confequently ſhall withhold | 
the poor pittance of my zbanks and gratitude, where I 
do not think them merited, in a war of glaring injuſ- 
tice and wretched policy. I do not mean, Sir, to dero- 
gate from the high heroic courage, and ſuperior mili- 
tary virtues, of Lord Cornwallis. 1 admire the ſplendor 
and brilliancy of thoſe qualities, which dazzle in my 
countryman as they did in Julius Cæſar; and I equally 
lament that they are called'forth to action in the ſame 
bad and miſchievous cauſe, the attempt to overturn the 
liberties of his country, The Roman too poſſeſſed, as 
the honourable gentleman ſays of Lord Cornwallis, nice 
and delicate ſentiments of Honour and valour, He was cer- 
tainly an accompliſhed gentleman, perhaps the moſt ac- 
complithed of any in the hiſtory af mankind; but he car- 


ried on a wicked war againſt the conſtitution of the free 


country in which he was born, and therefore lay under 


the ſtrongeſt obligation to ſupport, In the ſame light I 


conſider the war now carrying on againſt our brethren 


in North America; and if an arbitrary, but incapable, 


adminiſtration had ſucceeded in the plan of dragooning 
the coloniſts into unconditional ſubmiſſion, I believe that 
the liberties of England would not long have ſurvived 
thoſe of. America; and the vital principle of freedom, 


which now prevades and animates this iſland, except 


perhaps a few clans very far North, muſt have been ex- 


fioguiſhed, Every friend of the Conſtitution ſaw carly 


in 


„ 85 
in the ſupport of the American cauſe a vindication of 
the rights of Engliſhmen againſt an old exploded uſur- 
pation of the Stuarts, revived under the * prince of 
the Houſe of Brunſwick. 

Sir, I hope to be forgiven, if I repeat at the begin- 
ning of this new parliament the ſentiments, which I 
more than once ſubmitted to the laſt, and even in the 
firſt ſeſſion of 1774. I am till convinced that the war 
with America originated in tyranny and ufurpation, in 
the unjuſt attempt of taking money from the ſub- 
ject in the colonies without his concurrence, in levying 
taxes on the people there againſt their conſent, This 
has eyer been a favourite maxim of deſpatiſm. In 
oppoſition to this illegal claim the immortal Hampden 
ſhed his blood. Such an attempt againſt rhe funda- 
mental rights of the people fully warranted our virtu- 
eus and free anceſtors to begin the civil war, which 
brought the tyrant Charles to the ſcaffold, The Ame- 
rican cauſe therefore, I mean the primary cauſe of this 
deſtructive civil war, is the caufe of every Engliſhman, 
who values our excellent conſtitution; a conſtitution for 
ſeveral years in a decline, but which has of late received 
many ſtabs in its vital parts. This right of the peo- 
ple to withhold, or grant, their own money, this power 
of the purſe, which includes that of the ſword, alone 
ſecures the exiſtence of Parliament, our annual meeting 
within theſe walls, This marks the difference between 
the limired 5 och of aur iſland, in a mixed govern- 
ment, and the eaſtern deſpor, or the arbitrary ſave- 
reigns of France and Spain. We then in a particular 
manner, with a fingular propriety, ought to ſtand forrh 


the guardians of this right to all the ſubjects of this 
State. 5 
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The ſentiments, Sir, on the rights of our brethren 
in the Colonies, which I have now the honour of de- 
livering here, I imbibed from Lord Cornwallis, who 
enforced them with great energy a few years ago in 
another Houſe of Parliament. His Lordſhip, i in a ſo- 
lemn argument in the Houſe of Peers, in conjunction 
with four “ other reſpectable characters, ſtrenuouſſy 
denied any right we had to tax the Americans, while 
they continued unrepreſented in the Britiſh Senate. It 
was 1n the debate on the motion for the commitment 
of the Declaratory Act. His Lordſhip's opinion like- 
wiſe. of the wiſdom of the meaſure, after condemning 
the theory; may be gathered from his words in the 
examination before this Houſe 1 in May 1779, 1 never 
faw a Hronger country, or one better calculated for the 
defenſi ve. Mr. Pitt in this Houſe, with'a boldneſs of 
imagery and glow of colouring which his eloquence 
always gave, did juſtice to the diſtinguiſhed patriotiſm 
of the band of the five illuſtrious heroes, as he named 
the ſmall number of peers, who, on occaſion of the 
oppoſition to the Declaratory AF, approved themſelves 
the friends of freedom. He did not foreſee the ſlaugh- 
ter of our fellow-ſubjects in the ſame cauſe by one of 
that band of illuftrious | heroes at the glorious victory at Cam- 
den. If there is any change of ſentiment on this impor- 
tant queſtion in his Lordſhip's mind, we have no parlia- 
mentary evidence on which it can be founded. It can only 
be ſurmiſed from his Lordſhip's eagerly ſoliciting a com- 
mand againſt the Americans at the firſt breaking out of a 
war, which originated from the unworthy purpoſes of 
h paſſion and Party, and fince, endeavouring by fire and 


* The Earls Poulet, . 1 Viſcount Torrington, ad 
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ſword, to 1 a taxation of the Colonies, although 
as 2 member of the legiſlative body, he formerly did 
not heſitate to pronounce it equally impolitic and ini- 
quitous. If arguments of great and irreſiſtible weight 
have been urged for ſo total and wonderful a change, 
they are carefully concealed. The motives of convic- 
tion, or rather of this miraculous converſion, are eaſier 
gueſſed than with delicacy explained. As a Peer, his 
Lordſhip ſupports American freedom, and votes againſt 
an ignominious badge of bondage on the Coloniſts; as 
an officer, the fame Earl ſolicits a command in Ame- 
rica, to enforce that injuſtice of which he complains, 
and is active to rivet the chains of flavery on the free- 
born inhabitants of the new world, and the deſcend- 
ants of Engliſhmen. In ſuch a cauſe I will not give 
thanks to Genius and Courage united, bur ill- directed, 
productive of no good, but infinite miſchief, I will 
never fail, Sir, to expreſs my concern and anguiſh, 
when I ſee great military talents thus triumph over 
the ſuperior civil virtues of the citizen, when I ob- 
ferve mere lawleſs force and violence receive the aid 
of valour and diſtinguiſhed: ability to overturn a fa- 
brick of freedom and juſtice, cemented by the beſt 
blood of our anceſtors. Such military glory is pur- 
chaſed too dear. It is a kind of wretched anti-civic 
crown, which muſt diſgrace the ſanguinary brow, of 
every unfeeling, unprincipled eonqueror. A good 
man will indignant turn his eyes from /aurels and palms 
of victory ſtained with the blood of deſerving fellow- 
ſubjects who have been ſacrificed to the ſordid views, to 
the luſt of power, to the rage of a tyrannical adminiſtra- 
tion.. The palm of conſiſtency at leaſt, the honourable 
gentleman who made the motion will, at all events, 
_ ſcercely 
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fearcely think of offering to Lord Cornwallis. That 
will be worn, and T hope long with the applauſe of 
his grateful country, by another noble Earl *, who roſe 


ſuperior to the falſe glory to be acquired from his pro- 
feſſion, when called upon in an unjuſtifiable cauſe, 


who honourably preferred the line of duty to his coun- 


try and its conſtitution, to the fame and renown of 
military atchievements, which his narural ardour 
panted after. Lord Cornwallis, Sir Henry Clinton, and 
Admiral Arbuthnot, I will not conſent to thank, for I 


| conſider them as having drawn their ſwords againſt 


their innocent American: fellow- ſubjects, and without 
provocation bathed them in their blood. 
The noble Lord + who ſpoke laſt fays, that our 
thanks would come with great propriety to' Lord Corn- 
wallis, and the other two officers, becauſe the thanks 
of this Houſe were voted on the taking of Quebec, and 


the late ſucceſs of the gallant Rodney. Does not the 


noble Lord obſerve a ſtriking difference in the three 


caſes? The ſurrender of Quebec was, perhaps, the 


moſt important and brilliant triumph over France of 
all the ſplendid victories of the laſt glorious war. It 
was the conqueſt of the capital of the perfidious Gaul 
in the new world. Sir George Rodney's late defeat 
and capture of the Spaniſh men of war at that critical 
moment, merited the warmeſt thanks, and moſt eſ- 
teemed rewards of his country. In bath cafes we were 


deftroying the overgrown power of the houſe of Bour- 
bon, the inveterate, avowed enemy of this nation. I 


think with Hannibal, hoftem qui feriet mibi erit Car- 


thaginienfis. 1 hold bat man to be the beſt Engliſh- | 


® The Earl of Effingham. . | 
* Lord Beauchatup, Member for Orford, Cofferer of his Wajeſty" s Houſehold. 
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man, , whoſe efforts ſhall be the boldeſt, the moſt ſpirited 
and ſucceſsful, againſt France and Spain, eſpecially againſt 


their naval power, which by the criminal negligence of 
our Miniſters has riſen to ſuch an alarming greatneſs. 1 


will from my heart thank that man. I will v vote to decree. 
him every honour of the ſenate and people. On the houſe 
of Bourbon ſhould we call down all the thunder of the 
wat. We ought, Sir, to bluſh at the cruel ravaging and 
deſolation of the country, and the mercileſs ſlaughter of 
the inhabitants of our Colonies, in a fooliſh, angry 
quarrel, carefully fomented at laſt to a bloody war, 
raiſed on a baſeleſs fabrick, which, perhaps, in the end, 
may ſcarcely leave a wreck bebind. Our Generals and 
Admirals have already totally ruined ſome of the moſt 
flouriſhing parts of this convulſed empire, and deſtroyed 
numberleſs induſtrious, brave fellow- ſubjects, equally 
intitled with themſelves to the protection of the laws, 
and executive power. Are theſe, Sir, the eminent and 
very important ſervices to his Majeſty and this country, 
for which the honourable gentleman flattered himſelf 
with obtaining for our commanders the unanimour 
thanks of this Houſe, of the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple of England? 

It has been ſaid, Sir, by the honourable gentleman ä 
who made this motion, that the Americans are now . 
actually leagued with France and Spain againſt this 
country. I do not doubt the exiſtence of a triple league 
between America, Spain, and France; but I know 
the provocation, and I have good reaſon to believe 
the alliance is only defenſive and temporary. I do not 
allude to commercial treaties. France and Spain nov 
appear to the world as auxiliaries to the United States 
7 Nerth America. The firſt alliance with France was 


ö made 
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made with great reluctance by America on the ſpur of 
the preſent neceſſity. It was not thought of until in 
our domeſtic quarrel we called in foreign forces to cut 
their throats, until rhe mercenary German, or rather 
Cappadocian, Princes fold their ſubjects, like cattle, 
to an adminiſtration expert in every ſpecies of bribery 
and ruinous contract, until long after our negotiation 
for Ruſſian troops to be ſent to North America had 
been rejected in terms of contempr and horror. The 
late union between America and France is ſo unna- 
tural, that I am fatisfied, whenever you offer, with 
fincerity and cordiality, honourable terms, accompa- 
nied with the ſecurity America will expect, it will be 
diffolyed. Your conduct hitherto has drawn cloſer 
every tie between them. If you improve the late mof 
glorious victory at Camden, to bring about this neceſ- 
ſary peace with America, then will be the moment to 
rejoice, to join in thankſaiving for the falvation of 

Great Britain, as well as America. | 
Sir, I will not thank for victories, which only tend 
to protract a deſtructive war. 1 ſhould rather have 
ſaid for ſome tranſitory, deluſive gleams of ſucceſs in 
this unjuſt, and providentially unfortunate, American : 
conteſt, this bellum fine boſte, as ſuck a. ſtate of arms 
was defined by the ancients. Not a ſingle Frenchman 
or Spaniard in arms againſt us fell at this mo/? glorious 
viffory at Camden, but Romanæ miſcent acies. Is it pro- 
bable, that this mo? gloricus victory will lead to an ho- 
nourable peace? If it does not, but is the cauſe of 
continuing the war, I ſhall deem it a public calamity. 
Peace, peace with America only can fave this ſinking 
| ſtate, and give us permanent proſperity. We are al- 
ny nearly exhauſted, yet continue bleeding at every 
vein, 
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vein. Peace ought to be had on almoſt any terms, for 
from the eſtimates on our table, the expence of this 
war continued a few years longer, will bankrupt this 
nation, the population, commerce, and navigation of 
which are viſibly decreaſing. I conſider peace as of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity for ourſelves, for the internal ftate and 
independence of our own iſland, in the preſent criſis of 
horror and almoſt deſpair. I would ſubſcribe to almoſt 
any conditions to obtain it, becauſe I believe the 
North Americans would then readily quit an unnatural 
alliance, into which they have been driven by our more 
unnatural conduct. Neceſſity brought forward the 
new idea, formed, ſigned, and has hitherto obſerved 
that ſtrange: treaty. America, detached from her. pre- 
ſent. connections, and in a real union of intereſts and 
ſtrength with Great Britain, is more than a match for 
the confederate houſe of Bourbon. In ſuch a ſituation 
the Family Compact would not dare to be avowed. The 
laſt war gives us the proof in point. We had tben an 
able and enterpriſing Miniſter, in full poſſeſſion of the 
moſt active genius and vigour of mind, ſeconded by 
the whole ſtrength of the Britiſh nation and America. 
What is our preſent proſpect? America is at this 
moment thrown into the ſcale of the houſe of Bourbon. 
Muſt it not then weigh us down? It furely, Sir, be- 
comes Miniſters to lay aſide all paſſions and prejudices, 
and endeavour to heal this unhappy breach between 
two powerful friends, when every conceſſion to Ame- 
rica, either as a ſubject, or an ally, may win her to 
ys, reſtore the balance of power in our favour, and 
compenſate the loſs of all our other allies. 

The independence, Sir, of the Colonies has been "= 
_ quently mentioned in this n., but with a poſitive 
18 decla- 
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declaration, that it is a point never to be conceded. Whez 
ther it is granted, or not, by a Britiſh Parliament, 4 
Jure, ſeems to me of little moment and avail. It is mere- 
ly an amuſing, curious theme of (| peculation : among a ſet 
of idle, liſtleſs, loitering, lounging, ill-informed gen- 
tlemen at Weſtminſter, who remark the diſorders of 
the tate, to combat which they poſſeſs not vigout of 
mind or virtue. A country, much larger than our 
European empire, which we ſtill love to call our co- 
lonies, does, and will, poſſeſs it de facto, notwith- 


ſtanding all the preſent deluſive aſſurances _= Minifters 


within theſe walls, notwithſtanding the late exploits 
of a Cornwallis and Clinton, notwithſtanding all the 
former repeated victories of Gage and the Howes. It 
is in this iſland only that perſons are found, who 
doubt that the preſent war will end in the acknow- 
ledging of American independence. 

The hiſtory of this war warrants me, Sir, in the 
ſuſpicion that all theſe boaſted ſucceſſes do not tend to 
any real emolument to our country, to bring nearer 
the wiſhed-for moment of a re- union, and ſincere re- 
conciliation with our alienated brethren in the Colo- 


nies. After the evacuation of Boſton, Rhode Iſland, 


and Philadelphia, for the acquiſition of which 10 
thanks, I believe, were given by this Houſe, a ſmall 
degree of ſagacity might lead any man to ſuſpect that 
the reduftion of Charles-Town, by the army and navy 
under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, and Vice Ad- 


miral Arbuthnot, and the late mo/? $lorious viaory ob- 


tained by Lord Cornwallis at Camden, will, in due time, 
be followed by the evacuation of Cbarles- Toten, and the 
two Carolinas. A future Gazette will probably an- 
nounce it, to ſcreen the Generals, in the ſame terms 
4 as 
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as with reſpe& to Philadelphia, and with as much 
cold indifference as any play or farce at either of our 
theatres, by bis Maje/ty's command. : 

Sir, I can never ſeparate in my mind the rotten 
foundation on which the whole ſyſtem of the Ame- 
rican war is built, from ſome ſpecious parts of it, by 
which the unthinking are at the firſt view allured and 
dazzled. As I reprobate the want of principle in its 
origin, I the more lament all the ſpirited exertions of 
valour, and the wiſdom of conduct, which in a good 

cauſe I ſhould warmly applaud. Thinking as I do, I 
ſee more matter of grief than of triumph, of bewailing 
than thankſgiving, in this civil conteſt, and the deluge 
of blood, which has overflowed America. -Would to 
God, Sir, we- could leave perſecuting, even to death, 
thoſe of our own blood, who only deſired to be re- 
ceived as friends and fellow. ſubjects, to ſhare our 
fortunes, to fight our battles, as before, by our ſide, 
and to enjoy at home peace, liberty, and ſafety ! Public 
thanks from this Houſe on' the preſent occafion will 
only widen the breach, and demonſtrate how far we 
are behind other nations in the knowledge of true po- 

licy. The wiſeſt and moſt poliſhed nations of anti- 
quity drew a thick, dark veil over the horror of civil 
commotion and bloodſhed. I will admit for a mo- 
ment, merely for the argument, that all, which has 
been urged by the Noble Lord in the blue ribband, 
and the gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, is 
well founded, that the American war originated in juſ- 
tice and policy, and that the Colonies have rebelled : 
ſtill I object to every motion like the preſent, becauſe 

I wiſh to hide the nation's ſcar, and to forget all deeds 

of valour, not againſt the common enemy, but our fel- 


lows 
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low-ſubjects, whim I deſire to ſave and conelliate. 


The Romans, undoubtedly tbe firſt people in the 
univerſe, granted no triumphs for the victories of their 


Generals in civil wars. They wiſhed not to record 


and perpetuate, but to conceal and deliver to oblivion, . 
the memory of Romans falling by the ſwords of Ro- 


mans. They thought it the direſt effect of the ven- 


geance of the incenſed Gods. That example of en- 


lightened policy will, I rruſt, be adopted by the ho- 
nourable : gentleman who made the motion. I am 


| ſure, that no man feels more than he does for the 


preſent calamities of both countries in this cruel, 

civil conteſt, I know the humanity and tenderneſs of 
his nature, and thought it rather ſurpriſing that he 
ſhould chuſe to being himſelf, into the unpleaſing, 
awkward ſituation of Burrus in Tacitus, et m&rens 
Burrus ac laudans. Such a conflict of different paſhons 
is highly diſtreſſing. I will endeavour to extricate 
him by the moſt earnefl ſupplication, that he would 
withdraw a motion, from every part of which J find it 
my duty to diſſent, while I deeply lament that the 
luſtre of ſuch ſplendid victories is obſcured and dark- 
ened by the want of a good cauſe, without which no 
war, in the eye of truth and reaſon, before God or as 


| can be Juſtified. 


Extract from the London Courant, Morning Chro- 
nicle, and other Newspapers. 


G At a Meeting of the Weſtminſter Committee of Aſſociation. 


King's Arms Tavern, Palace Yard, Nov. 30,1 780. 


Reſolved, | 
That the Thanks of this Committee be given to Mr. 


| W =, and ſuch other friends to public liberty as Joined 


in 


! 
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in oppoſing the Vote of Thanks to General Clinton and 
Lord Cornwallis, upon Monday laſt, on the ground 
that ſucceſs in the American war would be the ruin 
of che Wvereſes both of America and England. 
N Fox, Chairman. 
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Vores of April 5, 178 t. 


A motion was made, and the queſtion put, That 
the reſolution of this Houſe, of the 1th of February, 
1769, That Jobn Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in 
ce this Seſſion of Parliament, expelled this Houſe, was 
e and is incapable of being elected a Member to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament,” be expunged from the 
Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 
rights of the whole body of electors of this kingdom: 


Mr. Wilkes faid, 


Mr. Speaker, 


1 do not riſe to put the patience. of the Houſe to 
the ſevere trial of hearing from me a long and tedious 
recapitulation of all the arguments which I have ſub- 
mitted to the candour of gentlemen for ſeveral years; In 
the great cauſe of the rights of the electors of Middle- 
ſex in 1769. I am truly grateful for the indulgence, 
which I have ſo often experienced. It would be a 
very ill return indeed in me to weary the patient ear of 
che Houſe with the. more than thrice- told tale of the 

* b injuſtice 
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injuſtice done a private gentleman, the inſult offered 
to 4 moſt reſpectable body of freeholders, and the out- 
rages committed againſt all the electors in the king- 
dom. 1 find no difficulty in freely confeſling, that 
even on a ſubject in itſelf ſo animating, to me ſo pe- 
culiarly intereſting, I have not a new idea to preſent to 

your conſideration. I might even doubt whether there 
is a ſingle caſe relative to the whole buſineſs, which 
has not been brought to public view, and ſcrupulouſly 
examined. No freſh matter has ariſen from the trial 
of the various: petitions, which many different com- 
mittees of eleckion have gone through and reported 
upon to the Houſe in the preſent Seſſion. Almoſt every 
man in the kingdom has been informed and convinced 
of the goodneſs of a cauſe, which deeply intereſts the 
deareſt rights of the people, and every friend of the con- 
ſtitution has been alarmed at the faral precedent, which 
to our diſgrace ſtill remains on the Journals of this 
Houſe. If, however, any objection, which has not been 
already made and fully anfwered, can be now ſtarred in 
this- much-agitated queſtion, I claitn the indulgence 
always given to the firſt mover of reſerving myſelf for 
the reply. Fe 

It is true, Sir, that we are now in a new Parlia- 
ment, with ſeveral new members among us ; yet, I am 
inclined to think, there is not a ſingle gentleman 
in the Houſe, to whom any thing new on this queſ- 
tion can be offered. Perhaps there is not any im- 
portant conſtitutional point, on which more has been 
ſaid, written, and publiſhed. 

The noble Lord * with the blue ribband, has made 
us all perfect in arithmetic, and accuſtomed us to the 


* Lord North, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


cab 
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calculation of many millions, which he has raiſed on 
a diſtrefled and impoveriſhed people. We are be- 
fides fo lately come from caſting up our profits, or what 
is called without doors the wages of corruption, from 
the late ſcandalous loan, that I ſuppoſe it muſt now be a 
clear propoſition in the Houſe, that 1143 is more than 
296. I might then venture to draw the corollary, 
that ſuch a majority of legal votes had given a ſeat 
in Parliament to the repreſentative of the freeholders 
of Middleſex, although their rights, with thoſe of the 
people at large, were ſacrificed by a bought majority 
of Borough Members in a former Houſe of Commons. 

It is, Mr. Speaker, a very pleaſing conſideration to 
me, and I truſt, a good omen, that a queſtion of this 
magnitude will be decided under your happy auſpices. 
The noble Lord * who moved to call you to the chair, 
Sir, was warm in his commendation of you, from 
your perfect knowledge of the conſtitution, your zeal 
for the ſupport of it, your regard for the laws of the 
land and the law of Parliament, and above all your 
attachment to the rights of the people. No particular 
mention, indeed, was made of the ſpirited ſupporr 

which you, Sir, as a private Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, through a courſe of many years, gave to 
the very motion in my hand, but it was perfectly un- 
derſtood, and he noble Secretary himſelf had always 
voted with us in that queſtion for the people. The 
preſent majority muſt certainly have intended your ele- 
vation to the chair as the reward of your conſiſtent pa- 
triotic conduct in the conſtitutional cauſe of the free · 
holders of Middleſex, a conduct ſtill remembered by 
them with affection and gratitude. I ſhould, there- 


Lord George Germaine, Secretary of State for the American "_ 
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fore, believing in the ſteadineſs of the minority, hope 
for unanimity on this momentous occaſion, and that I 
ſhall yery ſoon congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on the pe- 
culiar pleaſure you will feel in declaring from the Chair, 
that this favourite motiqn of yours has met with the 
univerſal concurrence of every gentleman on both ſides 
of the Houſe, With extreme ſatisfaction I remark, 
that every day ſince you have preſided among us has 
afforded a freſh proof of your meriting the noble Lord's 
encomium, by an upright and impartial line of con- 
duct, in defiance of influence of every kind, by ſup- 
porting the rights of our conſtituents, and the moſt 
tender regard ro every petition of the people, But 
while I am feebly endeayouring, Sir, to do juſtice to 
that merit, which is too conſpicuous to want, and too 
ſuperior to any praiſe I can give, Iam delaying your 
enjoyment of the heart · felt pleaſure you cannot Tall of 
_ this day, and therefore I ſhall, in compli- 
ance with our forms, only deſire the clerk to read the 
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move, «That the reſolution of this Houſe of the 
tr oth of February 1769, That Jobn Wilkes, Eſquire, 


. having been in this Seſion of Parliament expelled this 
« Houſe, was and is incapable of being elelted q Member 


+ *» 


xc to ſerve i in this preſent Par liament, be ex punged from 
« the Journals of this Houſe, as þeing ſubvorſive of 
« the rights of the hehe ey of electors of this 
kingdom. 
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Votes of May 3, 1782. 


The Houſe was moved, that the entry in the Journal 
of the Houſe, of the 17th day of February, 1769, of the 
reſolution, ** that Jobn Wilkes, Eſquire, having been 
«in this Seſhon of Parliament expelled this Houſe, 
« was and is incapable of being elected a member to 
« ſerve in this preſent Parliament,” might be read, 


And the ſame being read accordingly ; 
Reſolved, 

That the faid reſolution be expunged from the Jour- 

nals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the rights of 


the whole body of electors of this kingdom. 


And the ſame was expunged, by the clerk, at the ta- 
ble, accordingly. | 


Ordered, 


That all the declarations, orders, and reſolutions, of 
this Houſe, reſpecting the election of John Wilkes, 
Eſquire, for the county of Midaleſex, as a void election, 
the due and legal election of Henry Lawes, Luttrell, 
Eſquire, into Parliament for the ſaid county, and the 
incapacity of John Wilkes, Eſquire, to be elected a mem» 
ber to ſerve in the ſaid Parliament, be expunged from 
the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 

Tights of the whole body of electors of this Kingdom. 
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And the ſame were expunged, by the clerk at the 


table, accordingly. 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, 


I think myſelf peculiarly happy at the preſent mo- 
ment, that I have the honour of ſubmitting to the 


Houſe an important national queſtion reſpecting the 
rights of election, when the friends and favourites of 
the people enjoy, with the ſmiles of our Sovereign, the 
offices of truſt and power in the ſtate, accompanied 
with that fair influence, which is neceſſarily created by 
great ability, perfect integrity, the pureſt political vir- 
tue, and the remembrance of their former upright con- 
duct in the cauſe of the people. If the people of Eng- 
land, Sir, have at any period explicitly and fully de- 


clared an opinion reſpecting a momentous conſtitu- 


tional queſtion, it has been in regard to the Middleſex 


election in 1768, and the ſubſequent moſt profligate 


proceedings of an adminiſtration, hoſtile by ſyſtem to 


the rights of this country, and every part of the Britiſh 


empire. An inſtance cannor be found in out hiſtory of 


Aa more general concurrence of ſentiment. among the 


Freeholders of England, and they were joined by almoſt 


every borough and corporation in the ſouthern part of 
the iſland. 1 am ſatisfied therefore that I now ſhall 


find the real friends of the people determined and Zea» 
lous in the ſupport of their juſt claims and undoubted 


privileges. 


Hitherto, Sir, every attempt for the recovery of this 
hn: wn Techs hes been rendered fruitleſs by the 
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arts and machinations of power in the hands of wicked 
men; and I may with truth aſſert, that the body of the 
people long addreffed, petitioned, and remonſtrated 
wich manly firmneſs and perſeverance, but without the 
leaſt effect, or even impreſſion. The full redreſs de- 


manded by this injured nation ſeems reſerved to diſtin- 
guiſh the preſent propitious æra of public liberty 
among the early and blooming honours of an adminiſ- 
tration, which poſſeſſes the confidence, and daily con- 
ciliates the affections, of a brave and ſenſible people. 
Their voice was never heard in a more clear and diſ- 
tint manner than on this point of the firſt magnitude 
for all the electors of the kingdom, and I truſt will 
now be heard favourably. The general reſentment and 
indignation ran ſo high againſt the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which committed the outrage, that their imme- 
diate diſſolution became the prayer of numberleſs peti- 
tions to the throne. No man ferupled to declare them 
unworthy to exiſt in their political capacity. The 
public pronounced them guilty of ſacrificing and be- 
traying the rights, which they were called upon by 
every tie of juſtice and duty to defend. The noble 
ſpirit of the freeholders of Middleſex, preſevering in the 
beſt of cauſes, undaunted by all the menaces of power, 
was the ſubject of the moſt general applauſe and admi- 
ration. The voice of the people was then in the 
harſh and ſharp tone of paſſion and anger againſt mi- 
niſters. It will, I am perſuaded, ſoon be in the ſoft 
and pleaſing accents of j Joy and thankfulneſs to our de- 
liverers. 

It is ſearcely poſſible, Sir, to ſtate a queſtion in which 
the people of this free country are more materially in- 
2 than in the right of election, far it is the ſhare, 
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which they have reſerved to themſelves in the legiſla- 


ture. When it was wreſted from them by violence, the 
conſtitution was torn up by the roots. I have now the 
happineſs of ſeeing the Treaſury Bench filled with the 
friends of the Conſtitution, the guardians and lovers of 
liberty, who have been unwearied and uniform in the 
defence of all our rights, and in particular of this in- 
valuable franchiſe. I hail the preſent auſpicious. mo- 
ment, and with impatience expect the completion of 
what I have long and fervently defired for my friends 
and country, for the preſent age, and a free poſterity. 
The former conduct of thoſe now in power affords me 
the moſt ſanguine hopes of this day ſeeing juſtice done 
to a people, to whom they have ſo frequently appealed, 
who now look up to them with ardent expeCtation, 


with pleaſure and eſteem. Conſiſtency, Sir, has drawn 


the right line of their political conduct to this period. 


It will now, point out the ſame path of public virtue 


and honour. May I be indulged in a hint, which I 
mean to extend much beyond the buſineſs of the day, 
when I ſay that conſiſtency will be attended with that 
ſtability and perfect ſecurity which are the objects of 
every good man's wiſhes for them? They have given 
us a fair earneſt of their reverence for the Conſtitution 
by their ſupport of two bills, eſſentially neceſſary to 
reſtore the purity and independency of Parliament; I 
mean, the Bill for preventing contractora fitting in the Houſe 
of Commons, and the Bill for diſabling officers of the Revenue 
from voting at election 

Mr. Wilkes was here interrupted by a meſſage by 
Sir Francis Molyneux, gentleman uſher of the Black Rad, 
defiring the immediate attendance of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in the Houſe of Lords, 
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The Speaker then went up to the Houſe of Peers : 
and after his return and report of what had paſſed; 


Mr. W ilkes ſaid, 


Mr. speaker, 


J return my thanks to the Black Rod for ſo luckily i in⸗ 
terpoſing in favour of this Houſe, when I might poſſi- 
bly have again tired them with the important, however 
ſtale, caſe of the Middleſex election, which their patient 
ear has for ſeveral years with much good-nature ſuf- 
fered. I will now make fome return to their indul- 
gence, in profiting by the circumſtance of this happy 
interruption, and not ſay ing a fingle word about Walpole 
or Mollaſton, Coke or Blackflone. I will not detain the 
Houſe longer than by obſerving the parliamentary form 
of defiring the clerk to read the reſolution of the 17th 
of February, 1769, which I ſhall then move to be ex- 

punged from the Fournals of this Houſe, as being ſubver- 
foe of the rights of the whole body of electors of this king- 
dom, and afterwards propoſe the neceflary Orders, 


Vorxs of December 8, 1794: 


“A motion was made hy the right honourable 
c Charles James Fox, member for Weſtminſter, Secre- 
te tary of State for foreign affairs, and ſeconded by rhe 


te right honourable Lord North, member for Banbury, 
e Secretary 
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« Secretary of State for the home department, that the 
order of the day for the third reading of the Bill 
© (now engroſſed) for veſting the affairs of the Eaft-In- 
& dia Company in the hands of certain Commiſfioners for 
& the benefit of the proprietors and the public, he now 
« read.” | 


Mr. "Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, F 


4 riſe with the deepeſt anxiety t to endeayour to Pres 
vent. the further progreſs of this Bill, becauſe in my. 
opinion it deſtroys the ancient, eſtabliſhed forms of all 
parliamentary proceedings in this Houſe, violates the 
national faith, ſubverts every principle of Juſtice and 
equity, and gives a mortal ſtab to this free conſtitu- 
tion. Sir, the forms of proceeding in this Houſe were 
wiſely eſtabliſned by our anceſtors, after the moſt ma- 
ture deliberation, as a guard againſt ſurprize by any 
miniſters, and to give our conſtituents timely informa- 
tion of what was doing in Parliament, that the collected 
wiſdom of the nation might be appealed to and known 
on every occaſion of moment. This accounts for the 
ſlowneſs of our proceedings compared with the mode of 
paſſing bills in the other Houſe of Parliament. Their 
Lordſhips have no conſtituents, whom it is a duty to 
conſult. In the progreſs of this Bill, the invariable 
rules and orders of the Houſe have been ſet aſide with- 
out the leaſt ſhadow of neceſſity, almoſt without the 
ſlighteſt pretence; and the Bill continues to be hurried 
on with indecent haſte. When the right honourable 
Secretary moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the bet- 

| . ter 
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ter regulation of the Eaft-India Company, he ſtated the 
deſperate condition of the Company's finances as the ſole 
ground on. which he ſtood. He repreſented ir as a caſe 
of abſolute and immediate neceſſity for the interpo- 
ſition of the Legiſlature. He expreſfily diſclaimed 
every other motive, although he invidiouſly went at 
large into every ſuppoſed delinquency of Mr. Haft- 
ings *, and almoſt every. other ſervant of the Com- 
pany, for many years. He did not indeed in terms af- 
ſert that the Company were in a ſtate of bankruptcy; but 
he declared rhat they owed five millions more than they 
were able to pay, and went into a variety of accounts 


* Warren Haſtings, Eſq. the moſt conſummate politician of this age, wha made 
the various, complicated, and diſcordant intereſts of the many Princes and States of 
India tend to one common centre, the advantage and proſperity of his country. 
While the Britiſh empire was mouldering away in America and Europe, while 
our Generals and Armies were laying down their arms, and becoming priſoners of 
war, he not only preſerved our Aſiatic territories, but conquered every French 
and Dutch ſettlement upon the continent of Hind:flan, encept Cuddal re, which was 
beſieged, with Buß army, at the time of the laſt peace. Lord North, in the 
Houſe of Commons, frequently dwelt on Mr. Haſtings's vig»ur and abilities; but, 
to gratify the rancour of ſorne members of the Coalition, his Lordſhip never once 
mentioned that ſpotleſs integrity and tender humanity, which are ſtriking and beau- 
tiful features in that gentleman's character. On his return to Europe, after having 
been more than thirty-three years in conſiderable offices, and more than twelve 
Governor-General of Bengal, he received the unanimous thanks of his conſtituents, the 
Eaſt India Company, ſor his important, faithful, and ſucceſsful ſervices; and indeed to 
him the Company owed its exiſtence. By the nation at large he was honoured with 
general and high applauſe ; but the ſame envious faction which recalled the brave Rode 
ney in the moment of victory, dared not only to calumniate, but to treat the fortunate 
Haſtingi, as a delinquent of the firſt claſs, and to purſue him with unexampled vi- 
rulence. He muſt certainly have been wearied with wading through the vaſt, 
heterogeneous maſs of crude and indigeſted materials, which, under the name of 
charges, were exhibited againſt him in the Houſe of Commons,%and the many folio 
pages of the trifling, inconcluſive, and inconſiſtent evidence taken before the Com- 
mittee. The calm and ſerene philoſophy of his mind however, an happy temper, 
and conſcious virtue, kept him from being ruffled a ſingle moment. He pitied the 
extravagance and madneſs of party and faction, and looked forwards to the day of 
juſtice, if not of gratitude, from us, and of full approbation from an impartial poſ- 
terity, 

without 
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3 any attempt at the ſmalleſt proof of what he 
advanced, or calling for a ſingle paper, in ſo great a 
variety of matter. He pledged himſelf for the moſt 
ſerupulous accuracy, yet in the very moment forgot to 
give the Company credit for an immenſe floating pro- 
perty, for all their ſtores, goods and merchandizes m 
the warehouſes at Calcutta, Bencoolen, Bombay, Fort 
St. George, and other factories in the Eaſt, An omiſ- 
i ſion of this importance could not proceed from igno- 
| rance, where infinite pains were taken to examine into 
| the moſt minute particulars, nor from careleſsneſs, 
where no trace of a heedleſs inattention, or forgetful- 
| neſs, was ever obſerved. It argued a total want of 
| 
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good faith, a deliberate reſolution of taking the Houſe 
ll by ſurprize ; and it ſucceeded with a Weary, puzzled, 
| and embarraſſed audicnce. Leave was given to bring in 
the Bill. 
Sir, I not only complain of an pier "i of this mage 
pitude on the credit fide of this pretended account of 
the Eaſt-India Company's affairs, but likewife of the 
ſuppreſſion of ſome intereſting facts, which ought to 
have been brought forward, and placed in a ſtrong and; 
full light. It appears by the printed accounts of the 
* general ſtate of the affairs of the Eaſt-India Com- 
c pany,” publiſhed by order of the general court, that 
the arrivals have been put fo niich out of their ordinary 
courſe, that only thirteen ſhips arrived in the ſeaſon 1782, 
aud eleven in the ſeaſon 1783, while forty-five are left ta 
arrive in 1784, beides ten more, which are now abroad, 
end will be kept in India, ſo as to arrive in 1735, at the 
ſame time with moſt of thoſe now under diſpatch from hence, 
Was it, Sir, conſiſtent with candour, or even juſtice, 
to pen facts of this moment, in a long and la- 


boured 
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boured inveſtigation of every circumſtance reſpo@ting! 
the firſt commercial company in the world? The rea- 
ſon however is glaring. The property, which theſe 
ſhips will bring home, cannot fail of placing the finan- 
ces of the Company on as ſolid a foundation as the 
moſt intereſted proprietor could with, or the moſt avari- 
cious and graſping miniſter deſire; but alas! it is a 
diſtant day, and the moment is preſſing, big with rhe 
fate of miniſters. Needy dependents. grow importu- 
nate and clamorous, as being uſed not to. give but to 
tale credit. Preſent plunder is preferred to future golden 
dreams of all the treaſures of the Eaſt, and with conſum- 
mate prudence, amid all the chances and changes of this 
political miniſterial life. It was artful to keep back, and 
out of fight, the reſources of the Company, and enlarge 
only on their preſent difficulties, which were brought 
on by the late war, and the reſtraints laid by Parlia- 
ment itſelf on their power of extricating themſelves by 
extending their credit in the circulation of bonds to a 
moderate amount. The unfairneſs of the whole pro- 
ceeding miſt ſtrike every man. A noble Lord * near 
me, with an honeſt zeal, has called the Bill an infamous 
Bill. No epithet can in my opinion reach the enormity. 
of its guilr; and therefore I ſhall content myſelf with 
calling i it a ſwindling Bill; drawn and preſented by the. 
right honourable nn to obtain money on fa je 
pretences. 
A lawyer + on che floor, who wake laſt, has told us, 
that the Company are actually bankrupts, becauſe they 
have not paid their debts, nor can they at preſent, Is 
then every man, who does not, or cannot, at a parti- 
Lord Mahon, Member for Chipping Wycombe. 
+ John Nichols, Eſq; Member for Bletchingley. \ 
| _ cular 
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gular time, pay every legal demand, a bankrupt *\ Has 
the worthy member no more tenderneſs and delicacy 
for the characters of ſo many illuſtrious perſons all 

around him? I reſpect the honour of the majority here 
too highly to ſuffer them to be called bankrupts. Such an 

aſſertion ſhall not go forth to the world uncontradicted. 

Is the learned gentleman yet to be taught the dif- 

ference between bankruptcy and inſolvency ? The right 

honourable Secretary was more cautious. He did not 

pronounce the Company bankrupt. He only endeavoured 

to make them out inſolvent at preſent to the amount 

of five millions, with little chance of a furure day of 
payment without his generous aſſiſtance. 

The ſame lawyer aſſures us, that the preſent Bill is 
neither a Bill of confiſcation, nor disfranchiſement. He 
will excuſe me for ſtating to the Houſe my reaſons for 
believing it both. What is the idea of confiſcation ? Is 
it not the ſeizing by violence the property of one in- 
dividual, and transferring it to another? It is impoſ- 
fible for this to take effect in a fuller and clearer man- 
ner than is directed by the Eaft India Bill. I defy any 
lawyer to ſhew me an act of confiſcation more forcibly and 
explicitly drawn. The words of the fourth clauſe of this 
Bill are, The directors of the ſaid united company, and 
all other officers and miniſters, and ſervants thereof, are 
bereby enjoined, immediately upon the requifitien of the ſaid 
commiſſioners, ſignified under their hands and ſeals, to de- 
liver up to them ¶ the new commiſſioners], or to ſuch 
perſon or perſons as they ſhall for that purpoſe appoint, 
all fuch lands, tenements, bouſes, warehouſes, buildings, 
books, records, documents, charters, atts, inſtruments,” 
papers, ſhips, veſſels, goods, wares, and merchandiaeg, 
money, ſecurities for money, and all other effefts wwhat- 
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ſoever. Imagination is at a loſs even to gueſs at the moſt 
inſignificanttrifle, which has hereeſcaped the harpy claws 
of the hungry and ravenous Coalition. One idea, indeed, 
generally precedes the word confiſcation, and that is a 
preſumption of guilt, In the preſent inſtance no crime 
whatever has been alledged. The argument of the right 
honourable Secretary for the Bill was only the actual po- 
verty and deſperate condition of the Company ; bur the 
real motive we all know is the certainty of the preſent 
ſpoils, with future accruing wealth, and immenſe pa- 
tronage, to enrich an Indian beptarchy of his creation, 
and, through his tame viceroys, the Trinculo viceroy 
of Aſia. | 
In the Bull, Sir, as Fw and N to the 
Houſe by the right honourable Secretary, there is no 
clauſe inſerted of any truſt created for the benefit of 
the proprietors. In the Committee, indeed, the words 
have been added, in truſt for, and for the benefit of the 
Proprietors ; but, in caſe of the groſſeſt abuſe of truſt, 
to whom'is the appeal ? To the proprietors ? No, Sir, 
they are to have no further concern with their own 
property. Is it not then confiſcated ? The appeal is to 
a majority in either Houſe of Parliament, which the 
moſt drivelling Miniſter could not fail to ſecure with 
a patronage of above two millions ſterling given him 
by this very Bill. 
Sir, the Bill is likewiſe ſaid not to be a Bill of disfran- 
chiſement, becauſe it does not take from the proprietors 
their right to an excluſive trade, or monopoly, Was 
this monopoly the only franchiſe of the proprietors ? 
There is property in this kingdom to which a franchiſe 
is annexed. The franchiſe may be taken away, yet the 
property remain. To a freehold, for inſtance, is an- 
nexed 
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nexed à right 6f voting for menibers of Parliament: 
We have ſeen that franchiſe taken away, and yet the 
freehold remained untouched ; but. the ſpirited free- 
holder of Middleſex, and che nation at large, loudly 
and juſtly complained of the disfranchiſement, The 
caſe is parallel as to £aft- India flock,” Perſons poſſeſſed 
of Hock to a certain amount are entitled to vote for the 
appointment of their own ſervants both at home and- 
abroad, to manage their own property, in which they are 


clear-ſighted enough, and to direct and ſuperintend all 


their commercial concerns, with a general power of: 


controul. This ſurely is a moſt valuable franchiſe. It 
was underſtood to be purchaſed with the flock. The 
purchaſe- money was more conſiderable from this in- 
trinſic value, which it was ſuppoſed. to poſſeſs. This 


franebiſe is to be taken away by the Bill, and yet one 


gentleman among us can aſſert that the Eaſi-India pro- 
prietors will not be disfranchiſed. God forbid the peo- 
ple of England ſhould have many ſuch defenders of 
their franchiſes and liberties in a Houſe of Commons! 
If the Houſe, Sir, will attend to what has paſſed 
fince the introduction of this Bill among us, they will 
ſee that if we mean to preſerve our ancient parliamen- 
tary forms of proceeding, we cannot ſuffer the farther 
progreſs of ſuch a Bill, When leave was moved for 
its introduction, the right honourable Secretary, as the 
ſole motive of his conduct; gave an alarming account 
of the deſperate ſtate of the finances of the Company. 
He painted in the darkeſt colours the ſtate of their 
debts and incumbrances, which he made amount to 


ſeveral millions. A worthy member of this Houſe *, 
a Director of the Eaſt Lada Company, flatly preg 


Samuel Smith, Ell. Member for Ilcheſter. 


died 
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dicted the affertions of the Secretary, and pledged 
himſelf to prove the unfairneſs of all his calculations. 
The Company have ſince given to the public a very dif- 
ferent ſtate of their affairs. It comes authenticated by 
every proper authority, Nathaniel Smith, Eſq. Chairman 
of the Eaft-India Company, John Annis, Auditor of Indian 
Accompts, and Samuel Nicholl, Accountant. Theſe ac- 


compts we may examine at our leiſure, and ſcrutinize 


with the moſt minute exactneſs. We have a clear 
© Statement of the debts, credits, and effects of the 


c Eaſt-India Company,” carried up to December 1, 
1783. But where is the account of the right honour- 


able Secretary to be found ? That does not admit of 


ſuch a ſcrutiny : that is authenticated by no ſignature, 
nor proved by any paper on our table. No two per- 
ſons in this Houſe agree to-day in the particulars of 
the long, laboured harangue of yeſterday, bur there is 
a preciſion in what is thrown on paper. It is, how- 
ever, liable to detection, and even ſeems to invite an 
acute examination, which may ill ſuit the purpoſe of 
a Miniſter, ' Here then, Sir, the honour and juſtice 
of this Houſe are deeply concerned. One member 
brings forward a bold affertion of various facts, on the 
truth of which he aſks leave to bring in a very harſh 
and ſevere Bill, to uſe no more violent expreſſions. 
Another member, more immediately concerned, hav- 
ing the proofs daily under his eye, denies the truth of 
every propoſition advanced by the member who moved 
for the Bill, and dares him to the proof at your bar. 
- The caſe does not admit any fraud, fallacy, or decep- 
tion. The challenge is perfectly fair, for no demon- 


ſtration can be ſuperior to that drawn from figures; 


yet the challenge is declined. No proof of any-kind 


Ce is 


— — OC 4 


* — — 5 
ä—ͤ—ũ—— — —üZu8ĩ— — —— ͤ—j——. — 


1 


( 386 ) 3 
is hitherto offered in ſupport « of the Bill, The caſe 
then is at iſſue, and every principle of juſtice forbids 
us to proceed, till the facts are aſcertained, till we 
know whether a real neceſſity exiſts, or whether it is 
only made the pretence to colour a deep-laid plan of 
ambition, wealth, and power. The forms of Parlia- 
ment are firſt to be ſacrificed, and then its inde- 
pendency. 

This Bill, Sir, appears to me to violate the national 
faith in a high degree, for it annihilates the Charter of 
the Eaft-India Company, a charter purchaſed of the 


public, and ſecured by the ſanction of Parliament. 
The violation of the American Charters, which has 
been followed by the loſs of our empire in the Weſt, 
would have deterred any Miniſters leſs raſh, leſs 


impetuous, from this dangerous experiment of tam- 
pering with Charters. Not a Corporation in the king- 
dom, not a Charter, not the Great Charter of our Li- 


berties, not a Deed, not a Contract, not a Document, 
not a fecurity, no ſpecies of property, can be ſafe 
againſt bold, violent, unprincipled men acting thus 


in the plenitude and wantonneſs of power. This Char- 


ter did not owe its birth to the fogliſh,pafſions and 
prepoſſeſſions, or the mad prodigality, of any of the 


Plantagenets, Tudors, or Stuarts, in favour of a 


 crouching, ſervile courtier, or knavith, intereſted de- 
pendent. It was a fair purchaſe made of the public, 
an equal compact for reciprocal advantages between 


the nation at large and the body of the proprietors. 
The purchaſe money has been actually received by the 
public, and conſequently the proprietors have a juſt 


claim to what was ſtipulated in their favour. I agree, 


Sir, that there is no Charter which may not be for- 
8 W feired 
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feited by delinqueney, but the Charters of the City 
of London, for they are excepted by an expreſs AF of 
our glorious Deliverer, from the neceſſity of preſerv- 
ing the peace of the capital; but no delinquency of 
any kind is now made a charge againſt the Eaſt-India 
Directors, proprietors, or any of their ſervants. The 

diſtreſs of their circumſtances alone was alledged as 
warranting ſuch a Bill. I am very ready to admit, that 
ſome particular ſervants of the Company have been 
guilty of enormous crimes in the Eaſt. Is that a rea- 
55 for punithing the Directors and Proprietors in 
Leadenhall- ſtreet? Has the leaſt degree of guilt been 
| imputed to them ? I wiſh rather to add to their powers 
over their own ſervants; and then I am ſatisfied, that 
guilt of the deepeſt dye would ſpeedily be followed 
with the moſt exemplary puniſhment. I ſee no ob- 
jection to giving the Directors moſt of the powers of 
this Bill, but think that it would be highly politic. 
Let me ſtate to the recollection of the Houſe, a recent 

| tranſaction, in which the intereſts of the Company, and 
the national honour, were deeply wounded. When, 
after every poſlible delay, the authors of the late re- 
volution at Madraſs, and the ſubſequent murder of 
Lord Pigot, were brought into an Engliſh court of 
Juſtice, and a jury pronounced them guilty, What was 
the ſentence ? A triſling mulct, and not an hour's im- 
priſonment. The fine, which they paid in court, was 
ſcarcely a fiftieth part of the ſpoils of a wicked uſur- 
pation of the ſupreme government, both civil and mi- 
litary, followed by the murder of the Governor,” The 
public were inſulted, eyen in the hour of trial, by a 
vain oſtentation of what the criminals were prepared 
to have diſgorged, before the fears of their troubled 
n con- 


\( 388 ) 


conſciences were * by a ſolemn mockery of juſtice, 
Such a conduct marked the partial and feeble hand of 
the law at home; for ſurely, Sir, ſuch crimes called 
for ſeverity againſt the daring perpetrators, as well as 
to deter future delinquents. They may from this le- 
nity learn with perfect ſafety, and immenſe profit, to 
perpetrate the trifling crimes of mutiny, rebellion, and 
murder, diſgorging only a ſmall portion of their ill- 
gotten wealth. 

I have. no objection, I confeſs, to reſtraining the 
Eaft-India Company to the primary object of their Char- 
ter, to their original views of commerce, with a-pro- 
per power over their own ſervants. I little reliſh the 
idea of a few merchants governing, as ſoyereigns, the 
three. powerful ſtates of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa. 
It is inconſiſtent with political order, and the ſubordi- 
nation of Britiſh ſubjects. The Jeſuits were juſtly ex- 

pelled from almoſt every government in the old and 
new world, not from a ſyſtem of ſilly tenets, which 
not one in an hundred of them believed or cared about, 
but from their attempting to eſtabliſ the inperium in 
imperio, which no ſtate ever ſuffered with impunity. 
1 venerate the wiſe maxim of a commercial policy, 
that, while it is adding to the national wealth, forms 
an invincible bulwark by the ſtrength of a powerful 
navy; but I deteſt a ſcandalous, heterogeneous traffic 
of war and trade, plunder and commerce, peculation and 
murder, extortion, rapine, and corruption. The na- 
- tional character has been loft in Hindoſtan. Provinces 
and kingdoms have been bought and ſold by the 
Aſiatic Generals and Governors of the Company, againſt 
the ſtrongeſt orders of the Directors and Proprietors, 


and 
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and the lives of ſome of the moſt harmleſs princes, who 
have ever reigned, ſet to ſale. The miſchief ſoon gains 
Europe; and we experience at home all the calamities, 
which Rome ſuffered in the declenſion of her empire, 
and from the ſame quarter, from the Eaſt. We are 


ruined by the luxury and venality of our own wretched, 


deſpicable offspring, and all the vices of the Eaſt, 
which they propagate here too ſucceſsfully, when they 
return to purchaſe protection and indemnity for their 


crimes, or a ſeat in this Houſe for ſale to a corrupt 


Miniſter. I therefore, Sir, highly approve a Bill for 
the government of the territorial poſſeſſions and reve- 


nues of India, which ought to depend on the ſtate, but 


the regulation of all commercial concerns I ſhall ever 
think ought to reſt with the Proprietors and Direc- 
tors. This is their province; and to this they are as com- 
petent as they are inadequate to dominion and the rule 
of empires. 

Sir, I look upon this Bill as the bitter fruits of the 
Coalition. After the fatal conſequences of the noble 
Lord's attack on the American Charters, I cannot think 
he would have ventured on this direct violation of the 
franchiſes and property of a great Company, if he had not 
been in impious league with ſo daring a colleague. Not 
a man, who hears me, can believe that ſuch a Bill had 
ever appeared, if the wordy war had gone on between 
the two Secretaries. The noble lord indeed had made 


ſome former faint attempts, and for a good while caſt 


a longing eye on the fair prey, but he dreaded his op- 
' ponent. When he had ſecured a fit accomplice, the 
plan and ſhare of the plunder was adjuſted, and then 
the robbing of the Eaſt-· India Company reſolved. The 
| Duumviri, auro, argento, are, not flando, or feriundo, 
"R610 4 | but 
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but rapiundo, meant to proceed by this Bill to the ſei- 
zure and confiſcation of all monies, ſecurities for money, 
goods. wares, merchandizes, &c. &c. &c. with as little 
{cruple as in elder times any ne or decemvirate, 
ever uſed. 

I proteſt, Sir, I do not feel the leaſt perſonality 
againſt either of the chief members of the Gcalition ; but 
I dread the monſtrous, unnatural union of ſuch incon- 
gruous, diſcordant particles, becauſe they could only be 
brought ro coale/ce for the diviſion of the public ſpoils, 
and the ſharing of all power among themſelves, to the 
deſtruction of the public liberty, and the independency 
of this Houſe. I believe that the noble. Lord poſſeſſes 
perfect perſonal integrity. His own probity is unble- 
miſhed ; but a luſt of power, and an unhappy indolence 
of temper, combined to make him through the courſe 
of the laſt war connive at almoſt every man in every de- 
partment fleccing the public beyond the example of all 
former times. His own hands were clean: not fo 
thoſe of the whole tribe of his contractors and deped- 
dents. The noble Lord has a rich vein of pure, elegant, 
dlaſſical wit, the moſt eaſy manners, and unaffected 
good- nature, with every amiable and companionable 
quality. He is formed to be admired and. beloved as 
a private nobleman. Would to heaven I could com- 
mend his reverence for the conſtitution, his love of li- 
berty, and his zeal for the preſervation of thoſe noble 
privileges and franchiſes, which are the birthright of 
Engliſhmen ! With his colleague I have acted againſt 
his lordſhip for many years. I foughr by his fide 
through the whole American war, and in all the ſpirit- 
ed ſtruggles againſt rhe too great power of the crown. 
have frequently been in * from the ſtrains of 


his 


(a0) 
his manly eloquence, the force of his reaſoning, and. 
the torrent of his oratory. So perfect a parliamentary 1 
debater this Houſe has never known. I grieve when 1. 
recollect how unavailing all our tedious ſtruggles have 
been, and that fo large a part of the empire has been 
torn from us; but I am indignant when I ſee the no- 
ble Lord in one of the higheſt offices of the ſtate, 
brought back to power, and careſſed by the very man, 
who undertook to impeach him, as the great criminal of 
. the ſlate, the corrupter of Parliament, the author and con- 
triver of our ruin, He proteſted that he could not traſt 
himſelf in the ſame room with him. At another time he 
ſaid, be conſented to paſs for the moſt infamous man in this, 
or any country, if ever he made part of an adminiſtration 
with the noble Lord in the blue ribband. I do not forget, 
vir, attending my Sovereign the laſt year, by the com- 
mand of the Freeholders of Middleſex, to thank his Ma- 
Jefly for having removed from his counſels, men, under | 
whoſe adminiſtration calamities, ſo many and ſo great, have | 
befallen this kingdom, and for appointing minifters, in whom | 
this country bad, and are willing to bave, the fulleſt con- | 
 fidence. That confidence could never have been loſt, but 
by the dereliction of every principle, and every pro- 
miſe. The right honourable Secretary aſſured us in 
the firſt week after his acceſſion to power, that he 
found every thing much worſe than he could have ſuſ- 
pected. Has he inſtituted the leaſt enquiry into the 
cauſes of the diſmemberment of the empire, and of the 
diſgraces of the Britiſh fleet during ſo great a part of 
the laſt war, for which he has ſo often ſolemnly pledged 
himſelf? In breach of repeated public engagements, 


— — 


and almoſt — pompous profeſſions, he has joined the 
C ο enemy 


enemy of America, by which he has loſt the confidence 
of every man on the other fide of the Arlantick, which 


_ uſeful to this country. 


to the crown, and perhaps directly by colluſion with a 


lions ſterling a year, of which the Company will be 


conſtitution. All the Governor Generals, Lieutenant- 
Governors, Counſellors, Preſidents, Council of Com- 
merce, Factors, Writers, every thing civil and mili- 
-rary, from the General to the Subaltern, in the various 
eſtabliſhments throughout Aſia, and at home every 
thing of profit in Leadenhall-Street, to the very ware- 
houſemen, clerks and porters of the Houſe, are in- 


could never be withſtood, I conſoled myſelf, Sir, un- 
my wiſhes was the immortality of the liberties of my 


the crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be 
- diminiſhed, three propoſitions regularly ſupported by one 


half, Timagined that the conſiderable diminution of re- 


tices, , Judges, Attorney and Solicitat-Generals, Re- 
ceiyers, Collectors, Comptrollers, Cuſtom-houſe Oſfi- 


en 


he had acquired in ſome degree, and might have made 


Sir, another ſtrong objection to this Bill ariſes from 
the enormous power, in the end neceſſarily to accrue 


miniſter. It is, Sir, a patronage of above two mil- 


deprived. Whereyer ſuch a parronage falls, it cannot 
fail to overturn the balance of power in this well-poized 


cluded. Such an influence in this age of corruption 
der the loſs of America, becauſe as the firſt qbje& of 


country, and I had always thought that ibe influence of 


half of the Coalition, and regularly oppoſed by the other 


gal power by the loſs of the appqintment af thirteen 
Governors, thirteen Lieutenant Governors, Chief Juſ- 


pers, s &c, &c. &c. with the military government of 
| Minorca 
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Minorca, and the-two Floridas, no longer rendered the 


Crown an object of terror. If, however, the immenſe 
' patronage of Aſia is to be given to the Crown, its over- 
grown power muſt ſoon ſwallow up the two other 
branches of the legiſlature, aud the ſovereign of En- 
gland will become as perfect a deſpot as the monarch of 
France, Spain, or Pruſſia. If it is to be ſeized by 2 
Miniſter at the head of a proud and hateful ariſtocracy, 
both the Sovereign and the people will be the ſlaves of 


a faction. One only reſource will remain in the great 
revolution of human events, which the womb of time 
may bring forth, a circumſtance not to be regretted, 
perhaps to be wiſhed, by the real friends of humanity. 
It is an event poſſibly nor very diſtant, that the French, 
Dutch, and Portugueſe, as well as the Engliſh, may 
be entirely ſwept away from the countries in the Eaſt, 
which they have cruetly laid waſte, and made the the- 
atre of the moſt flagitious enormities. The peaceful 
natives will then be at reſt, happy under the mild go- 
vernment of their own princes. Commerce will then 
no longer be fettered by a monopoly, but ſpread its 
ſwelling fails as freely over the Gulph of Bengal and 
the Indian ſeas, as on the coaſt of China and Japan, on 
the Atlantic, or the Mediterranean, - 

May I beg the indulgence of the Houſe for a very 
few more words? We have an Ad to prevent officers 
of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe from voting at elections of 
members to ſerve in Parliament, a truly wiſe and ex- 


cellent regulation, dictated by the ſpirit of liberty. 


Should this Bill paſs into a law, I will move the ſame 


kind of reſtraint with reſpect to every man employed 
under the intended Eaft-7adia commiſſion, to diminiſh 
jn ſome degree the incredible weight of influence, 


which 
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which it will create. I will bring to the teſt the con- 


fiſtency of the great Whig families, of whoſe ſupport 
we have heard ſo much from the right honourable 
Secretary; and I doubt not of the effectual affiſtance 
of every independent character in the Honſe. I do 


not, however, deſpair of the total rejection of the pre- 
ſent Bill. I will only add, that if we do not ſtrangle 
the monſter in its birth, it will deſtroy the freedom 


both of the Parliament and People. 
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TA PRO TEST 
THE EARL OF ABINGDOM, 
| Entered February 24, 1777, 
On the JourxArs.of the Houſe of Lords. 
Diſewiont, | 


Fi RST, Becauſe I look upon this Bill, not only 
as a part of that ſyſtem of Colony-Government, ſo ini- 
mical to Civil Liberty, ſo repugnant to the firſt and 
fundamental principles of the Conſtitution, ſo ruinous 
in its meaſures, ſo ſhocking to. humanity, and ſo 
averſe from that now exploded virtue of univerſal 
benevolence, but becauſe I ſee herein that ſyſtem com- 
ing home to ouRSELVEs, and with haſty ſteps point- 
ing its dangers, even towards the heart of the king- 
dom. | ] 


. . Secondly, 


* 


[ 
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Secondly, Becauſe the Bill itſelf is attended with 
powers ſubverſive of and unknown to the laws of the 
land, by apprehending perſons, it may be, on ground- 
leſs svsp1cion, by impriſoning perhaps the innocent, 
without the uſual and neceſſary form of a ſingle oath; 
and not too in the common gaol of the county, but in 
whatever part of the realm, be it ever ſo diſtant, that 


_ perſecution ſhall think fit to adopt. 


Thirdly, Becauſe, although the ryder, which has 
been added by the other Houſe, does in ſome degree 
abate the rigour of this harſh and alarming Bill, yet it 
does not ſufficiently provide for the ſecurity of his Ma- 
jeſty's loyal ſubjects, the inhabitants of the Weſt India 
Iſlands under its baneful operation; nay, even any in- 
dividual of this country, who ſhall venture on the High 
Seas, if only to make the tour of the Hebrides, may 
become the object of ſuſpicion, and the victim of ven- 
geance. 

Laſtly, Becauſe the hour is come, if from mo- 
tives of policy only, that coercion to lenity ſhould give 
way. (Signed) ABING DON“. 


* This noble Earl has been one of the moſt ſteady and intrepid aſſertors of liberty 
in this age. England has eſſential obligations to the family of the Earl of Abingdon. 


When the prince of Orange was at Exeter in great difficulties ſoon, after his landing, 


when, © both the clergy and magiſtrates of Exeter were very fearful, and very back - 
% ward, when the Biſhop and the Dean ran away, and the Clergy ſtood. off,” as 


- Biſhop Burnet ſays, Lord Abingdon came ip and joined our glorious deliverer. The 


ſame ardour for freedom glows in the breaſt of his noble deſcendant, with an atmoſt 
unexampled ſpirit and activity. The citizens of Geneva, as well as the people of Eng- 


land, dwell with pleaſure on the praiſe of a peer, who has made the moſt generous 


efforts for both in the cauſe of public liberty, and often ſacrificed the pleaſures and 


; enjoyments of ſocial life to their intereſts. No gentleman was eyer more formed to 
- pleaſe and captivate in private life than the preſent Lord Abingdon, or has been more 
deſervedly, more generally eſteemed and beloved. He poſſeſſes true honour in the 


higheſt degree, with generous ſentiments of friendſhip. To ſuperior manly ſenſe 
he joins eaſy wit, with an amiable gaiety of temper, which diffuſes univerſal chear- 
fulneſs. It is impoſſible not to be charmed with the happy prodigality of nature in 


* bis favonr, but every conſieration yields with him to a warm attachment to the 


conſtitution of England, 
laws and on glan No 


(39 ) 


No II. 


The PROTEST of the LORDS, 
On the 16th of April, 1777. 


Diſſentient, 


For the reaſons contained in the amendment pro- 
poſed and rejected, viz. in lieu of the HT to 
ſubſtitute the following: 


To aſſure his Majeſty of the inviolable affection and 
loyalty of this Houſe ; and that it is with the ſincereſt 
affliction. we find our duty to his Majeſty, and our 
country, entirely incompatible with our compliance 
with the requeſt made to us in his Majeſty's name. 

That at a time when the increaſe of Public Debt, 
attended with a decreaſe of the Britiſh empire, mani- 
feſtly required the utmoſt ceconomy in the manage- 
ment. of the Revenues -of the Crown, we cannot be- 
hold, without aſtoniſhment and indignation, a profu- 
fion in your Majeſty's miniſters, which the greateſt 
proſperity of our affairs could ſcarcely excuſe. 

That this. Houſe, with the moſt zealous devotion. 
to your Majeſty's true intereſts, beg leave to repreſent 
to your Majeſty, that we humbly apprehend the clear 
revenue of 800,000 l. a year, which ſupported the go- 


vernment 


} 
\ 
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vernment and court of your Majeſty's grandfather of 
happy memory, in great authority and magnificence, 
is fully ſufficient (if managed by your Majeſty's ſer- 
vants with the ſame integrity and oeconomy) to main- 
tain alſo the honour and dignity of your Majeſty's 
Crown, in that reverence in which we wiſh, as much 
at leaſt as thoſe who have ſquandered away your re- 
venues, to {ce it always {ypyoned. | | 

Parliament has al ready, in conſideration (we ſuppoſe) 
of ſome expences at the beginning of your Majeſty's 
reign, diſcharged the debts and incumbrances on the 
Civil Lift to a very great amount. > Again to exceed 


the revenue granted by Parliament, without its au- 


chority, and to abuſe its indulgence in paying one 
debt, by contracting, in ſo ſhort a time, another, and 
a greater, is, on che firſt view, a criminal act. Your 
Majeſty's miniſters ought to have laid ſome matter be- 


fore this Houſe, tending to ſhew that your Majeſty” 8 


government could not be reputably ſupported on the 
Proviſion made by Parliament; ; whereas they have only 


laid before us the heads on which they have exceeded, 
: without any thing which can tend either to juſtify or 


excuſe rhe exceſs ; ; and the only reaſon given to us for 


Paying that debt is, that your Majeſty' 5 miniſters have 
incurred 1 it. 


With regard to the furcher increaſe of your Majefty* $ 


Civil Lift revenues, we muſt decline any concurrence 


therein, not ſolely from motives of oeconomy (though x at 
no time more ſtrictly required), but from a dread allo of 
the effect of ſuch an augmentation on the honqur and in- 
tegrity of Parliament, by veſting ſuch large ſums with- 
dut accpunt in the hands of miniſters. | When an opi- 


nion 
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nion is known to prevail, and which we have no meihs 
of contradicting, that your Majeſty's Civil Liſt reve- 

nues are employed in creating an undue influence in 
Parliament, it would be extremely unbecoming of us to 

vote, without manifeſt reaſon, great ſums out of the 
property of your Majeſty's ſubjects, which are ſup- 
poſed to be applied to our private emolument. It is 
our duty to attend to the reputation of Parliament ; | 
and we beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that a | 
further increaſe of the preſent overgrown influence of | 
the Crown would be a treacherous gift from Parlia- 1 
ment even to the Crown itſelf, as it will enable the -Y 
miniſters to carry on thoſe deluſive ſyſtems which have 
been fatally adopted, and which, if purſued, muſt 
lead to the ruin, as they have already I the 
diſtraction of this once great empire. 


Az1NGDoN, EFFINGHAM, 
ABERGAVENNY, PoRTLAND, | 
ARCHER, Rich Mond, e 
KING, Rockixch ax, 
THANEr, FiTZWILLLAM, 
 TorRINGTON, DevoxsH1RE, 
STAMFORD,  Maxcgesrts. 


No III. 


The PROTEST of the Earl of RADNOR. 
On the firſt of May, 1777. 
Diſſentient, ä 


Becauſe, though I admit, and zealouſly contend, that 


the ſplendorand dignity of the Crown of Great Britain, 


and the credit of the royal houſehold, ought, for his 
Majeſty's perſonal ſatisfaction, no leſs than for the ho- 
nour of the nation, to be maintained by liberal grants 
of Parliament (liberal beyond the charge of parſimony, 
or a minute calculation of the demands on govern- 
ment); yet, when no conſideration is had, and no ac- 
count whatever given in of various productive funds, 
of which his Majeſty's ſervants are in the receipt, and 
which are never accounted for in Parliament, I muſt . 
infiſt that all calculations of a deficiency in the aſſumed 
ſum of 800,000]. only, are fallacious and abſurd. 

| Becauſe theſe funds produce either the exact ſum of 
78,0001. or more, or leſs. If they produce that ſum, 
the produce more than liquidates the preſent ſtated 
lebt. If they produce leſs, but yer producing ſome- 
1ing, the accounts upon the table cannot be true; 

r ſuch produce would then either have been accounted 


vr in diminution of this debt, or ſuch produce is ſtill 
„ | \ in 
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in hand,-and the means of diſcharging ſuch debt re- 
main; or there has been ſome ſecrer expenditure to 

which it has been applied, and which adminiſtration 
have not thought fit to mention. If they produce, as 
I cannot but think they do produce, conſiderably more, 
it ſurely reſts upon miniſters to ſhew the application, 
rather than becomes the credulity of Parliament to ac- 
cept theſe accounts as complete, or its generoſity to 
ſupply with ſuch readineſs, and conſequently encou- 
rage the wantonneſs of their profufion, as to the 
amount, and perhaps their criminality in the deſtina- 
tion of the ſums. * 

And becauſe, when (excluſive of the enormous ſums 
ſtated to be lodged with certain perſons who are mem- 
bers of the Heuſe of Commons, for ſecret and ſpecial 
ſervices, words calculated to perplex and not inform) 
the extravagant amount of ſalaries and acknowledged 
penſions (to which parliamentary jealouſy claims a 
right of making a large addition on account of the 
general belief, amounting with many perſons to an in- 
ternal conviction of conſiderable diſburſements for ſe- 
eret and unacknowledged purpoſes) is conſidered ; I 
hold it my duty, as a member of the legiſlarure, to 
withhold rhe additional means, afforded by this bill, 


of corrupting the integrity of Parliament. 
RADN OR 


enn 
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Extract from A report from the Committee ap- 


0 Pointed (upon the- 27th day of March 1771) ro 


© examine into the ſeveral facts and circumſtances 


c“ relative to the late obſtructions to the execution 


6 of the orders of this Houſe; and to conſider what 
* further proceedings may be requiſite to enforce a 
* due obedience thereto; and to report their pro- 
* ceedings, together with their opinion, from time 
& to time, to the Houſe.” | | 


The Committee appoited to examine into the ſeveral 


facts and circumſtances relative to the late obſtrue- 


tions to the execution of the orders of this Hoſe, 


and to conſider what further proceedings may be re- 
- | quiſite to enforce a due obedience thereto, and to re- 


Port their proceedings, together with their opinion, 


from time to time, to the Houſe, have, in obedience 


to the order of the Houſe, begun by examining in- 


to the facts and circumſtances relating to the late 


- obſtructions to the orders of the Houſe ; and, in or- 
der thereto, called before them, 


William Mhitbam, one of the meſſengers attending 


this Houſe ; who ſaid, That he had had no other 


« warrant but that for taking J. Miller into cuſtody, 
« on the 15th of March, 1771: it was directed to Mr. 


"i * Bonfoy, Mr. Clementſon, and himſelf, with orders to 


66 go 
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« go and take Miller into cuſtody ; and he i 
* and came to Miller's houſe about 2 o'clock ; and he 
c aſked if Miller was at home, and was Ac he 
„ was above ſtairs, and would be down in a little time; 
* that he waited about a quarter of an hour, when 
« Miller, came down, and went into his compting- 
« houſe ; that he (Whitham) followed him, and told 
„him, her hoped he would not be ſurprized, that he 
«© had the Speaker's warrant for taking him into cuſ- 
* tody, and offered to ſhew the warrant to him; and 
* that he (Miller) juſt caſt his eye upon it, and faid, 
that the meſſenger had no authority to take him, 
e and he ſhould take no notice of it; whereupon he 
(the meſſenger) laid his hand upon Miller's arm, and 
told him he was his priſoner, and that he muſt go 
© with him. Miller ſaid, that he had aſſaulted him in 
© his own houſe; and thereupon told one of the per- 
„ ſons preſent to go and fetch ſuch a one, but does 
* not remember the name of the conſtable, who came 
in a few minutes, and Miller charged the conſtable 
with him for the affault, and required the conſtable 
« to carry him before the ſitting alderman; that as he 
« (Whitham) was going into the court where Miller 
« lives, he ſaw a man, whom he takes to be the con- 
<« ſtable, come out of Miller's houſe, and go into a 
„ houſe near the opening into the court; and, by che 
5 ſhortneſs of the time, which was about three or four 
© minutes, he judged rhe, conſtable might come from 
ce that houſe; that the conſtable came into the compt- 
e ing-houſe, and Miller charged him to take the meſ- 
c ſenger (Whitham) into cuſtody; the conſtable charged 
e all preſent to aſſiſt him, and the meſſenger gave rhe 
like charge to all preſent on his behalf; that he is 
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- © not ſure the conſtable laid his hands on him; but, 


«finding they were determined to arreſt him, he made 
cc no reſiſtance ; that he apprehends a coach was ready 
c by order, as there was not time to call one from the 
cc ſtand: and one Clarke, and Miller, and he (the meſ- 
e ſenger), went into the coach, which was ordered to 


drive to Guild hall, and did ſo. 


% That, when they arrived at Guildhall, they went 
«up ſtairs, and were informed that the fitting Al- 


e derman was gone; that as ſoon as they arrived at 


cc Guildhall, Clarke went for Mr. Clement/on; that he 
«© did not hear any one in particular directed to go to 
the Manſion Houſe; but that ſeveral perſons followed 
& Miller to Guildhall; and in about a quarter of an 
* hour, word was brought that the fitting Alderman 
&« was at the Manſion Houſe; whereupon they went thi- 
& ther, and were taken into the room where buſineſs is 


e uſually done: they ſtaid there about a quarter of an 


* hour, when word was brought that he (Miller) could 
* not be examined till fix o'clock :—that he'(Whitham) 
c defired he might not be examined before Mr. Cle- 
«© mentſon,came ; that they ſtaid a ſhort time, when a 
<« gentleman came and defired Miller and him to follow 


% him, who ſhewed them into a room where people 


* were dining; they dined, and then went into another 


© room, where he and Miller ſtaid till they were called 
to the Lord Mayor, who was in his bed-chatnber 


cc with Aldermen Olwer and Wilkes, and ſeveral other 
6c perſons ; that he met Mr. Clement/on as he was going 
ce into the room to the Lord Mayor. The Lord Mayor 
* began by aſking Miller concerning his being taken 
e into cuſtody by the meſſenger, and Miller gave an 
e account of it; then — Eord Mayor aſked him (rhe 

; © meſſenger) 


— 


( 4000 


6 s by what authority he took Miller? He 
ic anſwered by the authority of the Speaker's warrant, 
V which the Lord Mayor ordered him to produce; he 
6 did ſo, and was ordered by Mr. Clementſon to read it, 
but not to deliver it but of his hands; that as he was 
going to read it, the Lord Mayor ſaid, he muſt have 
i the inſpection of it, or no notice could be taken of 
tt it; that he then delivered it to the Lord Mayor upon 
« his promiſe it ſhould be reſtored to him; that the 
5 Lord Mayor took and read it; and he or Mr. Mor- 
it 115, but rather thinks the latter, ordered a copy to 
7 be taken of it, and a copy was taken accordingly ;— 
that the Lord Mayor aſked him, if he had applied to 
** any Civil Magiſtrate to back the warrant, or whether 
5 he was a peace-officer ? To both which he anſwered 
*in the negative:—the Lord Mayor then aſked, by 
hat authority he could take a citizen into cuſtody ? 
«© That he (the meſſenger) anſwered, by the Speaker's' 
« warrant, which he thought ſufficient ; and the Lord 
« Mayor then ſaid, he had no authority to take up any 
cone in the City, without his or the authority of ſome 
ff city magiſtrate. 

{5 Then three witnefles were ſworn to the facts which 
ff paſſed at Miller's, and that thereupon Mr. Clement ſon 
© informed the Lord Mayor, that he was come by the 
“ Speaker's order to demand the meſſenger and his pri- 
& ſoner: he does not recolle& the anfwer which was 
« given to this demand; but ſome arguments paſſed, 
« and Mr. Morris ſpoke a good deal: then the Lord 
«© Mayor ſaid, that he (the meſſenger) muſt be com- 
t mitted to the Compter, and Miller muſt be diſcharged}; 
te and ordered a Mittimus to be drawn, and that he ſaw 
** the Lord Mayor, fign it: that Mr. Morris chen faid, 
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eit would be proper that the other two Aldermen 
* ſhould fign it, who did ſo in the preſence of him 
« the meſſenger : the Lord Mayor then faid, he did' 
not defire them to be concerned, but would take it 
upon himſelf: that, before the warrant was quite 
completed, the Lord Mayor or Mr. Morris ſaid, there 
© was bail in the room, if it was liked of; and one 
« Mr. Hurford, Mr. Withy, and Mr. Reynolds an attor- 
© ney, offered to be bail, before the Lord Mayor ſaid, 
© I muſt give bail; that he thanked them, but did 
© not know whether he ſhould have occaſion for it; 
& and ſaid that he never had applied to them for it. 
That he declined giving bail, Mr. Clementſon ſay- 
© ing it was not proper; and the warrant was ſigned 
& and ſealed: Mr. Clementſon then ſaid, that he was 
« ready to give bail; whereupon the Lord Mayor grew 
&« warm, and ſaid he was trifled with; and that he then 
« ſaid, that he, or we, would not then take bail, or 
& words to that purpoſe; upon which there was ſome 
<« noiſe and clapping of hands in the room; and there 
followed ſome diſcourſe between the Lord Mayor, 
« Mr. Clementſon, and Mr. Morri,; and he thinks, in 
& conſequence, it was agreed to take bail; and Har- 
ford and Withy gave bail, and * an wt 
cc to it. 

«© That Mr. Clement ſo we 5 (the meſſenger) were' 
ce afterwards ſent back from the Speaker's to the Man- 
<« fon Houſe, for a copy of the warrant of commitment; 
e and were refuſed it, being told, it was not to be 
found, but, if it ſhould, they might have it in the 
« morning.— That he (the meſſenger) went a ſecond 
« and third time; and was told the laſt time, he might 


" have a copy of the Recognizance a little nies the 


uarter 
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«Quarter Seffion, if he deſired it; but that the copy 


« of the warrant was of no uſe after bail was given.“ 
The Committee then proceeded to examine Mr. 
e the Deputy Serjeant at arms, —who ſaid, 
66 That he went to the Speaker's houſe on Friday the 
« 15th of March to ſee if the warrant was ſigned for 
e taking Miller into cuſtody; that the Speaker's ſecre- 
„ tary had prepared it, and the Speaker ſigned it, and 
* delivered it to him (Clement/on) who gave it to the 
< meſſenger, and told him, that if he found any dif- 
« ficulty, to ſend for him, who ſhould be at home.— 
That he heard nothing more, till half an hour paſt 
© three o'clock ; then a perſon came to him, and told 
© him, he muſt come, for that the meſſenger was 
ce taken up by a conſtable, and charged with an aſſault. 
«© — That he went to the Speaker's, and told him of it, 
* who/gave him directions to go and demand the meſ- 
* ſenger, and his priſoner ; and that if bail was neceſ- 
&« fary, he muſt give it; but that he muſt ſee him 
© committed. firſt That he went firſt to Guildhall, 
e about five o'clock, but found nobody there, and was 
e told, he ſhould hear of them at the Manſion Houſe. 
That he went there, and was introduced to the 
“Lord Mayor, in his bed-chamber.—That he told the 
“Lord Mayor, he underſtood, that the meſſenger, to 
© whom the warrant was directed for apprehending 
Miller, was taken up by a conſtable, and charged 
«© with an affault; that he therefore deſired to know, 
ce if the meſſenger, had been brought before him.— 
<« That the Lord Mayor ſaid, he had been told, that a 
6 perſon, who was called a meſſenger of the Houſe of 
“Commons, had been brought there, and charged 


6 with an aſſault.— That he (Clement/on) waited in an 
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anti- room till fix o'clock. That the meſſenger then 
« came, and Miller and a Conſtable (John Downe ), 


and a large concourſe of people. Then they went 


« in, to the Lord Mayor; Alderman Wilkes and Al- 
&« derman Oliver were there with him. The Lord 


Mayor aſked, what was the purpoſe of their coming 
& thither ? Miller ſaid, he charged Whitham, the meſ- 
e ſenger, with an aſſault. , On this Mr. Robert Morris 
% appeared, and. ſaid he was counſel for Miller the 
«© proſecutor. He ſaid, that Miller had been violently 
e affaulted, and falſely. impriſoned, by an illegal war- 
cc rant. —Downe, the Conſtable (who was aſked for by 
* the Lord Mayor) faid, Miller had applied to him, 
t about one or two o'clock, and had complained: of an 
* aſſault on him, in his own houſe, by the meſſenger, 
and charged him to take the meſſenger into cuſtody; 
he therefore took him into cuſtody, in order to carry 
him before a proper magiſtrate, 


Miller was then called upon; who ad, hat a 
. © perſon who called himſelf a meſſenger of the Houſe 
« of Commons came to him, and took him into cuſ- 
« tody, by virtue of a pretended warrant.—That 
« Miller was then ſworn by the Lord Mayor, and ſaid 
upon his oath, that what he had before ſaid was 
* true, He went on, and ſaid, he had refuſed to 
« go with the perſon.—That the perſon had uſed vi- 
*© olence, and had ſeized hold of him, and was pulling 
© him along.—That the Lord Mayor aſked the meſ- 
„ {enger, what offence Miller had committed, or what 
authority he had for aſſaulting Miller in this man- 
« ner? The meſſenger ſaid, he had the Speaker's 
te warrant, directed to him, to take Miller into cuſ- 
8 tody. The Lord ie or rae where the warrant 


CC was ? 
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«© was? That he (Clement ſon) told Whithan to open fe, 
« and read it himſelf. —That the Lord Mayor or Mr, 
«© Morris (he can't ſay which) faid it — be pro- 
6 duced.— That he (Clement ſon) objected to ĩt for ſome 
c time; but the Lord Mayor ſaying it could not be 
« taken notice of, if not produced, he delivered it to 
© the Lord Mayor, on his promiſing to deliver i it back 
to him; that he waited till this time, to ſee the na- 
cc ture of the aſſault charged on M bitbam; and finding 
64 that it was for executing the warrant for taking 
© Miller into cuſtody, he then told the Lord Mayor, 
ce that he appeared before him as Deputy Serjeant at 
* Arms of the Houſe of Commons; that he came 
there by the Speaker's directions; and had his com- 
© mands to demand not only Vbitham the meſſenger, 
5 but likewiſe Miller his priſoner ; and he made that 
« demand in the moſt ſolemn manner he was able.— 
«© That Mr. Morris, on this, deſired he (Clementſon) 
© might be ſworn as an evidence: — But he ( Cementſan) 
c declared he would not be ſworn, and ſaid, he did not 
cc come as an evidence, but as an officer of the Houſe 
« of Commons, to execute the commands given him 
* by the Speaker. —The Lord Mayor faid, he could 
© not take notice of any thing in his magiſterial ca- 
e pacity, that was not given upon oath.— That he 
was then aſked by Morris, if he refuſed to be ex- 
« amined to any of the facts or circumſtances within his 
e knowledge. — That he doubted at firſt what anſwer 
« to give to that; but, on recollection, he ſaid, if 
ce there was the leaſt doubt either of the warrant bein 

e ſigned by the Speaker, or of his (Clement ſon s) hav- 
e ing the Speaker's commands to demand W.itham the 
e meſſenger, and Miller his priſoner, he was ready to 
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cc be ſworn to the truth of thoſe matters; but would 
c“ not be ſworn generally.— Finding that to be his re- 
« ſolution, Mr. Morris declined ſwearing him as to 
* thoſe matters; but he ( Ulementſon) again repeated, 
ce that if there was any doubt as to thoſe en he 
was ready to ſwear to them. | 


That the Lord Mayor aſked Whithani if hs was a 
10 Peace- Officer or a Conſtable ? he ſaid, he was not 


« if he had applied to any City Magiſtrate to back 


e his warrant; he ſaid, he had not: Upon this, the 


« Lord: Mayor declared, That it was very extraordi- 
4 nary for any Citizen to be taken up in the City of 


© London, without the knowledge or authority of the 


Lord Mayor, or ſome other magiſtrate of the City; 
« and if this was permitted to be the caſe, it would 


<« be trampling on the laws, and there would be an 
tc end of the conſtitution of this country, 


«© Then Miller was examined, as to his being a Li- 


46 veryman of the City of London, — The Lord Mayor 


« ſaid, it was his opinion, that no warrant, but from 
ce him or ſome other magiſtrate of the city, was good 
ce and valid to take up any citizen; that he thought 


. * himſelf bound, ſo long as he held the _—_ Office 


&© of Chief Magiſtrate of the City of Lo to take' 
te notice of a proceeding of this ſort ; and that it was 
© his duty to defend the Citizens, and their Rights 


and Liberties, to the laſt extremity.—He ſaid, he 


ic was of opinion, the meſſenger had no right to take 
« up Miller, who was a Citizen, not being charged 
« with any Felony, Treſpaſs, or Breach of the Peace. 


That Mr. Morris then took four objections to the 
% warrant. 


« Firſt, 
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« Firſt, that the words [ Houſe of Commons“ 
« was not a ſufficient deſcription of the power which 
« had paſſed the Vote.—Thar it ſhould have been 
[the Houſe of Commons in Parliament afſembied.”] 


« Secondly, That [© J. Miller” ] was no ſufficient . 
te deſcription of the perſon. 

«© Thirdly, That tbe offence was not inſerted ; and 
therefore that it was illegal, and without colour of 
&« law, | 

“ Fourthly, That i it did not appear, that [“. Fletcher 
% Norton, Speaker,” ] who ſigued the warrant, was 
« the Sir Fletcher Norton, who is Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons. | 

“That the Lord Mayor aſked Whitham, whether 
* he intended to carry Miller away as his priſoner ? 
* Whitham ſaid, he did. The Lord Mayor then faid, 
he thought the warrant was illegal; and therefore 
* he diſcharged Miller out of the cuſtody of the meſ- 
*« ſenger; and ſaid at the ſame time, This Citizen 
* comes here to claim a citizen's protection of me, 
« and I think he is entitled to it. 

That then the Lord Mayor proceeded on the af- 
&« ſault.— Miller proved that Whitham had laid hold of 
„ his arm and pulled him; and that about five mi- 
e nutes afterwards the conſtable came. After this, 
Three perſons were produced to prove the aſſault. 

6 Henry Page, of Newgate-Street, Printer. 

«© 7obn Topping, of the Old Bailey, Printer. 

* Robert Page, of Neugate- Street, Printer. | 

© They proved, That Vbiibam laid hold of Miller's 
* arm, and faid, he was his priſoner, and that Miller 
* ſaid, he ſhould not go, or did not chuſe to go. 
e That Whitham ſaid, You muſt go; and Miller ſaid, 

« he 
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66 be. ſhould not; and then Vbitbam charged every 
te body preſent to affiſt him. After this, the Conſta- 


* ble was brought; and the Conſtable charged all. 
te preſent to aſſiſt him, 


That the Lord Mayor, on this, gave it as his 


opinion, that the affault was fully proved; and that 


“ Whitham myſt give ſecurity ta appear at the next 
< Seſſion for the City of London, to anſwer ſuch in- 
e dictments as ſhould be then found againſt him for 
* the aſſault and falſe impriſonment, himſelf in Forty 
* Pounds, and Two Securities in Twenty Pounds 
* each; and that Miller was to be bound to appear 
and make out the charge. Mr. Morris and many 
« others preſent were ready to be bail for Whithay : 

* That Whitham was very much frightened, and was 
ready to offer bail; but he (Clementſon) inſiſted he 
** ſhould. not give bail. —The Lord * deſired it 


„ 


$6 % ee by V bitbam. 

« Then the Lord Mayor directed a warrant ta be 
* made out; and the perſon who had theſe directions 
he ſaw fill up what he ſuppoſed was the warrant; 


and the Lord Mayor declared, it was a warrant for 


*« committing Whitham to the Compter.—That he ſaw 
<* the Lord Mayor ſign that paper.—On this, Mr. 
« Myrris deſired the other two Aldermen might fign. 


% the warrant, as well as his Lordſhip ; ; elſe it might 


tt be ſuppoſed, that they did not concur in opinion 
« with his Lordſhip.—The Lord Mayor faid, he did 
< not-deſire any body elſe to ſign it, though the two 
&« Aldermen declared themſelves ready to do it; and 
« he particularly ſaid ro Alderman Wilkes, J think you 
* have enough upon your bands already. —The warrant 

© & however 
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i however was directed to be altered by the Clerk into 
te the plural number; and he ſaw that paper ſigned by 


« the other two Aldermen, Wilkes and Oliver; —That- 


« he aſked the Lord Mayor if it was ſigned by them 


« all; and he faid, it was; and directions were given 


« by the Lord Mayor, and Mr. Wilkes, to the Con- 
c ſtable, that be (Whitham) might be uſed kindly in pri- 
4 ſon. That juſt before they were going to take him 


&« away, he thought that, this being a Commitment, 


« he had gone far enough; and then he offered bail. — 
That the Lord Mayor grew warm at this, and faid, 
* that he found that this proceeding meant to exag- 


e gerate the Offence or Buſineſs, or the Proceeding ; he 


could not recollect exactly the word he made uſe of, 
c That, after this was done, he came back immedi- 
ce ately to the Speaker; and upon his relating what had 
cc happened, he deſired him to go back and try to get a 
copy of the warrant of Commitment. — The Lord 
« Mayor ſaid, he could not tell where to-find it then, 
every body being gone away; but that if it was not 
« deſtroyed, being now of no uſe, he. thould have a 
copy; but that I knew he had ſigned it alone firſt, 
c and that afterwards Alderman Wilkes and Allien 


« Oliver deſired to ſign it too; and that he and Alder- 


man Oliver ſhould, in their places in*the Houſe of 
«© Commons, admit their having ſigned ſuch a war- 
© rant; but that he ſhould have a copy of it in the 
60 morning if it could be found. — That he applied 
as again on Saturday morning to the Lord Mayor for 
te a copy of the warrant ; he ſaid he could not yet find 
it; that ſome of them had taken it away, and he 
6 kad not where it was; but that if it could be 


“ found, M bitbam ſhould have a copy of it; that it 
| +a 
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« did not ſignify, for that he did not mean to deny 
© what had been done, or make uſe of any ſubterfuge; 
& and that this was all that he (Clementſon) had done. 
** That he did not go to execute the warrant himſelf; 
and that it was not ſealed. 

And he further added this circumſtance, that he 
© recollects, when the Lord Mayor had ſigned the 
«© Mittimus, and he the Deputy Serjeant had offered 
gail, the Lord Mayor grew warm, and made uſe of 
“ ſome expreſſion, that he ſhould not take Bail then, 
or words to that purpoſe ; ſaying, that this pro- 
c ceeding meant to exaggerate the offence, or words 
{© to that effect; but he ſoon afterwards ſaid, he muſt 
«© take bail. 


That he endeavoured to ſerve: the order of the 


' «© Houſeon J. Wheble ; and went on Thurſday the 28th 


of February, to his (HYheble's) ſhop, and enquired for 
& him, and the ſervant ſaid, he was not at home, but 
« would be in an hour's time; that he called again, 
cc and received the ſame anſwer ;—that he called again, 
« and was anſwered by a lad in the ſhop, who ſaid-he 
« was an apprentice, that he was not at home, being 
© gone to the other gd of the town; and that his 
2 maſter had waited all the day before, expecting him. 
“That he (Clementſon) then ſaid, that he would call 
« again in an hour, and bid him tell his maſter — 
„ That he did ſo; and was told, he (J/beble) had 
< been in, and was gone out again; but if he would 
* let him know where he (Clement ſon) might be found, 
e he would wait on him.—Thar he went to a Coffee- 
© houſe, and waited; then called again, and was told, 
Meble was expected to dinner at three o'clock. — 
© That he called at half an hour paſt three, and was told 
7 that 
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cc that Wheble was not at home, but would be ſoon. — 
«© That he called again at four and five o'clock, and re- 
e ceived the ſame anſwers.— That he left word he was 
ce the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, and would be there 
<« again at half an hour paſt nine in the morning; which 
«© he accordingly was, and was told by the ſame per- 
cc ſon, that Wheble was not at home, but ſaid, he had 
delivered the meſſage he had left with him, and that 
* his maſter ſaid, he was very ſorry he was obliged to go 
out, and he left no word when he would be at home.— 
That he called again at eleven o'clock, and he was 
not at home; but was anſwered, he might be in, in 
half an hour.—That he went again on Saturday at 
ten o'clock, and the apprentice ſaid, he was not at 
home, but would be in the afternoon ; and faid it 
with a ſmile, as if laughing at my frequent calling; 
© and ſaid, if he would leave word where he might be 
* found, we will ſend you word when he is at leifure. 
That he (Clementſon) ſaid, he would be there at 
* ſeven o'clock, which he accordingly was, but was 
* told, he (//beble) was not at home, and had ſent 
for his linen, and therefore was not expected till 

* Monday. a 


That he did not go to Thompſin till Friday the 
«* Firſt of March, becauſe there were two R. Thompſons, 


one Richard, the other Robert.—That he found, at 
< the Stamp- Office, that 7. bompſon had been ſummoned 
before the Commiſſioners to give ſecurity, and ſaid 
his name was Robert :—That he ſent a meſſenger to 
* enquire in the neighbourhood, and found there was 
*© but one: That he went to Thompſon's houſe, and was 
* told by a man he was not at home, nor could tell 
9 when he would be, or whether he was in town; that 


© he 
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the had ſeen him two or three days before; that nv- 

e knew more about Thompſon than himſelf, and if 
he ( Clementſon ) would leave a meſſage, he would de- 

& liver it:— That Williams the meſſenger then ſaid, 

«* you know our buſineſs; to which he made no an- 

* ſwer — That he went again at eleven o'clock z and 


= te the ſervant ſaid, Thompſon was not at home; for he 


te had not ſeen him, and nobody knew better than he; 


and faid, that if he (Clement/on) had buſineſs with 


* Thompſon, it was uſually left with him firſt, and that 
* no time was more os to meet with him * that 
big day or to-morrow. | 8 

“ 'That he (Clement ſon) went again on- . and 
te the ſame perſon told him Thompſon was not at home, 
& but would be in half an hour, but had no reaſon for 
* thinking ſo :—That he went twice afterwards, arid 
© he was not at home, nor had been, and that he did 
„c not know when he would be: That he (Clement/on) 
* ſaid, Then he will not ſee me; and received for 
& anſwer, he could not tell.” | | 
And he farther ſaid, That theve had been one 
tt more attempt ſince, to execute the warrants on be- 
& Ble and Thompſon ; - that Mr. Speaker had made an al- 
e teration in the direction of the warrants, by inſert» 
&« ing the name of Mood the meſſenger; that Wood 
© took the warrant, and he (Clement ſon) followed after, 
ce to endeavour to find Mbheble and 7 bompſon; that he 
66 Clementſon ) waited at a coffee-houſe in Wheble's 
- neighbourhood ; that Wood went and endeavoured to 
c find them, but without effect.“ 

Your Committee then proceeded to examine Charles 
Williams the meſſenger; who ſaid, he attended the 
10 Serjeant, in endeavouring to ſerve the warrants on 


«© Wheble 


( 417 ) 

&« Wheble and Thompſon, on Thurſday the ewenty-eighth 
« day of February :—That he went fix or ſeven times 
« to Wheble's houſe ; that he did not find him at home, 
but was told he would be at home ſoon. 

<« Thar he went to Thompſon's ſeveral times, and re- 
« ceived the ſame ſort of abſwer ; that the buſineſs 
« they came upon was known at both places; and that 
he had read Mr. Clementſon's minutes at the time, 
„ which he found were right.“ | 

The Committee then proceeded to examine Guy 
Mood the meſſenger; who ſaid, ** He had the Speaker's 
«« warrant, about the tenth or eleventh of March, to 
c arreſt Thompſon and Wheble; that he received it from 
the Deputy Serjeant ; that his (Wood's) name was 
© inſerted in the warrant'; that he went with one Mr. 
Lee to Thompſon's houſe ; that Lee went in and en- 
* quired for Thompſon ; that they had agreed, that, if 
Lee ſtaid above a minute, he ¶ Mood) was to come in 
after him; but Lee not finding him at home, came 
out immediately. 3 

That they went from thence to Vheble's, and pro- 
« ceeded in the ſame manner. Lee went in, and was 
* told Wheble was gone into the country: they then 
e went to the Green Dragon in Fleet-Street, where Whe- 
© ples evening papers are delivered, and ſtaid ſome 
< time, to try if they could ſee him come after his pa- 
pers, or about his buſineſs, but could ſee nothing of 
« him : that they have made ſeveral enquiries lince, 
«and can hear nothing of him.“ 
Your Committee having thus ſtated the evidence of 
the facts and circumſtances relative to the late obſtruc- 
tions to the execution of the orders of this Houſe, as 
it appeared before them, &c. . 
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Vorks of May 7, 1777. 


Ordered, Nemine contradicente, 


That Mr. Speaker be deſired to print the Speech 
made by him to His Majeſty, in the Houſe of Peers, 
this day, upon his preſenting to His Majeſty the Bill 
for the better ſupport of His Majeſty's houſehold, and 


of the honour -and dignity of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, which then received the Royal Aſſent. 


The SPEECH of the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, Sir Fleteher Norton. +» 
&« Myſt Gracious Sovereign, 

<« The Bill which it is now my duty to preſent to 
«your Majeſty, is intituled, An Ad for the better ſup- 
port of his Majeſty's, houſebold, and of the honour and 
e gignity of the crown of Great Britain: to which your 
«© Commons humbly beg your Royal Aſſent. 

«© By this Bill, Sir, and the reſpectful circumſtances 
which preceded and accompanied it, your Commons 
“have given the fulleſt and cleareſt proof of their 
<« zeal and affection for your Majeſty. For in a time 
of public diftreſs, full of difficulty and danger, their 
& con/atuents labouring under burt hens almaſt too. beavy 10 

| — „ 


— 
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1. be borne, your faithful Commons poſtponed all other 
ce buſineſs; and, with as much diſpatch as the nature 
e of their proceedings would admit, have not only 
« granted to your Majeſty a large preſent ſupply, but 
* alſo. very great additional revenue; - great beyond 
* example ; great, beyond your Majeſly's. bigheſt expence. 
© But all this, Sir, they have done, in a well- 
grounded confidence, that you will apply wiſely 
hat they have granted /berally; and feeling what 
tc every good ſubject muſt feel with the greateſt ſatiſ- 
« faction, that, under the direction of your Majeſty's 
e wiſdom, the affluence and grandeur of the Sovereign 


* will reflect dignity and honour upon his people.“ 


Vorks of May 9, 1777. 
Reſolved, 

That the Speaker of this Houſe, in his Speech to His 
Majeſty, at the bar of the Houſe of Peers on Wedneſ- 
day laſt, and which was deſired, Nemine contradicente, 
by this Houſe, to be printed, did expreſs, with juſt 
and proper energy, the zeal of this Houſe, for the ſup- 


port of the honour and dignity of the Crown, in cir- 
eumſtances of great public charge. 


Ordered, 


That the thanks of this Houſe be returned to Mr. 
Speaker for his ſaid Speech to His Majeſty. 
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k or THE 
ill MARRIAGES 
if Of their Rov AL HIoHNEsSEs | 
I: Tus8B DUKES or *' 
i! GLOUCESTER aww CUMBERLAND. 
| „ 
| At the Court at St. James's the 21ſt day of -May, 
| 1773. 
CO. 1 Bl ot: Bo No oBpas fs 
The KIN G's moſt Excellent Majesry a 
. Archbiſhop of Canterbury Earl of Dartmouth 
Lord Chancellor. Earl of Briſtol - 
Duke of Newcaſtle _ Viſcount Townſhend 
lh 5 Lord Chamberlain Poifcount Falmouth 
| Earl of Denbigh Viſcount Howe 
! Earl of Sandwich Viſcount Hinchinbrook 
8 Earl of Rochford Biſhop. of London, | 
| I ; WHEREAS 
* iy 


Cn). 
MARRIAGE, HEREAS application has 


Ori top the forte been made to his Majeſty, by 


ry, Lard Chancellor, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
and the Biſhop of 

Londop, to enquire Ceſter, requeſting that his Majeſty would 
—— be pleaſed to give ſuch directions as to 


Re ee his Majeſty ſhall ſeem meet, that the 
aud Cumberland. marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter may be duly and properly authen- 
ticated, as the time of the delivery of the Ducheſs of 
Gloyceſter draws near. His Majeſty having taken the 
ſame into his royal conſideration, and being diſpoſed to 
comply with his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter's requeſt, to cauſe his Royal Highneſs's ſaid mar- 
riage to be authenticated as ſoon as poſſible, is pleaſed, 
with the advice of the Privy Council, to order (and it 
is hereby accordingly ordered) that the moſt Reyerend 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry Lord Apſley, Lord 
High Chanceſlor of Great Britain, and the Right Re- 
verend Father in God Richard Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don, do forthwith make enquiry into the legality of 
the ſaid marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Glouceſter ; and do certify to his Majeſty at this board 
their opinion thereupon, together with the ſeveral proofs 
of the ſaid marriage, in order that the ſame may be re- 
corded in the Coyncil-books. 

Axp his Majeſty is alſo further pleaſed to order (as 
it is hereby accordingly ordered) that the moſt Reverend 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbithop of Canter- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry. Lord Apſley, 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and the Right 


Reverend Father in God Richard Lord Biſhop of 


Landon, do alſo make the like enquiry into the legality 
e K 
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COPY, 


At the Court at St. James's the 21ſt day of May, 
1773. 


ee e BY 387 e e 
The KIN G's moſt Excellent Majzsry 


5 Archbiſhop of Canterbury Earl of Dartmouth 


Lord Chancellor Earl of Briſtol 

Duke of Newcaſtle _ Viſcount Townſhend 
Lord Chamberlain Viſcount Falmouth 
Earl of Denbigh Viſcount Howe 
Earl of Sandwich Viſcount Hinchinbrook 

Earl of Rochford Biſhop. of London, 


WHEREAS 


. 
MARRIAGE, HEREAS application has 


_ for the 2 been made to his Majeſty, by 
ry, Lard 3 his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
London, to enquire Ceſter, requeſting that his Majeſty would 
— — be pleaſed to give ſuch directions as to 


r e his Majeſty ſhall ſeem meet, that the 

aud Cumberland. marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter may be duly and properly authen- 
ticated, as the time of the delivery of the Ducheſs of 
Gloyceſter draws near. His Majeſty having taken the 
ſame into his royal conſideration, and being diſpoſed to 
comply with his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter's requeſt, to cauſe his Royal Highneſs's ſaid mar- 
riage to be authenticated as ſoon as poſſible, is pleaſed, 
with the advice of the Privy Council, to order (and it 
is hereby accordingly ordered) that the moſt Reyerend 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry Lord Apſley, Lord 
High Chanceſlor of Great Britain, and the Right Re- 
verend Father in God Richard Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don, do forthwith make enquiry into the legality of 
the ſaid marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Glouceſter ; and do certify to his Majeſty at this board 
their opinion thereupon, together with the ſeveral proofs 
of the ſaid marriage, in order that the ſame may be re- 
corded 1 in the Council-books. 

Axp his Majeſty is alſo further 8 to order (as 
it is hereby accordingly ordered) that the moſt Reverend 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry. Lord Apſley, 

Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and the Righr 
Reverend Father in God Richard Lord Biſhop of 
Landon, do alſo make the like enquiry into the legality 

"WV of 


(422) 


of the marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke af 
Cumberland, an do certify at the ſame time to his 
Majeſty at this board their opinion thereupon, together 
with the ſeveral proofs of the ſaid marriage, in or- 


der that the ſame may be recorded in the Council- 
books, 


The IX G 's moſt Excellent MAIER STV in 
Council. 


In obedience to your Majeſty's command ſignified 
by your order in Council, bearing date the twenty-firſt 
of this inſtant, directing us forthwith to make enquiry 
into the legality of the marriage of his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of Glouceſter, and to certify to your Ma- 
jeſty in Council our opinion thereupon, together with 
the ſeveral proofs of the ſaid marriage, in order that 
the ſame may be recorded in the Council-books ; we 
did on the twenty-ſecond of this inſtant attend his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, at Glouceſter- 
Houſe, at ſeven o'clock in the afternoon; and do there- 
upon humbly report to your Majeſty, that it does ap- 
pear to us by the ſeveral proofs which have been laid 
before us (which proofs, in purſuance of your Majeſty's 
ſaid order in Council, we have hereunto annexed) that 
a marriage was ſolemnized on the fixth day of Septem- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-ſix, be- 
tween his ſaid Royal Highneſs William Henry Duke 
of Glouceſter, and Maria Counteſs Dowager of Wal- 
degrave. 

Aud in further obedience to your Majeſty's ſaid or- 
der in Council of the twenty-firſt of this inſtant, direct- 
ing us to make the like enquiry into the legality of the 

marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of ke 
an 
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land, and to certify at the ſame time to your Majeſty 
in Council our opinion thereupon, together with the 
ſeveral proofs of the ſaid marriage, in order that the 
ſame may be recorded in the Council-books; we did 
attend his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland at 
Cumberland-Houſe, on the twenty-third of this inſtant, 
at two o'clock in the afternoon ; and do further hum- 
bly report to your Majeſty, that it does appear to us, 
from the ſeveral proofs which have been laid before us 
(which proofs are alfo hereunto annexed) that a mar- 
riage was ſolemnized between his ſaid Royal Highneſs 
Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, and the Ho- 
nourable Anne Horton, wi-low, on the ſecond day of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- one. 


| (Signed) FRED. Cant. 
May 26, ArsLey, C. 
1773. | Ric. London. 


At Glouceſter Houſe. 


Saturday the 22d of May, 1773. 
Seven in the Evening. 


His Majeſty having been pleaſed, by his order in 
Council of yeſterday's date, ſpecially to appoint the 
moſt Reverend Father in God Frederick Lord Arch- 

biſhop of Canterbury, the Right Honourable Henry 
Lord Apſley, Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, 
and the Right Reverend Father in God Richard Lord 
Biſhop of London, forthwith to make enquiry into the 
legality of the marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter, and to certify to his Majeſty in 
oe Ee 4 Council 


— — 


( 424 ) 

Council their opinion thereupon, together with the ſe- 
veral proofs of the ſaid marriage; their Lordſhips did 
this afternoon attend his Royal Highneſs at Glouceſter 
Houſe, at ſeven o'clock ; and his Royal Highneſs be- 
ing aſked ſeveral queſtions by their Lordſhips,, he gave 
anſwer and ſigned a declaration thereof in writing, and 
depoſed the ſame upon oath as followeth: 


IWILLIAM HENRY, Duke of Glouceſ- 


ter, do declare moſt ſolemnly, that I was married to 


Maria Counteſs Dowager of Waldegrave, on the fixth 
of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 


fix, between the hours of feven and nine in the even- 
ing, at her houſe in Pall-mall, by Robert Morton (ſince 


deceaſed), one of her domeſtic chaplains, according to 


the form of the church of England; _ that no other 
perſon was preſent. 


(Signed) WILLIAM HENRY. 


SEVERAL queſtions being likewiſe put to her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Glouceſter by their Lord- 
ſhips; ſhe gave anſwer, and ſigned a declaration 


thereof in writing, and depoſed the ſame upon oath as 
followeth. , 


I_'MARTIA, Dutcheſs of Glouceſter, do ſolemnly 
declare, that I was married to his Royal Highneſs Wil- 
liam Henry Duke of Glouceſter, on the ſixth of Sep- 


tember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-fix, at 


my houſe in Pall-mall, between the hours of ſeven and 
nine in the evening, by Robert Morton (ſince deceaſed), 
one of my domeſtic chaplains, according to the forms 
and ceremonies of the church of England: no other 


perſons being preſen. (Signed) MARIA. 


CHARLES 
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"CHARLES RAINSFORD, Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Coldſtream regiment of foot guards, doth depoſe upon 
his oath, and faith, that his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Glouceſter did, on Saturday the nineteenth of Octo- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one, at 
Leghorn, declare, ſuppoſing himſelf to be upon his 
death-bed, that he was married to Maria Counteſs 
Dowager of Waldegrave, with orders in caſe of his 
death to go immediately to England, and communicate. 
the ſaid marriage to his Majeſty. 


(Signed) CHARLES RAINSFORD, 


FaxeperIcx Lord Biſhop of Exeter doth depoſe 
upon his oath and declare, that on Sunday, March the 
firſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-twe, he 
was induced to aſk Lady Waldegrave, whether ſhe was 
married to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter ? She acknowledged to the ſaid Lord Biſhop of 
Exeter, that ſhe, was married to his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of Glouceſter, at her houſe in Pall-mall, an 
the fixth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fixty-fix, between the hours of ſeven and nine in 
the evening. But immediately upon her acknowledg- 
ing her marriage ſhe expreſſing great anxiety of mind, 
declaring ſhe had promiſed his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke, never to reveal her marriage till ſhe had his ap- 
probation for ſo doing; and on the twenty- fourth of 
the ſame month of March, ſhe told the ſaid Lord 

Biſhop of Exeter that ſhe was married by Mr. Morton 
(ſince deceaſed), whom the Biſhop knew to be one of 
her domeſtic chaplains ; and that there were no wit- 


neſſes preſent. (Signed) F. EXETER, 


tr 
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Ir appearing by the aforegoing declaration of their 
Royal Highneſſes the Duke and Ducheſs of Glouceſter, 
that the clergyman who performed the marriage cere- 
mony was deceaſed, and that no other perſon was pre- 
ſent at the marriage; the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

the Lord Chancellor, and the Biſhop of London, thought 
it adviſeable to take the two aforegoing depoſitions of 
Lientenant Colonel Charles Rainsford, and of Frede- 
rick Lord Biſhop of Exeter, as a confirmation of the 


above declarations of their Royal Highneſſes the Duke 
and Ducheſs of Glouceſter, 


— 


At Cumberland Houſe. 


Sunday the 23d of May, 1773. 
Two in the Afternoon. 


His Majeſty having been pleaſed, by his order in 
Council of the twenty-firſt of this inflant, . ſpecially to 


appoint the moſt Reverend Father in God Frederick 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Right Honour- 
able Henry Lord Apſley, Lord High Chancellor of 
Great Britain, and the Right Reverend Father in God 
Richard Lord Biſhop of London, forthwith ro make 
enquiry into the legality of the marriage of his Royal 
- Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, and to certify to 


his M$jefty in Council their opinion thereupon, toge- 
ther with the ſeveral proofs of the ſaid marriage; their 


Lordſhips did this afternoon attend his Royal Highneſs 
at Cumberland houſe, at two o'clock; and his Royal 
Highneſs being aſked ſeveral queſtions by their Lord- 
hips, he gave anſwer, and ſigned a declaration thereof, 


in 
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in writing, and depoſed the ſame upon oath as fol- 
Joweth : » 


I HENRY FREDERICK, Duke of Cumber - 
land, do ſolemnly declare, that I was married to the Ho- 
nourable Anne Horton, widow, on the ſecond day of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one, 
in the afternoon, between the hours of fix and eight, 
at her houſe in Hertford-ſtreet, by William Stevens, 
clerk, fellow of St. John's college in Cambridge, ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the church of 
England, in the preſence of the Honourable Miſs Eliza- 
beth Luttrell: no other perſon being preſent. 


(Signed) HENRY. 


SEVERAL queſtions being likewiſe put to her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Cumberland by their Lord- 
ſhips; ſhe gave anſwer and figned a declaration thereof 


in writing, and depoſed the ſame upon oath as fol- 
loweth: 


I ANNE, Dutcheſs of Cumberland, do ſolemnly 
declare, that I was married to his Royal Highneſs 
Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, on the ſecond 
day of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
ty-one, in the afternoon, between the hours of fix and 
eight, at my houſe in Hertford-ſtreet, by William Ste- 
yens, clerk, fellow of St. John's college in Cambridge, 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the church 
of England in the preſence of the Honourable Miſs 
Elizabeth Luttrell: no other perſon being preſent. 

(Signed) ANNE. 


WILLIAM 
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WIILIAM STEveNs, clerk, fellow of St. John's: col- 
lege in Cambridge, doth depoſe upon his oath, that he 
did pn the ſecond day of October, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-one, marry his Royal Highneſs 
Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, to the Honour- 
able Anne Horton, between the hours of ſix and eight 
in the afternoon, at her houſe in Hertford-ſtreet, ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the church of 


England, in the preſence of the Honourable Miſs Eli- 


zabeth Luttrell: no other perſon being preſent. And 


*did immediately after the ceremony performed make a 


memorandum thereof, which was ſigned by all the par- 
ties, and has ever fince been in his cuſtody, and now 
. the ſame, (Signed) WILLIAM STEVENS, 


Tur Honourable Elizabeth Luttrell doth upon her 
oath depoſe, that ſhe was preſent on the ſecond day of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and fſeyenty-one, 
between the hours of fix and eight in the evening, when 
the marriage ceremony was performed between his 
IR N Highneſs Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumber- 

and the Honourable Anne Horton, at her houſe 
in Hertford- ſtreet, by Mr. Steyens, according to the 
rites and ceremonies of the church of England : no 
other perſon being preſent. 


(Signed) EL1ZABETH LUTTRELL. 


A marriage was ſolem- Hexny FREDERICK, 


ANNE HoRrToON, 


X 
8 


October, between us, 
| By me WILLIAM STEVEXS, fellow of St. 
John's college, Cambridge, 

In the 2 of ELIZABETH LUTTRELL. 
I the 
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1 the underwritten Stephen Cortrell, one of the clerks 
of his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, do 
hereby certify that the above memorandum of the mar- 
riage of their Royal Highneſſes the Duke and Ducheſs 
of Cumberland, is the memorandum produced by Wil- 
liam Stevens, clerk (the miniſter who performed the 


office of marriage between their ſaid Royal Highneſſes) 
and was delivered by the ſaid William Stevens, this 


23d Day of May, 1773, as refered to in his depoſition. 
(Signed) STEPHEN COTTRELL, (L. S.) 


At the Court of St. James's, the 26th day of 
May, 1773. 
1 RE S K N . 


The K IN G's moſt Excellent Majksrr 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury Viſcount Clare | 


Lord Chancellor Viſcount Hinchinbroke 
Duke of Ancaſter Lord North | 
Lord Chamberlain Biſhop of London 
Earl of Denbigh Lord Edgcumbe ' , ++ 
Earl of Sandwich Lord Hyde 
Earl of Rochford _ _. JamesStuartMackenzie, Eſq; 
| Earl of Marchmont Wellbore Ellis, Eſq; 
- Farl of Dartmouth Sir Gilbert Elliot 
. Earl of Briſtol - Richard Rigby, Eſq; ; 


« Viſcount Townſhend Sir Lawrence Dundas, 
Viſcount Falmouth | a 


WHEREAS 


| (an 3 
| Men ts 2 HERE As there was this day 
| whole of the pro- | read at the board, a report from 
1 Dr 8 the moſt Reverend Father in God Fre- 
| eter derick Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
1 and Cumberland, to the Right Honourable Henry Lord Apſ- 
entered in the 1 
| Conneil-bookss ley, Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and 
the Right Reverend Father in God Richard Lord Biſhop 
of London, upon enquiry by them made (in purſuance 
of his Majeſty's order in Council, bearing date the 
| twenty-firſt of this inſtant) into the legality of the mar- 
| riage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, 
| which report is in the words following: * | 


To the KIN G's moſt excellent Majzsry in 
Council. 


| 
| cc In obedience to your Majeſty's command, ſignified 
| e hy your order in Council, bearing date the twenty- 
| <« firſtof this inſtant, directing us forthwith to make en- 
| | ce quiry into the legality of the marriage of his Royal 
| « Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, and to certify to 
| «your Majeſty in Council our opinion thereupon, to- 
| te gether with the ſeveral proofs of the ſaid marriage, 
| ic in order that the ſame may be recorded in the coun- 
* cil books; we did on the twenty-ſecond of this in- 
e ſtant attend his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
4e cefter, at Glouceſter-Houſe, at ſeven o'clock in the 
| | - & afternoon ; and do thereupon humbly report to your 
= « Majeſty, that it does appear to vs by the ſeveral 
c proofs which have been laid before us (which proofs, 
e in purſuance of your Majeſty's ſaid order in Council, 
ec we have hereunto annexed) that a marriage was ſo - 
* lemnized on the ſixth day of September, one thou- 
4 N &« ſand 
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e ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- ſix, between his faid 
Royal Highneſs William Henry Duke of Glou- 
«© 'cclter, and Maria Counteſs AE = of Walde- 


«© grave. 
*& And, in further obedience to your Majeſty's fald 


order in Council of the twenty-firſt of this inſtant, 
directing us to make the like enquiry into the le- 
* gality of the marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 


% Duke of Cumberland, and to certify at the ſame 


« time to your Majeſty in Council our opinion there- 
upon, together with the ſeveral proofs of the faid 
marriage, in order that the ſame may be recorded in 


te the Council Books; we did attend his Royal 


« Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland at Cumberland 


% Houſe, on the twenty-third of this inſtant, at two 


* o'clock in the afternoon ; and do further humbly 
ce report to your Majeſty, that it does appear to us, 


« from the ſeveral proofs which have been laid before 


* us (which proofs are alſo hereunto annexed), that a 


© marriage was ſolemnized between his ſaid Royal 


% Flighneſs' Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, 
and the Honourable Anne Horton Widow, on 
ce the ſecond day of October, one | thouſand ſeven 
e hundred and ſeventy- one. 


5 (Signed) 


. 4 * 8 Pa * Faxp. Cant. 
May 26, | . ApsLey, C. 
5 % 1 Ric. London.“ 


His Majeſty having taken the faid Report into con- 
ſideration, and the ſeveral declarations, depoſitions, 
and proofs of the ſaid marriages of their Royal High- 
neſſes having been read in Council, was pleaſed, with 

* the 


| | 
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the * of his Privy Council, to order that the ſaid 
report of the Moſt Reverend Father in God Frederick 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Right Honoura- 
ble Lord Apſley, Lord High Chancellor of Great- 
Britain, and the Right Reverend: Father in God Ri- 
chard Lord Biſhop of London, together with the 
whole of their proceedings in making the aforeſaid en- 
quiry into the legality of the ſaid marriages, and the. 


ſeveral declarations, depoſitions, and proofs of the 


ſame, be entered and recorded in che books of the 
Council Office. 


(o Whitehall Council Office, 2 May, 1773s 


Err : half Paſt 12 o'clock. 


1 2< WER, | 
Maniac. I am ordered by the Lords of the 
be 7 Council to tranſmit the incloſed packet 


of che above Pro- to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
CD Glouceſter; and am to defire that you 
will be pleaſed to preſent the ſame to his Royal High- 
neſs accordingly. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
"F097. STEPH, COTTRELL, 


$- « . 


To 


- Lieut. Colonel Charles Rainsford, 


ar Glouceſter Houſe. * 


| (fo 208) 1 The papers contained in the 
above-mentioned packet to his Royal Highneſs the 


Duke of Glouceſter, were a duplicate of his Majeſty's 
order in Council, of the 21ſt of this Inſtant, direct- 
ing che Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chan- 


1 | cellor, 


C8) 
rellor, and the Biſhop of London. to make enquiry 
into the legality of che Marriages of their Royal High- 
neſſes the Duke of Glouceſter and the Duke of Cum- 
berland ; A copy of their Lordſhips? report in purſu- 
ance of cheir ſaid order; A copy of the e er at 
Glouceſter Houſe and Cumberland Houſe; and like- 
wiſe a Duplicate of the aforegoing order of his Ma- 
jeſty in Council, of the 26th of this inſtant, directing 


the whole. of the ſaid proceedings to. be entered and 
e in a the hopes of the Council Office. 


CT 
8 1 letter with the foregoing was 
Letter, Tan ſent to Lieut, Col. Deaken at Cumber- 
of the above pro» land Houſe, with a packet for his Royal 
cxingitoto Bats Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, con- 
taining the ſame papers with thoſe in the 
aforementioned packet to his _ Highneſs the Duke 


of Glouceſter, 


A true copy from the original papers and minutes, 
preſerved in the Council Book, Whitehall (beginning 
1ſt Jan. 1773, and ending 29th April, 1774, indorſed 
Geo. III. N' 10. ), examined in the preſence of his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, who acknow- 
ledged the ſignature to his own declaration. And 
the Rev. Mr. Philip Duval attending at this Exami- 
nation, and viewing the ſeveral ſignatures, did declare, 
that he was preſent and did ſee their Royal Highneſſes 
the Dukes and Dutcheſſes of Glouceſter and Cumber- 
land, the Biſhop of Exeter, Charles Rainsford, Eſq. 
the Rev. Mr. William Stevens, and the Honourable 
Miſs Elizabeth Luttrell, ſign the ſaid original papers, 

to which their names are reſpectively ſubſcribe 1. The 
0 F f whole 
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whole examined by me, and ſigned at the bottom of 
each page, with the initials of my name —_—_ , 
this 1oth Day of April, 1775. 


(gms) L- 
1 5 f Joaze Haus, Norvo. 


The yrecaling,: from page 1 to page 25, 14 


ſively, i is faithfully copied from the Regiſter, 5 D. 14, 


in the 8 of . this 22d of October, 1778, by 
FA., TownsnenD, ' 
Rouge-Croix, in waiting. 


(8 


His Royal Highneſs WILIA Henzy, Duke of 
GLOUCESTER: 


Wiltiam HENRL, 8 Marra WALrorE, Coun- 


Son of Frederick, late prince of | teſs Dowager Walde 


grave, re 


Wales, and brother to his Ma- niet of James W. Earl Wald. 


jeſty, born 14 Nov. 1743, in 
L. Houſe, in the pariſh of St. 
Anne, Weſtminſter, and bap- 

tized the 25th of the aden 
Elected knight of the moſt no- 
ble order of he Garter, 27 May, 


1762, Inſtalled 22 September 


following. Created by patent, 
dated 1 


Glouceſter and Edinburgh in 


Great Britain; and E. of Con- 
in Ireland, to him and 


naught 


the heirs male of his. body. 


1 SopHia MaATILDa, eldeſt 
daughter, born in Glouceſter 
Houſe, in the pariſh of St. 
George, Hanover-ſquare, 29 
May, 1773, en 26 June 
following. | 


Nov. 1764. Dake of 


March, 17 
the ſaid month, in the choit pg, 


knight of the moſt noble ordec 
A 
Married to his Royat High- 
neſs tlie 6th day of Sept. 1766, 
at her houſe in Pall- wall, by 
the reverend Mr. Robert Mor- 
ton, her domeſtic cuaphnig, 


2. CaroLina Aucusr4 
MaxRIA, 2d daughter, born i 
Glouceſter Houſe aforeſaid, 
24th June, 1774, baptized 22d 
July following; died 14th 


75, buried 22d of 


the chapel of St. George, 
Windſor, in the county of 
Berks. | 


f 


This pedigree proved before the committee of privileges in the 
Houſe of Lords, 11th of April, 1775. 


ISAAC HEARD, Norroy. 


At the uno time delivered into the Hauſe the proofs of the 


marriages of their Royal High 


neſſes the Dukes of Glouceſter and 


Cumberland, which I examined in the preſence of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, with the ys, an in the 


books of the Privy Council, Whitehall. 


ISAAC HEARD, Norroy, 


| f [ 


| To the n Clergy, and Freeholders of. the 


1 245% 40 e unf af Middleſex. 


Gene 


1 moſt heartily congratulate you on the ſucceſs of 
your ſteady, ſpirited, and generous efforts, in a-cauſe 
of the firſt conſequence to every elector in this king- 


dom, the cauſe of the right of election, ſo long de- 


pending between you and. a former Houſe of Com- 
mons. After many years unavailing ſtruggles againſt 


à deſpotic adminiſtration, and a corrupt majority in 


parliament, your public virtue has, by perſeverance. 


and unremitting energy, at laſt brought 4 queſtion f 
infinite moment to a final decifion in favour of liberty. 


We have now obtained a direct and unequivocal vin- 


© Yication of our molt eſſential rights, rights coeval with 
the Engliſb conſtitution, that perfection of human wiſ- 


dom, that nobleſt work of man. You have the high 
ſatisfaction of obſerving an upright ſenate aſſert che 
privileges of an injured people apainſt the encroach- 
ments of power, and decide in favour of their fair and 
juſt claim to a ſhare in the legiſlature. The proceed 
ings of this Houſe of Commons I ſhall with rapture 
tranſcribe from their Yotes * You will, I am ſure, ac- 
OF of them as the only atonement which could be 


* The 271875 in the former part of this volume. 
| | made 


\ . ul 


( 439 ) 


made under a good government for the violation of 
your franchiſes, and rhe injuries of former flagitious 
adminiſtrations. This branch of our conſtitution is 
now reſtored to its original form, and eſtabliſhed on # 
foundation not to be ſhaken. 'No precedent can now 
be drawhi from the injuſtice and violence of arbitrary 
miniſters. An incapacity, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
defeating your declared intentions, will not be again 
created by a vindictive and venal majority in one part 
only of the legiſlature. A miniſter will not again no- 
minate the repreſentative for this reſpectable county 
to the great council of the nation. The man of your 
free choice will have the diſtinguiſhed honour of re- 
preſenting you, and the glory is yours of having ſe- 
cured the ſame invaluable franchiſe to every elector in 
the iſland. Not the leaſt trace will now remain of the 
various deep laid plans of fraud and violence,” of ſub- 
tle infinuation, alarming menace, and direct inſult, to 
which your calm and undaunted ſpirit always roſe ſu- 
perior. The hiſtorian's page will, however, record 
the wickedneſs and infamy of your enemies, the public | 
robbers of the rights of freemen, and will hold up 
the ſteady virtue of the freeholders of Middleſex as All 
object of imitation to all future ages, 


My excellent colleague Mr. Byng &, ſecondhd nd 
ſup- 


* This gentleman afterwards forgot his duty to his conſtituents. He refuſed, 
mn 1784, to preſent to the King, in conjunction with his colleague, the Addreſs of 
the County of Middleſex, notwithſtanding the orders of a very lorge and yeſpeBoble 
number of the Freeholders. n 
enſuing general election. 


S1 RS, 


ta purſuance of the directions of . reteteble inactiog of the-Foome: . 
delders held laſt Saturday at Mackney, we have the hoagur to encloſe to you their 


Repre- 


| 


(e o P v) 
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ſupported my motion with the zeal, which always uni- 
mates him in your ſervice, and the cauſe of his country, 
: Give me leave, Gentlemen, to ſtate a circumſtance 
| with reſpect to a buſineſs of this weight and moment, 
| which I am ſure will add to the pleaſure you receive 


| in this triumph of liberty. The victory was gained 
= - by the moſt honourable means, means worthy the good- 
| | | neſs of the cauſe. No unfair method was taken to ſe· 
| eure 2 majority, nor miniſterial manceuvre practiſed. 


1 No letter from the Treaſury, no mandate from any ſe- 
a! cretary, iſſued to enforce attendance. The lighteſt 
ll Adfolicitation was not urged by any man in power, nor 
Wo a ſingle emiſſary ſent on the wing to collect ſcattered 
nmaaieercenaries, troops long kept up for the worſt of pur- 
| | poſes, but now happily diſbanded. Every man was 
Wi | left to follow the dictates of his conſcience, which in- 
ſiured our ſucceſs. The miniſters gave you only the 
| Game ſupport as individuals this year, which they have 
| regularly fince 1768, with an alacrity manifeſting a 
| | ſettled determination to uphold and ſupport the rights | 
| of election, which they have teſtored. _ 
Iam happy, Gentlemen, to acquaint you, that the 
appointment of a committee, to examine into the pre- 
1 ſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the Commons of 
1 Great Britain, is on the eve of being moved in the 
Houſe of Commons by a gentleman of as great abilities, 
matured even in youth, as this country has at any time 


8 in Parliament an Addreſs to his Majeſty, which they direct you, 


Gentlemen, to preſent forthwith. | 
We are, Sirs, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, . 
Barnard Turner . 

8 Thomas ö 
Jem Wilkes, Eſq. 
George Byng, Ela · ; ; 

MOR produced. 
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produced. You long ago ſuggeſted the idea of the 
propriety of ſuch a meaſure, and in purſuance of your 
inſtructions I had the honour; in March 1776, of mov- 
ing the Houſe of Commons for leave to bring in a Bil 
for a juſt and equal repreſentation of the people of England 
in parliament, but withour-fneceſs. The ſolemn en- 
gagement between us in 1774, at a numerous county 
meeting, in relation to this and other eſſential objects, 
I have never loſt fight of, and ſhall ever hold ſacred. 
Some of the more important particulars-of that engage- 
ment, reſpecting the fair and equal repreſentation of 
the people in the Houſe of Commons, and the ſhorten- 
ing the duration of parliaments, are among the grand 
objects, the ſtriking features, of the intended enquiry. 
You will always find me, Gentlemen, uniformly pur- 
ſuing the noble plan of liberty, which you early marked 
out for my conduct, and above all endeavouring to in- 
force the clear right of the people to the How: and cord 
quent choice of their repreſentatives. - 


I am, Gentlemen, oy 


2 With much reſpect and gratitude, 1 T 
| Your faithful, and obedient humble ſervant; i 

N in 2110 0 10 HN WIL EES 

Prince Cat, Weſtminſter. 3 
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| February a3, 176. 7 


"Ms: « Chamberlain Wilkes adm iniftered at Gees 
Hall. to Mr. Pitt the oath uſually taken by all perſons 


admitted to the Freedom ob the e of —_— after 
2 he er h 


sI R, 


1 give you joy ®, *, and 1 congratulate the Ciry of London 
on the important acquiſition it has this day made. I 


reckon it, Sir, among the moſt fortunate events of my 
life, that I have the honour of being directed by the 


unanimous reſolution of the Lord Mayor; Aldermen, 
and Common-Council, to enroll your name in the 
Archives of this Metropolis among thoſe Princes and 
Heroes who have been the benefactors of our Country, 
and the friends of Mankind, with the glorious De- 
liverer of this Nation, with the Hero of Culloden, 
with the illuſtrious Stateſman from whom you derive 
your deſcent. The City of London, Sir, with pride 


and exultation, now behold revived in the Son 


thoſe ſolid Virtues, thoſe ſhining Talents, and powers 
ful Eloquence, which they long admired in the Fa- 


® After the oath is adminiſtered, che ante eee 
gives the new Citizen the right band cats that is, takes his right band, and 
fan, Sir I give you joy. 


'Y:" | | ther; 
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ther; but above all that generous Love of our Coun- | 
rty, and its divine Conſtitution, ſuperior to the grovel- 
ing; ſordid views of private ſelf-intereſt, or perſonal 
ambition. Lou have; Sit, thus early in your Miniſ- 
terial Career commanded the eſteem and admiration 
of this City and Nation, by a noble Act of Diſintereſt- 
edneſs in favour of tlie public, for which I beliey e 
you ſcarcely could find a precedent, nor I fear will 
you be- imitated by any future Miniſter. | 
| We look up, Sir, to that ſuperior ability, and pu- 
rity of Public Virtue, which diſtinguiſh you, for the 
reformation of many abuſes, as well as the ſteady pro- 
tection of our Chartered Rights, Property and Free- 
dom. The Adminiſtration of your Noble Father gave 
us ſecurity at Home, carried the Glory of this Nation 
to the utmoſt Height Abroad, and extended the bounds 
of the Empire to Countries where the Roman Eagle 
never flew. A late Adminiſtration undertook. an un- 
juſt and wicked War, which diſmembered the Empire 
by depriving us of our moſt valuable Colonies; and 
has almoſt” brought us to the brink of Bankruptcy. 
To reſtore this kingdom to any degree of ptoſperity 
and greatneſs, demands the utmoſt exertions of Virtue 
and Ability, with. every ſupport both of the Crown 
and People-at large. I hope you will meet with both, 
and I know how high you ſtand in the Confidetice of 
the Public. Much is to be done; but you have 
Youth “, Capacity, and Firmneſs. It is the charac- 
teriſtic of a true Patriot, never to deſpair; and we have 
a well-grounded hope of your making us again a great, 
powerful, happy, and united People, by a ſteady, 


* Adoleſcens gravis ſendli judicio. Cie. pro P. Sextio. 
G g uniform 


Succeſs will follow. 
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uniform, wiſe, and diſintereſted.condu&. Your Noble | 


Father, Sir, annihilated Party and 1 hope you will 
in the end beat down and conquer the Hydra of Fac- 
tion, which now rears its hundred heads againſt; you.. 


I remember his ſaying, that for the good of the Paaple 


be dared to look the proudeft connettigns of this Country 
in the Face, I truſt that the fame ſpirit animates hi 
Son, and as he has the ſame; Support of the Crown. 
and the People, I am firmly n that * ſame 


Mr, PIT T's ANS WER 
Mr. Gans W 1 L x E _- 11 5 
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Nin 
I beg to return you my beſt Thanks for your very 


obliging Expreſliqns.. Nothing can be more encour- 


aging to me, in the diſcharge. of my Publie Duty, 
than the countenance of thoſe, whom, from this ow, 
1 may have the honour . Wen my deen e. 


21905 


HE END. 
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